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Market theatre 
productions

go on tour  

Bloemfontein:
• TAU

• Suddenly the Storm 

Grahamstown:
• TAU

Playhouse Durban:
• Crepuscule 

Cape Town:
• Suddenly the Storm 

United Kingdom:
• The Suitcase 

13 - 19 MAR
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CrePUsCUle
VenUe
Playhouse Theatre (Durban)
DaTes          
1 - 7 May 2017

“With palpably gorgeous language 
and featuring some truly brilliant 
set decisions by the inimitable 
Nadya Cohen, the work is compact 

and edgy as it is completely 
engaging. In short, it is flawless: 
a work where every nuance is 
thought through and taken care of, 
a product which offers a portrait 
of Sophiatown that jives and beats 
and weeps and lives. See it.”
- Robyn Sassen

TaU
VenUe
Vryfees (Bloemfontein)
DaTes 
18 - 22 July 2017 

Winner of the 2016 Zwakala 
Theatre Festival.

“Tau is a brave story of a boy 
for whom change and time are 

the only constant variables. Tau 
questions himself as he questions 
the world, trying to understand the 
world and his place in it. Finding 
and losing himself in his friends, 
family and village. How can you 
be like others when you are so 
different it scares you? What is it 
that really defines a man?”
- Musings & Musicals Blog

sUDDenly The sTorm 
VenUe Baxter Theatre  (Cape Town)         
DaTes 5 June - 9 July 2017 

VenUe Vryfees (Bloemfontein)                  
DaTes 18 - 22 July 2017 

VenUe Playhouse Theatre (Durban)          
DaTes 7 - 13 August 2017

Written by Paul Slabolepzy and 
directed by Bobby Heaney, 
Suddenly the Storm is a whirlwind 
of mixed emotions – greed, love, 
loss and healing, Suddenly the 
Storm touches on topics that make 
this country so rich and rewarding 
for those who can brave its storms.

The sUiTCase
VenUe  Hull Truck Theatre (UK)
DaTes UK Tour dates and venues 
to be announced shortly. 

The Suitcase is a short story by 
Es’kia Mphahlele, adapted for 
the stage by the Market Theatre’s 
Artistic Director James Ngcobo 
with music from Hugh Masekela 
and choreography by Gregory 
Magoma. It follows a young 
couple from the South African 

province of KwaZulu-Natal who 
seek a better life in the city, soon 
to realise that urban life is cold, 
cruel and unwelcoming. With 
unemployment and pregnancy in 
the mix, a split-second decision is 
made which sets the couple on an 
unexpected course. The month-
long UK tour is supported by Arts 
Council England’s Strategic Touring 
Fund.

Be sUre To Tell yoUr frienDs anD family To see oUr hiT 
shows! 

marKeT TheaTre ProDUCTions 
Go on ToUr 
The marKeT TheaTre is GoinG on The roaD!  
Four productions which played to successful houses at the Market Theatre will now enthrall audiences in 
Cape Town, Durban, Bloemfontein and in the UK.
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iTsosenG
VenUe
Ramolao Makhene
DaTes
7 April - 7 May 2017
Time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

“Considering the success of the 
original one-man show, with all 
humility as a recently birthed 
Director, I embark on a journey of 
finding another possibility in how to 
tell the beautiful yet heartbreaking 
story of the township Itsoseng.” 
- Lesedi Job 

Originally performed as a one man 
show Itsoseng has been adapted as 
an ensemble piece with a cast of 7 
actors. The play is a portrayal of the 
harsh realities of the South African 
township space where politics 
and violence are often, if not 
always at the forefront of people’s 
lives. It asks if love can truly exist 
when people find themselves in a 
hopeless place. 

#KasiLove
#Itsoseng
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soPhiaTown
a Tale aBoUT TriUmPh!
VenUe
John Kani
DaTes
31 March - 14 May 2017
Time
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

The play is a life history of the mid-
1950s township, Sophiatown, in 
west central Johannesburg, South 
Africa; one of the only places at 
that time where black people could 
own property. It became a cultural 
and ethnic melting pot – a vibrant 
community made up of some 
of South Africa’s most notable 
gangsters, journalists, writers, 
musicians and politicians. That is, 
until it was declared a ‘black spot’ 
by the government under the 1954 
Group Segregation Act and was 
destroyed.

#Sophiatown
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The sUiT
Can ThemBa season

VenUe
Mannie Manim
DaTes
05 May - 04 June 2017
Time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Set in Sophiatown against the 
backdrop of forced removals in the 
1950s, The Suit is Can Themba’s 
most famous work. Adapted for 
the stage by Mothobi Mutloatse 
and Barney Simon and directed 
by James Ngcobo, the charming 
tale leads the audience through a 
dark tragi-comedy about infidelity, 
revenge and remorse. 

