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There’s a movement across the 
globe in which a diverse range 
of organisations, institutions, 
diplomatic missions and funders 
are partnering with leading arts 
agencies to inspire their nations 
to stimulate innovation, foster 
creative collaboration and to 
envision creative solutions for 
global challenges. When agencies, 
foundations, institutions and 
funders partner with arts 
organisations that have a shared 
vision, everyone benefits.

The Market Theatre Foundation 
is a South African leader in the 
art of working with partnerships. 
Through the efforts of a visionary 
and committed team and 

supported by a highly networked 
fundraiser, Penny Morris, the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
can successfully develop and 
present critically- engaging and 
artistically-acclaimed works on 
the three stages of the Market 
Theatre and at the Ramoloa 
Makhene Theatre in the Market 
Theatre Laboratory as well across 
all the galleries of the Market 
Photo Workshop.

We believe that organisations 
that share ideas and resources 
can contribute more effectively 
towards building a vibrant 
cultural sector and a thriving arts 
economy. Effective partnerships 
also stimulate diversification, 

calculated risk-taking and a 
shared sense of fulfilment when 
goals are reached.

The partnerships that are at 
the core of the Market Theatre 
Foundation reflect the broad 
range of organisations who make 
monetary contributions as well 
as those whose brand affiliation 
contributes to making the Market 
Theatre Foundation a formidable 
leader in art of partnership 
brokering.

This week’s edition of BUZZ kicks 
off with a series that celebrates 
the like-minded brands that a part 
of an incredible partnership with 
the Market Theatre Foundation.

MArket theAtre leAds in 
the Art of pArtnerships

2



Artof 

pArtnerships

the
Artof 

pArtnerships

the

3



4

In a 12-part series kicking off this week we celebrate the brands from A – C that partner 
with the Market Theatre Foundation.

Alliance Française
The Alliance Française of 
Johannesburg is a Franco-
South African non-profit and 
public benefit organisation. 
Their mission is to promote 
cultural events with French, 
Francophone and South African 
artists. Last year the Alliance 
Française presented the lively 
and colourful Fête de La 
Musique concert in the Market 

Theatre precinct. This year, the 
Alliance Française broadened 
the scope of its pARTnership 
by supporting the Youth Day 
concert at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre. Watch this space for 
further collaborations between 
the Alliance Française and the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Windybrow Arts Centre. 

Arts & Culture Trust
Since 1994 the Arts & Culture 
Trust (ACT) has advanced its 
position towards becoming a self-
sustaining perpetual Fund for 
the continued development 

of arts and culture.  The ACT’s 
Scholarships Programme is 
aimed at young South African 
performers in Grade 12 and 
aspirant performers under the 
of 30 who are not currenly 
registered for an undergraduate 
performing arts course. In a 
unique pARTnership the Market 
Theatre offers the John Kani 
Theatre to the Arts & Culture 
Trust for its gala ACT Awards 
week. In exchange, a student 
from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory receives the enviable 
opportunity to co-direct the 
ACT’s Gala Awards Ceremony.

the ABC of Arts 
pArtnerships At 
the MArket theAtre 
foUndAtion

A
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Blackboard Africa 
Blackboard Africa is a social 
movement that intends to focus 
the perceptions of black youth to 
a positive narrative. The youth-
driven initiative is a platform for 
inter-generational audiences to 
freely express their voices about 
the past, present and future. 
Every six weeks, Blackboard 
Africa buys out a performance 
at the Market Theatre. The 
performance is followed by a 
post-performance discussion 
with inter-generational panelists 
invited to pARTicipate in the 
discussions.

Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bloomberg Philanthropies’ 
unique data-driven approach to 
global change grows out of an 
experience in entrepreneurship 
and as a champion of innovation. 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
have renewed their corporate 
sponsorship with the Market 
Theatre Foundation in a 
pARTnership that supports 
marginalized youth to acquire 
the necessary skills at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
Market Photo Workshop; and 

to take up successful careers in 
the performing and visual arts 
industries.

British Council
The British Council’s Connect ZA 
supports cultural connections 
between young people aged 
18-35 in the UK and South Africa 
with a range of arts projects 
and use of digital platforms to 
build creative networks through 
art forms including, fashion, 
music, film, design and more. 
The Market Theatre Laboratory 
will collaborate on a cultural 
exchange programme with an 
exciting ‘new writing’ theatre 
company based in North-East 
England, OddManOut, supported 
by the British Council’s Connect 
ZA programme. This will result 
in a production created and 
performed with six Market 
Theatre Laboratory students and 
six young people from the UK. 
The production will be performed 
both in South Africa and the UK 
later this year.

