15 - 21 MAY

Remembering

Walter Sisulu

Remembering
Walter Sisulu:

Celebrating our Freedoms.
The Walter Sisulu Square in the
heart of Kliptown , Soweto, was
the site where, on 26 June 1955,
the Congress of the People, met to
draw up the Freedom Charter, an
alternative vision to the repressive
policies of the apartheid state.
The Square is South Africa’s first
township entertainment explosion
centre, the very first of its kind in
Mzansi, attracting both national
and international attention with its
broad variety of outlets suitable for
local traders, event coordinators
and international tourists.
The Square embraces a unique
historical background, South
African culture at its best, mingled
up with modern urbanization,
trendsetting what South Africa is
best known for, its diverse cultures
and way of life, a total fascination
to the outside world and those
abroad.
Named after Walter Ulyate Sisulu,
the Square is simply a concoction
of historical rejuvenation , a
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futuristic conceptualization with
a dynamic experimentation of
township fever.
Walter Sisulu was born in the
Engcobo in the Eastern Cape (the
old Transkei) on 18 May 1912.
Sisulu worked as a miner, baker’s
assistant, domestic helper and
factory hand and was an active
trade unionist before joining
politics in 1940. He immediately
demonstrated a talent for
leadership and organisation. He
was instrumental, along with Oliver
Tambo and Nelson Mandela, in
forming a Youth League (1944).
He was elected its treasurer, and
thereafter rose rapidly through the
ranks of the parent body, serving
as secretary-general from 1949
to 1954. Sisulu was a key figure
in events leading up to the ANC’s
acceptance of the ANC Youth
League’s Program of Action in
1949.
On July 1991 Sisulu was elected
ANC Deputy-President, he retired

on the eve of South Africa’s first
non-racial elections in 1994. He
died at his home in Orlando on
5 May 2003. He is survived by 5
children and his wife Albertina
Sisulu.
This week on Thursday 18
May, Walter Sisulu would have
celebrated his 105th birthday. As
we remember his birthday, we
reflect on his role in the drafting
of the clause in the Freedom
Charter, “The doors of learning and
culture shall be open to all”. The
Market Theatre opened its doors
in 1976 and the Theatre continues
to remain a vibrant and dynamic
place for cultural engagement for
all who wish to walk through its
doors.
To find out more about the Market
Theatre, join the weekly Tours of
the Market Theatre (See page 23
-24 for more details).
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Africa Month
productions
on the stages of
the Market Theatre
CION
Venue
John Kani
DateS
25 May - 04 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00
Multi-award winning and
internationally celebrated
choreographer Gregory Maqoma
will premiere Cion, a masterpiece
to celebrate Africa Month at the
Market Theatre this May. Maqoma
will bring author Zakes Mda’s
mourner, Toloki, to life on stage in
Cion. Mda attained global renown
with Ways of Dying (1995), his
seminal first novel that featured
the unforgettable character
4

Toloki, a professional mourner at
township funerals during South
Africa’s transition to democracy.
Mda’s writing is entrenched in
African values, ethics and offers
a broader view of South Africa
as a complex animal with unique
cultures. In Cion, Mda revisits Toloki
a decade later. Like the author
himself, the character is now living
in the United States, where Toloki
uncovers the story of runaway
slaves who were the ancestors of
an impoverished Southern family.
Don’t miss out on seeing Gregory
Maqoma bring Toloki live on stage
with the Vuyani dancers in his
production of Cion.
#Cion

Can ThEmba season

The SUIt

Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
05 May - 28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15
In the words of arts writer Sam
Mathe:
“I have been eagerly awaiting the
new season of The Suit because
it has been a while since I last
watched the original production in
1993. I was also looking forward to
Siyabonga Twala’s performance.
The last time I saw him on stage
was ten years ago in Eskia
Mphahlele’s The Suitcase - another
Market Theatre production inspired
by the writings of the Sophiatown
era and directed by James Ngcobo.
Twala brings to this show the
same masterful performance he
displayed in The Suitcase. Zola
Nombona is a newcomer on stage
but her brilliant and touching
portrayal of Matilda - the tragic

