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Productions
The House of truth
Venue
Barney Simon
DateS
10 - 29 January 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:10
“I loved the transition from bright
young hope to jaded drunk. It is
captured so subtly and gently that
my compassion was triggered and I
wished I could go back and reverse
all his life’s disappointments. The
Market Theatre was once known
for its role in letting the South
African public know about the
ravages of apartheid. It now tells
the stories of those who told those
stories. It is a place where one can
unravel the intricacies of South
Africa’s past and present through
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Productions
When swallows cry

the medium of theatre. It is still
a happening place. The House of
Truth is one more event that makes
it so.
One word of warning. You HAVE to
book. This production is playing to
full houses.”
– Moira de Swardt

Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
13 January - 5 February 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15
Daily Maverick and the Market
Theatre partner on World Premiere
A dynamic partnership between
the 40-year old Market Theatre and
the fearless, nonconformist online
news platform, Daily Maverick, will
see the launch of a series of events
centred around the world premiere
of Mike van Graan’s play When
Swallows Cry.

affiliation to any political party or
religious organisation”, said Ismail
Mahomed, the CEO of the Market
Theatre.
Daily Maverick provides a unique
blend of news, information,
analysis and opinion reaching
more than 1 million unique
monthly browsers. Its core team
of experienced journalists are
bolstered by thought-provoking
and topical articles written by
well-respected external
contributors and public figures.

“This is a perfect match between
the work of a bold and outspoken
playwright and the independently
owned media group with no
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Productions
The Meeting
Venue
Barney Simon
DateS
2 - 26 February 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Village Square
The Meeting, is a powerful play
focusing on the lives of two black
political icons. This will make this
February’s Black History Month at
the Market Theatre an event to
remember. Jeff Stetson’s play is set
in a Harlem hotel, where Malcolm
X and Martin Luther King Jr engage
in a spirited debate about their
differing approaches to improving
the lives of black people in a
predominantly white society.
The Meeting is directed by the
Market Theatre’s Artistic director
James Ngcobo and stars Aubrey
Pooe, Brendon Daniels and Litha
Bam.
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Productions
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
13 January - 5 February 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

the prominent indigenous musical
orchestra in the world. The show
boosts with colourful recitals
centred-around African languages
and dialects including some of the
most marginalized languages such
as Xun which is a language of the
San.

Medu Promotions in association
with the Market Theatre presents
the Village Square musical
showpiece by the multi-awards
winner and legendary curator of
indigenous musical orchestra.

The show brings to the fore
elements of cultural expression
which, inter alia include praise
poetry, the use of totems and
the expression of African identity
and distinctiveness with an
understanding that cultural
expression shifts with social
context, with new forms bleeding
into older forms, explained the
show Executive Producer, Tlokwe
Sehume.

The Village Square is a multilingual
and multicultural collaborative
project that encompasses different
disciplines of the arts accompanied
largely by indigenous African
classical instruments like mbira,
lekope, botsorwane and meropa
(African drums) as well as western
instruments. It is an offspring of
Medu Nakeng, which is one of
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NEW box office

Operating hours
LABORATORY

Market Theatre turns to
crowdfunding to support
young talent
For the first time in its history,
the Market Theatre has turned to
crowdfunding to sponsor its next
intake of theatrical students. The
Market Theatre Laboratory is
appealing for ordinary members
of the public to contribute
towards the tuition fees of young
actors, directors and playwrights
who want to hone their craft
through the theatre’s celebrated
educational programme. The
Lab’s commitment to providing
the highest level of training for
the next generation of artists

6

will be hampered if it cannot
cover the tuition fees for the
2017 intake of students. The
appeal has been launched
on Thundafund (thundafund.
com), allowing individuals or

companies to pledge as much
or as little as they like. The
goal is to raise at least R23,000
by February 11, but the ideal
amount is R85,000.

The Market Theatre introduces easier ticket sales
The theatre is looking for more customer-centric
ways of doing business to improve the customer
experience, encourage repeat business, customer
loyalty and grow its profits.

The Box Office will now be open 7 days a week as
below:
• Monday 09h00 to 16h00
• Tuesday to Saturday 09h00 - 20h30
• Sunday 12h00 - 16h00
For theatre ticket bookings please call 011 832 1641

US Embassy funded

production

List of the American Embassy plays:
The Colored Museum,
The Mountaintop,
The Brothers Sizwe,
I Almost Remember – Maya Angelou,
A Raisin in the Sun and
Ketekang
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Condolences Message for the
passing of Thandi Klaasen
Image by: Ziphozonke Lushaba

we could honour her during her
lifetime; and at a time when she
could still get an audience on
their feet. Her showmanship,
finesse, music and legacy is a gift
that South Africans will cherish
for generations.
The Market Theatre extends
condolences to her family,
friends and fans.
Robala ka Khotso.

It is with sadness that the
Market Theatre accepts the
passing of legendary South
African artist, Thandi Klaasen.
Last year during the Market
Theatre’s 40th anniversary
celebration, Thandi Klaasen gave
a beautiful and moving cameo
performance during the last few
minutes of the DIVAS OF KOFIFI
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concert. It was heartbreaking to
see her walk on stage looking
so fragile and aged. It brought
a lump to the throat watching
Dorothy Masuku trying so
lovingly to prompt her into song.
And just when we thought the
curtain was up, Thandi Klaasen
broke into song and the band
improvised. We roared with
ecstacy and were delighted that

– Ismail Mahomed (Market
Theatre Foundation CEO)

It is with deep sadness that
we woke up to the devastating
news of the passing of the
legendary musician, activist
and humanist, Thandi Klaasen
on Sunday. As the production,
we are particularly saddened
because she touched our lives in
a variety of ways. She was one
of the residents of Sophiatown,
and she often shared many
insightful anecdotes about its
personalities, including Can
Themba who is the subject of
our production. She gave some
profound advice to our star
actor, Sello Maake kaNcube,
who was visibly emotional when
he paid homage to her after his
performance on Sunday. He led
the audience in the observation

of a moment of silence in tribute
to this fallen cultural icon.
Playwright Siphiwo Mahala
also worked very closely with
Klaasen especially as part of
the Department of Arts and
Culture’s Living Legends Legacy
Programme. He visited her in
her home and spent valuable
time with this legend talking
about music, the Eastern Cape,
Sophiatown and its interesting
personalities. “I have always
admired her beautiful voice
and her bravery. Thandi was
the strongest of women and
an example to us all,” said
Vanessa Cooke, director of the
production. As the production,
we feel privileged that were

the direct beneficiaries of Ms
Klaasen’s wisdom. We will miss
her lyrical voice, sound advice
and slapstick humour. The arts
fraternity is poorer without her.
May her should rest in peace.
– Siphiwo Mahala
(Author of House of Truth)
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FOUNDATION
For more information
about the Market Theatre
Foundation, please visit
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641
56 Margaret Mcingana Str,
Newtown Johannesburg
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