Cameron Conlon Bursary
Cameron Conlon tragically 

passed away in his matric year 
at St Stithians. In his short 
performing life, he showed 
undeniable talent and passion 
for the performing arts. 
Out of something so tragic, 
something beautiful has 
emerged. Cameron’s mother 
and father Sue and Deon have 
decided that in order to keep 
Cameron’s memory alive they 
will contribute and fundraise for 
the scholarship originally created 
by Zikkazimba Productions, 
in collaboration with the Just 
the One Foundation, in 2015. 
This scholarship is for the most 
excellent first year at the Lab, 
covering the tuition fees for their 
second year. 

We are proud to announce 
that the 2016 recipient of this 
special scholarship is Mathews 
Rantsoma. 

Catch BUZZ next week as we 
celebrate the brands from D – F 
that partner with the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

B
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On Saturday 23 July, the 
Johannesburg Heritage 
Foundation held their Annual 
General Meeting at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre. The 
Foundation aims to protect 
Johannesburg’s rich and varied 
heritage and the city’s associated 
social history for the use and 
enjoyment of both current 
and future generations. At 
their annual general meeting, 
the Johannesburg Heritage 
Foundation gave the restoration 
of the Windybrow Arts Centre a 
thumbs-up by presenting it with 
a blue plaque.

“This will only help to bring 
more tourists to the 121-year 
old building”, said Christine 
McDonald as she unveiled the 
plaque. 

McDonald, a member of 
the Johannesburg Heritage 
Foundation, is the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Chief 
Financial Officer. She was also 
responsible for overseeing the 
restoration project. 

The unveiling ceremony was 
preceded with a performance by 
the Windybrow Youth Choir.

“This recognition of a blue 
plaque at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre will continue to inspire 
the youth at the Centre. They will 
know that they are working at a 
place of historical importance”, 
said Sizakele Angel Khumalo, an 
alumnus of the Market Photo 
Workshop. She runs a series 
of youth programmes at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre. 

WindyBroW Arts 
Centre gets 
heritAge reCognition

Arts Centre

#morethanatheatre
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If you’re coming to see 
Monageng Motshabi’s Ankobia 
(see page 23) or Sue-Pam 
Grant’s Chasing Chairs (see page 
21) at the Market Theatre on 
Wednesday 27 July make it a 
special occasion by getting your 
photograph taken at the statue 
of jazz legend, Kippie Moeketsi, 
in the Market Theatre precinct.

Jeremiah “Kippie” Morolong 
Moeketsi (27 July 1925–27 April 
1983) was a South African jazz 
musician, notable as an alto 
saxophonist. He is sometimes 
referred to as “the father of 
South African jazz” and as “South 
Africa’s Charlie Parker”. He 
played with and influenced some 
of South Africa’s great musicians, 
including Jonas Gwangwa, 

Abdullah Ibrahim, Miriam and 
Hugh Masekela.

Your ticket to Ankobia or 
Chasing Chairs gets you a slice 
of a birthday cake as the Market 
Theatre celebrates the 92nd 
birthday of the late legendary 
artist.

hAppy 92nd BirthdAy, 
kippie Moeketsi

8

KIPPIE
Morolong Moeketsi
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MArket theAtre 
lABorAtory AlUMni 
dAy
Alumni of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory will own the spotlight 
at the Mannie Mannim Theatre 
at 15:00 on Sunday 30 July at a 
performance of Ankobia.

Co-written by the inaugural 
Brett Goldin Bursary winner, 
Omphile Molusi and the 2017 
Standard Bank Young Artist, 
Monageng “Vice” Motshabi, 
Ankobia is set in the futuristic 
land of Pelodikgadile where it is 
forbidden to remember anything 
that happened before the new 
state was formed. (See page ** 
for production details)

Motshabi and Molusi are 
alumni of the Market Theatre 

Laboratory. Molusi was in the 
Class of 2002 and Molusi was 
in the Class of 2004. Ankobia 
features several other Market 
Theatre Alumni:

•	 Katlego Letsholonyana (Class 
of 2014)

•	 Alfred Motlhapi (Class of 
2013)

•	 Billy Langa (Class of 2012)
•	 Lillian Tshabalala (Class of 

2011)

Ankobia also features Momo 
Matsunyane, the co-director 
of TAU which emerged at the 
Market Theatre’s Zwakala 
Community Festival and went 
on to win a Standard Bank Gold 

Ovation Award at the National 
Arts Festival. Ankobia also 
premiered at the National Arts 
Festival.

