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This week’s BUZZ coincides with 
the beginning of Women’s Month; 
and BUZZ honours the women at 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
who trailblaze and pave the way 
for the making and shaping of 
narratives that inspire, enrich and 
transform our lives. Women at the 
Market Theatre Foundation are 
at the forefront of performance, 
creativity, innovation, leadership 
and activism.

We focus on dancers, actors, 
directors, writers, administrators, 
managers, members of the 
Council of the Market Theatre 
Foundation and alumni of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
the Market Photo Workshop. 
We also focus on the work being 
made by social activists and 
change-activists that puts women 
in the centre of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s stages, 
pages and frames.  All women, all 
succeeding. 

Women’s Month, commemorated 
in South Africa each year in 
August, honours the legacy of the 
1956 Women’s March in a  protest 
against the carrying of passbooks. 
These were women of courage, 
determination and vision. Like 
them, the women at the Market 
Theatre Foundation are feisty and 
fearless. They lead by example 
and continue to build a legacy that 
generations of South Africans will 
remember and honour.   

the driving force 
at the market theatre foundation
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There is hardly any other place in 
Johannesburg that can boast being 
bordered by four iconic women. 
Market Square is bordered by Lillian 
Ngoyi Street on the northern side 
of the building, Miriam Makeba 
Street on the east, Rahima  Moosa 
Street on the south and Margaret 
Mcgingana Street on the western 
side.  Market Square also overlooks 
the Mary Fitzgerald Square.

Exiled for over 30 years, 
legendary South African singer 
Miriam Makeba also known as 
Mama Africa propelled her career 
from singing in the townships 
to becoming a global celebrity 
whose concerts sold out at some 
of the most prestigious concert 
halls around the globe. Miriam 
Makeba was also the anti-apartheid 
movement’s most audible 
spokesperson to challenge the 
apartheid regime.

Born in the Eastern Cape, Margaret 
Mcgingana moved to Johannesburg 
where she worked as a domestic 
worker before her musical 
talents paved the way for her 

internationally celebrated career. 
Known as Lady Africa in Southern 
Africa, her song We Are Growing, 
the theme song from the television 
series Shaka Zulu went to number 1 
in the Netherlands in 1989. 

Lillian Ngoyi and Rahima Moosa 
together with Helen Joseph and 
Sophia Williams spearheaded the 
historic 1956 Women’s March to 
the Union Buildings where women 
handed over petitions against 
the pass laws. The march was 
organized under the auspices of the 
Federation of South African Women 
(FEDSAW).

Mary Fitzgerald was a feisty trade 
unionist. She is considered to be 
South Africa’s first women trade 
unionist. As a typist for the Mine 
Workers Union in Johannesburg 
she was appalled by the conditions 
under which miners worked 
and became involved in related 
industrial action. 

The legacy of these women leaders 
lives on as the precinct bordered by 
the streets honouring their names 
and the Mary Fitzgerald Square 
continues to be a meeting place 
for cultural events and protest 
meetings.

iconic women stand guard 
over market square
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This August, women’s voices will 
be heard across the stages of the 
Market Theatre. The walls of the 
Market Photo Workshop will reflect 
with powerful images by women 
photographers and in the Exclusive 
Books Pan-African Reading Lounge 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre, 
women’s voices will resonate from 
the pages of its impressive collec-
tion.

This week, Buzz focuses on the 
three South African womxn writers 
whose books speak of rape, grow-
ing up in Apartheid, identity and 
exile through female voices. 

Phumla Dineo Gqola: Rape: A 
South African Nightmare
In this detailed investigation, the win-
ner of the 2016 Alan Paton Award, 
academic and gender activist Pumla 
Dineo Gqola unpacks the complex 
relationship South Africa has with the 
act of rape, focussing on its patterns 
and trends and asking what we can 
learn from famous cases. 

Sindiwe Magona:  To My Chil-
dren’s Children
This powerful and widely-ac-
claimed memoir of Sindiwe Ma-
gona’s early years in South Africa 
announced the arrival of a major 

new writer. It is candid, unself-pity-
ing story of triumph and endurance 
in the face of hardships relentlessly 
reinforced by the apartheid system.

Sindiwe Magona : Chasing the 
Tails of My Father’s Cradle
This is the story of Shumikazi who 
grows up in a small village in re-
mote Eastern Cape during the days 
of white rule. From the outside 
it is an apparently unremarkable 
life . And yet Shumi is marked for 
extraordinary things from the mo-
ment of her birth. 

Zukiswa Wanner: London – Cape 
Town - Joburg
Zukiswa Wanner calls herself a 
writer, feminist African, mother 
and lover. She has an astute eye for 
the personal and the political, as 
evidenced in this insightful portrait 
of marriage, identity and exile.

