8 - 14 MAY

The Market Theatre Foundation takes up

centre stage for
Africa Month.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s
line up of a dynamic programme of
theatre, dance, music, exhibitions
and conferences for Africa Month is
a celebration and a meeting place
for the continent’s visionaries and
creatives. From an adaptation of
Can Themba’s classic short story,
The Suit directed by James Ngcobo
to the world premiere of Gregory
Maqoma’s Cion, the pulsating
vibrancy of the continent will
resonate through both the old and
new spaces of the Foundation.
Innovation and new directions will
be at the heart of a dance infused
production, Africa is Beautiful
produced by students from the
Market Theatre Laboratory in
collaboration with Moving Into
Dance. At the Market Photo Work,
an exhibition of photographs by
George Senga Assani sharpen
the spotlight on the DRC with his
exhibition, Cette maison n’est pas à
vendre et à vendre currently on at
the Market Photoworkshop.
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Partnerships with Wits University,
the French Institute of South
Africa (IFAS) and the South African
Cultural Observatory (SACO) will
bring artists, public intellectuals
and visionaries together in a series
of events and showcases that aim
to affirm African identity, thought,
methodologies and aspirations.

I am an African
I owe my being to the hills and
the valleys, the mountains
and the glades, the rivers, the
deserts, the trees, the flowers,
the seas and the ever-changing
seasons that define the face of
our native land.
My body has frozen in our frosts
and in our latter-day snows. It
has thawed in the warmth of our
sunshine and melted in the heat
of the midday sun. The crack
and the rumble of the summer
thunders, lashed by startling
lightning, have been a cause
both of trembling and of hope.

Thabo Mbeki

The fragrances of nature have
been as pleasant to us as the
sight of the wild blooms of the
citizens of the veld.
The dramatic shapes of the
Drakensberg, the soil-coloured
waters of the Lekoa, iGqili
noThukela, and the sands of the
Kgalagadi, have all been panels
of the set on the natural stage
on which we act out the foolish
deeds of the theatre of the day.
At times, and in fear, I have
wondered whether I should
concede equal citizenship of

our country to the leopard and
the lion, the elephant and the
springbok, the hyena, the black
mamba and the pestilential
mosquito.
A human presence among all of
these, a feature on the face of
our native land thus defined, I
know that none dare challenge
me when I say - I am an African!
I owe my being to the Khoi and
the San whose desolate souls
haunt the great expanses of
the beautiful Cape - they who
fell victim to the most merciless
genocide our native land has
ever seen, they who were the
first to lose their lives in the
struggle to defend our freedom
and independence and they
who, as a people, perished in the
result.
Thabo Mbeki –
Former President of South Africa

Taken from his I am an African
speech.
We are motivated and espouse
the values contained in Thabo
Mbeki’s speech.
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Gregory Maqoma
receives impressive
accolade!
Multi-award winning and
internationally celebrated
choreographer Gregory Maqoma’s
Cion is the Market Theatre’s
headliner act to celebrate Africa
Month at the Market Theatre
this May. In Cion, Maqoma
will bring author Zakes Mda’s
mourner, Toloki, to life on stage.
Mda attained global renown with
Ways of Dying (1995), his seminal
first novel that featured the
unforgettable character Toloki, a
professional mourner at township
funerals during South Africa’s
transition to democracy. Mda’s
writing is entrenched in African
values, ethics and offers a broader
view of South Africa as a complex
animal with unique cultures.
Last week, the Ambassador
of France Christophe Farnaud
presented the Chevalier de l’Ordre
des Arts et des Lettres (Knight of
the Arts & Literature) Award to
Gregory Maqoma.
“Gregory Maqoma is more than
just an artist. He is an activist for
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Georgina Thomson & Grogory Maqoma

social justice and a respected public
intellectual. He is a firm believer
in building legacy programmes in
the creative industries. Through
the Vuyani Dance Theatre, he has
played a pivotal role in catapulting
the careers of so many dancers,
choreographers and designers in
the creative industries. He fully

deserves the recognition that the
Embassy of France has conferred
on him,” said Ismail Mahomed,
CEO of the Market Theatre
Foundation.
The Order of Arts and Letters
(Ordre des Arts et des Lettres) was
established in 1957 to recognize

renowned artists and
writers, as well as people
who have contributed
significantly to furthering
the arts in France and
throughout the world.
The Order of Arts and
Letters is given out three
times annually under
the jurisdiction of the
Minister of Culture and
Communication. The
purpose of this prestigious
award is to recognize
those who have made
significant contributions
to the arts and/ or
literature, and have
influenced the growth of
these disciplines.