For the performance on Sunday 
30 July, alumni from the 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
Market Photo Workshop will 
be offered a special discount of 
purchasing a ticket at R70 and 
getting the second ticket free. 
To take advantage of the limited 
seating special offer, alumni 
should contact Yusrah Bardien 
on 011 8321641 (ext 204)  / 
0824701441 or write to her at 
yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za

10

mailto:yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za
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Monageng Motshabi’s play 
Ankobia engages with the 
violence, crime and brutality of 
colonialism. Seminal texts on 
black consciousness available 
at the Exclusive Books Pan-
African Reading Room at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre will add 
to the experience of seeing this 
production.
 
Steve Biko - 
I write what I like

This collection of Biko’s writings 
is an epochal work in the South 
African literary canon. “The most 
important weapon in the hands 
of the oppressor is the mind of 
the oppressed.” These words 
testify to the passion, courage, 
and keen insight that made him 
one of the most powerful figures 
in South Africa’s struggle against 
apartheid.

Frantz Fanon – 
Black Skin White Masks

First published in English in 1968, 
Frantz Fanon’s seminal text 
was immediately acclaimed as 
a classic of black liberationalist 
writing. His description of the 
feelings of inadequacy and 
dependence experienced by 
people of colour in a white world 
are as salient and as compelling 
as ever. Fanon identifies a 
devastating pathology at the 
heart of Western culture, a 
denial of difference, that persists 
to this day. His writings speak to 
all who continue the struggle for 
political and cultural liberation in 
our troubled times. 
 

Frantz Fanon – The 
Wretched of the Earth

Written at the height of the 
Algerian war for independence 
from French colonial rule 

and first published in 1961, 
Frantz Fanon’s classic text has 
provided inspiration for anti-
colonial movements ever since, 
analysing the role of class, race, 
national culture and violence 
in the struggle for freedom. 
With power and anger, Fanon 
makes clear the economic 
and psychological degradation 
inflicted by imperialism.

 
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o – 
Decolonising the Mind

The author describes this book 
as “a summary of some of the 
issues in which I have been 
passionately involved for the 
last twenty years of my practice 
in fiction, theatre, criticism and 
in teaching of literature.” The 
book, which advocates linguistic 
decolonization, is one of Ngũgĩ’s 
best-known and most-cited non-
fiction publications, helping to 
cement him as preeminent voice 
theorizing the “language debate” 
in post-colonial studies.

exClUsive Books pAn-
AfriCAn Corner enriChes 
theAtre experienCe
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Public engagement and public 
intellectuals are fast returning to 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
to re-affirm the institution’s 
iconic reputation of bringing 
the arts and social issues under 
a critical spotlight. This week, 

Voices 360, an online public and 
event platform that facilitates 
opinion and knowledge exchange 
will be launched at the Market 
Photo Workshop Auditorium. 

The monthly Creative Mornings 

series which brings together 
millennials will feature Fran 
Lunckin and the dynamic youth 
forum, Blackboard Africa, will 
map out a way of how they can 
take ownership of the future. 

A trAding plACe for neW 
nArrAtives At the MArket 
theAtre

14

voiCes 360 lAUnChes At 
the MArket theAtre
Voices 360 presents an 
opportunity for individuals 
and groups from a range 
of disciplines to use their 
knowledge, energy and ideas 
to make a real difference. It is 
a chance for ordinary citizens, 
youth, thought leaders, captains 
of industry, academics, writers 

and policy makers to express 
and share their perspectives 
with the intention to inform 
policies, development goals and 
emerging issues. Voices 360 
invites stakeholders to its first 
dialogue, ‘United in addressing 
Xenophobia in South Africa’. The 
dialogue focuses on the extent to 

which xenophobia has become a 
reality in society, particularly in 
the South African context. 

Date: Thur 27 July 2017
Time: 08:00 - 12:00
Venue: The Market Photo 
Workshop Auditorium
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Workshop



Creative Mornings will feature 
Fran Lunckin speaking on the 
topic of Equality on Friday 4 
August 2017 at the Market 
Theatre.

CreAtive 
Mornings

16

Fran Luckin



17

Blackboard Africa hosts a series 
of intergenerational talks to 
provide young people with a 
platform to discuss matters that 
they face on a daily basis and to 
find solutions to the challenges 
that they identify. 