heroine of the story - certainly
doesn’t betray her lack of theatrical
experience. It was also a beautiful
feeling to see Lindani Nkosi
(Lincoln Sibeko in Isidingo) on this
production. Years ago, I watched
him in a Wits Theatre production
of Athol Fugard’s Master Harold
And the Boys alongside Lebogang
Elephant. Since then I became a
fan. Molefi Monaise is exceptional
as old man Maphikela. He brings
to his character the same magic
he weaves in his Skeem Saam
character, the eccentric poet,
Wallet. Andile Nobulane (Rhythm
City, Hustle & Keeping Score)
gives face to Matilda’s mysterious
lover while Durban-born dancer,
Lesedi Motladi and choreographer
Luyanda Sidiya add a touch of
ballet to the jazzy and bohemian
Sophiatown scene. Beautiful
actors. Wonderful production. It is
a theatrical experience not to be
missed. Go and get those tickets.”
#TheSuit
#CanThemba
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ISITHUNZI

2016 Zwakala Festival winner
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
26 May - 18 June 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Isithunzi, loosely translated as
“shadow” in its singular form
explores themes of dignity, respect
and reconciliation. The play offers
a fascinating window into the
world of the two brothers who are
forced to grapple with themes of
reconciliation, integration and the
grey area in between.
As race-related battles continue
to rage around campuses in South
Africa, this dynamic production
goes behind the scenes to shine
the spotlight on a family drama
in the lives of those who were
the victims of the “Reitz Four’s”
dehumanization. Even though the
students were found guilty how
does the families affected find
reconciliation and come to terms
with what happened to them
especial also because they were
never compensated? How do the
children find middle ground for
justice for their families? How does
the community move forward and
heal from this tragic racial incident
that shook South Africa?
Isithunzi inspires and challenges
its audiences to engage with these
burning questions.
#Isithunzi
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CHILAHAEBOLAE
Venue
Barney Simon
DateS
19-28 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Kgafela oa Magogodi’s satirical play,
Chilahaebolae, is the allegorical tale
of Phokobje the Jackal who sets
out in search of his long-lost friend
Mpja, the dog. He soon discovers
that things are not as they once
were. Now Mpja swims in the fat
of Chilahaebolae’s suburban bliss.
Phokobje’s sudden appearance is
an unwelcome interruption and
an unpleasant reminder of Mpja’s
betrayal. Cracks on the edifice of
their brotherhood grow wider and
deeper.
What follows is a theatrical tale
that taps into the Basarwa tradition
of subversive storytelling. The
antics of these animal proxies take
the audience on a journey packed
with laughter and adventure, while
opening a window into a neocolonial world.
Chilahaebolae is presented by
the Wits School of Art, Division of
Theatre and Performance and Wits
Theatre in partnership with the
Market Theatre Foundation.
#Chilahaebolae
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The Inconvenience
of Wings

an exploration of mental illness
Venue
Mannie Manim
DateS
14 June - 16 July 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Playwright Lara Foot’s passion
for creating fascinating works
that challenge societal norms has
become her artistic signature.
Foot has given the theatrical
world a succession of great
productions that have become
classics, including Karoo Moose,
Fishers of Hope, Hear and Now and
Tshepang.
Her Fleur du Cap award winning
production, The Inconvenience
of Wings, is set in a landscape
of memory and dreams, where
Sara (Jennifer Steyn) has been
diagnosed with bi-polar disorder.
She is compulsive, animated and
hates women who know how to
make cupcakes. Her husband Paul
(Andrew Buckland) is determined
to find a cure for her afflictions,
while Professor James (Mncedisi
Shabangu) quietly tries to save
Paul from the inconvenience of his
wings.
#Wings

8

IN BOCCA AL LUPO

a tale about triumph
Venue
Ramolao Makhene
DateS
9 - 21 May 2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

