


ZWAKALA FESTIVAL : 25 YEARS OF 
COMMUNITY-ENGAGEMENT
Established three years after 
the Market Theatre 
Laboratory was founded in 
1989 by Barney Simon and 
John Kani with funding from 
the Rockefeller Foundation, 
the Zwakala Festival has 
grown to earn a reputation 
as one of South Africa’s 
leading festivals that has 
catapulted the careers of 
community-based theatre 
practitioners into the 
competitive creative 
economy.

The Zwakala Festival is one 
of the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s flagship 
developmental  
programmes. For over 25 
years the unique use of the 
power of performance to 
develop self-esteem, 
self-expression and literacy 
has played a huge role in 
transforming the lives of the 
community-based artists. It 

has 
produced some of South 
Africa’s leading actors, 
directors and playwrights.

The Festival has consistently 
produced original work that 
is thought- provoking and 
has strong artistic merits. A 
unique factor that sets the 
Zwakala Festival apart from 
other festivals is that the 
majority of the work is 
presented in indigenous 
African languages.

Soweto has historically been 
the main feeder of the 

Festival but the East Rand 
has risen up to the challenge 
this year with five 
productions that will create 
stimulating conversations 
about gender-based violence 
and other social issues and 
challenges.  

The Zwakala Festival is a 
great opportunity for 
Johannesburg audiences to 
discover an exciting line-up 
of performances and to 
experience the voices of a 
new generation of artists.
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For the full programme of 
the 2017 Zwakala Festival see 
page 42 in the What’s On 
section.

For the winners of past 
Zwakala Festivals see page 45.

Get to know the Zwakala 
Festival Director, Sipho Mwala, 
on page 25

Get to know the 2017 Zwakala 
Festival directors on page 26
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MARKET SQUARE ONE OF SIX 
UNIQUE PROJECTS SELECTED FOR 
THE PERFORMING SPACES AWARD 
SHORTLIST: WORLD ARCHITECTURE 
NEWS PERFORMING SPACES AWARD 
2017 SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED
The Market Theatre 
Foundation’s newly built 
Market Square complex is 
not even a year old and it is 
in line for its second 
prestigious architectural 
award with the World 
Architecture News. In 2015 
the Market Square architects, 
KMH, won the Architecture 
for Social Gain Award: 
Proposed future 
developmental projects for 
this project. 

“The Market Theatre 
Foundation congratulates 
Wayne Mansfield, Michael 
Cornwell and the KMH 

Architects team”, says 
Christine McDonald, the 
CFO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation. McDonald also 
drives the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s construction 
projects. 

Apart from its award-winning 
architecture the superbly 
designed Market Square is 
a campus for students at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory 
and Market Photo Workshop. 
Arts enthusiasts and drama 
students are offered the 
opportunity of peeking 
behind the scenes, finding 
out more about the rich 

history of the Market Theatre 
and getting first-hand
 information about some of 
the exciting productions that 
will be presented at the 
Market Theatre.

The WAN Performing 
Spaces Award 2017 
showcases excellence in 
design in this demanding 
sector, whether  it’s an opera 
house, theatre, concert hall 
or other live performance 
space. The award has been 
established to celebrate and 
promote the best in 
international architecture for 
performing arts venues,
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attracting entries from all 
over the world.

“This theatre is so important 
to the cultural and political 
freedom of Johannesburg. 
The sensitivity of the 
architecture to the 
community is a serious 
design goal and it has 
certainly been achieved” 
said Len Auerbach, a 
member of the jury.

The winner of the category 
will be announced on the 
28th February 2018 at a 
prestigious WAN AWARDS 
2017 Event.

Since its opening, the Market 
Square has played host to 

several events, including the 
reflective festival Culture in 
Another South Africa 
presented in partnership with 
the Netherlands Embassy, 
both the Jozi Book Fair and 
the SA Book Fair; it is the 
home to Word ‘n Sound’s 
monthly spoken word poetry 
slam, and houses a school of 
theatre and of photography. 

On the same day that the 
Market Square received the 
nomination for its revitalising 
design, the Market Theatre 
received an official Blue 
Plaque from the 
Johannesburg Heritage 
Foundation. 

The professional team 
who contributed to the 
success of the project are:

KMH Architects
Project Manager: Badat 
Developments 
Electrical and mechanical 
engineers: Plantech 
Quantity Surveyors: 
Walker Maree
Structural Engineers: ADA 
Consulting Engineers
Fire consultants: 
Protection Projects 
Visual arts: Bongi 
Dhlomo-Mautloa and 
Artist Proof Studio
Heritage consultant: 
Herbert Prins
Acoustic consultant: Ivan 
Lin
Town planner: Wisdom 
Ndlovu
OHS consultants: 
Empowerisk
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CATAPULTING PRODUCTIONS FROM 
COMMUNITIES TO NATIONAL 
PROMINENCE
When the production TAU won the Standard 
Bank Gold Ovation Award at the National Arts 
Festival this year and Isithunzi won the first 
prize at the inaugural Arts Incubators Trade 
Fair in June there was every reason for the 
Zwakala Festival to celebrate. Both 
productions were catapulted into the 
mainstream by the Zwakala Festival.