“Taking Ownership of The Future, 
Today!”, the title of their forum, 
will discuss ways in which young 
people can find creative ways 

growing a network of young 
people who are enterprising and 
aspiring 
 
Speakers at the event will be 
Trevor Stuurman (creative 
director, photographer @trevor_
stuurman), Thapelo Mokoena 
(actor, producer, organiser: Kasi 
Movie Nights @mokoenalive) 
and Claire Mawisa (TV presenter, 
model, radio personality, 

business owner, currently 
presenting on Carte Blanche @
clairemawisa)

Date: Saturday 29 July 2017
Time:  12:30 – 15:30
Venue: Market Photo Workshop 
Auditorium  
 
For more information contact:
blackboardafrica@gmail.com / 
yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za

the Writing is on the 
BlACkBoArd

mailto:blackboardafrica@gmail.com
mailto:yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za
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speCiAl sCreening for stUdents of nAtionAl theAtre’s live’s 

tWelfth night

it’s tWelfth night 
At the MArket theAtre lABorAtory



HAnI:
Presented on the Fringe programme, 
Hani, devised and directed by Leila 
Henriques is inspired by the hit American 
musical Hamilton. Amidst the current 
political challenges in South Africa, 
Hani is told through hip-hop, rap, ballad 
and high-powered energetic dances, 
the contemporary production is an 
inspiring story about the life and times of 
assassinated political leader, Chris Hani.

25 July: 18:30 • 29 July: 16:30

POP ICHERRI
In Pop iCherri presented on the Student 
Theatre Festival, love, lust, beliefs and 
perceptions, emotion and devotion, religion 
and culture all come crashing together in the Market Theatre Laboratory 
production. This devised play explores themes about virginity.

26 July: 13:15 • 27 July: 19:00

Johannesburg audiences will have the opportunity to see the Mar-
ket Theatre Laboratory’s Standard Bank Fringe Gold Ovation award-
winner, Hani- the legacy and the merit award-winner production Pop 
iCherri, at the 969 Festival at the Wits Theatre this week.

Both productions took the top honours at the recent National Arts 
Festival in Grahamstown.

MArket theAtre 
Winners At Wits 
969 festivAl

lABorAtory
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Make reservations for your visits 
to the Market Theatre so much 
easier. With one glance at the 
table below you can now see the 
start and end date for each pro-

duction season. For more details 
about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation web-
site www.markettheatre.co.za 
www.webtickets.co.za

or buy your ticket at any Pick n 
Pay store. 
For block bookings call Anthony 
Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/ 083 246 
4950

live At the MArket 
theAtre …  

SHOW JUnE JULY AUGUST SEPT OCT

Chasing Chairs
The Barney Simon

14 6

Ankobia
The Mannie Manim

21 13

Walk this Way Skhumba
The John Kani

26 - 27

If We Dig
The Barney Simon

11 - 27

In Her Shoes
The John Kani

10 - 13

Tamasha On Hope Street
The Mannie Manim

8 1

My Travelling Bag
The Barney Simon

9 1

When Ballet meets Jazz
The John Kani

14 - 17

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
http://www.webtickets.co.za/
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CHASInG CHAIRS
DATES
Fri 14 July – Su 06 August 
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 
VEnUE
The Barney Simon

Directed by multi-disciplinary 
artist Sue-Pam Grant, Chasing 
Chairs is a window on the 
relationship of a refined and 
artistic couple poised on the 
cusp of both middle age and a 
sometimes-fragile sense of a 
shifting of the previous certainties 
of their lives in a time defined by 
contestation over the validity of 
perceptions of truth or reality.

Chasing Chairs opens a window 
on a reality through which many 
will recognise their own foibles, 
frustrations and moments 
of sublime pleasure that are 
the hallmarks of an intimate 
relationship. It will offer audiences 
an insight to how love and family 
can shift people’s beliefs and 
open them to new encounters. 
It is a contemporary love story 
with twists that will heighten the 
audience’s curiosity levels.

#ConnectingChairs
#ChasingChairsImages by Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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WALK THIS WAY WITH 
SKHUMBA 
DATES
Wed 26 & Thu 27 July 2017 
TIME
Wed & Thu 20:00
VEnUE
The John Kani

Skhumba Hlophe is bringing 
his friends back to the 
Market Theatre for this year’s 
wheelchair drive. This time, 
he is doing it for 2 nights. This 
year’s wheelchair drive aims to 
raise more funds to double the 
number of wheelchairs bought 
last year.  
 
Tickets will sell out, so fans 
and supporters are urged to 
purchase their tickets early to 
avoid disappointment.
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AnKOBIA
DATES
Fri 21 July - Sun 13 August 2017 
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VEnUE
The Mannie Manim

Directed by 2017 Standard Bank 
Young Artist Award winner, Mo-
nageng Motshabi, Ankobia is set 
in the futuristic land of Pelodik-
gadile where it is forbidden to 
remember anything that hap-
pened before the new state was 
formed. The voices of those who 
used to fight for land and truth 
have been muted and using an 
invention called a zap machine, 
the people’s memories are kept 
in check. The warriors of yester-
day are shadows of themselves 
and our hero, Xhoi, is among 
them.

#Ankobia

Premiered at the National Arts Festival
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In HER SHOES
DATES
Thu 10 - Sun 13 August 
TIME
Thu - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00 
VEnUE
The John Kani

South Africa commemorates 
Women’s Month in August as a 
tribute to the more than 20 000 
women who marched to the 
Union Buildings on 9 August 1956 
in protest against the extension of 
Pass Laws to women.  