Manager as she prepares
her marketing portfolio
for Maqoma’s latest
production, Cion, which
will premiere at the
Market Theatre later this
month.
The Market Theatre
Foundation also extends
its congratulation to
Dance Umbrella’s artistic
director, Georgina
Thomson. She was
awarded the Officier de
l’Ordre des Arts et des
Lettres (Officer of the Arts
& Literature) Award.

“Gregory Maqoma is
most deserving of this
accolade. His contribution
to the dance fraternity
has been immense,”
said Zama Buthelezi,
the Market Theatre
Foundation’s Branding
& Communications
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Africa Month
productions on the
stages of at the
Market Theatre
CION
Venue
John Kani
DateS
25 May - 04 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00
Multi-award winning and
internationally celebrated
choreographer Gregory Maqoma
will premiere Cion, a masterpiece
to celebrate Africa Month at the
Market Theatre this May. Maqoma
will bring author Zakes Mda’s
mourner, Toloki, to life on stage in
Cion. Mda attained global renown
with Ways of Dying (1995), his
seminal first novel that featured
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the unforgettable character
Toloki, a professional mourner at
township funerals during South
Africa’s transition to democracy.
Mda’s writing is entrenched in
African values, ethics and offers
a broader view of South Africa
as a complex animal with unique
cultures. In Cion, the follow-up to
Ways of Dying, Mda revisits Toloki
a decade later. Like the author
himself, the character is now living
in the United States, where Toloki
uncovers the story of runaway
slaves who were the ancestors of
an impoverished Southern family.
Don’t miss out on seeing Gregory
Maqoma live on stage with Vuyani
dancers.
#Cion

sophiatown

a tale about triumph!
Venue
John Kani
DateS
31 March - 14 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

With a season of standing
ovations and full houses, Malcolm
Purkey’s much-loved production,
Sophiatown, will come to a close
on Sunday 14 May.
Students from the historically
memorable Morris Isaacson
Secondary School in Rockville, St.
Banabas College from Bosmont,
CREST Academy, East Rand School
of the Arts and Nizamiye High
School, Ikusasa High School, Dan
Khuthumela Secondary School,
Cebisa Secondary School, and
Thetha Secondary School were just
some of the thousands of students
who lined up for the 11 o clock
matinee shows of #Sophiatown.
The season ends on Sunday 14
May on a high note with sold out
houses.
#Sophiatown
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The SUIT

Can ThEmba season
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
05 May - 28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

The Suit is the most famous short
story by Can Themba, the Drum
magazine writer and apartheid
rebel who died in Swaziland - 1968.
It’s set against the backdrop of
forced removals in the 1950s under
the Group Areas Act, and tells the
story of Philemon, who discovers
his wife Matilda in bed with a lover.
The man flees, leaving his suit
behind.
In the short story Themba created
the suit to be a character and to
serve as a physical reminder of the
dead romance. This bleak story
of a woman’s infidelity and her
husband’s devilish revenge will
capture audiences and resonate in
their own lives or reflect their own
community. The show promises to
be an emotional roller-coaster as it
leads the audience through a dark
tragi-comedy.
Meet and greet the all-star cast of
The Suit
#TheSuit
#CanThemba
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ISITHUNZI

2016 Zwakala Festival winner
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
26 May - 18 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007, the “Reitz Four”
an incident at the University of
Free State, a video about four
white male students displaying
despicable behaviour towards
a group of black middle aged
cleaning staff went viral. The
students called the incident
“their own take of integration.”
The incident grabbed national
headlines and it called for an
introspection on the university
campus. South Africa is still in 217
much of a transitional society,
racial tensions still rise and get
the community in a state of utter
disbelief that the country still has
pockets of the community who
are still left behind in the rainbow
nation movement.
The 2016 winner of the 24th
Zwakala Festival at the Market
Theatre gets to the depth of this
disgraceful and humiliating incident
in a family when two boys, UScelo
and uMuzi, sons of one of the
women humiliated in the video
attempts to come to grips with
the impact of the incident on their
family’s reputation and stability.
#Isithunzi
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CHILAHAEBOLAE
Venue
Barney Simon
DateS
19-28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15
Subversive storytelling in
Kgafela oa Magogodi’s allegory
Chilahaebolae
The Wits School of Art, Division of
Theatre and Performance and Wits
Theatre in the partnership with
Market Theatre Foundation present
Kgafela oa Magogodi’s satirical play,
Chilahaebolae.
Chilahaebolae is the allegorical tale
of Phokobje, the Jackal who sets
out in search of his long-lost friend
Mpja, the dog. He soon discovers
that things are not as they once
were. Now Mpja swims in the fat
of Chilahaebolae’s suburban bliss.
Phokobje’s sudden appearance is
an unwelcome interruption and
an unpleasant reminder of Mpja’s
betrayal. Cracks on the edifice of
their brotherhood grow wider and
deeper.
What follows is a theatrical tale that
taps into the Basarwa tradition of
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subversive storytelling. The antics
of these animal proxies take the
audience on a journey packed with
laughter and adventure, while
opening a window into a neocolonial world.
In Chilahaebolae Kgafela oa
Magogodi works across a number
of South African languages including
English, Setswana, Scamto or
tsotsi taal. Kgafela oa Magogodi’s
experimental work in stand-up
poetry, spoken-word theatre, live
music and essay writing has found
audiences across the country and the
globe. His work has been translated
into various languages including
German, Dutch, French and Catalan.
He has worked extensively in the
theatre, both as a director and
leader of spoken-word workshops
that mix character development,
storytelling, interpretive dance and
political text. Magogodi’s approach
to spoken word theatre took shape
over a decade of experimental
workshops where he was casting
and directing Wits University
Drama School students, New York
University students as well as an
independent poetry group based at
the University of the North West.
#Chilahaebolae