“A story can begin in many
places. One that begins with
goats eating fallen secrets is
bound to be wondrous and
fantastical and In Bocca Al
Lupo is that and more. Jemma
Kahn’s previous award winning
productions The Epicene Butcher
and Other Stories for Consenting
Adults and We Didn’t Come to
Hell for the Croissants earned
her much acclaim and a cult
following. The script is a thing
of beauty and aided by Tertius
Kapp Kahn flits between comedy
and tragedy with metaphor and
memoir forming the base of
a very personal and painfully
honest account of her life after
completing an undergraduate
degree in drama and fine art.
Her clarity of insight, admittedly
in hindsight, provides a hyperaware self-portrait and she
shares some of the more
intimate moments with a wry
self-deprecating wit which is
hilarious.”
- Tracey Saunders (The Weekender)
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coming soon to
the Market Theatre
karel se oupa

09 June - 02 July 2017
Karel du Toit dreams of flying when
he grows up, like his pilot father.
For now, he plays make-believe,
flying high. His world of innocence
is all very real to him. Karel se
Oupa places the spotlight on one
ordinary family during one ordinary
night. A family we know all too
well, a family like us. Ordinary
on the surface, and with dark
chambers filled with memories –
all the good and the bad, etched
deep under the surface.
Bookings will open on www.
webtickets.co.za on Wednesday
17 May 2017.

Left: Karel se Oupa reading
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MY TRAVELLING BAG

08 September – 01 October 2017
Bookings for Gcina Mhlope’s My
Traveling Bag directed by Clive
Mathibe will open Monday 22
May 2017.
Young director, Clive Mathibe,
speaks to Buzz about his
excitement of working with
the legendary thespian and
internationally renowned
storyteller, Gcina Mhlophe.
“So a few months ago, I was
bursting with excitement about
something I could not share yet
but now I can finally let the cat
out the bag and talk about this!
I’m so honoured to say that I will
be working with Mama Gcina
Mhlophe in her return to theatre
after over 25 Years!

My Travelling Bag chronicles her
journeys and travels around the
world! The travelling bug bit her
when she was a child and her
grandmother assured her that
there is a bigger world out there
than the Natal province. With
very few places, cultures and
people she has not come across
in this wonderful world, Mam
Gcina has seen the entire world!
And how incredibly profound
that she started travelling the
world from her time working at
the Market Theatre and now she
returns to the Market Theatre
with this piece!”
My Travelling Bag will be
staged at The Market Theatre in
September 2017.

Left: Clive Mothibe and Gcina Mhlophe
11

Fête de la Musique

(World Music Day)

Venue
Market Theatre precinct
DateS
17 June 2017
TIME
11:00 – 18:00
The Bassline, the French Institute of
South Africa (IFAS) and Alliance Française
of Johannesburg are working closely
together to make this year’s edition of
Fête de la Musique on Saturday 17 June
even more exciting!
In the coming weeks, the team will unveil
the Fete’s musical line-up. Newtown will
be a buzz of activity as preparations for
the 2017 Fête de la Musique come alive
agai.
For the 3rd consecutive year, Total South
Africa will support this event. Concerned
about disadvantaged communities, the
multinational company is proud to take
part in this free festival that gathers
different people in one single place. The
Market Theatre Foundation, a major
contributor of the South African cultural
life, will join the event as well.
Both DGB (home to iconic brands such
as Boschendal and Bacardi) and South
African Breweries will also formally
participate in the Fete this year. After
their success at last year’s event, both The
Potato Shed and Work Shop NewTown
have offered to play an increased role in
2017.
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This year, patrons will receive a French touch provided
by Patachou and Pâtisserie de Paris pastry shops. With
organisers are also number of surprises.
People are invited to follow
Fête de la Musique on Facebook (@fetedelamusiquejhb),
Twitter (@JoburgFDLM)
and on their website to get updates
www.fetedelamusiquejhb.co.za
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WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
PHOTO
WORKSHOP!

