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CHILDREN TAKE OVER
MARKET THEATRE
International Take a Child to the
Theatre Day is an annual global
event on 20 March to give young
audiences the opportunity to
experience the magic of theatre.
The Market Theatre Foundation
invited its staff to bring the young
ones to spend the day at work.

“We want our children to see what
their parents do behind the scenes
at the Market Theatre. We also
want the children to know that we
value the long and irregular hours
that their parents work to build a
cultural legacy for South Africa.”
- Ismail Mahomed (CEO of the
Market Theatre Foundation)

MESMERISING
PRODUCTIONS
TAKE CENTRE STAGE AT THE
MARKET THEATRE

sophiatown

a tale about triumph!
Venue
John Kani
DateS
31 March - 14 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

The play is a life history of the mid1950s township, Sophiatown, in
west central Johannesburg, South
Africa; one of the only places at
that time where black people could
own property. It became a cultural
and ethnic melting pot – a vibrant
community made up of some
of South Africa’s most notable
gangsters, journalists, writers,
musicians and politicians. That is,
until it was declared a ‘black spot’
by the government under the
1954 Group Areas Act and was
destroyed.
#Sophiatown
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The SUIT

Can ThEmba season
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
05 May - 04 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Set in Sophiatown against the
backdrop of forced removals in the
1950s, The Suit is Can Themba’s
most famous work. Adapted for
the stage by Mothobi Mutloatse
and Barney Simon and directed
by James Ngcobo, the charming
tale leads the audience through a
dark tragi-comedy about infidelity,
revenge and remorse.
Themba created the suit to be
a character in its own right as
a physical reminder of a dead
romance. Siyabonga Twala playing
Philemon and Zola Nombona
playing Mathilda in this beautiful
and poignant story about love and
forgiveness, The Suit is testimony
to why Can Themba’s rich legacy
of unique South African stories
continues to humanise us.

itsoseng
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
7 April - 7 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

“Considering the success of the
original one-man show, with all
humility as a recently birthed
Director, I embark on a journey of
finding another possibility in how to
tell the beautiful yet heartbreaking
story of the township Itsoseng.”
- Lesedi Job
Originally performed as a one man
show Itsoseng has been adapted as
an ensemble piece with a cast of 7
actors. The play is a portrayal of the
harsh realities of the South African
township space where politics
and violence are often, if not
always at the forefront of people’s
lives. It asks if love can truly exist
when people find themselves in a
hopeless place.
#KasiLove
#Itsoseng

#TheSuit
#CanThemba
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ISITHUNZI

winner of the 2016 Zwakala theatre
Festival
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
26 May - 18 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007 the “Reitz Four”
incident at the University of Free
State, a video about four white
male students that displayed
despicable behaviour towards
a group of black middle aged
cleaning staff went viral. The
students called the incident “their
own take of integration.” The
incident called for introspection on
the university campus.
Isithunzi, the 2016 winner of
the 24th Zwakala Festival at the
Market Theatre gets to the depth
of this disgraceful and humiliating
incident in a family when two boys,
UScelo and uMuzi, sons of one of
the ladies humiliated in the video
attempt to come to grips with the
impact of the incident on their
family’s reputation and stability.

CHILAHAEBOLAE
Venue
Barney Simon
DateS
19-28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Wits Theatre in association with
the Market Theatre Foundation
presents Chilahaebolae, a
satirical play written by Kgafela oa
Magogodi. This allegory presents
the world of Phokobje, the Jackal,
who sets out in search of a longlost friend Mpja, the dog. He soon
discovers that things are not as
they used to be. He finds that
Mpja has cut ties with Nageng
and is swimming in the fat of
Chilahaebolae’s suburban bliss.
Packed with adventure and
laughter, Chilahaebolae is a thrilling
theatrical experience which taps
into the Basarwa tradition of
subversive storytelling.

#Isithunzi
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ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE

FOR THE MARKET THEATRE!
Market Theatre productions go on tour

Market Theatre productions which have played to successful houses at the iconic 40-year institution will
now enthrall audiences in Cape Town, Durban, Bloemfontein and in the UK. Meanwhile a series of three
student productions from the Market Theatre Laboratory will also be presented at the PopArt Theatre
through a unique partnership with the experimental theatre.
The following professional productions will be hoisting the Market Theatre banner:

Crepuscule
Venue
Playhouse Theatre (Durban)
DateS
1 - 7 May 2017
“With palpably gorgeous language
and featuring some truly brilliant
set decisions by the inimitable
Nadya Cohen, the work is compact