The Inconvenience
of Wings

an exploration of mental illness
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
14 June - 16 July 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Another badge of
honour for Lara Foot

South Africans were recently
devastated by the loss of 97 mental
health patients in the Esidimeni
tragedy and it is for this reason
that Lara Foot’s latest provocative
and topical play The Inconvenience
of Wings about mental health
feels more relevant and necessary
than ever. The play brings bipolar
disorders out of the dark and to the
fore, and tackles the supporting
issues of friendship, dysfunction,
addiction and angels.
Foot has assembled South Africa’s
leading actors for this show. Multiaward winning actors Andrew
Buckland and Jeniffer Steyn have
both scooped the Fleur du Cap
Award for their leading roles in
the play. Mncedisi Shabangu who
performs alongside Buckland and
Steyn is also a multi-award winning
actor and he is one one of the most
successful alumni to gradutate from
the Market Theatre Laboratory.
#Wings
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IN BOCCA AL LUPO

a tale about triumph!
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
9 - 21 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00
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“A story can begin in many
places. One that begins with
goats eating fallen secrets is
bound to be wondrous and
fantastical and In Bocca Al
Lupo is that and more. Jemma
Kahn’s previous award winning
productions The Epicene Butcher
and Other Stories for Consenting
Adults and We Didn’t Come to
Hell for the Croissants earned
her much acclaim and a cult
following. The script is a thing
of beauty and aided by Tertius
Kapp Kahn flits between comedy
and tragedy with metaphor and
memoir forming the base of
a very personal and painfully
honest account of her life after
completing an undergraduate
degree in drama and fine art.
Her clarity of insight, admittedly
in hindsight, provides a hyperaware self-portrait and she
shares some of the more
intimate moments with a wry
self-deprecating wit which is
hilarious.”
- Tracey Saunders (The Weekender)

The Market Theatre announces

appointment of
Assistant Producer

Donna Elisabeth McLaggan will join
the Market Theatre Foundation
team as Assistant Producer from
15 May 2017. She takes up the
position after her several stints
working as a production manager
on projects in radio, television and
theatre. Her most recent position
was Arts Co-ordinator at the
Playhouse Theatre in Durban.

Theatre Foundation and to have
the opportunity, under great
leadership, to be a part of a team
that will continue to bring iconic
productions to the stages of the
Market Theatre,” said Donna
McLaggan as she anticipates her
relocation to Johannesburg.

She will bring her experience,
knowledge and skills to the Market
Theatre’s Producing Department
which is responsible for the
preparation and oversight of
production budgets as well as the
coordination and dissemination
of production information to
internal departments at the
Market Theatre. The Producing
Department also administrates all
contractual matters pertaining to
directors, designers, production
crew and casts.
“I’m really excited to be joining
a dynamic team at the Market
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Fête de la Musique

(World Music Day)

Venue
Market Theatre precinct
DateS
17 June 2017
TIME
11:00 – 18:00
The Bassline, the French Institute of
South Africa (IFAS) and Alliance Française
of Johannesburg are working closely
together to make this year’s edition of
Fête de la Musique on Saturday 17 June
even more exciting!
In the coming weeks, the team will unveil
the Fete’s musical line-up. Newtown will
be a buzz of activity as preparations for
the 2017 Fête de la Musique come alive
agai.
For the 3rd consecutive year, Total South
Africa will support this event. Concerned
about disadvantaged communities, the
multinational company is proud to take
part in this free festival that gathers
different people in one single place. The
Market Theatre Foundation, a major
contributor of the South African cultural
life, will join the event as well.
Both DGB (home to iconic brands such
as Boschendal and Bacardi) and South
African Breweries will also formally
participate in the Fete this year. After
their success at last year’s event, both The
Potato Shed and Work Shop NewTown
have offered to play an increased role in
2017.
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This year, patrons will receive a French touch provided
by Patachou and Pâtisserie de Paris pastry shops. With
organisers are also number of surprises.
People are invited to follow
Fête de la Musique on Facebook (@fetedelamusiquejhb),
Twitter (@JoburgFDLM)
and on their website to get updates
www.fetedelamusiquejhb.co.za
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REMEMBERING
BRENDA FASSIE:

