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40 countries at
the market theatre

south african film festival

Venue
Market Theatre
DateS
5 - 12 March 2017
TIME
Check out Screenings & Times
here:
www.rapidlion.co.za

Now in its second year, Rapid
Lion also known as The
South African International
Film Festival celebrates the
magnitude of BRICS and African
filmmaking with a special
emphasis on South African
cinema. The Film Festival aims
to be one of the most-loved and
important cultural events on the
Johannesburg calendar.
From 5 March to 12 March
Rapid Lion 2017 will bring 140
films from 40 countries to The
Market Theatre in Newtown,
Johannesburg.
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The Festival features films of
multiple genres and varying
lengths, Q&A sessions, and
niche sections. These include
Kindercinema aimed at the
youngest filmgoers and their
parents; The Heritage platform,
which features South African
films of yesteryear; and
Homage, comprising the work
of the recipient of The Lionel
Ngakane Lifetime Achievement
Award.From start to finish it is
a compelling story as these two
men who described as part of
the continuum of struggle show
their cards and slowly unleash and
display their power for each other.
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sophiatown

a tale about triumph!
Venue
John Kani
DateS
31 March - 14 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

The play is a life history of the mid1950s township, Sophiatown, in
west central Johannesburg, South
Africa; one of the only places at
that time where black people could
own property. It became a cultural
and ethnic melting pot – a vibrant
community made up of some
of South Africa’s most notable
gangsters, journalists, writers,
musicians and politicians. That is,
until it was declared a ‘black spot’
by the government under the 1954
Group Segregation Act and was
destroyed.

itsoseng
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
7 April - 7 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

‘Molusi is a charismatic performer
with a natural humor that keeps
the piece from being too heavy.
The language of the play is a mix
of blunt observation and poetic
embellishment that shows Molusi
is a talented playwright that can
tow the line between fantastic
escapism and gritty realism.’
- Chicago Theater Beat
#KasiLove
#Itsoseng

#Sophiatown
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ISITHUNZI

Dehumanising campus video inspires
2016 Zwakala Festival WINNER
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
26 May - 18 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007 the “Reitz Four”
incident at the University of Free
State, a video about four white
male students that displayed
despicable behaviour towards
a group of black middle aged
cleaning staff went viral. The
students called the incident “their
own take of integration.” The
incident called for introspection on
the university campus.
Isithunzi, the 2016 winner of
the 24th Zwakala Festival at the
Market Theatre gets to the depth
of this disgraceful and humiliating
incident in a family when two boys,
UScelo and uMuzi, sons of one of
the ladies humiliated in the video
attempt to come to grips with the
impact of the incident on their
family’s reputation and stability.
#Isithunzi
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The SUIT

Can ThEmba season
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
05 May - 04 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Fans of author and playwright Can
Themba can look forward to one
of his most famous work, The Suit,
as the Market Theatre continues to
celebrate his life and talent during
the Theatre’s Can Themba Season.
This year marks 50 years since Can
Themba’s passing. The Market
Theatre staged The House of Truth
an autobiographical play about his
life earlier during January this year.
The Suit was first performed by
Sello Maake Ka Ncube, Stella
Khumalo, Job Kubatsi and Alistair
Dube. It will again have an allstar cast for this revival carefully
selected to deliver this timeless
story to entertain and provoke a
new audience.
#TheSuit
#CanThemba
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LABORATORY

Market theatre
Wednesday matinees
to set newtown alight
The regular matinee
performances will kick in with
the return of Sophiatown, a
heart-warming musical that
will evoke nostalgic memories
about a time and place of almost
mythical proportions. The play
is rich with the original sounds
of the place once dubbed
the Chicago of South Africa.
Sophiatown tells a story of a
Jewish girl who moves into the

tiny home of a shebeen queen
in this vibrant suburb. The eight
characters bring their dreams
and hopes alive through song
and comedy.

The box office is open from
09h00 – 20h00. Patrons can
also book tickets for any Market
Theatre production at any Pick ’n
Pay outlet.

Bookings for the matinees
shows can also be made via the
online booking system at www.
webtickets.com or by calling the
Theatre’s box office on 011 832
1641 ext 108.