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

exhibition
George Senga Assani: Cette
maison n’est pas à vendre et à
vendre at Gallery 1989 at the
Market Photo Workshop.
19 April – 26 May 2017

©Georges Senga Assani. Cette maison n’est pas à vendre et à vendre.
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Georges Senga Assani (born in
1983 in Lubumbashi/DRC) is a
photographer who was discovered
during the first edition of the Picha
Biennale de Lubumbashi in 2008, by
Marie-Françoise Plissart and Sammy
Baloji.
In 2011 Senga joined a series
of master classes organized

©Georges Senga Assani. Cette maison n’est pas à vendre et à vendre.

by the Goethe-Institute in
Johannesburg/South Africa, in
Lubumbashi/DRC (2012), and in
Lagos/Nigeria (2013).
In 2009, his project footprint
was presented at the second
Lubumbashi Biennale curated
by Simon Njami, and his third
and fourth series of photographs
titled a life after death and

Kadogos was presented in 2013
at Rencontres Picha Biennale de
Lubumbashi.
Senga received a research grant
from Pro Helvetia in 2014 for
his photo project TRANSIT. In
2015, he was a fellow at WIELS
Contemporary Art Centre,
Forest/Belgium, as well as part
of the project African Odyssey

at the arts centre BRASS. That
same year, Senga presented his
work at the Bamako Biennale,
where he was awarded the
Léon l’African Prize by Royal Air
Maroc. Senga was in residence
at the Akademie Schloss Solitude
in Stuttgart in September 2015
and February 2017.
15

In Jus’this by Celimpilo
Mazibuko
A solo exhibition by the 2016 Tierney Fellow Celimpilo Mazibuko
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Join us for the opening of
Celimpilo Mazibuko’s exhibition
Injus’this Wednesday 24 May
2017, 18h00 at the Market Photo
Workshop Gallery
The 2016 Tierney Fellowship at
the Market Photo Workshop,
in partnership with the Tierney
Family Foundation, was awarded
to Market Photo Workshop’s
alumnus Celimpilo Mazibuko.
The aim of the Tierney
Fellowship is to provide an
emerging photographer with
the opportunity to develop
their career and skills through
a mentorship programme, an
ideal space for a photographer to
develop a body of work.
Celimpilo was mentored by
renowned South African
photographer Cedric Nunn.
In Jus’this is a photography
documentary project that
confronts historic land injustice
by examining human settlement
in South African townships,
particularly in relation to post1994 urban planning and
township development that
came in to being as part of the
Reconstruction and Development
Programme (RDP). Mazibuko’s
focus is on documenting
‘’development’’ in his community,
Palm Ridge, Katlehong, through
personal experiences of human
settlement and spatial constraints,

questioning the reach of this
housing policy in the daily lives
of residents 23 years later. The
Reconstruction and Development
Programme (RDP) was introduced
in 1994 after the first democratic
elections.
About Celimpilo Mazibuko
Celimpilo Mazibuko was born in
1996 in Natalspruit Hospital in
Katlehong and grew up in Palm
Ridge, Germiston. He studied
visual art in high school where
his love of photography and art
began. Since 2012 he has devoted
all of his time to photography
training and practice.
In 2012 he was awarded a
photography certificate for
participating in a project called
Of Soul & Joy in, Thokoza, which
aimed at providing the young
township generation with the
opportunity to tell visual stories
through photography. In 2013, he
was featured in a group exhibition
at iThuba Art Gallery. His work
was also featured in numerous
group exhibitions including 2014
Addis Foto Festival, 2015 F-stop
Magazine and the Turbine Art Fair
in Johannesburg. Mazibuko has
studied photography at Market
Photo Workshop and is currently
completing the Photojournalism
and Documentary Photography
Programme at the same
institution.

About Cedric Nunn
Cedric Nunn was born in
Nongoma, KwaZulu-Natal, in 1957.
He began photographing in the
early 1980s as a response to the
realities of apartheid, which he
believed were being ignored by
the mainstream media. In more
recent years, he has focused
on documenting social change,
particularly in rural areas. He
was a member of Afrapix, the
collective photo agency that
documented resistance against
apartheid. Nunn was one of a
team of photographers who
covered the 1994 elections
for the Independent Electoral
Commission. His work has been
widely published and exhibited,
both in South Africa and abroad,
and he has organized and
curated major photographic
exhibitions for both public and
private institutions. Nunn teaches
and mentors local and foreign
photography students and has
participated in numerous cultural
exchanges between South Africa
and other countries.
Source: http://library.duke.edu/exhibits/
thenandnow/photos/nunn/index.html