The Zwakala Festival aims to  elevate 
community theatre and to encourage 
community-based artists to attain higher 
levels of artistic successes. Over the years the 
festival has produced several plays that have 
gone on to enjoy successful seasons on the 
main stages of the Market Theatre. These 
include Coal Yard (Free State 
Province), Esuthwini (North West), 8 Minutes 
(Gauteng), Go A Phelwa (Limpopo Province) 
and Thursday Child (Gauteng).
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RIGOROUS PROCESS TO FIND 
ZWAKALA WINNER
Behind the scenes of the 
successful Zwakala 
Festival is a dedicated team 
of fieldworkers whose 
creative inputs sets the 
framework for the ten 
community-based theatre 
groups that take part in the 
weeklong festival at Market 
Square. 

The fieldworkers watch 
scores of community-based 
theatre productions which 
are evaluated during a 
rigorous audition. The ten 
plays that are chosen for the 
Zwakala Festival receive a 
further high level of 
professional mentorship from 
award-winning arts 
practitioners who are 
passionate about nurturing 
strong future voices to create 
new and original work for 
South African audiences.

During the weeklong 

Zwakala Festival months of 
preparation and strategic 
mentorship comes together 
in inspiring performances. 
The festival ends with the 
announcement of the 
winning production that will 
grace the professional  
Market Theatre stages for a 
full professional run in 2018. 

“The Zwakala Festival is a 
catalyst for development. 
The Festival is a celebration 
of the talent and skills in the 
townships. The Festival is the 
ultimate and unique 
opportunity for 
community-based 
organisations and 
professional artists to 
engage with each other in a 
dynamic environment at the 
Market Theatre”, says Sipho 
Mwale, the Zwakala Festival 
coordinator.
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WINDYBROW TAKES CENTRE-STAGE 
DURING PAN-AFRICAN WRITERS WEEK

The Market Theatre 
Foundation will join the rest 
of the African continent to 
celebrate the Pan-African 
Writer’s week. The event 
that is held annually in 
November. Launched in 
Ghana in 1992 with the 
formation of the 
Pan-African Writers 
Association, the annual 
weeklong event enjoys 
Ghana’s full diplomatic 
status.

“With the Exclusives Book 
Pan-African Reading Room 
at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre it makes absolutely 
good sense for the Market 
Theatre Foundation to join 
the rest of the continent to 
raise the awareness about 
Pan-African literature”, said 
Ismail Mahomed, CEO of 

the Market Theatre 
Foundation. “The 
Windybrow Arts Centre will 
present three events 
reaching out to primary 
school, high school and 
adult audiences”, he added.

At the Market Square 
auditorium on Friday 3 
November and in 
partnership with UNISA’s 
Centre for Humanities, 
Professor Puleng Segalo 
and the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s artistic director 
James Ngobo will discuss 
the underlying themes of 
urban migration as featured 
in Es’kia Mpahlele’s short 
story, The Suitcase. Ngobo’s 
production of The Suitcase 
adapted and directed from 
Es’kia Mpahlele’s story is 
currently playing at the 

Market Theatre (see page ** 
for details about the play).

Michelle Nkamankeng, who 
is one of the ten youngest 
published writers in the 
world and the youngest in 
Africa will launch the 
Windybrow  Arts Centre’s 
fortnightly book club. 
Meeting fortnightly in the 
Exclusives Book Pan-African 
Reading Room, Michelle 
Nkamangeng will encourage 
young readers to focus on 
a different book and author 
from the continent. 

“Michelle Nkamankeng is a 
superb role model to 
encourage her own 
generation to grow a culture 
of reading. Her passion for 
reading and promoting a 
culture for reading makes
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makes her an ideal 
ambassador for the 
Exclusives Books 
Pan-African Reading Room 
for children”, said Ismail 
Mahomed.
  
Michelle Nkamangeng 
published her first book, 
titled Waiting for the Waves, 
at the age of seven. She is 8 
years old and attends 
Sacred Heart College in 
Observatory.

In partnership with 
Blackboard Africa,  the 
Windybrow Arts Centre will 
host a luncheon on ***day 
November for aspirant high 
school playwrights to 
discuss South African 
playwrighting. Blackboard 
Africa will focus on some of 
the works of Walter Chakela.

“Blackboard Africa could 
not have chosen a more 
ideal person on whom to 

shine the spotlight. Walter 
Chakela was the first 
director to be appointed 
at the former Windybrow 
Theatre. He is also being 
honoured this year by the 
Pan African Writer’s 
Association in Ghana”, said 
Ismail Mahomed.
Programme for the 
Windybrow Arts Centre’s 
Pan-African Writers Week:

Event Date Time Venue

Forum Discussion Friday 
3 November

18:00 Auditorium, Market Square

Writer’s Luncheon Saturday 
4 November

13:00 Windybrow Arts Centre

Michelle Nkamankeng Book 
Club Launch

Monday 
6 November

15:00 Windybrow Arts Centre
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The Windybrow Arts Centre 
is forging ahead with 
affirming its identity as a 
centre for Pan-African 
expression. Last week, 
Ugandan musician Albert 
Bisaso Ssempeke, 
entertained audiences with 
his unique collection of 
self-made instruments. 
Ssempeke’s visit to South 
Africa with a stopover 
concert at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre was made 
possible by the 
International Library of 
African Music (ILAM).

Ssempeke has a masterful 

musicality with a vast 
knowledge of traditional 
Ugandan dance and music. 
He sometimes fuses 
traditional music with jazz 
and reggae to form new 
sounds for Ugandan music. 
His reputation as a performer 
and educator in the field of 
Ugandan traditional music is 
renown amongst 
international scholars.

