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5 - 11  Dec

Kwanele Gumbi, the Chairperson of the Market Theatre Foundation and 
Frank Marchetti, the Head of Cooperation at the Embassy of France in 
South Africa signing a Memorandum of Understanding (see page 9) FOUNDATION

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
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In a world full of butterflIes, 
It takes balls to be a caterpIllar… 
some thoughts on fallIng...

2 nIghts only!
Venue
John Kani
dates
6 - 7 December

In A World Full Of Butterflies, It 
Takes Balls To Be A Caterpillar… 
Some Thoughts On Falling… is 
a title as long and evocative as 
a poem on which it is delightful 
to ride and dream about. This is 
the name of Robyn Orlin’s new 
piece, performed by elizabeth 
bakambamba twanbe and Éric 
languet. Once faced with dancers’ 
refusal to perform in front of 
the image of the man falling off 
the twin towers on 9/11, Robyn 
Orlin questioned the emotional 
power of images and the limits 
of representation, invokes the 
myth of Icarus and reflecting on 
the lives of Nina Simone and Billie 
Holiday.

Photo: © Thomas Lachambre

PrODUcTIONs PrODUcTIONs
when swallows cry

Venue
Mannie Manim
dates
13 January - 5 February 2017
tIme
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

When Swallows Cry is a trilogy 
of playlets that explores the 
inequities and layered complexities 
of contemporary global mobility, 
particularly from African 
perspectives. Once forced to 
“migrate” as slaves, Africans are 
now among the world’s least 
attractive migrants in the wealthy 
economies of the world, many built 
– not insubstantially - on African 
labour and mineral resources.  
Three actors each play different 
characters in three stories, set on 
three continents; the stories are 
particular to the characters, the 
themes are universal.   

When Swallows Cry is a new work 
by Mike van Graan, invited by 
Ibsen International, a Norwegian 
Theatre Company, as one of eight 
playwrights from around the world 
to produce new works on the 
theme of migration.  
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the house of truth

Venue
Barney Simon
dates
10 - 29 January 2017
tIme
Tue - Sat 20:10

The House of Truth is a bio-play 
based on Can Themba’s life. The 
production premiered at the 
prestigious Grahamstown National 
Arts Festival June 2016 to rave 
reviews. Flowing from the pen 
of author Siphiwo Mahala, and 
starring the venerable Sello Maake 
kaNcube, the play is laced with wit, 
humour and a deep sense of irony. 
It reveals the circumstances that 
inspired some of Themba’s most 
intriguing works as well as some 
profound aspects of his life that are 
barely written about. 

The play weaves together 
Themba’s complex life story 
including his troubles with 
the Transvaal Department of 
Education, which, in spite of 
him holding a degree from the 
University of Fort Hare and passing 
English with a distinction, refused 
to recognise him as a fully-fledged 
teacher. His decision to register for 
a University Education Diploma 
with Rhodes University brings 
more frustrations instead of 
solving his problems. Turning into 
journalism, Themba rose along 
the ranks of Drum magazine and 
became an Assistant Editor, but this 
did not come with any monetary 
reward. These are some Themba’s 
frustrations as he relates his story 
from his abode, the House of Truth, 
a single room bachelor flat located 
at 111 Ray Street, in Sophiatown of 
the 1950s. 

PrODUcTIONs
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exhIbITION
40 actors 
campaIgn

Venue
Mannie Manim Foyer
date
Until December 2016

In June the Artistic Director 
James Ngcobo set on a campaign 
to celebrate 40 actors that have 
graced our stages in the last 
forty years. This culminated 
in a photographic exhibition 
featuring some of the countries 
cream of the crop actors & 
actresses. The beautiful images 
were captured by Brett Rubin, 
the exhibition is up at the 
Mannie Manim foyer and will go 
down in December 2016. 