TAU
Venue
Vryfees (Bloemfontein)
DateS
18 - 22 July 2017
Winner of the 2016 Zwakala
Theatre Festival.
“Tau is a brave story of a boy
for whom change and time are
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and edgy as it is completely
engaging. In short, it is flawless:
a work where every nuance is
thought through and taken care of,
a product which offers a portrait
of Sophiatown that jives and beats
and weeps and lives. See it.”
- Robyn Sassen

the only constant variables. Tau
questions himself as he questions
the world, trying to understand the
world and his place in it. Finding
and losing himself in his friends,
family and village. How can you
be like others when you are so
different it scares you? What is it
that really defines a man?”
- Musings & Musicals Blog

Suddenly The Storm
Venue Baxter Theatre (Cape Town)
DateS 5 June - 9 July 2017
Venue Vryfees (Bloemfontein)
DateS 18 - 22 July 2017
Venue Playhouse Theatre (Durban)
DateS 7 - 13 August 2017

Written by Paul Slabolepzy and
directed by Bobby Heaney,
Suddenly the Storm is a whirlwind
of mixed emotions – greed, love,
loss and healing, Suddenly the
Storm touches on topics that make
this country so rich and rewarding
for those who can brave its storms.

The Suitcase
Venue Hull Truck Theatre (UK)
DATES UK Tour dates and venues
to be announced shortly.
The Suitcase is a short story by
Es’kia Mphahlele, adapted for
the stage by the Market Theatre’s
Artistic Director James Ngcobo
with music from Hugh Masekela
and choreography by Gregory
Magoma. It follows a young
couple from the South African

province of KwaZulu-Natal who
seek a better life in the city, soon
to realise that urban life is cold,
cruel and unwelcoming. With
unemployment and pregnancy in
the mix, a split-second decision is
made which sets the couple on an
unexpected course. The monthlong UK tour is supported by Arts
Council England’s Strategic Touring
Fund.

Be sure to tell your friends and family to see our hit
shows!
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WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
laboratory!
young@home
Date:
28 March 2017
Time:
14:30
Venue:
Ramolao Makhene
The Hillbrow Theatre Project
will preview their exciting new
production young@home. A
partnership between Hillbrow
Theatre Project, Danish
Theatre Company C:NTACT, and
Tswelopele Frail Care Centre,
young@home is an intergenerational production that
brings together the youth and
elderly residents of Hillbrow.
Young ones dream of a future
while the more advanced in age
reflect on paths ventured. The
10

production, which will perform
at the 19th ASSITEJ World
Congress and International
Theatre Festival for Children
and Young People in May, is
a presentation of personal
stories of Hillbrow as home – an

LABORATORY

exploration of notions of home
and community in a city with a
long history of ever-changing
migrant communities.

PHILIP DIKOTLA
Date:
31 March 2017
1 April 2017
Time:
08:00 & 15:00
Venue:
Ramolao Makhene
Bookings now open!
Laugh your heart out at this
fantastic comedy show while
supporting a Market Theatre
Laboratory student’s journey
to success!
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THE MARKET THEATRE
LABORATORY & POPArt
THEATRE (Maboneng)

LYSISTRATA
LABORATORY

GO GREEK!
Everything will go Greek in a
unique partnership which began
in 2015 between the Market
Theatre Laboratory and the
POPArt Theatre (Maboneng).
Under the guidance of
professional directors Mahlatsi
Mokgonyana and Ndumiso
Lwazi Msimanga, two refreshed
adaptations of Greek classics
will be presented on the POPArt
Stage.
The partnership provides
the students with hands
on practical experience in
production management,
administration, marketing and
touring productions. The course
is facilitated by POPArt at the
Market Theatre Laboratory.
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“We were so impressed with
the professionalism and quality
of the work in year one that
we knew immediately that the
partnership would continue for
the long term”, says Hayleigh
Evans of POPArt.
“We are proud to say that,
not only have we continued
to sustainably maintain this
partnership, but we have been
able to grow our relationship
year on year”, she added.
The POPArt Theatre is a strong
investor in the Market Theatre
Laboratory. Each year, the
PopArt Theatre donates the
proceeds from their 24 Hours
birthday celebration towards

student bursaries at the Market
Theatre Laboratory.
The Greek season at the PopArt
Theatre will also be supported
the local backpackers, Curiocity.
com generous sponsors of
accommodation for Market
Theatre Laboratory students
who will be participating in the
Greek season.