During his whirlwind visit to 
Johannesburg, Ssempeke 
also conducted a workshop 
with local musicians at 
Museum Afrika.

UGANDAN SOUNDS ECHO AT THE 
WINDYBROW
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CELEBRATING AFRICAN 
INDEPENDENCE AT THE EXCLUSIVE 
BOOKS PAN-AFRICAN 
READING ROOM
During the month of October six African countries have celebrated their national days to 
mark their independence from colonialism. Here’s to Nigeria (1 October), Guinea 
(2 October), Lesotho (4 October), Uganda (9 October), Equatorial Guinea (12 October) and 
Zambia (24 October)!  

At the Exclusives Book Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre a concert 
was held with Ugandan musician Albert Bisaso Ssempeke on Monday 23 October; and as 
expected patrons at the concert were also curious to see some of the books by African 
authors at the Windybrow Arts Centre. Also, read more about Fela Kuti in a biography that 
tells why Fela Kuti is one of Nigeria’s favourite sons. On 15 October he would have 
celebrated his 79th birthday.

The Exclusive Book Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre is open on 
Mondays to Fridays between 10:00 – 16:00.
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Heinemann Book of 
Contemporary African Short 
Stories
Edited by Achebe / Innes

Capturing the diversity of 
African writing from across the 
continent, this important 
anthology draws together 
well-established authors and 
the best of new writers.

Gathering Seaweed
Edited by Jack Mapanje

This anthology of prison writing 
is edited and introduced by Jack 
Mapanje, the Malawian poet 
who was himself 
imprisoned for over three years 
without trial. He has selected 
contributions of literary and 
historical significance from many 
distinguished writers and polit-
ical activists, including Kwame 
Nkrumah, Kenneth Kaunda, 
Steve Biko, Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and Wole Soyinka. 
Their words provide a harrowing 
record of physical and mental 
suffering along with the hearten-
ing insights into human courage, 
resilience and a 
‘stubborn will to be free’. 

Fela: This Bitch of a Life 
by Carlos Moore

Fela Anikulapo Kuti was a 
fearless maverick for whom 
music was a righteous and 
invincible weapon. His 
self-given second name, 
Anikulapo – which translates as 
“the one who carries death in 
his pouch” – spoke of 
indestructability and resilience. 
It was an apt choice for the 
creator of an amazingly timeless 
body of work that for decades 
has transcended barriers of 
class and nationality.
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MAKOLA INVITED TO ADVISE
CATCHLIGHT FELLOWSHIP
The Head of the Market 
Photo Workshop, Leketho 
Makola, will travel this week 
to San Francisco to 
contribute to the CathLight 
Fellowship’s discussions 
about new opportunities in 
digital storytelling . Makola 
has been invited to serve on 
the Advisory Council of the 
Fellowship.

The Catchlight Fellowship in 
an international initiative that 
recognizes and rewards 
photographers who 
demonstrate creative  
leadership and are talented 
storytellers producing 

socially conscious work. The 
CatchLight Fellowship aims 
to build an 
international community of 
resources (financial, 
partnerships, and network-
ing) to help amplify the reach 
and impact of visual 
storytelling. 

The inaugural CatchLight 
Fellowship will be awarded 
annually to three creative 
leaders as grants to help 
each Fellow achieve their 
next level of excellence in 
visual storytelling, innovation 
in distribution and measure 
the social impact of their 

work. Each Fellowship is 
worth $30,000.
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The Tierney Fellowship was 
created in 2003 by the 
Tierney Family Foundation to 
find tomorrow’s distinguished 
artists and leaders in the 
world of photography and 
assist them in overcoming the 
challenges that a 
photographer faces at the 
beginning of his or her career.   

The aim of the Fellowship is 
twofold: encouraging 
recipients to produce a new 
body of work and creating a 
global community of artists 
that will function as a crucial 
support network in an 
increasingly competitive field. 

The Fellowship supports the 
recipients both financially, 
by way of a cash grant, and 
technically, with mentorship 
and guidance from seasoned 
experts.  At the end of the 
one-year grant period, 

recipients are expected to 
present a new body of work.  

Fellows remain an
important part of the 
programme after the 
conclusion of their 
Fellowship.  Seminars and 
critiques are held throughout 
the year to facilitate 
interaction between all 
current and past recipients, 
encouraging discussion of 
their photography, work
 experience and lives as
 artists.

The first 2017 Tierney 
Fellowship group critique 
sessions were held at the 
Market Photo Workshop on 
Thursday 19 and Friday 20 
October to assist the 3 
fellows in developing their 
body of work. 

The critique sessions provide 

a platform for the fellows to 
interact with industry 
professionals and get 
feedback on how to expand 
their body of work. The 
Market Photo Workshop 
fellow is Tshepiso 
Mazibuko. CJ Chandler and 
Akona Kenqu are Tierney 
Fellowship recipients from the 
University of Cape Town and 
Wits University respectively. 

This year’s critique session 
brought together  former  
Tierney Fellows and
 industry experts of the 
stature of Buyaphi Mdledle, 
Mikhael Subotzky, Gideon 
Mendel, Candice Jansen and 
David Goldblatt.
 