From Top Left: Behind the scenes with 
Busi Zokufa, Lerato Mvelase, Dorothy 
Ann Gould, Moshidi Motshegwa, Fiona 
Ramsay, Neil McCarthy
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app (ADvANCED pROGRAMME IN pHOTOGRApHy) 
student exhIbItIon: 

The Market photo Workshop 
opened the App student 
exhibition on the 16 November 
2016.  Follow our social media 
handle #App_ Disruptor for 
updates. Advanced programme 
in photography (App) student 
thando masinga on her work;

“Having been forcefully removed 
from our home by my father after 
22 years of creating undying 
memories with my family and 
building special bonds with my 
surroundings, with my project 
I explore how my younger 
sister and I are relating to our 
new house after the enforced 
relocation.” 

#mpw_disruption #mpw_app2016 
#marketphotoworkshop 
#markettheatrefoundation 

FesTIvAl
zwakala festIVal 2016

Venue
The Ramoloa Makhene Theatre
dates
6 - 11 December

The Zwakala Festival is aimed 
at giving emerging community 
theatre companies a prominent 
platform to showcase their 
talents. The Zwakala Festival is 
open to the public.

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:
12:00-13:00 OPENING CEREMONY
13:00-14:00 From the land of Katutura Tshepisong
16:00-17:00 Conversations with My Self Daveyton
18:00-19:00 Pelo Munsieville

Tuesday 06 December 2016

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:
11:00-12:00 The Monotonous Orlando
12:30-13:30 Solitary Confinement Arcadia
14:00-15:00 The Cleaners Ormonde
14:00-15:00 CLOSING CEREMONY

Sunday 11 December 2016

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:

12:00-13:00 Conversation with My Self Daveyton
12:00-13:00 Sleepless Misery Orange Farm
16:00-17:00 Pelo Munsieville
17:30-18:30 Good Morning Propaganda Thembisa
19:00-20:00 Continuous Pain Zola

Saturday 10 December 2016

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:
12:00-13:00 Sleepless Misery Orange Farm
14:00-15:00 Continuous Pain Zola
16:00-17:00 Solitary Confinement Arcadia

Thursday 08 December 2016

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:
12:00-13:00 The Monotonous Orlando
14:00-15:00 From the land of Katutura Tshepisong
16:00-17:00 Lost Hillbrow

Friday 09 December 2016

START TIME: PLAY: AREA:
12:00-13:00 The Cleaners Ormonde
14:00-15:00 Lost Hillborw
16:00-17:00 Good Morning Propaganda Thembisa

Wednesday 07 December 2017

market photo workshop
Entrance from Bus Factory 
parking
2 Helen Joseph Street 
(formerly president Str)
Newtown

exhIbITION

APP Studen Exhibition: Disruption

PhOTO
WOrKshOP
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cOllAbOrATION
Is the buzz word 

On Friday 2 December, the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Embassy 
of France and French Institute 
of South Africa to explore and 
support cultural collaborations 
that are of mutual interests. The 
MOU was signed by Kwanele 
Gumbi, the Chairperson of the 
Market Theatre Foundation and 
Frank Marchetti, the Head of 
Cooperation at the Embassy of 
France in South Africa.

The Embassy of France in 
South Africa aims to develop 
cooperation between our two 
countries, using arts and culture 
as a bridge. The French Institute 
of South Africa (IFAS) is the 
cultural arm of the Embassy 
and as such, is a key player in 
supporting artistic events in 
various domains, throughout the 
year and around the country, 
ranging from dance, theatre, 
puppetry to music, gastronomy,

design and architecture, 
art exhibitions, cinema and 
literature. Highly demanding in 
offering quality creations while 
favoring the exchange of ideas 
between communities, IFAS 
strives to introduce French and 
Francophone artists in South 
Africa, to promote South African 
artists on the international 
artistic scene and to support 
artistic residencies leading to 
original creations. 

Shamsaan (‘two suns’ in Arabic): 
is a collaborative calendar project 
that has integrated palestinian 
children’s original artworks, 
photographic portraits, and 
life stories. It is intended to 
foster a deeper understanding 
of the palestinian condition 
and to garner a greater degree 
of international solidarity. 