Themba created the suit to be 
a character in its own right as 
a physical reminder of a dead 
romance. Siyabonga Twala playing 
Philemon and Zola Nombona 
playing Mathilda in this beautiful 
and poignant story about love and 
forgiveness, The Suit is testimony 
to why Can Themba’s rich legacy 
of unique South African stories 
continues to humanise us.

#TheSuit
#CanThemba

isiThUnZi
DehUmanisinG CamPUs ViDeo insPires 
2016 ZwaKala fesTiVal winner
VenUe
Ramolao Makhene
DaTes
26 May - 18 June 2017
Time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007 the “Reitz Four” 
incident at the University of Free 
State, a video about four white 
male students that displayed 
despicable behaviour towards 
a group of black middle aged 
cleaning staff went viral. The 
students called the incident “their 
own take of integration.” The 
incident called for introspection on 
the university campus. 

Isithunzi, the 2016 winner of 
the 24th Zwakala Festival at the 
Market Theatre gets to the depth 
of this disgraceful and humiliating 
incident in a family when two boys, 
UScelo and uMuzi, sons of one of 
the ladies humiliated in the video 
attempt to come to grips with the 
impact of the incident on their 
family’s reputation and stability.

#Isithunzi
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The regular matinee performances will 
kick in with the return of Sophiatown a 
heart-warming musical that will evoke 
nostalgic memories about a time and 
place of almost mythical proportions. 
The play is rich with the original sounds 
of the place once dubbed the Chicago 
of South Africa. Sophiatown tells a story 
of a Jewish girl who moves into the tiny 
home of a shebeen queen in this vibrant 
suburb. The eight characters bring their 
dreams and hopes alive through song 
and comedy. 

Bookings for the matinees shows can 
also be made via the online booking 
system at www.webtickets.com or by 
calling the Theatre’s box office on 011 
832 1641 ext 108. 

The box office is open from 09h00 - 
20h00. Patrons can also book tickets for 
any Market Theatre production at any 
Pick ’n Pay outlet. 

#WednesdayMatinees
#DayShows

WHAT’S ON AT 
THE MARKET 
PHOTO 
WORKSHOP!

VenUe: Market Photo Workshop 
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street, (entrance on 
Margaret Mcingana Street) 
Newtown
DaTe: 09 Feb - 19 Mar 2017

Plastic Crowns, Phumzile 
Khanyile’s first solo exhibition 
is the culmination of work 
produced during the yearlong 
Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship in 
Photography. The exhibition is 
on show at the Market Photo 
Workshop Gallery until 19 March 
2017. This exhibition closes in a 
week make sure you make a date 
to see this thought provoking body 
of work. Entrance is free at Market 
Square 138 Lilian Ngoyi street in 
Newtown.

5 APRil - FiRST MARKET THEATRE
PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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ExHibiTiONS
Disruption, the Advanced 
Programme in Photography Class of 
2016 student exhibition is currently 
on show at Gallery 1989 until 17 
March 2017.

Re-Imagining Sharpeville is 
a photographic account of 
contemporary Sharpeville, produced 
by the 2015 Tierney Mentorship 
recipient, Tsepo Gumbi. The 
exhibition is currently on show at 
the Photographer’s Gallery at the 
Market Theatre. 

10

2016 
Tierney 
fellowshiP

The fellowship was created in 2003 
by The Tierney Family Foundation to 
support emerging artists in the field 
of photography.  The primary goal of 
the Fellowship is to find tomorrow’s 
distinguished artists and leaders in the 
world of photography and assist them 
in overcoming the challenges that a 
photographer faces at the beginning 

of his or her career.  MPW alumnus 
Compile Mazibuko is the 2016 
recipient of the fellowship. As the tail 
end of the fellowship approaches, 
critique sessions have been scheduled 
for 16-17 March 2017. Mazibuko’s 
work will be critiqued by David 
Goldblatt, Molemo Moila, George 
Mahashe and Peter McKenzie. 

© Celimpilo Mazibuko

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

11
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The final assessment for the first 
Foundation Course, FC 17-01 is 

scheduled for the week of 13 March. 

Bafana Zembe recently installed 
artworks from the MTF collection 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre. 

The Commmunity media Training 
Programme sees participants 

return for their penultimate week 
of training. 

Alumni Nathi Nkhumalo, Morwahla 
‘Moss’ Moeng, and Sanele Moya 
exhibited works produced under 
their collective BLD at the africa 
art fair in Cape Town from the 24 
February – 05 March 2017
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PublicATiON REviEW: SOFT WAllS
Soft Walls seeks to deal with 
convivial relationships between 
migrated African nationals and 
South Africans; revealing the subtle 
ways in which individuals make 
sense of their experiences; forming 
relationships and bonds that can 
challenge dominant perceptions 
and prejudices and celebrate 
difference.