The second critique sessions 
will be held at Michaelis 
School of Fine Art in Cape 
Town on Thursday 8 and 
Friday 9 February 2018.

TIERNEY FELLOW CRITIQUE SES-
SIONS BRING EMERGING & EXPERT 
PHOTOGRAPHERS TOGETHER
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“The Market Theatre has 
always been that voice in my 
subconscious. That voice was 
more realistic than God. It was 
in 2004 I had already received 
the prestigious Fleur du Cap 
award and I was the reigning 
Standard Bank Young Artist 
Award-winner  for theatre when 
we started rehearsals for the 
dance musical ‘Tapsula’ for a 
season at the Market Theatre.

In the middle of rehearsals I 
had to leave for a performance 
in ‘Tshepang’ at the KKNK 
Festival where I won the Kanna 
Award for best actor. I returned 
to the Market Theatre with new 
energy and vigour for the show. 
We made new strides and 
together with Josias Moleele 
my co-director brought in the 

pantsulas from Trompies and 
Alaska to help improve on the 
dance nuances. It was during 
that chaos that l was called into 
the Regina Sebright’s office. 
She was at that time the 
Producer at the Market 
Theatre. 

Vanessa Cooke was also in the 
office. I immediately thought 
that I was in trouble and that 
they were going to tell me that 
my production was over the 
budget. The looks in their eyes 
made me feel uncomfortable. I 
thought I was going to be fired. 
Then they broke their silence. 
They were appointing me to 
lead them as the Associate 
Artistic Director and that the 
two of them were going to 
serve in my artistic team.

It is a post I served from 2004 
to 2006. This is my biggest 
memory of the glorious Market 
Theatre. Everything that I know 
I have learnt in this institution. 
My biggest task during my 
tenure was to host the former 
Minister of Arts and Culture, Dr 
Pallo Jordan, together with 
Professor Zakes Mda who at 
that time was the Market 
Theatre’s dramaturge. I hope 
that my story of success at 
the Market Theatre will inspire 
other.”

- Mncedisi Shabangu
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In 2005, the  Market Theatre 
Foundation was declared a 
Cultural Institution in terms of 
the Cultural Institutions Act 
119 of 1998. The annual grant 
from the Department of Arts & 
Culture subsidizes the Market 
Theatre, Market Theatre 
Laboratory, Market Photo 
Workshop and the Windybrow 
Arts Centre. 

In addition to the subsidy for 
capital projects and operational 

costs, the Department of Arts & 
Culture also funds the Zwakala 
Festival to support the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s pursuit to 
develop young
professionals who will continue 
to create original work that 
represents the diversity of 
South African expression. 

The Department’s support also 
aims to equip community-
based artists  with the skills, 
knowledge and experiences 

that will enable them to run 
their projects efficiently to grow 
the creative economy.  

The Market Theatre 
Foundation’s 41-year history of 
being at the forefront of 
producing artistic excellence 
and giving a platform for new 
voices gives value and 
substance to this partnership 
with the Department of Arts & 
Culture.

Each week in Buzz, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible pARTnerships that             
contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand affiliation contributes to 
making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader in the art of pARTnership 
brokering. This week’s Buzz focuses on the Department of Arts and Culture as the main sponsor 
of the Zwakala Festival.   
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TOURS AND EXCURSIONS
The tours of the Market The-
atre have grown in 
enormous popularity. The 
tours were initially 
scheduled to take place only 
on Wednesday mornings. 
The Market Theatre 
however receives so many 
group bookings for the tours 
that the tour guide Busi 
Letwaba, finds herself 
leading tours several times 
during the week.
On Monday 24 October, 56 

learners and their teachers 
from the E.N Makaula 
Primary school in the Eastern 
Cape heard about the tours 
through the grapevine and 
they came unannounced to 
the Market Theatre.
“Generally, we want groups 
to book in advance but the 
school had travelled a long 
distance just to visit the 
Market Theatre and there 
was no way that I was going 
to turn them away. I man-

aged to pull an ace up my 
sleeve and give them the 
best tour of their lives”, said 
tour guide, Busi Letwaba. 
“It is always heartwarming 
when the children are fully 
engaged. They had so many 
questions. The teachers too 
valued the visits because the 
children were learning while 
they were having fun”, she 
added.
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Tours of the Market Theatre 
take place every Wednesday 
at 11:00. Booking is 
essential. To book your 
place on the weekly tour 
contact: 
Busi Letwaba 
Tel: 011 832 1641 
Email: busil@markettheatre.
co.za
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MARKET THEATRE BECOMES CITY’S 
PRIME CHOICE FOR EVENTS
Since opening the doors of Market Square, the impressive building has played host to a 
range of conference events, seminars and festivals. Recently, both the South African Book 
Fair and the Jozi Book Fair chose the Market Theatre precinct as a prime venue. 

The Market Theatre Foundation boasts a large variety of venues for hire at the historic 
Market Theatre complex, the modern Market Square and at the 121 year old heritage house 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre. Each venue has is serviced by a dedicated team of 
professionals.