Through children’s eyes, one 
is able to see an alternative 
vision of the everyday that is 
brutal and filled with hardship 
and, simultaneously, joyous 
and bursting with dreams of 
the future, sunlight and ocean 
swims. 

cAleNDAr 
PrOjecT FOUNDATION

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
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WOrKshOP
market theatre hosted the ford foundatIon
The Market Theatre foundation hosted the Ford 
Foundation at the Market Theatre on Friday  2 
December 2016. The representatives from Ford 
foundation were treated to a short production 

directed by the Market Theatres Artistic Director 
James Ngcobo. Living Legend John Kani took them 
on a tour of the theatre. 

gAllery

All images by @ Suzy Bernstein

the basa whIte paper adVocacy 
workshop 

Business and Arts South Africa 
(BASA) invites you to the White 
paper Advocacy Workshop 
facilitated by Kirston Greenop, 
Head of Regulatory Advocacy 
in Group policy, Advocacy 
and Sustainability at Standard 
Bank. This event is organised 
in partnership with BASA, the 
Department of Arts and Culture, 
supported by Arterial Network 
South Africa, and hosted by The 
Market Theatre, taking place on 
13 December 2016 at 15:00.

The purpose of this workshop 
is to offer the arts, culture and 
heritage sector an opportunity to 
work through the current draft of 
the White paper on Arts, Culture 
and Heritage with a focus on 
advocacy and engagement. 

The process will focus on the role 
of civil society and the public in 
engaging and responding to the 
White paper in preparation for 
the final submissions.

This is an open invitation to 
artists and arts organisations to 
join the conversation.

To RSvp for the workshop please 
mail Lakin Morgan-Baatjies on 
lakin@basa.co.za
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sPOTTeD 
mIke Van graan’s facebook page 

“The Market Theatre is staging 
When Swallows Cry, my new 
play on the theme of migration 
and refugees, commissioned by 
a Norwegian theatre company, 
Ibsen International. So good to 
meet the creative team yesterday 
during a rehearsal. Lesedi Job 
makes her directorial debut 
with great support from the 
three actors, Warren Masemola, 
Christiaan Schoombie and Mpho 
Osei-Tutu. Opens in January 
2017, exactly 12 years after 
the Market staged Green Man 
Flashing (James Ngcobo was in 
the cast, and that, apparently, 
was his last time on stage as 
an actor! He is now the artistic 
director of the Market.)”

All images by @ Suzy Bernstein

Top: Christiaan Schoombie & 
Mpho Osei-Tutu.

Bottom: Christiaan Schoombie, Warren 
Masemola, Lesedi Job, Mike Van Graan,  

and Mpho Osei Tutu

The mArKeT 
sqUAre
The market Theatre Foundations 
corporate offices, The Market 
Theatre Laboratory and Market 
photo Workshop move to 138 
Lilian Ngoyi Street, Newtown
Entrance in Lilian Ngoyi Street 

diagonally opposite, South- East, 
of the Market Theatre building
Student entrance on Miriam 
Makeba Street, opposite the 
Mary Fitzgerald Square. Market 
Square has 3 rehearsal rooms, 2 

galleries and 2 large boardrooms 
and 150 seater Ramoloa 
Makhene Theatre.  
Facilities are available for rent.

All images by @ Mpho Mokgadi_ • Market Photo Workshop
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The Market Theatre’s Mosali  eo Neileng eena has been nominated for 

sATmAg 
NOmINATIONs

BEST EMERGING 
DIRECTOR: 
selloane lalu mokuku

BEST 
CHOREOGRApHER: 
sonia radebe

BEST LIGHTING:
nomvula molepo

Dear patrons, 

please note that the Market Theatres’ ticketing 
system will change to Webtickets from the 15th 
November 2016.  

All our booking channels will remain the same, 
you can book tickets via www.markettheatre.co.za 
or purchase tickets at our box office. 

The box office operations are as follows: 
Tuesday  to Sunday from 11:00 to 20:15 or you 
can purchase your ticket at any pick and pay 
outlet.  

WebTIcKeTs

BEST pLAy 2016
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FOUNDATION

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

56 Margaret Mcingana Str, 
Newtown Johannesburg

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