#WednesdayMatinees
#DayShows

THE MARKET LAB

bring a book to the theatre
The “Bring-a-Book-to-theTheatre” campaign was
launched when two Market
Theatre supporters Fiona
Wallace and Mandie van der
Spuy cleared their personal
bookshelves and donated their
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book to the resources centre at
the Market Theatre Laboratory.
Since then several more
people have been contributing
playscripts and books about
theatre to the resources centre.
The resources centre is used by

students at the Market Theatre
Laboratory, actors working at the
Market Theatre and by visiting
students who are looking for
information about South African
theatre.
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Chilahaebolae
Venue
The Barney Simon
DateS
19 - 28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Chilahaebolae is a satirical play
written by Kgafela oa Magogodi.
Packed with adventure and
laughter, Chilahaebolae is a thrilling
theatrical experience which
taps into the Basarwa tradition
of subversive storytelling. In
Chilahaebolae the antics of animal
proxies open a window into the
neo-colonial set-up.

bring your
own frame
EYEMINDED is a monthly reading
and writing forum on photography
in Africa presented in partnership
with the Market Photo Workshop.
The intention is to cultivate a
supportive intellectual community

of academics, curators, artists,
cultural workers and writers
based in Johannesburg who
engage photography in some of its
theoretical, historical, and textual
complexity.

Monthly meetings are proposed
for the last Monday of every month
and will be held at the Market
Photo Workshop.

This allegory presents the world of
Phokobje, the Jackal, who sets out
in search of a long lost friend Mpja,
the dog. He soon discovers that
things are not as they used to be.
He finds that Mpja has cut ties with
Nageng and is swimming in the fat
of Chilahaebolaye’s suburban bliss.
Phokobje’s sudden appearance is
an unwelcome interruption and
an unpleasant reminder of Mpja”s
betrayal. Phokobje’s refusal to
comply with the ways of a world
run by Motho further complicates
matters. Cracks on the edifice of
their brotherhood grow wider and
deeper.
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PHOTO
WORKSHOP

Profiling

Getting to know your Market Theatre Foundation

tour guide /Front desk receptionist Busi Letwaba

© Celimpilo Mazibuko

2016
tierney

fellowship

Celimpilo Mazibuko, the Market Photo
Workshop’s 2016 Tierney Fellow’s,
documentary project focuses on the
current land issues faced by South
Africans living in the townships,
in congested Reconstruction and
Development Programme (RDP)
houses. The project explores the
broader aspect of the human
settlement with the intimate spaces of
different township communities.
In preparation for the final Tierney
Fellowship group critique session on
16 - 17 March with Fellows from Wits
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School of Arts and Michaelis School of
Fine Art, the Market Photo workshop
will host a critique session with
Celimpilo on Friday 24 February.
The Tierney Fellowship is a
developmental mentorship established
to help launch the career of emerging
photographers. The Fellowship awards
the recipients with the financial
and infrastructural support needed
to develop a substantial body of
photography work over the course of
a year.

Busi Letwaba is the Receptionist
at the Market Square. Her
passion for the Market Theatre
Foundation is evident when
she leads the Market Theatre’s
weekly tours.

Q: Where do you see yourself
within the Market Theatre
over five years?
A: I have always been fascinated
by how people from different
parts of the world interact.

Q: What is your favourite show
seen at the Market Theatre?
A: 	Animal Farm directed by Neil
Coppen

Q: What do you aspire to be?
A: 	I would like to become Brand
and Communications 		
	Manager. My is passion
to introduce theatre to 		
the next generation through
communication.

Q: Most impressionable actor/
director you have worked
with or met?
A:	Sibusiso Mamba, He directed
me on 6 characters in search
of an author, he was amazing.
Q: What is your most favourite
aspect about your job at the
Market Theatre Foundation?
A: I get to interact with different
people all the time

Q: What can people look
forward to when attending
the Market Theatre 		
Foundation Tours?
A: Being the graduate of the
Market Laboratory, acting will
always be my first love hence
I’ve incorporated 			
performance or monologues
into the first part of the tour.
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LAST week in pictures
Seen at the Market theatre
at the south african
international film festival
awards on Wednesday
1 March 2017.
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NALEDI THEATRE AWARDS 2017
NOMINATIONS REVEAL @ THE MARKET THEATRE!

After much anticipation
and deliberation by a
panel of 28 judges over 2
days about 80 productions
in 27 categories staged
during 2016 in more than
23 theatres, the Naledi
Theatre Awards is proud
to announce the nominees
for the 2016 Naledi Theatre
Awards.
“Now in existence for 13 years,
the Naledi Theatre Awards has
grown into the biggest and most
prestigious awards event in South
Africa to recognize and reward
excellence in South African theatre’,
according to Naledi Theatre Awards
founder and Executive Director,
Dawn Lindberg.
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The judges are: Renos Spanoudes
(playwright, actor and drama
teacher), Welcome Msomi
(theatre producer and playwright),
Sello Maake ka `Ncube (TV and
stage actor), Maishe Maponya
(playwright and Arts Activist),
Helen Heldenmuth (TV producer),
Gregory Goss (Theatre lover and
equestrian), Johan van der Merwe
(theatre lover and Afrikaans
Festival judge), Annelize Hicks
(drama teacher), Jenni Newman
(PR and radio presenter), Matthew
Counihan (drama teacher and
actor), Rudi Sadler (theatre
reviewer and graphic designer),
and Tiffany Higgo (drama teacher).