Please contact Donna 
McLaggan on 066 350 7428 
or donnam@markettheatre.
co.za for any of the following 
venues at the Market 
Theatre complex or the 
Market Square:

• 4 fully functioning theatres
• 5 brand new rehearsal 
    studios
• 1 lecture style auditorium
• Various versatile events        
    venues

For any of the following 
venues at the Market Photo 
Workshop, please contact 
Busisiwe Sithole on 011 834 
1444 or busis@marketpho-
toworkshop.co.za

• 2 exhibition galleries
• 1 professional photography      
    studio
• 1 amphitheatre

The Windybrow Arts Centre 
boasts various rooms and a 
banqueting hall in the 
majestic heritage house and 
can be booked by 
contacting Nomalanga Nkosi 
on 079 446 0239 or 
nomalangn@markettheatre.
co.za 
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MARKET THEATRE FOUNDATION 
PERSONALITIES:  
      SIPHO MWALE 
      COORDINATOR OF FESTIVALS AND  
      COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

Q: What drives you to wake 
up in the morning and come to 
work? 
I always want to wake up into a 
better world that is filled with 
peace love and harmony. The 
Market Theatre Foundation, 
through its community 
development programme, has 
afforded me an opportunity to 
make special contributions to 
life-changing experience. 

Q: What does your job entail? 
Coordination and 
administration, that involves 
planning, sourcing information, 
filing of database and working 
with diverse groups towards 
common goal. The Zwakala 
Festival is more than just a 
festival because there’s a lot of 
skills exchange that goes into 
fieldwork programme. 

Q: Given a chance to change 
one thing in the Arts and 
Culture industry, what would it 
be?
I get sick when development 
is treated as a burden. The 
reality is that not all children 
just stand up and walk without 
having to crawl. Some need 
assistance and time to grow.

Q: Where do you see yourself 
in 5 years.
My five years will be what I 
want myself to be ---- the day 
when the Market Theatre has a 
structured a writing 
programme under the 
fieldwork programme --- that 
will somehow represent where 
I would want to be in five 
years. 

Q:  What do you do when 
you’re not at work?
I enjoy watching children at 
play. When I not watching 
community plays I am at the 
golf course either playing or 
following junior tournaments. 
It is satisfying seeing 
youngsters playing with a 
competitive attitude. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 2017 
ZWAKALA FESTIVAL DIRECTORS 

Happy Gladness Simelane: 
Mufi Randzeka 

Happy Gladness Simelane is 
an alumnus of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory. 
She starred in Chasing 
Happy, Madam & Eva at the 
24-hour festival at POPArt. 
Happy was also part of the 
cast in a student theatre 
devised piece, NOORD!,  
directed by Clara Vaughan 

and assisted by Salome 
Sebola. The production won 
a human rights award. The 
show also played at the 969 
Festival at Wits Downstairs 
Theatre. She also interned as 
costume designer in 
Thula Thula which played in 
the Barney Simon. She is the 
writer and director of 
Thandeka at the 2017 
Zwakala Festival.

Themba Mahlangu:
Meatology

Themba Mahlangu is a 
theatre-maker, performer and 
mostly an artist.

“My background shaped me 
into being one passionate, 
patient creative person. I am 
willing and open to new 
suggestions. I understand the 

profession and that it takes 
a team to make Theatre. My 
dream is to build the society. 
The bit that I can achieve will 
make an enormous difference. 
I have managed to achieve 
some of my dreams but 
working hard will make me 
to achieve more. My believe 
is that we all can help one 
another if given the chance”, 
says  Themba Mahlangu
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Joseph Komani : 
Mother & Child

Joseph Komani’s love for 
theatre started in 2007 when 
he joined a drama school at 
the South African State 
Theatre. He participated in 
Mbekwa and The minister, 
deputy & president which 
was presented at the the 
2011 Zwakala Festival. In 
2009, he wrote his first one 
man show, The Interpre-
tation, inspired by life and 
works of Gerard Sekoto. 
After spending three years in 
self introspection to find his 
voice he was given an 
opportunity to co-write 
Twisted with multi award 
winning playwright 

Mpumelelo Paul Grootboom. 
In 2013 he wrote the Naledi 
award nominee stage play 
called Mother and child. 
During that same year the 
play took part at the 
Ishashalazi Festival and was 
nominated for Best 
Production. In 2017 he wrote 
and staged a play for the 
Youth Expression Festival at 
the South African State 
Theatre.The production will 
be re-staged in 2018 under 
the Incubator Programme. 
The style of work that this 
young director is focusing on 
is a mixture of performance 
art and storytelling to create 
a series of plays that 
expresses true stories about 
South African women. 

Katleho Sekhosana:
Co-director for Forbidden 
Knowledge 

Katleho Sekhosana is the 
co-founder of Inceptors. 
Originally from Welkom 
but now a firm resident of 
Diepkloof, Soweto, Katlego 
studied acting at City Varsity. 