Follow Buzz for details about 
special book events in the Exclusive 
Books Pan-African Reading Lounge 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre.

spotlight on women 
writers at the windBrow
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africa’s youngest 
author opens 
windyBrow’s reading 
room
Africa’s youngest published author, 
Michelle Nkamankeng was the 
guest speaker at the recently 
launched Exclusive Books Pan-
African Reading Room housed at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre. Her 
inspiring talk about reading and 
the greatness it leads to was heard 
by more than 100 children from 
Hillbrow and its surrounding areas. 

Aged eight, this South African 
grade three learner’s first book, 
Waiting for the Waves, has 
catapulted her career to being 
recognized as one of the top 10 
youngest writers in the world. 
Michelle is the youngest author in 
Africa.

The Exclusive books Reading Room 
for children and the Exclusive 
Books Reading Lounge for adults 
was opened on 18 July. 

arts centre
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The library at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory received a handsome 
donation when Fahmeeda 
Dockrat of Wish For Kids dropped 
off a boot-load of books at Market 
Square last week. 

A campaign launched last year 
encourages patrons of the Market 
Theatre to clear their shelves and 
to share the joy of reading with 
students at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory. 

Second year students at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory 
partner with several schools that 
participate in the Inner-city Schools 
Drama Festival and books from 
their library also goes with them on 
the extra mile.

The next time you visit the Market 
Theatre why not bring a book along 
with you!

market theatre 
laBoratory’s Book 
mile receives a Boost

laBoratory
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framing women at the 
market photo workshop

The Market Photo Workshop’s 
exhibition, Framing Women, 
looks at the women-lead 
photographic productions that 
the Workshop has supported 
through courses, mentorships 
and public projects from 2004 
- 2017. The exhibition goes  
beyond a survey of the Market 
Photo Workshop’s archive and 
will interrogate what it means 
to archive womxn’s creative 
labour and output, and what 
it means to do so within this 
contemporary moment. 

The exhibition also explores 
how womxn themselves 
interrogate archives through 
photography, and what is at 
stake in this process. The project 
is curated by the Market Photo 
Workshop in collaboration with 
Thato Mogotsi, an independent 
curator based in Johannesburg.

Thato’s practice spans multiple 
capacities including project 
management and coordinator, 
writer and photographer. 
She received training in 
photojournalism documentary 
photography from the Market 

Photo Workshop (2005 - 2006) 
and later joined South African 
national daily newspapers, 
Sunday Times and The Times 
(2006 – 2010), as assistant 
photo editor and online picture 
researcher, respectively. 

With a strong and varied body 
of work she has also contributed 
articles to several independent 
arts publications and culture 
blogs.

The exhibition, Framing  
Women, opens on 16 August 
and will run for three months.

photo
workshop
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All three stages at the Market 
Theatre and the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre at Market Square will 
join in the celebrations to honour 
women this month. In the John 
Kani Theatre, Luyanda Sidiya’s 
dance production, In her Shoes, is 
a thought-provoking and moving 
dance journey drawing on his 
concerns as a father to two to 
explore what it would be like for 
women if they did not have to live 
in fear or prejudice. (See page 22 
for details).

In the Barney Simon Theatre, 
Megan Willson’s play If We Dig 
featuring Fiona Ramsay and Lesedi 
Job is inspired by the life and work 
of social historian, Luli Callinicos. 
Set against the backdrop of student 
uprisings and a complex societal 
landscape, If We Dig unravels some 
unusual characters, each with 
unique stories of their struggles, 
dreams and challenges, woven 
together in a common humanity as 
they tried to survive on the edges 
of a burgeoning mining town in 
Johannesburg’s early years. (See 
page 23 for details). 

In the Mannie Manim Theatre, 
veteran storyteller and actress   
Gcina Mhlope returns to the 
Market Theatre in My Travelling 
Bag.

At the Market Theatre Laboratory 
a powerhouse team of women in 
collaboration with the first-year 
students will open with a season 
of 21 Wandah! at the Ramolao 
Makhene Theatre. 21 Wandah! Is 
a game-show in which the lucky 
contestants battle it out to win the 
ultimate 21st birthday present! 
(See page 19 for details).

focus on women on 
the market’s stages
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The Market Theatre Laboratory 
and the Market Photo Workshop 
stand at the forefront of training 
and catapulting the careers of 
young artists in both the national 
and international arena. Alumni 
of these wo schools have won 
prestigious awards and they remain 
an inspiration for the students who 
wish to follow in their footsteps. 
This issue of Buzz salutes some of 
the outstanding Market Theatre 
Laboratory and Market Photo 
Workshop alumni.

Dahlia Maubane 
(Market Photo Workshop)

Dahlia Maubane has won the 
MPW 2017 Alumnus Award. The 
award is presented to an alumnus 
to develop a new body of work. As 
part of winning the prize, Maubane 
will present at the FNB Joburg Art 
Fair from 8 – 10 September. She 
will receive a cash prize of R15 000 
towards the development of her 
work. 

market theatre 
foundation 
salutes its 

high-
achieving 
alumni
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Ntombi Tshabalala
(Market Theatre Laboratory)

Ntombi Tshabala has made 
more than a mark in the Theatre 
industry. After graduating from the 
Market Theatre Laboratory she 
worked at the Market Theatre from 
2011 to 2013 as a programmer, 
rigger, technician, light designer & 
stage manager. She then ventured 
on as a freelancer and has worked 
at Wits University, the National 
Arts Festival and on the television 
show, Idols as a Lighting Technician 
and stage manager. She has also 
graduated in business law & 
administrative practice. Ntombi 
is currently working at Soweto 
Theatre as a stage & lighting 
technician.