Directed by Mahlatsi
Mokgonyana
Refreshed, revised and
Africanised is what audiences
have come to expect from
director Mahlatsi Mokgoyana
(Just Antigone, The Summoning
of Everyman). In this classic
fable, Lysistrata, the women
of the town stage a sex strike
in order to stop a raging war
between the men. Want to
know what happens when
this is set in a modern day
South Africa then don’t miss
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana’s take on
this classic Greek comedy by
Aristophanes.
06 - 09 April at POPArt

THE LOVE OF THE
NIGHTINGALE
An adaptation of Philomela
Directed by Nondumiso Lwazi
Msimaga

Bookings:
Bookings for LYSISTRATA and
THE LOVE OF THE NIGHTINGALE
can be made online via the
POPArt website:
www.popartcentre.co.za

When questions go unanswered
because society fears its own
truths... A woman speaks.
A tragic myth of neverending shackles mirrors the
injustices of today. The Love
of the Nightingale, written
by Timberlake Wertenbaker,
releases the realities from
the myth of Philomela. Her
violated voice breaks the
unrelenting curse. Nondumiso
Lwazi Msimanga directs this
adaptation of the myth of
the rape of Philomela in
collaboration with a cast of
six-strong Market Theatre
Laboratory ingenues in a
powerful way to bring the myth
home.
13 - 16 April at POPArt
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LABORATORY

OPEN DANCE CLASSES
Because of the public holiday this week the Dance Class will move
to Wednesday and Thursday @17h30 till 18h30 – don’t miss out on
your weekly dose of superb dancing!

The Market Laboratory
Introduction to Playwriting
course offers a clear step-bystep guide in the basics of
developing and staging a play.
Students will first learn different
types of theatre stages and
their function. The course will
then take them through the
process of learning different
methods of developing striking
and unforgettable characters,
14

plot, conflict and structure,
setting and dialogue. These are
just some of the few elements
they will explore in developing
a new script. They will also get
opportunities to go out and
watch some plays. There will
be more than a dozen other
elements to learn that they can
use in the rewriting process to
move their script up a level.
Our goal for the course is for

each student to write their own
ten-minutes play, which will be
stage-read by actors at the end
of the course.
Applications for introduction
to playwriting close 24 March
2017 – don’t miss this amazing
opportunity to get writing!
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RAPS COMES TO THE
MARKET THEATRE.

ATTENTION DRAMA TEACHERS
AND STUDENTS!
Date:
25 March 2017
Time:
12:00
Venue:
Ramolao Makhene
In a new partnership, the
prestigious RAPS One-Act Play
Festival for High Schools will
introduce innovations to its
Festival. High school drama
educators, learners and parents
are invited to attend a briefing
session.
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MARKET THEATRE
CELEBRATES NEWS CAFÉ’S
BIRTHDAY
The Market Theatre will present
a performance of Sophiatown
on Saturday, 1 April at 11:00
and that’s not an April Fool
joke.
The News Café at Newtown
Junction will be celebrating
their 2nd birthday and the
Market Theatre in a good
neighborly spirit will be joining
in on the fun to give visitors
to the Newtown Junction a
whopping birthday gift.

Speacial prices for the 1st of
April only: All tickets are priced
R70 and there’s still some more
….
Buy one ticket for R70 and get
the second ticket from the
Market Theatre as a News Café
birthday gift.
Book online or call the Market
Theatre’s box office at 011 832
1641

The special performance of
Sophiatown on Saturday 1
April at 11:00 will let visitors to
Newtown Junction to go down
on a trip to memory lane to
Sophiatown, a place and time
where communities celebrated
each other’s birthdays together.
There will be no afternoon or
evening performances at the
Market Theatre on the day.
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WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
PHOTO

WORKSHOP!

exhibition
PHOTO
WORKSHOP

Re-Imagining Sharpeville is
a photographic account of
contemporary Sharpeville, produced
by the 2015 Tierney Mentorship
Awardee, Tsepo Gumbi. The
exhibition is currently on show at
the Photographer’s Gallery at the
Market Theatre and will run till the
end of 31 March 2017.