He graduated in 2013 and 
joined Duma Ndlovu’s 
Academy. He again 
graduated in 2015. His 
highlight are Broken Ties and 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle. 
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THE SUITCASE
PERSONALITIES        

WESLEY FRANCE 
- Lighting Design

Wesley has more than thirty 
five years of experience in 
lighting design and 
technical coordination for 
the performing arts in the 
international arena. He has 
been nominated for best 
lighting design on numerous 
occasions, recently receiving 
a Naledi best lighting award 
for the production of 
Suddenly the Storm. In 

recent years he has worked 
extensively with Handspring 
Puppet Company and 
William Kentridge amongst 
others and is very happy to 
be collaborating again with 
James Ngcobo and Nadya 
Cohen on The Suitcase.
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NDOH DLAMINI 

Nomfundo Dlamini–Sambo 
joined the Committed Artist 
Theatre Music Company led 
by Mbongeni Ngema as a 
dancer, singer and actress. 
She starred in Mama! and 
Maria! Maria! which both 
toured internationally. 
Nomfundo has been in the 
music industry for 21 years 

and is looking forward to 
growing 

her career further. In 2013 
she released her debut solo 
album titled Sekusile and 
was nominated for the Metro 
FM Awards for Best 
Contemporary Jazz Album.
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TWELVE EXCITING YOUNG 
THEATRE-MAKERS ENTER THE 
PROFESSIONAL SCENE!
On 28 October, the Market 
Theatre Laboratory second 
years graduated from the 
Theatre and Performance 
Programme. Over two 
intensive years at the 
Market  Theatre Laboratory, 
this dynamic group of young 
theatre-makers won three 
awards with three different 
productions – Lampedusa 

Beach (Kopanang Award), 
Hani (Gold Ovation Award) 
and Pop iCherri (Merit 
Award). We are confident 
that they will continue to 
grow as exceptional actors, 
directors, producers and 
writers in the professional 
sphere. Less than a week 
after graduating, the Market 
Theatre Laboratory’s brand 

new alumni will be 
presenting one of the pro-
ductions they developed as 
students, Pop iCherri, at Pop 
Art Theatre, from 2 – 5 
November. To support their 
first professional season, 
book tickets at https://po-
partcentre.co.za/theatre/
book-tickets.
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Make reservations for your 
visits to the Market Theatre 
so much easier. With one 
glance at the table below 
you can now see the start 
and end date for each 
production season. 

For more details about the 
productions visit the Market 
Theatre Foundation website 
www.markettheatre.co.za 
www.webtickets.co.za or 
buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n 
Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 
832 1641/083 246 4950 or 
Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 
1641 (ext 204)

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE NO SHOWS ON MONDAYS

SHOW OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

The Man Jesus - The Barney Simon 13 05

The Suitcase - The John Kani 20 26

Hey Hillbrow! Let’s Dlala! - Hillbrow Theatre 28

Children’s Monologues - The John Kani 13

Dead Yellow Sands - The Barney Simon 16 10

TORDRE - The John Kani 1 - 2

When Doris Takes her Place - The Mannie 
Manim

7 - 10
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THE MAN JESUS      

Dates
Final Week

Time
20:15
Sunday 15:15

Venue 
Barney Simon

The Man Jesus, a one-man 
performance of some of the 
life of Jesus Christ, is a 
series of monologues by 
South African-born play-
wright, Matthew Hurt and 
directed by Robert 
Whitehead and featuring 
Lebo Toko.  The Man Jesus 
is a deeply personal account 
of the reaction of those 
closest – and indeed farthest 
-  from Jesus immediately 
after the crucifixion and 
resurrection.  It brings 
simplicity, humour and 
understanding (or 
misunderstanding) to the 
story of Jesus. 

The Man Jesus was originally 
produced in Ireland, where 
it was nominated for the 
Irish Times Best New Play, 
2013.  It will be transposed 
by Robert Whitehead and 
Lebo Toko playing a range of 
characters including 
Judas, Pontius Pilate and 
Mary, mother of Jesus. 

32



THE SUITCASE      

Dates
Friday 20 October –  
Sunday 26 November

Time
20:00
Sundays 15:00

Venue 
John Kani 

Adapted and directed by 
James Ngcobo from Es’kia 
Mpahlele short story, The 
Suitcase, set in the 1950’s in 
Sophiatown, the 
production tells the story of 
a young couple who, despite 
family disapproval of their 
marriage, leave for the city, 
intending to return wealthy 
and immune from social 
censure. The pressures of 
the city, unemployment and 
poverty strip away the 
husband`s self-esteem and 
he starts to lose his moral 
compass. He is so desperate 

to provide for his pregnant 
wife that he steals a suitcase 
left on a bus. This action 
leads to frightening 
consequences, dramatic 
turns and unexpected twists.

The Suitcase features 
Siyabonga Twala, Masasa 
Mbangeni, Desmond Dube, 
John Lata, Nokukhanya 
Dlamini, Gugu Shezi, 
Nomfundo Sambo and Bheki 
Khoza. The production 
returns to the Market Theatre 
directly after its 5-city UK 
tour.
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THE CHILDREN’S MONOLOGUES
Dates
Monday 13 November

Time
20:00

Venue 
John Kani

James Ngcobo and 
Danny Boyle go to tandem 
for children’s charity – one 
night only 

On November 13th, 
Oscar-winning film 
director Danny Boyle will 
direct a star-studded 
Hollywood cast in The 
Children’s Monologues at 
New York’s Carnegie Hall. On 
the same night, the Market 
Theatre’s Artistic Director 
James Ngcobo will, in 
tandem, direct a 
s tar-studded, all-female 
South African production 
of Wesley_profile.jpg at the 
Market Theatre, 

Johannesburg. This is the 
second consecutive year that 
the Market Theatre will 
present this global and 
special one night only 
fundraising performance.
James Ngcobo’s production 
at the Market Theatre will 
feature an all-star and all 
women South African cast of 
Chi Mhende, Thembisa 
Mdoda, Mmabatho 
Montsho, Napo Masheane, 
Zola Nombona, Fiona 
Ramsay, Thuso Mbedu, 
Esmeralda Bihl, Natasha 
Sutherland, Lesedi Job, 
Lerato Gwebu, Lulu Mlange-
ni, Cindy Swanepoel, 
Dimpho More . 
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DEAD YELLOW SANDS
Dates
Friday 16 November –  
Sunday 10 December 