A special panel for Theatre for
Young Audiences partnering
with Assitej SA includes Gerard
Bester (director Hillbrow Theatre
Project), Allison Green (Assitej
SA); Kgomotso Christopher (TV
actress), Omphile Molusi (Theatre
director and playwright), Dorianne
Alexander (drama teacher), and
Lakin Morgan-Baatjies (BASA).
Venue
Mannie Manim
Date
Monday 27 March
Time
17:30
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Conference to explore
value of sa’s cultural
economy
The South African Cultural
Observatory (SACO), established
in 2015, is the national public
research entity of the Department
of Arts & Culture. Cultural domains
such as arts, tourism, heritage,
libraries and museums are
researched by SACO in order to
build intellectual capacity across
these sectors.
SACO’s second national
conference, coinciding with Africa
Month celebrations is scheduled
to take place over two days on
May 24 and 25 at the Turbine Hall
in Johannesburg, South Africa.
Delegates at the conference will
be able to participate in and be
inspired by some of SACO’s events
that will be scheduled at the
Market Theatre.
“The conference is an important
opportunity to profile global and
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local research in the cultural and
creative industries (CCIs) and arts,
culture and heritage (ACH) sectors”
said Professor Richard Haines,
SACO chief executive of SACO.

information that positions the
CCIs and ACH sectors as a real
functioning industry – especially
in South Africa and on the African
continent,”

“The conference will also look at
economic impact, employment
figures, statistics and other bedrock

For more details about the
conference visit SACO’s website:
www.southafricanculturalobservatory.co.za

The Market Theatre Foundation is committed to bringing information at your finger tips. Visit our
revamped website which launches simultaneously as we publish this week’s edition of BUZZ.
www.markettheatre.co.za • #MTFLiveatyourfingertips
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Miriam Makeba
Street
Market Square is bordered
on the east side by Miriam
Makeba Street. This week we
remembered Mama Miriam
Makeba’s birthday on Saturday
4 February. If the internationally
celebrated songstress was still
alive she would be 85 years old.
The Market Theatre
Foundation’s social media
specialist went out in to Miriam
Makeba Street and found some
really likeable celebrities:
Leila Henriques,
Nokukhanya Dlamini,
Jaques Da Silva,
Robyn Orlin,
Nambitha Mpumlwana and
Billy Langa.
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The Market Laboratory
Introduction to Playwriting
course offers a clear step-bystep guide in the basics of
developing and staging a play.
Students will first learn different
types of theatre stages and
their function. The course will
then take them through the
process of learning different
methods of developing striking
and unforgettable characters,
plot, conflict and structure,

setting and dialogue. These are
just some of the few elements
they will explore in developing
a new script. They will also get
opportunities to go out and
watch some plays. There will
be more than a dozen other
elements to learn that they can
use in the rewriting process to
move their script up a level.
Our goal for the course is for
each student to write their own
ten-minutes play, which will be

stage-read by actors at the end
of the course.
Registration for the course is
open at the Market Theatre
Laboratory from the 27th
February - 10 March 2017.
Classes for the 12 week course
will run on Saturday mornings
from 09:00 to 12:00, starting
Saturday 1st April 2017.
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PHILLIP DIKOTLA AND THE

BIG BENEFACTOR
SHOW

Theatre Laboratory, will create
a bursary fund for students at
the Laboratory with the money
raised through ticket sales for
this production.

Phillip Dikotla is paving the way
for the next generation of young
actors by presenting three
fundraising performances of
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his new comedy, The Big Show:
Road to Stardom at the Market
Theatre Laboratory. Phillip, and
alumnus of the of the Market

Phillip is a multi-award winning,
multi-talented actor, writer,
director and stand-up comedy
artist. He is best known for
Skierlik, a one man show that
he wrote and performed which
won the Olive Schreiner Award
for Theatre, an Encore Ovation
Award, and a Fleur de Cap for
Best Performance in a Revue,
Musical or One Person Show.
“The Market Theatre Laboratory
is very excited to be partnering
with Phillip for this bursary