SHIREEN MOTALA OFF TO
FRANCE!
The Market Photo Workshop alumnus
and Special Projects Coordinator, Shirin
Motala has been selected to participate
in the Studio Vortex photography
residency in Arles, France. During the
two week residency participants are
mentored by Magnum photographer
Antoine d’Agata.
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PHOTO INCUBATOR:
EDITION TWO
The Market Photo Workshop, in
partnership with the Department
of Arts and Culture presents
the exhibition Photo Incubator:
Edition Two. The programme
creates an opportunity for
practicing photographers who
require assistance to launch
their professional careers and to
refine and expand their practice.
The programme focuses on
developing local content and local

artistic economies primarily in
townships by promoting access
to industry knowledge and skills
based resources for enterprise
development.
The nine participant in the
Photography Incubator
Programme Cycle Two are:
Angus MacKinnon
Chris Stamatiou

Hemisha Bhana
Jacques Nelles
Jeremia Mogapi
Mandisa Buthelezi
Philisa Zibi
Thabo Mokale
Thulani Mbele
Photo Incubator: Edition Two will
open on the 29 March 2017 at
the Market Photo Workshop in
Newtown, Johannesburg.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

NGALE:
seeing beyond...

Ngale is a travelling exhibition
by the Durban Centre for
Photography (DCP).
This work asks:
Where is Durban, today?
Who is Durban, today?
The landmark project takes
root in the Durban Centre
for Photograph’s interaction
with dynamic, contemporary
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African urbanity. This visual
consciousness in tandem with
progressive movements, finds
a vision and perspective of the
African continent that erodes
previous debilitating images.
The concept of ‘Ngale’ explores
aesthetic possibilities of
seeing beyond; the ordinary,
the unobserved - questioning
realities and catalyzing a new
understanding of Durban,
shifting outmoded perceptions,
an interrogation, a search of
what could be.

Photographers: Peter McKenzie,
Liza du Plessis, Paulo Menezes,
Sam Mukanya, Mluleki
Dlamini, Mandisa Buthelezi,
Lungelo Makhanya, Sandisiwe
Nzungane, Busani Gcabashe,
Simanga Zondo, Sibusiso Shaka
Ngcobo and Olga von Eck.
The exhibition opens 29 March
2017 at 18:00 at the Gallery
1989 at Market Square.
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Publication Launch of

the Free State photography
training project
The Market Photo Workshop
in partnership with Free State
Provincial Government established
the Free State Photography
Training Project aimed to train the
participants in basic photography
and visual literacy. The participants
were taught how to cover breaking
and general news events, portraits,
and studio images focusing on
conceptualising and developing
projects around their communities.
Six photographers, mostly
Market Photo Workshop alumni,
including Bloemfontein based
young photographers were
tasked with fulfilling the training
of the participants. Veteran
photographers Lucky Shots, Neo
Ntsoma and Buyaphi Mdledle also
offered Masterclasses imparting
their experience and knowledge
of the photography landscape
in South Africa. The veteran
photographers also reviewed
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participants’ portfolios and
provided them with advice about
future projects.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

alumnus Tshepiso Mazibuko
features on TIME in their article
‘Women in Photography: 34
Voices From Around the World’
“Tshepiso’s work shines whether
exhibited or if it is published on the
pages of a magazine. She has her
own unique style which probably
comes from not being a stranger in
the community she photographs. I
chose her because I believe in work
that has something to say but also
has its own personal vision and
aesthetic. It is not merely a record
of an event, place or issue.”
– Jodi Bieber, Photographer, South
Africa
Excerpt from Time:
http://time.com/4671986/women-photographers/
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THE USUAL SUSPECTS
Siphosihle Mkhwanazi’s exhibition,
The Usual Suspect, explores
what happens to a community
seeking validation, attainment
and normality in Vrededorp – a
place also characterised by a
substance abundant environment,
which impacts on individuals’ life
options and choices. Vrededorp
has historically been a space
that defied the ideology of racial
segregation. Presently, it is a
diverse community inhabited by
individuals facing many struggles
to make a living for themselves
and their families. Some of the
struggles include a life dictated by
substance dependence, and often
perceived by society as lacking
more moral principles.
The Usual Suspect confronts
stereotypes about substance users,
while reflecting on the challenges
that the users encounter on a
day-to-day basis. It is an insider’s
reflection of individuals’ deferred
dreams and aspirations, amidst a
culture seeking to negatively label
and alienate them.
Siphosihle Mkhwanazi successfully
completed his studies at the
Market Photo Workshop. He
has published locally and been
24

exhibited in-group exhibitions that
include Identikit, Spectrum and
Show Us Our Land. Mkhwanazi
is the second recipient of the
Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship in

Photography Award and was
mentored by renowned South
African photographer and 2010
World Press Photo of the Year
winner, Jodi Bieber.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