Time
20:15
Sundays 15:15

Venue 
Barney Simon

Dead Yellow Sands by 
Graham Weir might well be 
described as a collection of 
portraitures that live for a 
brief few minutes and 
return to the darkness of 
black space. Based on 
people Weir has met or 
observed over the years, the 
characters are all at a 
winding-down moment in 
their lives, some of them 
even looking into the great 
silence of death. 
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TORDRE
Dates
Friday 01 December –  
Saturday 02 December 

Time
20:00

Venue 
John Kani

The French Institute of South 
Africa (IFAS) in association 
with the Market Theatre 
Foundation will present 
TORDRE by French-Algerian 
choreographer Rachid 
Ouramdane. TORDRE is the 
story of two performers who 
have been closely involved 
with Rachid Ouramdane’s 
work for a number of years. 

TORDRE (Wrought) is the 
story of the Lithuanian 
dancer Lora Juodkaite who 
spins dizzyingly on the spot 
and has developed an 
authentic way of moving 
since childhood. It is also the 

story of the British dancer 
Annie Hanauer, moving with 
an articulated prosthetic arm, 
which is an extension and 
an integral part of her body. 
Each of them, in their own 
way, have developed their 
own trademark 
technique that is now 
quintessential to them. With 
this dual portrait, which was 
first performed in 2014, 
Rachid Ouramdane probes 
the delicate place where 
movement wavers between 
poetry and testimony.

In TORDRE, Rachid 
Ouramdane has perfected 
his subtle art of composition. 
He places the focus as only 
he knows how - somewhere 
between implacable 
strangeness and closeness.

#TORDREinSA 
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WHEN DORIS TAKES HER PLACE 
Dates
Thursday 7 December - 
Sunday 10 December

Time
20:15
Sundays 15:15

Venue 
Mannie Manim

Choreographed by 
Thandazile “Sonia” Radebe.

Two Sophie Mgcina Award 
winning artists, Thandazile 
“Sonia”Radebe (2016) and 
Lulu Mlangeni (2014) 
combine their talents in 
When Doris takes her place. 
The work acknowledges and 
celebrates women’s physical 
and emotional strength. 

Doris is used as a term for a 
woman who is either plain 
or unattractive, or it could 
be used to describe a girl in 

a derogatory manner to say 
that she is of little 
importance but in Greek 
mythology, the name Doris 
means daughter of God of 
the Sea –Oceanuis. A 
daughter is  considered a 
gift.
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2017 ZWAKALA FESTIVAL 
PROGRAMME

Forbidden Knowledge  
Katleho Sekhosana & Simphiwe Ntshingila  

Set to promote thought on debilitating social issues, 
Forbidden Knowledge uses powerful performance art to 
unpack the binaries that exist in marriage, mental slavery, the 
supernatural, this life and the next. The play aims to free the 
mind from the chains of reality.

Indungamuzi 
Mmabatho Chuene 

Seamlessly combining storytelling and musical performance 
in a moving love story, Indungamuzi is said to be a tree that 
will cause problems in the family if it is burnt in the home. 
It is the metaphor for the obstacles that stand in the way of 
true love.
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Mother and child 
Komani Joseph, written by Tumi Modise 

A grandmother who is raped by her nyaope addicted 
grandson, an orphan abused by her foster mother; and a 
woman deceived by a married man  are the themes of this 
play told as three different stories about the sensitive issue 
of abuse.

Stolen Memories
Moses Tokwe

What happens when stories from the past are brought to the 
present? Gift is living with his nephew after the murder of his 
wife by an unknown assailant. His only memory of her is a 
recording on an old radio which he keeps close to him until 
one day it is stolen and a series of events unfold which lead 
us to question the dichotomy of good and evil.
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Mufi Thandeka
Happy Gladness Simelane 

Based on a heart-wrenching true story, this Tsonga 
storytelling piece about a young woman trying to find the 
lost grave of her child who died 18 years ago is directed by 
Market Theatre Laboratory alumnus Happy Gladness 
Simelane.

Meatology
Themba Mahlangu 

Meatology is a consideration of women as meat, an 
interrogation of patriarchy ad intersectionality, of sex and 
gender, of traditional and modern values, of circumcision, 
and the conflict the between generations and that of a father 
and daughter. The production is directed by Themba 
Mahlangu. It is inspired by Adriana Jamisse, a 2016 UCT 
Dance Choreography piece of live bodies performance art 
titled Me-eat-ology interrupted.

Indoda
Nkosikhona Dlamini & Mandy Makoti 

A successful retired boxer is exposed for match fixing. HE 
must now deal with the public fall out of his ruined 
professional reputation. This piece is set in the 80s when 
black boxers were not allowed to make money fighting. 
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Jack-Jack Ngantweni
Ntlantsana Lonwabo 

Jack-Jack Ngantweni is about the devastating effects of 
ignoring mental illness and how those who suffer from it, 
suffer in isolation. This story uses dance and comedy to show 
how one man battling with bipolar disorder learns to recover 
after a traumatic loss.