Standard Bank Awards recipients 
Luyanda Sidya and Fana Tshabalala 
have been commissioned by the 
Market Theatre to create a new 
work that will premiere at the 
John Kani during August.  Both 
choreographers are fathers to 
daughters  and in this bold new 
work they share and celebrate their 
empathetic view on women.

#InHerShoes

Above: Luhanda Sidya and Fana Tshabalala
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IF WE DIG
DATES
Fri 11 - Sun 27 August 2017 
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00
VEnUE
The Barney Simon

Set against the backdrop of 
student uprisings and a complex 
societal landscape If We Dig 
introduces us to some unusual 
characters who lived on the edg-
es of a burgeoning mining town, 
each with unique stories of their 
struggles, dreams and challeng-
es, woven together in a common 
humanity. Inspired by the life 
and work of social historian Luli 
Callinicos, If We Dig, unearths 
real stories of the people who 
created and shaped Johannes-
burg and the country we live in. 
The delicate multi-lingual piece 
directed by Megan Willson is 
performed by Fiona Ramsay 
and 2017 Sophie Mgcina Award 
recipient, Lesedi Job.

#IfWeDig
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TAMASHA On HOPE 
STREET  
DATES
Fri 25 August - Sun 24 September 
TIME
Thu - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15
VEnUE
The Mannie Manim

In Rajesh Gopie’s new play, 
Tamasha on Hope Street Albert, a 
Zimbabwean, is on the run after 
xenophobic  attacks. He ends up 
in Chatsworth and gets a job as 
a night watchman. His escape 
to safety seems fulfilled until he 
discovers Payal Payal, a young 
street prostitute. The lives of Albert 
and Payal collide with dramatic 
repercussions. Tamasha on Hope 
Street will be directed by Gopala 
Davies.

Starring Dhaveshan Govender, 
Nat Ramabulana, Matthew 
MacFarlane, Afzal Khan, Keith 
Gengadoo and Ameera Patel. 

#TamashaOnHopeStreet

From Top: Rajesh Gopie, Gita Pather 
– Mentor, Gopala Davies – Incubatee 
Director
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MY TRAVELLInG BAG
DATES
Sat 9 September - Sun 1 October 
2017
TIME
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 
VEnUE
The Barney Simon

Internationally celebrated 
storyteller Gcina Mhlophe 
relates amusing tales of her 
travels from her home-town of 
Hammarsdale to places such as 
Port Shepstone, Mount Frere, 
Johannesburg, London, Basel, 
Edinburgh, New York, Japan, 
Canada and even Greenland. 
Her lively performances and 
inspirational messages are an 
absolute gem!

#MyTravellingBag

Left: Gcina Mhlope
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WHEn BALLET MEETS 
JAZZ
DATES
Thu 14 - Sun 17 September 2017 
TIME
Thu - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00 
VEnUE
The John Kani

When Ballet Meets Jazz is a unique 
collaboration between classical 
and contemporary dancers from 
CuDanSA and Carstens Ireland 
Ballet Studio; and a formidable 
sextet of amazing Jazz musicians. 
The musical repertoire will include 
compositions by Abdullah Ibrahim, 
Bheki Mseleku, Alan Silinga, Andre 
Petersen, Pablo Lapidusas, Leo 
Espinosa and Michael Buble. The 
works presented include, among 
others, some beautiful neo classical 
and contemporary choreography 
to amazing jazz standards as well 
as ballet highlights like the Cygnets 
from Swan Lake, and the ever 
popular The Dying Swan.

#BalletMeetsJazz
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AArdklop festivAl 
lAUnChes 2017 progrAMMe 
At MArket sqUAre

The Aadklop Festival will unveil 
its 2017 programme to the media 
at a special press function that 
will be held at Market Square on 
Wednesday 26 July.

The Aardklop Festival is noted 
for its celebration of high 
quality productions and for the 
showcasing of exceptional talent. 

The dates for the 2017 Festival are:
• 2 October to 7 October:  

Visual Arts 
• 3 October to 8 October:  

Live performance productions 
• 3 October to 7 October:    

Art & Food Market
 

The Market Theatre Foundation 
is proud to be associated with the 
Aadklop Festival and wishes the 
organisers great success.

Visit the Aardklop Festival website 
for more information 
www.aardklop.co.za 

http://www.aardklop.co.za/
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photo
Workshop

WhAts on At the 
MArket photo 
Workshop!