Sydelle Willow Smith’s 
photography narrative deals 
with the tensions between 
certainty & uncertainty and 
conviction & distance. Soft Walls 
is a contemplative and tentative 
response to Smith’s interactions 
with and understanding of her 
subjects that layers the city, 
the private, and public, framed 
by questions of belonging and 
assimilation.
Sydelle Willow Smith is the 2013 
Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship 
recipient. 

Smith was mentored by Dave 
Southwood.

Veteran South African 
Photographer, Peter mcKenzie will 
be a guest lecturer at MPW. 

McKenzie will facilitate sessions on 
the History of African Photography 
in mid-March. Look out for further 
details in next week’s copy of 
Market Buzz.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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cONFERENcE TO ExPlORE 
value of sa’s cultural 
economy
The South African Cultural 
Observatory (SACO), established 
in 2015, is the national public 
research entity of the Department 
of Arts & Culture. Cultural domains 
such as arts, tourism, heritage, 
libraries and museums are 
researched by SACO in order to 
build intellectual capacity across 
these sectors.

SACO’s second national 
conference, coinciding with Africa 
Month celebrations is scheduled 
to take place over two days on 
May 24 and 25 at the Turbine Hall 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Delegates at the conference will 
be able to participate in and be 
inspired by some of SACO’s events 
that will be scheduled at the 
Market Theatre.

“The conference is an important 
opportunity to profile global and 

local research in the cultural and 
creative industries (CCIs) and arts, 
culture and heritage (ACH) sectors” 
said Professor Richard Haines, 
SACO chief executive of SACO.  

“The conference will also look at 
economic impact, employment 
figures, statistics and other bedrock 

information that positions the 
CCIs and ACH sectors as a real 
functioning industry – especially 
in South Africa and on the African 
continent,” 

For more details about the 
conference visit SACO’s website:
www.southafricanculturalobservatory.co.za

bASA TRAiNiNG 
PROGRAMME
Workshops for Business Arts South 
Africa’s first cycle of the BASA 
Established Education Programme 
for 2017 will take place at Market 
Square.

worKshoPs & faCiliTaTors:

monday, 13 march:
Asset Based Community 
Development with Mandisa Tshiqi

Tuesday, 14 march:
Strategy with Amy-Louise Shelver
With a Keynote address by Market 
Theatre Foundation CEO Ismail 
Mahomed

wednesday, 15 march:
Marketing & Communications with 
Lauren Woolf

For more information about the 
workshops contact: kim@basa.
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cOMPliMENTS 
FLOW IN FOR #MTFTOURS GUIDE BUsi leTwaBa
  
“Letwaba gives a passionate 
delivery on every subject, and it’s 
rare to visit famous spaces such 
as the Dr John Kani Theatre or the 
Mannie Manim Theatre (previously 
know as the Laager Theatre) 
without the buzz of a show night 
crowd. The simple beauty of these 
performance spaces, so bare, again 
shows you how important it is to 
support every production at the 
Market Theatre. Parts of Newtown, 
such as Kippies Bar, is also included 
in the tour. These tours cost only 
R20. For more info visit www.
markettheatre.co.za“
 – the AHHH list – on wordpress 
blog by Adriaan Roets.

“I just want to thank you again 
for the amazing tour last week 
Wednesday. In my pupils words: 
“I wasn’t ready for that amazing 
opening performance.” You 
definitely made the tour and I want 
to thank you for that! The Market 
Theatre will definitely be seeing us 
again!“ 
- Miss Engela Ackermann, Dramatic 
Arts Educator, Tyger Valley College

Tours of the Market Theatre take 
place every Wednesday at 11:00.  
Visit the Market Theatre website to 
book your place in the tour.

MARKET THEATRE FOuNDATiON 
cEO AT THE PODiuM: 
On Friday 10th March, Market 
Theatre Foundation CEO Ismail 
Mahomed was the keynote 
speaker at the AFDA Graduation 
Ceremony held at the Linder 
Auditorium in Johannesburg. 
“Theatre-makers hold an immense 
power. They can take their 
audiences like captives into a 
dark space; and in an hour they 
can hold the audience’s thoughts, 
manipulate their emotions, raise 
their consciousness, force them 
to reflect and challenge them 
to re-envision new possibilities. 
We let them discover the other 
by watching those on stage. We 
let them breath the anxiety and 
the excitement of the person 
sitting next to them” he told the 
graduating students.

He is seen here with AFDA’s  Dean 
of Performance Studies, Professor 
Malcolm Purkey. 