(3 November 1964 – 9 May 2004)
Newtown is home to a unique
bronze sculpture of the late pop
diva Brenda Fassie. The life-size
statue of Fassie sits on a barstool
with a microphone in front of her.
A stool next to her invites passersby to take a seat and “chill” for a
while with the diva outside the
former Bassline jazz club. Artist
Angus Taylor says he created the
sculpture with a stool next to it to
encourage people to interact with
the artwork. Taylor has taken many
of Fassie’s quotes and embossed
them in the bronze in tiny letters,
making the sculpture even more
interactive, as passers-by have to
get up close to read them.
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Brenda Fassie – affectionately
known to her fans as MaBrr – died
tragically on 9 May 2004, aged 39.
She shot to fame as a teenager in
the early 1980s with her first smash
hit Weekend Special. Although she
battled personal demons all her
life, her remarkable talent kept
Fassie on the charts throughout the
1980s and ’90s.
It was after an altercation with
staff at the Kippies Jazz Bar at the
Market Theatre that she said to a
journalist, “You know, the more I
appear on newspapers, the more
famous I become.”

Brenda Fassie enjoyed courting
controversy. She once said, “I’m a
shocker. I like to create controversy.
It’s my trade mark”.
Call it trade mark … artistic
signature … artistic vision … artistic
style … it’s that essence which
makes an artist unique. The next
time that you are in Newtown
make the time to have your
photograph seated alongside the
bronze diva.

The Market Theatre Foundation

presented to the
parliamentary
committee

On Thursday 4 May, the Market
Theatre Foundation presented
its report to the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee and received
rousing praise from the Committee
for the Theatre’s sterling
commitment to its vision and
processes of accountability. The
report was presented jointly by the
the Council Chair Kwanele Gumbi,
Market Theatre Foundation CEO
Ismail Mahomed and CFO Christine
McDonald.
The Committee Chairperson MP
Xoliswa Tom responded to the
report, “You have inspired us with
your vision and your leadership.”

From Left: Ismail Mahomed, Christine McDonald and Kwanele Gumbi
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What’s on at THE
Market Theatre
Laboratory

LABORATORY

PART-TIME ACTING
COURSE GRADUATION
At graduation ceremonies held
on Friday 28 April and Saturday
29 April at the Ramolao Makhene
Theatre part-time acting students
studying at the Market Theatre
Laboratory graduated performed
monologues, scenes and devised
plays that showcased the work
they have done over the last 3
months.
The part time course is designed
specifically for adults who want to
pursue drama as a hobby or want
to refine their acting skills in a short
period. The next part-time acting
course began on 6 May
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NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
SCREENINGS KICK OFF!!!

Amadeus
On Thursday 4 May 2017 the
Market Laboratory hosted a
screening of the National Theatre
Live production of Amadeus.
Students from the Market Theatre
Laboratory, Moving into Dance

Mophatong and Wits - University
of the Witwatersrand Drama
Department were the audience
for this inaugural screening at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre.

Pictures taken by Thabiso Rudy Motseatsea
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Casting for the
international
Tour of
The Lion King

LABORATORY

Duma ka Ndlovu and his team will continue
in their search for the ideal cast for LION
KING.
Rehearsals for the production will begin
in January 2018 in Manila. While the
international tour is confirmed for almost 3
years , the initial contract will be for 1 year –
with options to extend.
For details about auditions, actors can
write to lionkingsa16@gmail.com or call
Nondumiso Khumalo on 073 700 8654.
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laugh a lot at the
market laboratory
N

Facebook page @The Market
Laboratory
Twitter account @TheMarketLab

Y

Theatre Laboratory’s social media
platforms:

MED
O

ST

The Comedy Station hosted
by Sifiso Nene at the Ramolao
Makhene Theatre on 4 May 2017
was a huge success. Audiences
have been requesting that
the comedy sets take place at
least once a month. Be on the
lookout for the next set which
will be announced on The Market

C

HUGE SUCCESS

ATIO

Market Theatre
Laboratory Showcase
VENUE:
Ramolao Makhene
Date:
Saturday 13 May
Time:
13:00

Students of the Market Theatre
Laboratory will be showcasing
their own work at the Ramolao
Makhene Theatre. Join us for an
afternoon of theatre, poetry, dance
and music, conceptualised, created
and performed by the young

people who will define the theatre
industry in years to come!
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WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
PHOTO
WORKSHOP!