Jodi Bieber 
(Market Photo Workshop)

Jodi Bieber studied at the Market 
Photo Workshop in the early 
nineties and has gone on to win 
countless awards, most notably 
the 2010 World Press Photo of the 
Year award for her portrait of Bibi 
Aisha that featured on the cover 
of Time Magazine. She was also 
the winner of the Prix de le l’Union 
Europeene at the Recontres de 
Bamako Biennale Africaine de la 
Photographie, November 2009. 

Lindiwe Ndlovu
(Market Theatre Laboratory)

Lindiwe Ndlovu is best known for 
her work on Little one (2013),Safari 
(2013) and Winnie Mandela 
(2011). She has had small roles in 
numerous other television series 
including Egoli, Stokvel ,Erfsondes 
and Soul City. She recieved a 
Golden Horn award for Best 
Actress in the Feature Film-Little 
one.
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Lebohang Kganye
(Market Photo Workshop)

Lebohang Kganye completed the 
Advanced Photography Programme 
in 2011. sh is currently studying 
Fine Arts at the University of 
Johannesburg. Although primarily 
a photographer, Kganye’s works 
often incorporates her interest in 
sculpture and performance of the 
archive and memory. She was the 
recipient of the Tierney Fellowship 
Award in 2012, leading to her solo 
exhibition Ke Lefa Laka at The 
Photo Workshop Gallery. Kganye 
was selected as the Featured Artist 
for the 17th Business and Arts 
South Africa Awards in 2014 as well 
the Bamako Encounters Biennale of 
African Photography in 2015 where 
she was awarded the Jury Prize.

Lillian Tshabalala
(Market Theatre Laboratory)

After grautating from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory, Lillian 
Tshabala studied Shakespeare at 
Howard Community College in 
Maryland(USA). She is an actress/
Singer/Playwright/ MC & Poet. 
Her Theatre credits include: Tick 
Tock, SHE, Running, Touched, 
Informal, My Richest Yard, Spoken 
Silence & Balalatladi to mention 
but a few. Her most recent works 
include Cadre which premiered at 
the Chicago Shakespeare theatre 
before returning to the Market 
Theatre, the National Arts Festival, 
the Edinburgh Festival in Scotland 
and the Cultch Theatre in Canada. 

Nontsikelelo Veleko
(Market Photo Workshop)

Nontsikelelo Veleko was the 
2008 Standard Bank Young 
Artist for Visual Art. The Award 
acknowledges emerging, relatively 
young South African artists who 
have displayed outstanding talent 
in their artistic endeavours. In 
her exhibition Wonderland, she 
pursues familiar themes – people 
on the streets, fashion, graffiti and 
personal spaces. (www.afronova.
com)
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Dimpho More
(Market Theatre Laboratory)

Dimpho More is an actress 
and director from Nelspruit, 
Mpumalanga residing in 
Johannesburg, having received 
her qualification in Performance 
Arts and Theatre Skills at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, she 
has since established herself in 
the theatre industry working 
under the direction of Sibusiso 
Mamba - Six Characters in Search 
of an Author; James Ngcobo’s 
Children’s Monologues and June 16 
Monologues; Christiaan Bloem’s 
- Shhh and Malebo Mokoto’s Of 
Thorns and Roses. Dimpho has 
also worked with seasoned actors 
such as David Butler, Desmond 
Dube and Kate Normington. She 
made her directing debut in 2016 
at the Hillbrow Outreach Theatre 
Festival, directing a play for the 

Mahlasedi high School Titled Home 
Calling; which was well received by 
the judges and the audience. She 
continues to further her career in 
theatre and has plans to explore 
her writing skills too.

Zanele Muholi
(Market Photo Workshop)

Zanele Muholi completed 
an Advanced Programme in 
Photography at the Photo 
Workshop and has gone on 
to become one of the most 
acclaimed female artists in South 
Africa. Muholi’s interest lies in the 
black female body in a frank, yet 
intimate, way that challenges the 
history of the portrayal of black 
women’s bodies in documentary 
photography. She has won 
numerous awards including the 
Fine Prize for an emerging artist at 
the 2013 Carnegie International; 

a Prince Claus Award (2013); the 
Index on Censorship – Freedom 
of Expression art award (2013); 
and the Casa Africa award for 
best female photographer and a 
Fondation Blachère award at Les 
Rencontres de Bamako biennial of 
African photography (2009). Her 
Faces and Phases series has shown 
at, among others, Documenta 13; 
the South African Pavilion at the 
55th Venice Biennale; and the 
29th São Paulo Biennale. She was 
shortlisted for the 2015 Deutsche 
Börse Photography Prize for her 
publication Faces and Phases: 
2006-14 (Steidl/The Walther 
Collection). Muholi is an Honorary 
Professor of the University of the 
Arts, Bremen.