LABORATORY

fundraiser’, says Education
Officer, Clara Vaughan. “It is
wonderful to see graduates
use the skills they learnt
at the Lab to help current
students. We are privileged
to have alumni who are so
invested in the education
and success of every class.
The opportunities this offers
our students, in the form
of bursaries, mentorships,
support and advice, is
priceless.”
As the educational arm of
the world famous Market
Theatre, the Laboratory aims
to help its students develop
the knowledge, skills and
experience to build incomegenerating, sustainable
careers as actors and theatremakers, and thus to break
the cycle of poverty which
threatens to define their
futures.
THE BIG SHOW-Road to
Stardom, directed by MoMo
Matsunyane, is a unique
show that crosses the line
between stand-up and
performance/sketch comedy.
A young comedienne is
trying desperately to make

his dream of having his own
TV show come true – and in
the process, says whatever
he thinks about everything
and anything, with no limits.
The show draws on late night
television tropes to cover a
wide range of topics – from
growing up on planet earth
without land, to cute monkeys
in Durban. It’s a punchline
after punchline rib-cracking
comedy!
Phillip explains why he
decided to create a bursary
fund for students at the
Market Theatre Laboratory:
“I know their situation, I know
what it’s like to be so close
to making your dreams come
true…. and your only obstacle
is money. I want to contribute
somehow, to someone having
the privilege of a tuition free
education.”
Tickets for Road To Stardom
are available on via the
Market Theatre website
www.markettheatre.co.za or
Pick and Pay stores all over
Gauteng. The Market Lab will
host three performances, on
31 March and 1 April at 20:00,
and 2 April at 15:00.
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part-time
acting course

LABORATORY

Applications Open
The next part-time acting
course at the Market Theatre
Laboratory runs from 6 May – 22
July, and applications are now
open! This course is for people
who would like to learn more
about acting but can’t commit to
a full-time programme. Classes
run every Saturday in twelve
week cycles, allowing new
students to join throughout the
year. At the end of each cycle,
a showcase is held at which the
students present what they have
been working on in class.
To apply, submit an online
application via the Market Lab’s
website:
www.marketlab.co.za or email
courses@marketlab.co.za.
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Venue: Market Photo Workshop
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street, (entrance
on Margaret Mcingana Street)
Newtown
Date: 09 Feb - 19 Mar 2017
A solo exhibition by 2015 Gisèle
Wulfsohn Mentorship Recipient
Phumzile Khanyile is currently
on show at The Market Photo
Workshop Gallery.

The exhibition will run till 19 March
2017
Phumzile is the recipient of the
2015 Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship
in Photography. The mentorship
is set out as a developmental
platform and opportunity to
continue activism through
photography in the spirit of Gisèle
Wulfsohn.

Ayana V. Jackson, a renowned
American photographer and
filmmaker mentored Phumzile in
producing this body of work.
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Brainstorm
Calendar
Competition
Twelve photographers from the Market Photo Workshop
were selected to interpret South Africa’s top IT brands. Nathi
Khumalo has been named as the winner of the Brainstorm
Calendar Competition. The judges were Lekgetho Makola,
head of the Market Photo Workshop, and Beverley Pestana
Inacio, head of the six month programme at the College of
Digital Photography in Johannesburg.
Khumalo (24) was chosen to produce a work for United States
company Red Hat, which provides open-source software
products.
The monochromatic image shows a man, back to the camera,
walking through a city street. His reflection is suspended in a
puddle of water in the foreground, his hat transformed into a
crimson one. (content courtesy of Brainstorm)

exhibition
The Advanced Programme in
Photography (APP) Class of 2016’s
group exhibition, Disruption is
currently at Gallery 1989. The
exhibition will run till 17 March
2017.
Address: 138 Lillian Ngoyi street,
Newtown. Market Square

Market Photo Workshop trainer,
Michelle Loukidis opened her
solo exhibition titled Recesses on
2 March 2017 at the Res Gallery
in Rosebank. The exhibition runs
till 29 April 2017.

Top: Photo of Nathi Khumalo with winning image by Matthew Burbidge
Bottom: Image titled ‘red hat’ submitted by Nathi Kumalo for the
competition.
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Market Square
directions:
Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree)
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret
Mcingana streets
Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294
• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.
• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over 		
	Mandela Bridge.
• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge, 		
turn right into Carr Street.
• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba
	Street.
• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown
Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.
• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into
the Mall’s underground parking garage.
• When you come out of the parking garage using 		
the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the
east of the parking area in the direction of the 		
water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The
Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right
towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the
security / ushers if you feel unsure.
• To get to the Market Square, continue past the
Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lilian 		
Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square
entrance towards your left – diagonally across the
road from the Market Theatre building.
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FOUNDATION
For more information
about the Market Theatre
Foundation, please visit
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