21 JoBUrg – MeMories 
of groWing Up 
A listening proJeCt By MAiA MArie, noMonde MBUsi And MAts stAUB

“This is the transcendent aspect 
of the project: it breaks the 
boundaries of race, class and 
culture and it allows people who 
have grown up in disparate parts of 
the world and sometimes in vastly 
different circumstances to feel a 
deep connection with another 
human being.“ 

- Bongani Kona (Passages)  
   
When did you turn 21? What 
happened in that year? How 
did you become an adult? Since 
2012 Swiss artist Mats Staub has 
discussed these questions with a 

large group of people of all ages. 
Maia Marie and Nomonde Mbusi 
have collaborated with him to give 
the project a home in South Africa. 

They have recorded people’s 
stories and then had them listen to 
their own answers three months 
later, while filming their facial 
expressions. This has resulted in 
the video installation 21 Joburg 
– Memories of Growing Up, in 
which the visitors can view and 
listen to these video portraits 
and stories, thus engaging in an 
intimate moment in the lives of 

the narrators of different ages and 
various backgrounds, from Kotopi 
1960 till Refilwe 2013. 

21 Joburg includes 19 portraits 
of people who live in Joburg, 
in English, isiZulu, isiXhosa and 
seSotho, as well as a selection of 
portraits of people who live in 
different European cities 
Developed and presented with 
financial support of Pro Helvetia 
– Swiss Arts Council, Ernst Göhner 
Stiftung, Migros-Kulturprozent, 
Stadt Zürich Kultur, Kanton Zürich 
Fachstelle Kultur.
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toUrs And exCUrsions
MARKET TOURS ATTRACTS InTEREST FROM LESOTHO

On 19 July 2017 Rethabile 
Stephen Morake of the Leseli 
Group Companies arranged 
a group visit to the Market 

Theatre for 190 high school 
learners from Lesotho to see 
the award-winning play Hani: 
The Legacy. The group also 

undertook a tour of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s two 
building: the iconic theatre in 
the old Fruit & Vegetable Market 
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and the modern Market Square 
which houses the Market Theatre 
Laboratory and the Market Photo 
Workshop.

Morake was so impressed with the 
visit to the Market Theatre that he 
has organized for another school 
--- also a group of 190 students to 
experience the same excitement. 

“I am really excited about hosting 
so many students at the same 
time, it has challenged me to think 
outside the box and to think of 
new ideas of how I engage the 
learners”, said Market Theatre 
tour leader Busi Letwaba. “I will 
challenge the learners to perform a 
short story in Chinese”.

To book  you’re a tour for your school 
group call Busi Letwaba at 011 832 
1641 or online at 
www.markettheatre.co.za

#MTFtours

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/


registrAtion opens 
for the MArket 
lABorAtory!

A CAll for Aspiring ACtors

If you are a young aspiring actor, 
theatre-maker, storyteller, get 
ready! Applications for the 
Market Theatre Laboratory’s full-

time Theatre and Performance 
Course open on Tuesday 
1 August 2017. For more 
information about the courses 

at the Market Theatre see the 
Prospectus available on the 
Market Theatre’s website www.
markettheatre.co.za/prospectus 

lABorAtory
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http://markettheatre.co.za/prospectus
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Reuben Muyanga, the bookkeeper 
in the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
finance department is as legendary 
as the iconic institution which 
celebrated its 40th birthday last 
year. Last week, Myanga marked hi 
4oth year of service at the Market 
Theatre.

“Working for The Market Theatre 
for the last 40 years has been filled 
with great memories, I started 
my journey at the Theatre as 
production crew assistant. I was 
one of the first stage hands to 
be appointed backstage. It was 
a thrilling experience. You had 
to pay attention to the cues and 
the excitement of working closely 
with actors” said Muyanga as he 
recounted his memories.

“Working on the production 
side was an amazing experience. 
I enjoyed the rush of striking 
productions, working with sets and 
meeting very diverse designers 
and directors. I was poached by 
the account team to join them and 
it has been my home since” said 
Muyanga.

Muyanga was flooded with con-
gratulatory messages from his 
colleagues and from leading indus-
try-players who worked with him. 