There’s a movement across the 
globe in which a diverse range 
of organisations, institutions, 
diplomatic missions and funders 
are partnering with leading arts 
agencies to inspire their nations 
to stimulate innovation, foster 
creative collaboration and to 
envision creative solutions for 
global challenges. When agencies, 
foundations, institutions and 
funders partner with arts 
organisations that have a shared 
vision, everyone benefits. The 
Market Theatre Foundation  is a 
South African leader in the art of 
working with partnerships. 

Each week in Buzz, the Market 
Theatre Foundation celebrates 
the incredible partnerships who 
make monetary contributions 

as well as those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
a formidable leader in art of 
partnership brokering. The week’s 
BUZZ focuses on the partners in 
the alphabet range D – F.

d

Department of Arts & Culture 
(DAC)
With the support of the 
Department of Arts & Culture 
the Market Theatre creates 
and presents four new South 
African works each year as 
part of an Emerging Theatre 

Practitioners Programme.  The 
Market Theatre Foundation 
also runs the DAC Incubator 
Photography Programme as 
well as a Community Theatre 
Practitioners Programme.  All 
these Incubation programmes 
enable the participants to acquire 
additional skills in their particular 
fields to enable them to proceed 
further in their chosen careers. 
This year the Market Theatre 
Foundation, with the support 
of the DAC, launched the 
inaugural Arts Incubators’ Trade 
Fare bringing Artscape, Pacofs, 
the KZN Playhouse, the State 
Theatre and the Market Theatre 
Foundation together in a historic 
collaborative project.

14

the aBc of arts 
partnerships at 
the market theatre 
foundation
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e

Embassy of South Korea
With the support of the Embassy 
of Korea, the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Producer, Zodwa 
Shongwe, attended the Korean 
Arts Market. Later this year, 
the Market Laboratory will 
collaborate in a cultural exchange 
with the Korean embassy by 
hosting a Korean storyteller 
to develop a cross-national 
storytelling production at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory.
Exclusive Books
Exclusive Books is one of South 
Africa’s largest bookselling 
chains with stores throughout 
South Africa, and one store 
in Gaborone, Botswana. In a 
ground-breaking partnership 
between the Market Theatre 
Foundation and Exclusive Books, 
the Windybrow Arts Centre is 
Johannesburg’s newest hub for 
the advancement of Pan-African 
literature. The Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Lounge for 
adults and the Exclusive Books 

Pan-African Reading Room for 
children hosts regular literary 
events, book club meetings and 
story-time events for children.

f

French Institute of South Africa
The French Institute of South 
Africa aims to promote cultural 
and intellectual links between 
South Africa and France. In 
September 2016, the Market 
Theatre Foundation and the 
French Institute of South Africa 
signed a MOU for cultural 
collaboration. Since then three 
collaborative partnership projects 
have been jointly presented and a 
fourth project is in the pipeline.

Ford Foundation
The Ford Foundation is 
committed to building a culture 
of learning and sharing. The 
Ford Foundation has renewed its 
support for the Market Theatre 
Foundation with a generous 
grant which will assist the 
Market Theatre Foundation to 
promote storytelling through 

the staging and presentation of 
new South African stories, as 
well as important classical and 
international stories, that benefit 
and educate South African 
audiences. The Ford Foundation 
grant also supports the skills 
training programmes run by the 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
Market Photo Workshop.
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Make reservations for your visits 
to the Market Theatre so much 
easier. With one glance at the 
table below you can now see the 
start and end date for each pro-

duction season. For more details 
about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation web-
site www.markettheatre.co.za 
www.webtickets.co.za

or buy your ticket at any Pick n 
Pay store. 
For block bookings call Anthony 
Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/ 083 246 
4950

live at the market 
theatre …  

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
http://www.webtickets.co.za/
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ChASiNG ChAiRS
DATES
Fri 14 July – Sun 06 August 2017
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 
VENuE
The Barney Simon

Directed by multi-disciplinary 
artist Sue-Pam Grant, Chasing 
Chairs is a window on the 
relationship of a refined and 
artistic couple poised on the 
cusp of both middle age and a 
sometimes-fragile sense of a 
shifting of the previous certainties 
of their lives in a time defined by 
contestation over the validity of 
perceptions of truth or reality.

Chasing Chairs opens a window 
on a reality through which many 
will recognise their own foibles, 
frustrations and moments 
of sublime pleasure that are 
the hallmarks of an intimate 
relationship. It will offer audiences 
an insight to how love and family 
can shift people’s beliefs and 
open them to new encounters. 
It is a contemporary love story 
with twists that will heighten the 
audience’s curiosity levels.