PHOTO
INCUBATOR:
EDITION one

The Market Photo Workshop’s
Public Programmes together
with the Department of Arts
and Culture (DAC) launched
the Photography Incubator
Programme in 2015. The
5-month long programme
provided 10 burgeoning
photographers with practical
experience and exposure to
relevant and critical aspects of
the photography industry in
South Africa.
The 10 participants were
selected through an open call,
based on the depth of their
photography project proposals
and portfolios. A 2-week long
masterclass was facilitated
by reputable visual arts and
industry practitioners to
introduce the participants to
business skills.
A masterclass highlight was
legendary photographers

Dr. Peter Magubane and
Omar Badsha discussing the
role of photography in the
development of a society and
the development of critical
bodies of work relevant to

contemporary and future
societies. Magubane and
Badsha are honoured by the
Department of Arts & Culture’s
South African Living Legends
programme.
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CULTIVATE YOUR
CREATIVE SPIRIT WITH
AARON REEDER
Date:
22 March 2017
Venue:
Market Square
Time:
TBC times are confirmed.
Aaron Reeder is an American actor,
vocalist and producer. During a
whirlwind tour through the Market
Theatre he will present a workshop
that will focus on how artists can
change their mindsets of ‘starving
artists’ to thriving artists by
cultivating good business practices
to complement their good artistic
outputs. “Cultivating Your Creative
Capital” is about harnessing
learned skills and passions to
develop creative means of income!

AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT AND
PROGRAMMING UNDER THE
SPOTLIGHT
The Market Theatre Foundation’s
Chief Executive Officer, Ismail
Mahomed and Asma Ould Aissa,
the Director of Development &
Communications at Antwerp’s
De Roma Theatre (Belgium) will
share their expertise on a panel
discussion this week at a South
African-EU Community Arts

Centres dialogue conference titled
Shukuma Mzanzi.
Other international participants at
the conference are Ann O’Connor
(Arts Participation Adviser, Irish
Arts Council), Tony Fegan (Director
Tallaght Community Arts Centre);
Maarten Minne, (Deputy CEO de

Warande Turnhout, Belgium) and
Clément Lavault (co- director of
MJC CS Les Passerelles & Director
MJC-CS Aimé Césaire, Paris).
The Conference takes place at the
Sibikwa Centre in Benoni from 22 –
24 March.

For Aaron Reeder’s biography see
https://www.aaron-reeder.com
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Market Square
the new heart of Newtown

Students took a peek behind
the scenes and came to find out
more about the rich history of the
Market Theatre and to get firsthand information about some
of the exciting productions that
will be presented at the Market
Theatre.
A ninety minute guided tour of
the Market Theatre takes place
every Wednesday starting at 11:00

through the historical Market
Theatre complex and the modern
new building at Market Square.
Historical facts and anecdotes are
drawn from the Market Theatre’s
40th anniversary coffee table book,
40 Years of Storytelling.

Interested persons can join tour
guide, Busi Letwaba, an alumnus of
the Market Theatre Laboratory and
now employed as the front desk
receptionist at Market Square.
Book your place on the tour by
going online at
www.webtickets.co.za

to liven up

newtown
Wednesday afternoons will never be the same
again in Newtown when the Market Theatre
kicks in with presenting its regular matinee
performances commencing this April!
The Wednesday matinee season starts off
with the return of Sophiatown a heartwarming musical that will evoke nostalgic
memories about a time and place of
almost mythical proportions. The play
is rich with the original sounds of the
place once dubbed the Chicago of South
Africa. Sophiatown tells a story of a Jewish
girl who moves into the tiny home of a
shebeen queen in this vibrant suburb. The

28

eight characters bring their dreams and
hopes alive through song and comedy.
Bookings for the matinees shows can be
made via the online booking system at www.
webtickets.com or by calling the Theatre’s
box office on 011 832 1641 ext 108.
The box office is open from 09h00 20h00. Patrons can also book tickets for
any Market Theatre production at any
Pick ’n Pay outlet.
#WednesdayMatinees
#DayShows

29
29

Market Square
directions:
FOUNDATION
For more information
about the Market Theatre
Foundation, please visit
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree)
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret
Mcingana streets
Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294
• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.
• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over 		
Mandela Bridge.
• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge, 		
turn right into Carr Street.
• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba
Street.
• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown
Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.
• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into
the Mall’s underground parking garage.
• When you come out of the parking garage using 		
the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the
east of the parking area in the direction of the 		
water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The
Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right
towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the
security / ushers if you feel unsure.
• To get to the Market Square, continue past the
Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lilian 		
Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square
entrance towards your left – diagonally across the
road from the Market Theatre building.
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