Christine McDonald, the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Chief 
Financial Officer and to whom 
Muyanga reports said, “Reuben 
started at the Market Theatre on 
20 July 1977, 40 years ago.  He was 
referred to the Market by a friend 
who was working here at the time.  
Reuben started as crew member.  
At first Reuben did not enjoy his job 
as he needed to be “registered”.  
One day Mannie called him in and 
instructed to bring his pass book.  
Reuben did not like this idea at 
all, but he complied and became 
a legal member of staff.  After 
a few years Reuben joined, the 
Production Department for about 
5 years working back stage on 
shows, rigging lights with Mannie 
Manim, strike and set up shows, 
etc.  His career then took him to 
the messenger position using the 

motor bike, but he still had to help 
to strike shows, working with the 
late Alan Joseph and then Wesley 
France.  Reuben unfortunately was 
hit by a car whilst doing a delivery 
on a Monday afternoon and he 
ended up in hospital for a couple 
of days with an injured foot.  The 
foot was painful for a long time 
especially in winter. During this time 
of injury Reuben was introduced 
to the finance department and 
handled the postage of invitations 
with the late Albert Pulwana.  
When Albert moved to the 
warehouse, Reuben officially 
joined the finance department 
with accountants Nancy Boyle and 
then Gillian McDonald and Peter 
Ingman, the Financial Manager.  
Since 2003 Reuben reported to the 
current CEO, Christine McDonald.

Reuben stayed with the Market 
as he enjoyed the finance side 
although there was very little 
money at the beginning.  He now 
understands the business inside 
out.  Reuben is due for retirement 
in 2019, but he has not planned 
retirement yet, as there is a still a 
lot of work to be done before then.  
Reuben turned out to be a thor-
ough accounting clerk who attends 
to detail.  He is a pillar of the Mar-
ket’s finance department.

Well done Reuben Myanga.

reUBen MUyAngA hits 40 
yeArs At the MArket theAtre
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Naledi Lifetime Achievement 
award winner Haccius 
Mokapakgosi was taken by 
surprise when he was invited to 
the Windybrow Arts Centre last 
week to receive a cheque of ten 
thousand rand from the Naledi 
Theatre Awards.

In a moving acceptance speech, 
Mokopakgosi recollected his 
backstage role in the very first 
production, Olivane Jive, that 
was staged at the Windybrow 
Theatre before it had been 
mothballed for restoration.
 
Presenting the Award to him, 
Dawn Lindberg, executive 
director of the Naledi Theatre 
Awards said, “Each year we 
award Life Time Achievement 
Awards to theatre veterans 
who have dedicated more 
than 30 years of their lives to 
contributing their talent and 
skills to the Theatre Industry in 
SA.  Most often the recipients 
are actors or directors who are 
well known by audiences, but 
this year, we decided to give this 
prestigious award to one of our 
unsung heroes, without whom 

a production cannot be realised 
from a practical point of view, a 
“behind the scenes Star”. Haccius 
Mokopakgosi has worked in 
the theatre industry for over 47 
years.”

Duncan Riley of DWR Lighting 
Distribution was instrumental 
in raising the prize money. 
He contacted all his overseas 
suppliers and requesting a 
donation of any amount in Euros 
or dollars to help the Naledi 
Theatre Awards to honour this 
remarkable theatre veteran.

“From next year, we intend to 
include a new category for “Back 
Stage Stars” in the Awards, 
so that more technicians and 
stage managers can also receive 
recognition from the Industry”, 
said Dawn Lindberg.

lifetiMe AChiever hACCiUs 
MokopAkgosi reCeives 
hUge sUrprise



nAledi theAtre AWArds 
televised
The Market Theatre walked away  
with eight awards at the 2016 
Naledi Theatre Award ceremony 
that was held last month. The gala 
event will be televised at 14:00 on 
Wednesday 9 August 2017.

#nalediAwards17 captures 
the tears of joy and hilarity, the 
glitz, the glamour and most 
importantly the spirit of this stage 
extravaganza!

Catch it all on Mzansi Magic 
Channel 161 and repeat broadcast 
on KykNET & Kie Channel 146 on 
Sunday 13 August at 20:00

The MarkeT TheaTre wiNNers aT This year’s Naledi TheaTre awards are:

BEST THEATRE SET DESIGn - 
Greg King – Suddenly The Storm 

BEST LIGHTInG DESIGn
Wesley France – Suddenly The 
Storm 
Hlomogang Mothetho – TAU 

BEST ORIGInAL CHOREOGRAPHY
Nhlanhla Mahlangu – TAU 

BEST EnSEMBLE
TAU 

BEST PERFORMAnCE In A PLAY: 
MALE
Desmond Dube – I See You 

BEST nEW SOUTH AFRICAn 
SCRIPT
Suddenly the Storm - Written by 
Paul Slabolepszy

BEST PRODUCTIOn OF A PLAY
I See You - Produced by the Market 
Theatre & Royal Court Theatre
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MArket theAtre 
personAlities

siya Nkosi - TECHNICAL CREW

Q: What drives you to wake up 
in the morning and come to 
work? 

a:  For the love of theatre. The 
excitement of getting to create 
something that people will 
marvel. For the challenge 
of bending, and sometimes 
breaking, the rules in order to 
achieve something astonishing 
that people will never know 
was done by us. Mostly, it’s 
the comradery that gets me up 
and keeps me going because in 
everything we do we have to 
work as a team to get it done… 
and what great comrades I 
have here! 