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

exhibition
George Senga Assani: Cette
maison n’est pas à vendre et à
vendre at Gallery 1989 at the
Market Photo Workshop.
19 April – 26 May 2017
Georges Senga Assani opened his
first solo exhibition in South Africa
at Gallery 1989 at the Market Photo
Workshop. The exhibition will run
until 26 May 2017.

©Georges Senga Assani. Cette maison n’est pas à vendre et à vendre.
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Cette maison n’est pas à vendre
et à vendre is an exploration of
the position of houses and homes

©Georges Senga Assani. Cette maison n’est pas à vendre et à vendre.

caught in situations of conflicted
inheritance. The project began
in the commune of Katuba, the
neighbourhood in which Senga
grew up, after Senga’s family
was caught in the complexity
of value, heritage and memory
that houses and homes hold,
and that come to the fore with
considerations of selling. Senga
explains: “People have two
kinds of opinions, some of them
agree with selling their houses
and some of them disagree…
Concerning our family home, it
was only a short period of time
when it was happening, a few
family men wanted to sell the
house, while the others did not
want that at all. The part of the
family who were against the sale

put great writing with oil paint
on the house: ‘this house is not
for sale’. This message would
be a warning for anyone who
would like to interact to buy the
house. This was the moment
when I started to ask myself,
why do people need to write this
on their houses publicly? Is it
about respect for the memory of
the person who leaves you this
house as heritage?”
Cette maison n’est pas à vendre
et à vendre moves between the
Democratic Republic of Congo
and Brazil (2015-2016), with
images that alternately capture
the exterior facades of houses
and the intimate interiors of
homes. In the photographs taken

in the DRC the objects inside of
the houses show the existence
of a life, and tell the stories
of the different periods of the
houses. The images of objects on
the exterior were photographed
in Brazil in the coastal town of
Praia Grande, where houses
are disappearing due to the
new construction of high-rise
buildings. Senga explains that in
Praia Grande “the houses that
are ‘for sale’ have memory and
history but at the same time
they are on view for sale; in
that way they are losing their
history and memory. I decided to
photograph objects in the areas
of those houses to reconstitute
the history and the memory of
the houses. The objects and the
houses are on view for people,
but the objects are for free and
the houses are for sale.”
Senga’s work concerns identity,
heritage, and history. For Senga,
these issues are connected to
the idea of “memory” – the
memory of who we are, what we
have, and where we come from.
This project is supported by
an ANT Funding Grant from
Pro Helvetia Johannesburg
financed by the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation
(SDC).
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About Georges Senga Assani
Georges Senga Assani (born
in 1983 in Lubumbashi/DRC)
is a photographer who was
discovered during the first
edition of the Picha Biennale de
Lubumbashi in 2008, by MarieFrançoise Plissart and Sammy
Baloji.
In 2011 Senga joined a series
of master classes organized
by the Goethe-Institut in

Johannesburg/South Africa, in
Lubumbashi/DRC (2012), and in
Lagos/Nigeria (2013).,In 2009 his
project footprint was presented
at the second Lubumbashi
Biennale curated by Simon
Njami, and his third and fourth
series of photographs titled a
life after death and Kadogos was
presented in 2013 at Rencontres
Picha Biennale de Lubumbashi.
Senga received a research grant
from Pro Helvetia in 2014 for
his photo project TRANSIT. In

2015 he was a fellow at WIELS
Contemporary Art Centre,
Forest/Belgium, as well as part
of the project African Odyssey
at the arts centre BRASS. That
same year, Senga presented his
work at the Bamako Biennale,
where he was awarded the
Léon l’African Prize by Royal Air
Maroc. Senga was in residence
at the Akademie Schloss Solitude
in Stuttgart in September 2015
and February 2017.

Opening Night for Cette maison n’est pas à vendre et à vendre at the Market Photo Workshop
Image: Copyright Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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Tierney
Bamako
Award

at the Market
Photo
Workshop
The Tierney Bamako Award
is a 15 months award to a
photographer from the African
continent selected by judges from
the 2015 Bamako Encounters. It
recognizes and rewards Africa’s
best photographers by providing
the winner with the financial and
infrastructural support necessary
to build on their existing
photography expertise through 1
of the 3 options below:
The winner can choose 1 of the
3 programmes applicable to the
development of their practice:
1. studying either the Advanced
Programme in Photography
of the Photojournalism and
Documentary Photography
Programme at the prominent
photography training
institution on the continent,
Market Photo Workshop. The
APP and PDP are year courses
in which photographers