#ConnectingChairs
#ChasingChairsImages by Siphosihle Mkhwanazi



Premiered at the National Arts Festival

ANKoBiA
DATES
Fri 21 July - Sun 13 August 2017 
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VENuE
The Mannie Manim

Directed by 2017 Standard Bank 
Young Artist Award winner, 
Monageng Motshabi, Ankobia 
is set in the futuristic land 
of Pelodikgadile where it is 
forbidden to remember anything 
that happened before the new 
state was formed. The voices of 
those who used to fight for land 
and truth have been muted and 
using an invention called a zap 
machine, the people’s memories 
are kept in check. The warriors 
of yesterday are shadows of 
themselves and our hero, Xhoi, 
is among them.

#Ankobia

18
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21 WANDAh!
DATES
Wed 9 Aug - Sun 13 August 2017 
TiME
Wed - Sat 15:00
Sun 15:00
VENuE
The Ramoloa Makhene

Have you ever wondered what 
life will be like when you finally 
reach 21? Or why the gateway 
to adulthood feels more like a 
revolving door? Have you lived 
your best life since turning 21?
Directed by Mwenya Kabwe and 
assisted by Campbell Meas and 
Mathabo Tlali; and performed 
by the first year students of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, 21 
WANDAH! is a game show tin 
which 21 lucky contestants who 
turn 21 battle it out to win the 
ultimate 21st birthday present!
Visit the Market Photoworkshop 
for their 21- Joburg Memories 
exhibition (See page 28 for 
details) and then join us at the 
Ramolao Makhene Theatre to re-
flect on the hopes, expectations 
and experiences of this adulting 
milestone.

From, Top Left: Campbell Meas, Mwenya Kabwe
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BANDABANDA & ThE 
CRoCoDiLES PRoJECT
(Pre-Album lAunch lIve At the mArket theAtre)

DATES
Fri 4 August - Sat 5 August 2017 
TiME
Fri - Sat 20:00
VENuE
The John Kani

BandaBanda is known for his love 
of music and eccentric way of 
approaching the bass. Spending 
time with the likes of Bheki 
Mseleku and Sandile Shange to 
name a few, has contributed to 
his growth and taste in music.  
Over the years he has toured 
with the industries luminaries 
such as Sibongile Khumalo, Hugh 
Masekela, Busi Mhlongo, Madala 
Kunene and Thandiswa Mazwai. 
 
As one who is outspoken about 
being African, he dedicates his 
sound as an African voice to 
be heard universally. With the 
diverse influences of different 
cultures and backgrounds 
audiences can expect to be 
moved in identity, storytelling 
and a transcendent musical 
journey. 



hANi
DATES
Tue 15 Aug - Sun 20 August 2017 
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VENuE
The Ramoloa Makhene

The Market Theatre Laboratory 
award-winning play Hani comes 
home to the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre after sold-out runs at 
the National Arts Festival and the 
969 Festival.  The Standard Bank 
Gold Ovation Award-winning 
production presents the story of 
Chris Hani’s life. Inspired by hit 
American musical Hamilton, the 
Hani story is told through the 
contemporary song forms of hip-
hop, rap and ballad by a dynamic 
and energetic young cast. 

#Hani

21
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in her shoes
Dates
Thu 10 - Sun 13 August 2017
tiMe
Thu - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00 
Venue
The John Kani

South Africa commemorates 
Women’s Month in August as a 
tribute to the more than 20 000 
women who marched to the 
Union Buildings on 9 August 1956 
in protest against the extension of 
Pass Laws to women.  

Standard Bank Awards recipient 
Luyanda Sidya, have been 
commissioned by the Market 
Theatre to create a new work 
that will premiere at the John 
Kani during August.  Both 
choreographers are fathers to 
daughters  and in this bold new 
work they share and celebrate their 
empathetic view on women.

#InHerShoes
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iF WE DiG
DATES
Fri 11 August - Sun 27 August 
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VENuE
The Barney Simon

Set against the backdrop of 
student uprisings and a complex 
societal landscape If We Dig 
introduces us to some unusual 
characters who lived on the 
edges of a burgeoning mining 
town, each with unique stories 
of their struggles, dreams and 
challenges, woven together in 
a common humanity. Inspired 
by the life and work of social 
historian Luli Callinicos, If We 
Dig, unearths real stories of the 
people who created and shaped 
Johannesburg and the country 
we live in. The delicate multi-
lingual piece directed by Megan 
Willson is performed by Fiona 
Ramsay and 2017 Sophie Mgcina 
Award recipient, Lesedi Job.

#IfWeDig

23
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TAMAShA oN hoPE 
STREET  
DATES
Fri 25 August - Sun 24 September 
TiME
Thu - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15
VENuE
The Mannie Manim

In Rajesh Gopie’s new play, 
Tamasha on Hope Street Albert, a 
Zimbabwean, is on the run after 
xenophobic  attacks. He ends up 
in Chatsworth and gets a job as 
a night watchman. His escape 
to safety seems fulfilled until he 
discovers Payal Payal, a young 
street prostitute. The lives of Albert 
and Payal collide with dramatic 
repercussions. Tamasha on Hope 
Street will be directed by Gopala 
Davies.