See page 33 for details about the
Tierney Bamako Award at the
Market Photo Workshop and Get
Up Close & Personal with the
Market Photo Workshop head,
Lekgetho Makola on page 24.
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Open Call: Photography
Incubator Programme
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Applications for the third
Photography Incubator
Programme close on 19 May.
Market Photo Workshop,
with the support of the
Department of Arts and
Culture, is sending out a call for
photography enterprises and
entrepreneurship proposals.
The Photography Incubator
Programme will use hands-on
on job experience, combined
with technical and theoretical
support and incubation, with the
aim of enhancing and elevating
photographers’ business
ventures and artistic practice.
The Programme will begin in
June 2017 and end in February
2018.
The programme provides
practical experience and
exposure to fully understand
major aspects of the enterprise
of photography. This includes
photography entrepreneurship

and business management,
gallery practice, curatorial
production, editing, training and
participatory projects and will
explore photography through
artistic, commercial, and media
practice.
The outcomes of the
Photography Incubator
Programme may include but is
not limited to:
•

•
•

Fully developed photography
projects that may take
the form of exhibitions,
participatory projects, talks,
workshops, open studios,
photo walks, publications,
screenings and online
projects.
Projects engaging with the
public and in communities
through photography.
The development of a
publication as a record and
reflection of overall activities

Each photographer being given
the tools and support to formally
register and build their own
photography business.
The programme is aimed at
photographers with at least 2
years of practical experience
and who practicing in South
Africa and who are seeking to
further their conceptual and
artistic practice by developing
business and entrepreneurial
skills. Preferential advantage
will be given to women
photographers in need of
business developmental support.
Deadline: 19 May 2017
For more information regarding
the application process, please
contact Bekie Ntini at bekien@
marketphotoworkshop.co.za
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MY NEWTOWN:
A Weekly
Series by Workshop
newtown
Neighbours to the historic Market
Theatre, the City Lodge Newtown
is a one-of-a-kind site for the City
Lodge Hotel Group, being the
first City Lodge to be located in
the Johannesburg CBD. A walk
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away from the bustling precinct of
Braamfontein and a stone-throw
away from Maboneng, the City
Lodge Newtown offers guests a
perfect headquarters to enjoy the
City of Johannesburg.

The interiors of the hotel are
inspired by the city of gold, with
murals of the Johannesburg
skyline and portraits of the most
prominent and unique graffiti
pieces found around the precinct.

Carl Maritz is the artist who created
the 20-meter mural hand-chiselled
into the second-floor wall of the
bistro area. This unique mural is
the only one of the city from the
artist; a worthy artwork to behold.
Small details such as the décor have
been curated from local markets in
the area to offer an authentic taste
of the city. The colours and fabrics
used in the hotel pay homage to
the urban positioning – with greys,
golds and rust colours.
Participants from across the
country who will be participating in
the inaugural Incubator’s Trade Fare
for emerging theatre practitioners
to be held at the Market Theatre
next month between 18 - 23 June
will be staying at the City Lodge
Newtown. Watch Buzz next week
for details about the Incubator’s
Trade Fair. Several guests who
who will be attending 2nd annual
conference of the South African
Cultural Observatory (SACO) will
also be staying at the City Lodge
Newtown. See page *** for details
about the SACO Conference.
For more details about the City
Lodge Newtown, visit their
website: https://clhg.com/
hotels/149/City-Lodge-HotelNewtown-Johannesburg or give
the management team: Anton,
Timothy and Lusapho (please add
her surname) at 010 065 0700.
The dynamic team have a lot to
share about Newtown and will
assist you to curate your experience
Newtown; and which most
certainly will include a visit to the
Market Theatre.
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MARKET THEATRE TOURS
GROW IN POPULARITY
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The Sibikwa Arts Centre, renown
for their development work
under the leadership of theatre
veterans Smal Ndaba and Phyllis
Klotz brought a team of junior
managers from several rural-based
community art centres on a tour of
the Market Theatre.
Phyllis Klotz called the Market
Theatre Foundation CEO Ismail
Mahomed and she had this to say
about the tour:
“The tour guide Busi Letwaba was
phenomenal. She inspired the
community art centre managers
with her knowledge and passion.
She made the tour exciting and
showed them the possibilities of
what they can do at their own
centres. The informative tour of the
Market Theatre is a recommended
to anyone who wants to get an
insight to this magnificient piece of
South African theatre history”.