Image: Copyright Moussa John Kalapo

develop an independent
body of work and portfolio.
The course requires students’
active participation in course
subjects, projects and
engagement with trainers and
mentors.
2. working closely with a
suitable mentor with
assistance from a network of
professional photographers in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The mentor will provide
guidance and direction on
the photographer’s intended
body of work and the
photographer’s professional
development.
3. working closely with a
suitable mentor with

assistance from a network of
professional photographers
in photographers home
country. The photographer
will work with a mentor from
his home country but will be
required to attend groupmentoring critique sessions in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The outcome of the award
would see the winner producing
and exhibiting a new body
of photography work. Other
proposed outcomes may take
various forms, from participating
in participatory photo projects,
internship and talks.
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Open Call: Photography
Incubator Programme
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Market Photo Workshop,
with the support of the
Department of Arts and
Culture, is sending out a call for
photography enterprises and
entrepreneurship proposals.
The Photography Incubator
Programme will use hands-on
on job experience, combined
with technical and theoretical
support and incubation, with the
aim of enhancing and elevating
photographers’ business
ventures and artistic practice.
The Programme will begin in
June 2017 and end in February
2018.
The Programme provides
practical experience and
exposure to fully understand
major aspects of the enterprise
of photography. This includes
photography entrepreneurship
and business management,
gallery practice, curatorial
production, editing, training and
participatory projects and will
explore photography through
artistic, commercial, and media
practice..

The outcomes of the
Photography Incubator
Programme may include but is
not limited to:
•

•
•
•

Fully developed photography
projects that may take
the form of exhibitions,
participatory projects, talks,
workshops, open studios,
photo walks, publications,
screenings and online
projects.
Projects engaging with the
public and in communities
through photography.
The development of a
publication as a record and
reflection of overall activities
Each photographer being
given the tools and support
to formally register and
build their own photography
business.

Deadline: 19 May 2017
For more information regarding
the application process, please
contact Bekie Ntini at bekien@
marketphotoworkshop.co.za

The Programme is aimed at
photographers practicing in
South Africa with at least 2
years of practical experience,
who are seeking to further
their conceptual and artistic
practice by developing business
and entrepreneurial skills.
Preferential advantage will be
given women photographers in
need of business developmental
support.
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MY NEWTOWN:
A Weekly
Series by
Workshop
newtown
Newtown is one of the few
neighbourhoods that have embraced
graffiti culture and Street Art
expression. Down Gwi Gwi Mrwebi
and ‘the Newtown tunnel’ (under the
M1 highway) is the site of some of
the most prevalent graffiti scenes. In
a precinct that is dubbed the cultural
home of Johannesburg, this ever
changing landscape offers graffiti artists
and individuals a-like the space for
artistic expression. Designated areas of
Newtown have become chosen spots
for tagging, shout-outs, throw ups and
the wall space of infamous names in
the business, including Rasty, Angel,
Faith 47, Mars, Tapz, Mein, Love and
Fin, Mr Slipperz, Solo One.
Graffiti and self expression arguably
dates back to early art works found in
caves and the homes of our ancestors,
tells walking tour guide and graffiti
enthusiast, Jo Buitendach from Past
Experiences. Today it is no different.
In Newtown, pieces and scenes
of community, social and political
28

commentaries, and crew tags can
be found around the back alleys
of Newtown. In some cases, the
city explorer is left in awe, or
just disbelief how graffiti artists
such as TAPZ can tag on the
most unreachable walls to claim
the Heaven Spots around the
neighbourhood.

Graffiti tour. With her Master’s
thesis dedicated to the research
of Graffti in Johannesburg, the
original walking tour guide offers
an insider’s view into the graphic
expressions of Newtown. Book a
tour with Past Experiences to have
a truly authentic taste of the visual
street expressions taking place.

Jo Buitenach is well-known in the
city for her renowned walking
tours – which include shopping in
short street, historical architectural
site seeing and the Newtown

The graphic and colourful
masterpieces and eclectic tags
highlight a visual sentiment of the
community found in our corner
of Johannesburg. A must-see and