Starring Dhaveshan Govender, 
Nat Ramabulana, Matthew 
MacFarlane, Afzal Khan, Keith 
Gengadoo and Ameera Patel. 

#TamashaOnHopeStreet

From Top: Rajesh Gopie, Gita Pather 
– Mentor, Gopala Davies – Incubatee 
Director
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MY TRAVELLiNG BAG
DATES
Sat 9 September - Sun 1 October 
2017
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 
VENuE
The Barney Simon

Internationally celebrated 
storyteller Gcina Mhlophe 
relates amusing tales of her 
travels from her home-town of 
Hammarsdale to places such as 
Port Shepstone, Mount Frere, 
Johannesburg, London, Basel, 
Edinburgh, New York, Japan, 
Canada and even Greenland. 
Her lively performances and 
inspirational messages are an 
absolute gem!

#MyTravellingBag

Left: Gcina Mhlope
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WhEN BALLET MEETS 
JAZZ
DATES
Thu 14 - Sun 17 September 2017 
TiME
Thu - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00 
VENuE
The John Kani

When Ballet Meets Jazz is a unique 
collaboration between classical 
and contemporary dancers from 
CuDanSA and Carstens Ireland 
Ballet Studio; and a formidable 
sextet of amazing Jazz musicians. 
The musical repertoire will include 
compositions by Abdullah Ibrahim, 
Bheki Mseleku, Alan Silinga, Andre 
Petersen, Pablo Lapidusas, Leo 
Espinosa and Michael Buble. The 
works presented include, among 
others, some beautiful neo classical 
and contemporary choreography 
to amazing jazz standards as well 
as ballet highlights like the Cygnets 
from Swan Lake, and the ever 
popular The Dying Swan.

#BalletMeetsJazz
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ThE MAN JESuS
DATES
Fri 13 October - Sun 5 November 
TiME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VENuE
The Barney Simon

The Man Jesus, a one-man 
performance of some of the 
life of Jesus Christ, is a series of 
monologues by South African-
born playwright, Matthew 
Hurt and directed by Robert 
Whitehead and featuring Lebo 
Toko.  The Man Jesus is a deeply 
personal account of the reaction 
of those closest – and indeed 
farthest -  from Jesus immediately 
after the crucifixion and 
resurrection.  It brings simplicity, 
humour and understanding (or 
misunderstanding) to the story of 
Jesus.  

The Man Jesus was originally 
produced in Ireland, where it was 
nominated for the Irish Times 
Best New Play, 2013.  It will be 
transposed by Robert Whitehead 
and Lebo Toko playing a range 
of characters including, Judas, 
Pontius Pilate and Mary, mother 
of Jesus. 

#IfWeDig
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photo
workshop

whats on at the 
market photo 
workshop!

21 JoBurg – memories 
of growing up 
a listening proJect By maia marie, nomonde mBusi and mats stauB

“This is the transcendent aspect 
of the project: it breaks the 
boundaries of race, class and 
culture and it allows people who 
have grown up in disparate parts of 
the world and sometimes in vastly 
different circumstances to feel a 
deep connection with another 
human being.“ 

- Bongani Kona (Passages)  
   
When did you turn 21? What 
happened in that year? How 
did you become an adult? Since 
2012 Swiss artist Mats Staub has 
discussed these questions with a 

large group of people of all ages. 
Maia Marie and Nomonde Mbusi 
have collaborated with him to give 
the project a home in South Africa. 

They have recorded people’s 
stories and then had them listen to 
their own answers three months 
later, while filming their facial 
expressions. This has resulted in 
the video installation 21 Joburg 
– Memories of Growing Up, in 
which the visitors can view and 
listen to these video portraits 
and stories, thus engaging in an 
intimate moment in the lives of 

the narrators of different ages and 
various backgrounds, from Kotopi 
1960 till Refilwe 2013. 

21 Joburg includes 19 portraits 
of people who live in Joburg, 
in English, isiZulu, isiXhosa and 
seSotho, as well as a selection of 
portraits of people who live in 
different European cities 
Developed and presented with 
financial support of Pro Helvetia 
– Swiss Arts Council, Ernst Göhner 
Stiftung, Migros-Kulturprozent, 
Stadt Zürich Kultur, Kanton Zürich 
Fachstelle Kultur.
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Equality is the theme for this 
month’s Creative Mornings 
programme at the Market 
Theatre. The global event meets 
for breakfast and a short talk 
one Friday every month to not 
only celebrate a city’s creative 
talent, but also promote an 
open space to connect with like-

minded individuals. The growing 
archive of past breakfast talks is 
humbling. From design legends 
to hometown heroes, speakers 
are selected based on the global 
theme. This month’s speaker is 
Fran Luckin, Chief Creative Officer 
of Grey Africa in Johannesburg. 

Admission is free at the Creative 
Mornings but due to limited 
seating booking is essential. 