To book a tour, call Busi Letwaba at
011 832 1641 or online at
www.markettheatre.co.za
Find out about the Market Theatre
in the weekly ninety minute tours
of the Market Theatre. Tours take
place every Wednesday starting at
11:00. A maximum of 20 people
can be accommodated in each
tour.
23
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market theatre
personalities

up close and personal with...

lekgetho makola - head of the market
photo workshop
Q:	Where were you born?
deeper in to discourses issues
A: Images have always intrigued
of representation in images,
me from an early age or from
including theories on unlearning
my earlies visual awareness
and re-learning about Pan
phase through family albums and
African social sciences via images
what was on our family walls. I
and or visual arts. I learnt more
developed a very strong artistic
about the high value of the
bend that drove me to be the
African continent intellect.
visual art activist that I am now.
The significant element here is
Q: Who selects the participants
the process of image making and
for the advisory council for
its societal responsibility in our
Catchlight and now that you’ve
post-colonial context.
been selected, what does it
mean for your career as head of
Q:	How does your Howard
The Market Photo Workshop?
university qualification help you
(In one sentence tell us what is
in your current role as head of
Catchlight)
Market Photo Workshop?
A: The participants are selected
A: Howard University is one of the
by the founders and board of
oldest historically black university
that organisation. This means
in the United State of America.
that firstly the Market Photo
It has produced some of the
Workshop and our Foundation is
most critical scholars of Pan
represented in the international
African literature and politics
space where global decisions
over its 149 years of existence.
are made about the practice
In my three years of studies I
of photography. Personally
interacted with great scholars
it means that my intellectual
and thinkers that exposed me
value and experiences including
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my image activists mission is
engaged at such high level, in the
process influencing some critical
shifts of the discipline. As such
representing my post-colonial
thoughts in these forums.

such as schools, community halls
and bus or taxi stations among
others.

Q.	Explain PhotoPhilanthropy and
how this speaks back to the
vision and mission of the Market
Photo Workshop?
A: PhotoPhilanthrophy in a nutshell
speaks to photography or visual
story telling being used to
advance advocacy. The Market
Photo Workshop’s mission is
to also produce contemporary
and diverse generation of
photo-practitioners including an
engaged public in our continent
with content relevant to their
state of mind, urgency and
positioning.
Q.	How do we get information
about contemporary
photography and new images
in Africa accessible to the
underprivileged as per the
core existence of Bamako
Encounters?
A: I cannot yet speak on behalf of
Bamako Encounters, but only
on my personal capacity. One
of the best ways that could
be employed to achieve such
is through collaboration and
partnerships with photo hubs
and community activists that
have created platforms to
engage with visual arts content.
These includes presentations
or distribution in public spaces
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LABORATORY

Men Crush Mondays
Luthando Mngomezulu
Luthando Mngomezulu born and raised in Umlazi, Kwa – Zulu Natal
is a dynamic artist who strives to be the best by being with and
surpassing the best. This is best seen through how in his short career
he has managed to be part of the country’s leading drama, film and
academic institutions.
In matric Luthando knew very well that the arts were his calling,
and as a kid from Umlazi, in his horizon was Durban University of
Technology lead by HOD, Associate Professor Deborah Arlene Lutge.
He found that the combination of good Drama School and academia
would be the best recipe in him blooming into an intelligent and
skilled actor, a critical writer and a dynamic young director with
immense vision. After completing his Diploma, he stretched his
wings even further and completed his Bachelor of Technology at the
Tshwane University of Technology specialising in Acting, Scriptwriting
and Directing. He graduated with a BA Honours from the University
of Cape Town specializing in Theatre Directing.
Luthando is currently a Trainee Director in the country’s leading TV
program in SABC 1’s Uzalo. He won the 2016 Zwakala festival with his
direction of #ISITHUNZI which will be staged at The Market Theatre
from the 31st of May till the 18th of June. See page 6 for details
about Isithunzi.
#MCM #ManCrushMonday
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Market Theatre Laboratory
celebrates its alumni
Follow us every week to see our new crush.
#MCM / #MenCrushMonday
#WCW / #WomanCrushWednesday
#MarketTheatreLaboratory