Mahomed was also a guest speaker 
at the South African International 
Women’s WE LEAD Conference 
on Wednesday 4th March. He said 
to the packed audience, “We men 
may think we fuel the planet but it 
is you women that keep this planet 
on its axis and make it rotate. If you 
stopped then we’d all fall off”.
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PROFiliNG

naThi KhUmalo 
is a Course assistant at the market Photo workshop. he is the the 
winner of the Brainsorm Award. Nathi will be creating a photo 
project for mTn, the main sponsor of the Brainstorm award calendar.

Q: where were, you born?
A: Chris Hani Baragwath   
 Hospital, Soweto 

Q:  what are the most vibrant  
 things about you? 
A: Love humor. Laughing is   
 essential for me

Q: what do you enjoy most   
 about your job?
A: It keeps me engaged; the 
 environment is quite   
 conducive to my practice   
 as a creative; working with  
 other professionals who are  
 like minded has taught me 
 a lot.

Q:  Tell us something about your  
 job that people would not  
 know unless they did your  
 job?
A: Working with students is   
 quite challenging and it keeps  
 me on my feet.
 I prefer solution orientated  
 approaches rather than   
 focusing on problems.
  
Q: what drives you to wake   
 up in the morning and come  
 to work? 
A: I am driven by the desire to  
 learn more. In order for me to  
 be able to apply myself, I have 
 to learn & practice discipline.  
 It’s a career trajectory; going  

 to work is a process which is  
 preparing me to understand  
 the dynamics of professional  
 ethics. 

Q:  Tell us what is the    
 Brainstorm award?
A: Alumni and students from  
 the Market Photo Workshop  
 are invited to submit images  
 by ITWeb. Twenty images are 
 chosen for their website and
 12 images are finally selected
 for a calendar. The American  
 company RedHat, which
 provides open software   
 products, sponsored me. 

Q: are there any other success  
 stories you wish to share?
A: My personal success is   
 being able to practice as a 
 photographer, which is   
 something i dreamt of when 
 I was in high school. 
 Manifesting and looking at  
 my growth as practitioner is  
 quite a good feeling. 

Q:  what do you do when you’re  
 not at work?
A: If it’s not resting or having 
 fun, it would be
 photographing or editing.   
 I like to stay as productive as  
 possible.

Q:  Describe yourself in one   
 sentence? 
A: I am who I am
 
Q:  Given a chance to change  
 something in s.a, what   
 would it be?
A:  A revised national schooling  
 system that will introduce  
 arts education to public
 schools, that way South
 Africans will have a better
 understanding and   
 appreciation of the arts; and  
 it will increase support for  
 local artists.
  
Q: any future plans? 
A: To keep creating artworks   
 patiently, I’m also part of a
 collective called BLD, so   

 growth within the industry  
 for the collective is vital and  
 in line with my work and   
 future plans.

Q:  Please tell us something   
 about the career path you’ve  
 followed and in what way is
 it better than others you   
 could have followed?
A:  Honestly, I wouldn’t want to 
 do any other thing.   
 Photography was the only  
 career I felt that I would   
 enjoy.

Q: Given a chance to change  
 one thing in the arts and   
 Culture industry, what would  
 it be?
A: Artist should be treated with 
 more respect and    
 compensated according to  
 standards. Without the artist,  
 the entire industry is worth  
 nothing.

GET TO KNOW yOUR MARKET THEATRE FOUNDATION 
PERSONALITIES.UP Close anD Personal wiTh...
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Seen at the Market Theatre during 
The South African International 

Film Festival Awards Evening. 
Pictures taken by Busi Letwaba.

SOuTH AFRicAN iNTERNATiONAl
FilM FESTivAl
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Seen at the Market Theatre during the Rapid Lion Film Festival awards evening on Saturday 
4 March 2017. Pictures taken by Busi Letwaba.
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BrinG a BooK To The TheaTre
Arts lover and former journalist 
Gillian Anstey is the latest 
supporter of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory Book Drive.

you too can donate a book to 
the Market Theatre Laboratory 

on your next visit to the Market 
Theatre. It’s a gift that keeps 
on giving to the students who 
will benefit immensely from the 
books. 

#MarketLabBookDrive

THE MARKET lAb

lAbORATORY

Market Theatre Foundation’s revamped website
On Monday 6 March the Market Theatre Foundation launched its revamped website. 

Now what’s on at the Market Theatre foundation is right at your fingertips.

www.markettheatre.co.za • #MTFLiveatyourfingertips
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FOuNDATiON

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

MARKET SquARE 
DiREcTiONS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.  

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage.  

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square.  Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate.  Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance.  Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lilian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.