Date: Friday,  4 August 
Time: 8:30  - 10:00 
Venue: The Barney Simon

equality at the 
creative mornings
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Fran Luckin



naledi theatre awards 
televised
The Market Theatre walked away 
with nine awards at the 2016 
Naledi Theatre Award ceremony 
that was held in June. The gala 
event will be televised at 14:00 
on Wednesday 9 August 2017. 

#NalediAwards17 captures the 
tears of joy and hilarity, the 
glitz, the glamour and most 
importantly the spirit of this stage 
extravaganza!

Catch it all on Mzansi Magic 
Channel 161 and repeat 
broadcast on KykNET & Kie 
Channel 146 on Sunday 13 
August at 20:00.

ThE MARKET ThEATRE WiNNERS AT ThiS YEAR’S NALEDi ThEATRE AWARDS ARE:

BEST ThEATRE SET DESiGN - 
Greg King – Suddenly The Storm 

BEST LiGhTiNG DESiGN
Wesley France – Suddenly The 
Storm 
Hlomogang Mothetho – TAU 

BEST oRiGiNAL ChoREoGRAPhY
Nhlanhla Mahlangu – TAU 

BEST ENSEMBLE
TAU 

BEST PERFoRMANCE iN A PLAY: 
MALE
Desmond Dube – I See You 

BEST NEW SouTh AFRiCAN 
SCRiPT
Suddenly the Storm - Written by 
Paul Slabolepszy

BEST PRoDuCTioN oF A PLAY
I See You - Produced by the Market 
Theatre & Royal Court Theatre
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applications now 
open at the market 
laBoratory!
The Market Theatre 
Laboratory’s nationwide search 
for fresh, talented young 
actors, theatre-makers and 
storytellers is about to begin. 
Applications for the Market 
Theatre Laboratory’s flagship 
programme, a two-year full-
time course in Theatre and 
Performance, will open from 
Tuesday 1 August and close on 
Saturday 30 September.

The Market Theatre Laboratory 
offers a unique curriculum 

that trains professionals in the 
performing arts field, providing 
an incubation space for young 
artists to find their voice and 
develop their craft. Students 
participate in intensive training 
in various theatre disciplines 
aimed at developing multi-
skilled performances and 
critically engaged storytellers. 
They are also introduced to 
other job prospects in the 
industry through short courses 
in stage-management, writing, 
directing and design. 

Application forms are available 
on the Market Theatre 
Laboratory website at www.
marketlab.co.za, or can be 
fetched from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory offices at 
The Market Theatre Square. 
For enquiries call Thandeka 
Nheke on 011 838 7498 or 
email thandeka@marketlab.
co.za  or www.facebook.com/
themarketlab 

laBoratory
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http://marketlab.co.za/
http://co.za/
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Award winning performance 
artist Anthea Moys who has 
become a visible and dynamic 
figure in various activation 
projects at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre will be leaving South 
Africa for Denmark where she 
will be taking a position as Play 
Consultant for The Capital of 
Children in Billund in Denmark. 

“The Windybrow Arts Centre is 
an incredibly inspiring initiative. 
I look forward to creating 
connections between these two 
places that are dedicated to 
empowering and uplifting youth 
playfully through the arts’ says 
Anthea. 

Anthea’s passion, ideas and 
positive energy will be missed 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre. 
The Market Theatre Foundation 
wishes her well as she starts a 
new journey. Anthea was part of 
the dynamic residency team of 
women movers and shakers at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre. 

the market theatre Bids 
farewell to anthea moys
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tours and eXcursions
MARKET TouRS ATTRACTS iNTEREST FRoM LESoTho

Nike Jonah has extensive interna-
tional experience working across 
a broad spectrum of the arts and 
creative industries both in Lon-

don and New York. She was the 
Senior Diversity Officer – Decibel 
Project Manager at Arts Council 
England. In 2010, the prestigious 

Cultural Leadership Programme, 
named Nike as one of 50 female 
leaders to watch in the ‘Women 
to Watch’ list which featured, 
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directors, producers and curators 
from across the UK and celebrated 
women who are who are already 
making a huge contribution to the 
rich cultural life of the UK, and have 
the potential to rise to the very top.

Following the Performing Arts 
Creative Exchange (PACE) event 
that was held at the Vryfees in 
Bloemfontein last week, Nike Jonah 
accompanied by her colleagues 
Gwen Tietze and Jenny Lewin 
Turner made a stopover at the 
Market Theatre to join in on the 
ever-growing and popular Tours of 
the Market Theatre.

To book  a tour, call Busi Letwaba at 
011 832 1641 or online at 
www.markettheatre.co.za

#MTFtours

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/


market theatre 
personalities
uP CLoSE AND PERSoNAL WiTh...
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NoMVuLo MoLEPo - LIGHTING DESIGNER

Q: tell us a little bit about the 
journey that led you to this 
path of lighting Design. 