Women Crush
Wednesdays
Lesedi Motladi
Lesedi Motladi was born in KwaZulu Natal in 1988. Lesedi is a
professional dancer and performer who also adjudicates and is a
trained Pilates instructor. She completed her BTech degree with
cum laude at Tshwane University of Technology in 2013. Her vast
experience is acquired from performing on numerous stages both
nationally and internationally. Lesedi has expanded her academic
horizons by acquiring a certificate in Events Management
under the supervision of the University of Cape Town as well
as a certificate in Project Management from the University of
Witwatersrand.
#WCW
#MarketLab
#BerekaMosadi
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PRO HELVETIA PRESIDENT
VISITS MARKET THEATRE
The president of the Board of Pro
Helvetia Charles Beer, together
with his colleagues Gauter Chiarini
visited the Market Theatre
Foundation last week during their
whirlwind tour of the SADEC
region. Their visit was aimed at
understanding the work that the
local Pro Helvetia office under the
leadership of Joseph Gaylard does
in this part of the region.
During the visit the Swiss
delegation got to see the
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photographic exhibition of Congobased photographer Georges
Senga, a project supported through
Pro Helvetia’s ANT micro grant
funding. (See page page 14 for
details about the exhibtion.)
The meeting with Ismail Mahomed
(CEO of the Market Theatre
Foundation) and Lekgetho Makola
(Head of the Market Photo
Workshop), the meeting was a
valuable opportunity to engage
on how going in to the future
the partnership between Pro

Helvetia and the Market Theatre
Foundation could be of greater
mutual benefit for both our region
and Switzerland where their
cultural funding is sourced.
Actress Lindiwe Matshikiza who is
no stranger to the Market Theatre
Foundation was the articulate
translator for this tour which
required her to translate from
French to English and vice versa.
#WCW

Photographer ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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EVENTS @THE MARKET
THEATRE FOUNDATION
South African Cultural
Observatory Conference gives
youth platform
“Young people are the future of
South Africa’s creative and cultural
industries and it is critical they
have the exposure and support
that will see them develop lasting
and productive careers,” said
Prof Richard Haines, SACO chief
executive officer as he explained
SACO’s partnership with the
Market Theatre Laboratory and the
Market Photo Workshop.
“We wanted to make sure that
young people participated in and
benefitted from the SACO National
Conference in a meaningful and
positive way. It made sense that we
partner with the Market Theatre
Foundation which is doing groundbreaking work in developing
young talent. Their presence in the
Newtown Precinct – which links
with the Turbine Hall where we will
host our conference – was a bonus
30

and will go a long way in creating a
vibrant atmosphere in the area”, he
added.
Students from the Market Theatre
Laboratory promise conference
delegates at next week’s SACO
conference to be held in Newtown
a series of surprise cameo
performances. Four students from
the Market Photo Workshop will be
engaged to capture the conference
proceedings, adding to their
portfolios and client experience.

Students from the Market Theatre
Laboratory will also work with the
SACO Conference team to create
a seamless conference ‘precinct
experience’ in Newtown.
“The partnership strategies
between the Market Theatre
Foundation and the South African
Cultural Observatory were bound
to happen. It is virtually impossible
for any national organisation to
contemplate holding a cultural
conference in Newtown and

CULTURE VULTURES: Professor Kennedy C. Chinyowa of Tshwane University of
Technology will speak at the South African Cultural Observat ory’s National Conference
on May 24 and 25 at the Turbine Hall in Johannesburg. Picture: SA Cultural Observatory

not to engage with Newtown’s
oldest, most iconic and successful
institution, the Market Theatre. We
have a rich legacy of experience
and skills to offer”, said Ismail
Mahomed, the CEO of the Market
Theatre Foundation.
“Added to this our new facilities
at Market Square are a positive
indicator of what is possible when
institutions are governed with
vision and accountability,” he
said adding that both the Market

Theatre Laboratory and the Market
Photo Workshop have impressive
track records of training artists and
accelerating their careers in the
creative economies.
“We are delighted the South
African Cultural Observatory
recognises the importance of our
institution and believes in creating
opportunities for artists-in-training
to be part of a conference that will
essentially be engaging about the
cultural economies.”, he concluded.