experience for an authentic view
point of Newtown.
Follow Past Experiences on
Instagram and Facebook at @
pastexperiences , or book a graffiti
walking tour with Jo, by emailing
past.experiences@hotmail.
com or visit the website: www.
pastexperiences.co.za
@Lou_and_lau
The Workshop team
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Countdown to the
SACO Conference
The conference aims to explore the
relationship between the creative
economy and development
imperatives. The response to the
call for papers was substantial the
research centre said, receiving close
to 100 submissions from across the
arts, culture and heritage sectors,
the creative and cultural industries,
and research institutes and places
of higher learning.
“There is clearly a demand for
greater insight into the South
African creative economy – known
as our ‘golden economy.’ While
our golden economy remains
undervalued, underdeveloped and
underappreciated, it contributes
around 3% to GDP, employs
over 440 000 people and keeps
many above the poverty line and
engaged in meaningful work,” said
Njabulo Sithebe, SACO Deputy
Director for Research.
“This is SACO’s second international
conference and will highlight and
explore the trends shaping our
nascent creative economy.”
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The draft programme, just
released, focuses on policy debates,
monitoring and evaluation, skills
development and education.
It also examines the place of
festivals and events, highlights
youth perspectives, audience
development and provides case
studies. The programme is driven
by the overarching theme of the
conference: The Cultural Economy
& Development: Perspectives
from Developed and Emerging
Economies.

•

There will also be a panel series
presented by:
• Business Arts South Africa on
‘Junk Status – Different Futures,
Different Opportunities?’;
• Mapungubwe Institute for
Strategic Reflection on ‘New
Thinking on the Arts and
Development in South Africa’;
• Human Sciences Research
Council on ‘African
Development & the Arts’; and
• The Fort on film, television and
animation in Africa.
• Top local academics
– complementing the
international and African
component to the programme
–include:

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Prof Mzo Sirayi, Tshwane
University of Technology Arts
Faculty.
Prof Enyinna Nwauche, Rhodes
University.
Avril Joffe, Wits School of the
Arts.
Lee Watkins, International
Library of African Music.
Elizabeth Vale, Mapungubwe
Institute for Strategic
Reflection.
Prof Jen Snowball, Rhodes
University and SACO Chief
Research Strategist.
James Drummond, North West
University Mafikeng.
Chrismare Carse, Cape
Peninsula University of
Technology.
Prof Richard Haines, SACO
Chief Executive Officer.

The programme gives special
attention to festivals, events and
monitoring and evaluation with
insights on the Cape Town Carnival,
Stellenbosch Literary Arts Festival,
the Klein Karoo Kunste Festival and
the Mahika Mahikeng event.
The SACO will also launch its newly
developed, free online economic
impact calculator for events and
festivals at the conference.

CULTURE VULTURES: Professor Kennedy C. Chinyowa of Tshwane University of
Technology will speak at the South African Cultural Observatory’s National Conference
on May 24 and 25 at the Turbine Hall in Johannesburg. Picture: SA Cultural Observatory

A range of practitioners are
primed to share case studies on
their work with presentations by
Refilwe Nkomo from !Kauru, Fiona
Gordon from the University of the
Witwatersrand, Justine Watterson
and Ruth Sack from Imbali Visual
Literacy Project, Winnie Sze from
the Social Fabric Project, Banele
Lukhele from Luk Arts, and Gabriel
David Crouse, art critic from
Independent Media, amongst
others.
“We have a full and varied
programme that addresses the
real needs of the creative economy.
We hope to stimulate debate

while profiling the potential of
this powerful economic driver,”
said SACO CEO Haines, adding
that this was the mandate of the
Observatory, established as a
project of the Department of Arts
& Culture in 2015.

celebrations. The standard rate for
the conference is R2400 and R1600
for students. Registration is open
until 8 May. For more information
and registration information visit:
SACO 2017 National Conference
Website.

SACO is hosted by Nelson Mandela
University, in partnership with the
Universities of Rhodes and Fort
Hare, but operates nationally to
develop a comprehensive cultural
information system.
The Conference takes place at
the Turbine Hall in Johannesburg
and coincides with Africa Day
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LABORATORY

Men Crush
Mondays
Katlego “Kaygee” Letsholonyana
Katlego “Kaygee” Letsholonyana is a Market theatre laboratory
graduate and a nominee of the Naledi awards 2017 for best
supporting actor in the play called Egoli. he is an actor and a
Setswana writer. His performance credits include: Lepatata directed
by Makhaola Ndebele, Egoli directed by Phala O Phala, Ketekang
directed by James Ngcobo, Journey to Sophiatown directed by
Knowledge Ncube and Breaking the Silence directed by Rudy
Massyn Mogatapele directed by Vice Motshabi to name a few.
Kaygee is also an actor/researcher under Drama for life at wits
University.
#MCM
#ManCrushMonday
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Market Theatre Laboratory
celebrates its alumni
Follow us every week to see our new crush.
#MCM / #MenCrushMonday
#WCW / #WomanCrushWednesday
#MarketTheatreLaboratory