A: My journey began in high school 
when we started coming to 
the Market Theatre to watch 
different productions. After 
watching Titus Andronicus, 
I enquired about lighting 
internships or workshops or 
training offered at the Market 
Theatre. I was accepted for 
an internship in 1996-1997. I 
have never stopped learning 
about lighting designing, the 
experience and growth and 
fun never ends, it only just 
begins.  I have won the Naledi 
Theatre Award in 2008 for Best 
Lighting Designer for Jungle 
Book. I have been nominated 
for Best Lighting Design for Egoli 
2016 and Crepuscule 2017. I 
have also worked on several 
award winning Market Theatre 
productions.

Q: how can institutions like 
the Market Theatre and 
professionals like yourselves 
offer women at all stages 
of their careers support, 
mentorship, internships and 
lifelong learning opportunities 
in the field? 

A: The iInternship programme 
gave me the foundation to be 
a technician, stage manager, 
lighting designer and head of 
lighting. The Market Theatre 
Foundation needs more 
funding to keep the internship 
sustainable to continue on 
every after two years for young 
women in lighting and also open 
a platform for young women 
coming straight from university 
institutions to do practical 
learnership at the Market 
Theatre and to empower 
community theatre groups. 

market theatre 
personalities
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Q: have you transferred your skills 
to any other woman?

A:  I have passed on my skills by 
teaching introduction to stage 
basic lighting to Puleng Mabuya 
who is now a stage manager 
at Baxter Theatre, Ntombi 
Tshabalala who is now a lighting 
technician and lighting designer 
at Soweto Theatre, Thunyelwa 
Rachwene my former colleague, 
just to list a few women 
names. I have also taught 
male technicians who are now 
working and freelancing with 
other theatre institutions. 

Q: What are the barriers that 
women face in their daily 
working lives so they can 
flourish and thrive in their 
chosen careers in a male 
dominated technical world?

A: Women are judged before they 
can even provide a platform 
or present their skills. Male 
technicians tend to doubt 
women abilities. During 
my two years of internship, 
the entertainment industry 
presented me with many 
challenges that made me grow, 
stretched my perceptions, 
helped me create a path 
for myself in getting more 
information and skills about 

lighting, also making decisions 
for my future. I do not see 
many faces of color or different 
ethnicities.

Q:  how can we ensure that 
successful women in the 
industry are more visible and 
provide positive role models for 
younger women? 

A:  To develop mentorship 
programmes, share interesting 
articles about our work with 
our networks. Learning and 
attending more advanced 
courses in our field of work, 
this will help elevate women’s 
expertise and build credentials. 
Developing relationships across 
international theatres for 
exchange programmes. 

Follow Buzz next week as we 
shine the spotlight on more 
women leaders at the Market 
theatre Foundation.



market theatre 
personalities

mAlebo mokoto - STAGE MANAGER

Q: What drives you to wake up 
in the morning and come to 
work? 

A:  A love and passion for the arts. 
I am an Artist

Q: What do you do when you’re 
not at work?

A: Spend as much time with my 
son as possible or just switch 
off and lock myself indoors.

Q: Given a chance to change one 
thing in the Arts and Culture 

industry, what would it be?
A: To have it properly regulated.

 Q: What does your job entail? 
A: A lot, cannot fit on one 

page. Being a point-of-
communication between all 
the stakeholders, assistant to 
the Director, mother to the Cast 
and working with the technical 
crew along with the creative 
team on staging a successful 
show.

uP CLoSE AND PERSoNAL WiTh...
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Zwakala festival goes into gear
The Zwakala Theatre Festival provides a platform for community-based artists to acquire artistic 
skills through a structured fieldwork programme and to create a showcase performance that can 
be presented at the Ramoloa Makhene Theatre in Market Square. The 2015 winner, Tau, was then 
mentored and produced for a successful run at the Market and recently won a Gold Standard Bank 
Ovation at the National Arts Festival. 

In the buildup to the 2017 Zwakala Festival, the annual Empowerment Week for community theatre 
facilitators took place at the Windybrow Arts Centre last week.
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market photo workshop 2017 
cirruculum review

Annually, the Market Photo Workshop reviews and adjusts the curriculum to ensure 
that courses remain relevant to society both national This year’s review was hosted on 

Thursday 27 and Friday 28 July. 
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workshopping hot 
tips for fundraising
The US Embassy in partnership with BASA hosted a workshop-talk by Christine Souffrant-Ntim 
at the Market Photo Workshop for creative entrepreneurs, artists and creative organizations. 
Souffrant-Ntim provided an informative session on how to improve ones’ pitch and systematic 
and manageable approaches to fundraising. 
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aardklop launch
The Aardklop Festival, now in its second year since relaunching 

hosted their programme launch at the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre. Visit their ‘feesprogram’ on the following website: 

https://aardklop.co.za/ 

https://aardklop.co.za/
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opening night for 
ankoBia
On Wednesday 26 July, the Standard Bank Young Artist for 
Theatre winner’s production, Ankobia opened playing to a 
house filled with young thespians.
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foundation

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lillian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Market Square 
directionS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lillian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right. 

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage. 

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