Dikakapa
Nketu Lebeko

Dikakapa is about a struggle stalwart and a traitor now 
participating in South Africa’s democracy where the 
traitor is heralded as a hero. Dikakapa challenges our current 
administration and looks to the young generation for new 
leadership. Director Nketu Lebeko has been working with 
this group from Sharpeville since 2012. The production won 
a 2017 Standard Bank Ovation Award at the National Arts 
Festival.

Diva Reunion
Manyaka Kedibone 

Diva Reunion combines realism, slapstick with elements of 
farce to deal with the themes of women, friendship, 
addiction, sexuality. The comedy, Diva Reunion, is made by 
an all-women creative team.
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Date Time Venue Production Director Author Mentor

Monday
30/10 12:00

MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Forbidden 
Knowledge – 
Diepkloof

Katleho Sekhosana & Simphiwe 
Ntshingila  

Luyanda 
Sidiya

13:30
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Dikakapa 
- Sharpeville Lebeko Nketu

Teboho Sera-
pelo & Isaiah 
Sithole 

Kgafela 
Magogodi

15:00
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

IDUNGAMUZI 
– Tembisa Mmabatho Chuene Themba 

Mkhoma

Tuesday 
31/10 12:00

MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE 

Mufi Randzeka 
- Katlehong Happy Simelane Omphile 

Molusi

13:30
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Mother & Child 
– Atteridgeville

Joseph 
Komani Tumi Modise & 

J. Komani
Monageng 
Motshabi

15:00
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Meatology
- Tembisa 

Themba 
Mahlangu 

Monageng 
Motshabi

Wednesday
01/11 12:00

MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Indoda
- Katlehong 

Nkosikhona 
Dlamini & 
Mandy Makoti 

Nkosikhona 
Dlamini

Omphile 
Molusi 

13:30
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Diva Reunion 
- Atteridgeville Kedibone Manyaka Monageng 

Motshabi

15:00
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Stolen Memories 
- Tembisa Moses Tokwe M. Tokwe &               

T. Mahlangu 
Omphile 
Molusi 

16:30
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Jack Jack 
Ngantweni
-Tembisa 

Lonwabo Nt-
lantsana

Mmabatho 
Chuene

Themba 
Mkhoma 

Thursday 
02/11 12:00

RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Stolen Memories 
- Tembisa Moses Tokwe M. Tokwe & 

T. Mahlangu 
Omphile 
Molusi 
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13:30
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Jack Jack 
Ngantweni
- Tembisa 

Lonwabo 
Ntlantsana

Mmabatho 
Chuene

Themba 
Mkhoma 

15:00
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Forbidden 
Knowledge 
– Diepkloof 

Katleho Sekho-
sana & Simphi-
we Ntshingila  

Luyanda Sidiya

16:30
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Indoda
- Katlehong Nkosikhona Dlamini Omphile 

Molusi

Friday
03/11 12:00

MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Mother & Child 
– Atteridgeville Joseph Komani Tumi Modise & 

J. Komani 
Monageng 
Motshabi

14:00
RAMOLAO 
MAKHENE 
THEATRE

Mufi Randzeka 
- Katlehong Happy Simelane Omphile 

Molusi

18 :00
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Meatology
- Tembisa Themba Mahlangu Monageng 

Motshabi

Saturday 
04/11 13:00

MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Diva Reunion 
- Atteridgeville

Kedibone 
Manyaka 

Monageng 
Motshabi

Omphile 
Molusi

14:30
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

IDUNGAMUZI 
– Tembisa Mmabatho 

Chuene 
Themba 
Mkhoma 

Monageng 
Motshabi

15:00 Dikakapa 
- Sharpeville Lebeko Monageng 

Motshabi
Monageng 
Motshabi

16:00
MANNIE 
MANIM 
THEATRE

Closing Ceremony

18:00 ANNOUNCEMENT OF ZWAKALA WINNER 
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LAST WEEK IN PICTURES
Remembrance Celebration for Peter McKenzie 

Legendary photographer and social activist Peter McKenzie touched the lives of so many 
people. Tributes at a remembrance celebration of his life brought together artists, 
academic, activists, friends, acquaintances and family in a packed auditorium at Market 
Square last week. Peter McKenzie served on the Council of the Market Theatre Foundation. 
He died on Friday 13 October.
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PAST WINNERS OF THE ZWAKALA 
THEATRE FESTIVAL

2016 Isithunzi Luthando Mngomezulu

2015 Tau Thabiso Rammala

2014 Thula Thula Mxolisi Msilela

2013 The Playroom Thando Mzembe

2012 The Journey Simphiwe Khaya

2011 Next Sunday Godfrey Thobejane

2010 Circle Tau Maserumule

2009 8 Minuets Clive Mathibe

Double Bill Madi Mike Makou

 2008 Sekwatlapa Marlon Khoza

Double Bill Thirteen Mncedisi Shabangu

 2007 Thursday’s Child Ntshieng Mokgoro & Realogile High 
School

 2006 Go a Phelwa Rachel Paledi

 2005 Coal Yard Prince Lamla &  Ohetse Bodibe

 2004 Esuthwini Mncedisi Thambe

 2003 Maluju Zulu Bonginkosi Tshangase

 2002 LATE Welile Buyeye

 2001 Betrayal Mike Sithe

 2000 Wangesheya Wangesheya Mncedisi Shabangu