Women Crush
Wednesdays
Leila Henriques
An actress, teacher, writer and director. She grew up in
Johannesburg and after leaving school she trained at the Oxford
School of Drama and spent two years working at various locations
in London, including Tabard Theatre which specialised in new
writing. On returning to South Africa she joined the innovative
Loft Theatre Company in Durban but it was the Market Theatre in
Johannesburg where she did some of her most challenging and
exciting work with Barney Simon. She has performed in both film
and theatre her roles include Silent Movie and Hysteria. She cowrote a book on Barney Simon entitled The World in an Orange.
Leila won a Vita Award as best supporting actress and is currently
teaching Acting at the Market Lab & directing, Hani the Legacy,
for the Grahamstown National Arts Festival with the 2nd year
students.
#WCW
#MarketLab
#BerekaMosadi

33

MARKET THEATRE TOURS
GROW IN POPULARITY
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Busi Letwaba hosts a tour for
primary school pupils, which is
a first since the beginning of the
#MarketSquare tours. We try and
catch them young. The day was
filled with song and dance.
Hoernle Primary School: Rockville
Giving a Tour to Primary school
kids was a great experience. The
children were disciplined and
listened. It was interesting because
they were carrying Note books and
Pens and ready to take notes.
We had a 1 hour Workshop with
them. The workshop included
dance,Vocal Warm Ups and Acting
Exercises. We then went to The
Market Theatre Complex for the
Tour. Kabelo, a very good friend of
mine Performed a beautiful acting
Piece for them. We ended the Tour
by Asking questions related to the
Information we shared with them
regarding the history of the Market
Theatre. It was a lovely outing for
kids. An Educational Tour. They had
lots of fun.
-Busi Letwaba
Market theatre Tour Guide
Email from Ina Loizides
Hi Busi,
I would like to thank you on
behalf of our members, for

the wonderfully informative
and entertaining tour of the
Market Theatre last week. The
ladies cannot stop talking about
the enjoyable time we had in
your company. For those of us
who weren’t aware of the rich
background of the theatre, it was a
lesson in history and for those who
personally experienced, or recalled
the many years of this theatre, it
was a fantastic ride down memory
lane. These you shared with us
with infectious inspiration and a
true passion for the theatre. Thank
you, thank you.
Thank you again for a memorable
day,
Best regards,
Ina Loizides
Secretary
Household Consumers’ League
Find out about the Market Theatre
in the weekly ninety minute tours
of the Market Theatre. Tours take
place every Wednesday starting at
11:00.
A maximum of 20 people can
be accommodated in each tour.
Interested persons are advised to
book online on
www.webtickets.co.za
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market theatre
personalities

up close and personal with...

portia muvirimi - executive personal
assistant to the ceo
Q:	Where were you born?
A: I was born in Harare,
Zimbabwe.
Q: How long have you been
working at the Market Theatre
Foundation?
A: 7 months now at MTF
Q: 	What does your job entail?
A: Managing the CEO’s diary
and every other activity in
his office and coordinating
meetings for different levels.
Assisting the CFO with DAC
reports, Marketing dept with
Opening Nights/Events, Council
Secretariat and any other
Admin duties.
Q: 	What do you enjoy most
about your job?
A: Its totally a new industry to
me and I enjoy the exposure
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and growth it has come with.
Meeting different people and
mainly (Celebrities) is also
exciting.
Q: 	Tell us something about your
job that people would not
know unless they worked as
an Executive PA?
A: You interact with different
personalities every single
day and people’s skills and
emotional intelligence is a must
have.
Q: What do you do when you’re
not at work?
A: Relax at home, spend time with
family I also love reading and
travelling.
Q: 	Please tell us something
about the career path you’ve
followed and in what way is it

better than others you could
have followed?
A: I always knew my passion and
strength was in putting things
together and coordination and
over the years I have worked
on improving my Adminstrative
skills which has helped with
my career growth. At some
point I really wanted to be in
HR and I took weekend lessons
for a year it is still a career path
I intend on pursuing in the
future.
Q: Describe yourself in one
sentence?
A: Very optmistic, I am not one
to be easily knocked down by
negative circumstances.
Q:	Given a chance to change one
thing in the Arts and Culture
industry, what would it be?
A: More recogntion for people
who work behind the scenes to
make the Industry a sucess.
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Market Square
directions:
FOUNDATION
For more information
about the Market Theatre
Foundation, please visit
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree)
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret
Mcingana streets
Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294
• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.
• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over 		
Mandela Bridge.
• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge, 		
turn right into Carr Street.
• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba
Street.
• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown
Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.
• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into
the Mall’s underground parking garage.
• When you come out of the parking garage using 		
the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the
east of the parking area in the direction of the 		
water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The
Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right
towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the
security / ushers if you feel unsure.
• To get to the Market Square, continue past the
Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian 		
Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square
entrance towards your left – diagonally across the
road from the Market Theatre building.
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