The South African Cultural
Observatory is a Department of
Arts & Culture (DAC) research
project. It is hosted by the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University in
partnership with the universities of
Rhodes and Fort Hare.
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Workshop Open to
the Public
Dalija Acin Thelander is a
choreographer and a cultural
worker based in Stockholm.
The focus of her current artistic
research and creation are
performances for babies. Her
performances enable the youngest
audience to experience performing
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arts from multi-perspective,
addressing their kinaesthetic
sense as well as ‘near’ and
‘distant’ senses. She perceives the
spectators as a co-creators of event
and therefore their experience and
responses as a part of the aesthetic
of the performance.

On Monday 15 May, she presented
two workshops at the Market
Theatre Laboratory for students
and other interested persons from
the performing arts sector.

Tierney
Bamako
Award

at the Market
Photo
Workshop
The Tierney Bamako Award
is a 15 months award to a
photographer from the African
continent selected by judges from
the 2015 Bamako Encounters. It
recognizes and rewards Africa’s
best photographers by providing
the winner with the financial and
infrastructural support necessary
to build on their existing
photography expertise through 1
of the 3 options below:
The winner can choose 1 of the
3 programmes applicable to the
development of their practice:
1. studying either the Advanced
Programme in Photography
of the Photojournalism and
Documentary Photography
Programme at the prominent
photography training
institution on the continent,
Market Photo Workshop. The
APP and PDP are year courses
in which photographers

Image: Copyright Moussa John Kalapo

develop an independent
body of work and portfolio.
The course requires students’
active participation in course
subjects, projects and
engagement with trainers and
mentors.
2. working closely with a
suitable mentor with
assistance from a network of
professional photographers in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The mentor will provide
guidance and direction on
the photographer’s intended
body of work and the
photographer’s professional
development.
3. working closely with a
suitable mentor with
assistance from a network of

professional photographers
in photographers home
country. The photographer
will work with a mentor from
his home country but will be
required to attend groupmentoring critique sessions in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The outcome of the award
would see the winner producing
and exhibiting a new body
of photography work. Other
proposed outcomes may take
various forms, from participating
in participatory photo projects,
internship and talks.
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Opening night of Jemma
KAHn’s In Bocca Al Lupo
on Tuesday 9 May 2017. The house roared with
laughter from the minute Jemma took to the
stage. An outstanding night indeed.
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meet and greet
On Thursday 11 May 2017 the Artistic Director James Ngcobo hosted
a meet and greet with writer Danai Gurira, actress Pamela Nomvete
and producer Zodwa Shongwe. He gave them a tour of the #40Actors
exhibition at the Mannie Manim foyer. Follow Buzz for details about a
Danai Gurira production that will soon be coming to the Market Theatre.
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sophiatown matinee

The #Sophiatown series of matinee performances for
schools closed on a high on Friday 12 May, with the 450
seater John Kani theatre fully booked with attendances by
students from the Dere’Kobe Secondary School, Ufundo
Thuto Secondary School, Fundulwazi Secondary School,
Sekano Motane High School and Austin Primary School.

36

Opening night of THE SUIT

on Wednesday 10 May 2017.
It was a beautiful and an
engaging evening of theatre
and talent.
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Market Square
directions:
FOUNDATION
For more information
about the Market Theatre
Foundation, please visit
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641
138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree)
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret
Mcingana streets
Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294
• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.
• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over 		
Mandela Bridge.
• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge, 		
turn right into Carr Street.
• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba
Street.
• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown
Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.
• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into
the Mall’s underground parking garage.
• When you come out of the parking garage using 		
the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the
east of the parking area in the direction of the 		
water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The
Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right
towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the
security / ushers if you feel unsure.
• To get to the Market Square, continue past the
Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian 		
Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square
entrance towards your left – diagonally across the
road from the Market Theatre building.
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