Q:  what do you do when you’re 
not at work?

a on the rare occasion that i find 
myself not at work, I catch up 
on the world. i watch movies, 

series and Japanese anime. i try 
to spend time with family and 
friends while catching up with a 
world that entertains me. i read 
and try to write. i take naps and 
fill my time with numerous diy 
projects that i’m yet to finish, 
when i get the time.

Q: Given a chance to change one 
thing in the Arts and Culture 
industry, what would it be?

a: The perception of arts in 
south africa. Growing up i’d 
always hear advice like,” don’t 
be an artist, you’ll suffer all 
your life and die broke…” Yes, 
suffering and dying broke are 
possibilities in the arts industry 
but there are ton of other 
possibilities that people aren’t 
aware of. as an artist, we get 
to be “THERE” and we get 
to share the feeling of being 

up Close aNd persoNal wiTh...
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“THERE” with everyone else. I’d like 
the perception of arts to change 
from what it is now into something 
we would encourage our children 
to get into. To teach us all that art 
is to inform and information can 
be dressed up in so many different 
forms and yet it still gets that one 
job done.  

Q:   Q: What does your job entail? 
A:  My job is mainly to install and strike 

sets, into and from theatres. To 
make sure that if sets need to be 
built that they are built and the 
more “heavy-duty-get-your-hands-
dirty” side of theatre. We do all the 
moving, drilling, cutting, shouting, 
hanging and setting that goes 
into almost everything you see on 
stage… and sometimes off stage

Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 
years.

A: On Mars putting on our first off-
earth production as the Market 
Theatre for Elon Musk? Too 
ambitious? Well, I’m not sure really. 
I have so much I want to achieve 
that 5 years looks a bit far away 
in my view, even though it is just 
here. I would like to be doing more. 
More shows, bigger show. More 
challenges. I’d like to be engaging 
more with people, opinions, 
technologies and approaches. I 
believe the next five years are more 
about me learning more about 
myself and the world. 



Alfred Motlhapi
Alfred Motlhapi began participating in community theatre at school. 
In 2011 he took a one-year course in theatre performing skills with 
Mmabana Echoes of Excellence School of Arts. In 2012 he furthered his 
studies at the Market Theatre Laboratory and took part in the student 
production, Itsoseng written by Omphile Molusi. Alfred also appeared in 
an episode of one of South Africa’s most popular television programmes, 
Intersexion. He was also part of a new South African play, Milk and 
Honey by Dominique Khayelihle Gumede, which ran at the Market 
Theatre Laboratory and at the Arts Alive Festival. 

Alfred has taken part in the student film, The Blind Eye, with City 
Varsity students and he facilitated drama at Phoenix College for an 
inner school festival in 2013. He acted in Ntwa Ya Diphaka written and 
directed by Raezeen Wentworth for the Director’s Festival at Wits. In 
2014 he took an internship with Vuyani Dance Company and appeared 
in 7 Pillars choreographed by Luyanda Sidiya. He also appeared in 
Gregory Maqoma’s Blind which premiered in Germany. He appeared in 
Ketekang, a musical by James Ngcobo in 2014 and in 2015 he appeared 
in Internal Affairs by Mothusi Mokoto, and the dance piece Crying Souls 
choreographed by Lesedi Magomotso. He most recently performed in a 
school festival at Mmabana Taung. Alfred has also taken part in several 
Market Theatre Laboratory outreach programmes.

He also starred in Thula Thula winner of the 2014 Zwakala Festival 
programme directed by Mxolisi Masilela. He is currently starring in 
Monageng Vice Motshabi’s Ankobia currently on at the Market Theatre 
until 13 August 2017. 

#MCM 
#ManCrushMonday 

MAn CrUsh 
MondAys
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noluthando Lobese   
Noluthando Lobese affectionately known as Thando is an award-winning 
designer in theatre, television and commercials. She has been nominated 
on several theatre productions. She has a fashion design background and 
was later introduced into the world of theatre by her mentor, Nadya Cohen; 
and since then they have collaborated on many productions at the Market 
Theatre.
 
Thando has been to Stockholm Stadsteatear, Sweden as a design apprentice 
under the mentorship of Charlie Koroly.2008. She has recently been to the 
MacDowell Colony (NH) New York, Where she worked on her first project, 
What It Is, as a visual artist. Studio X, Johannesburg (GSAPP Columbia 
University) Glimmerglass Opera Festival (Cooperstown). New York as an 
observer. Bregenz Festspielhaus, Floating stage on the lake Austria as a design 
Intern. She was one of the artists from JHB Massive, a group of artists from 
diverse artistic backgrounds that went to showcase at a street festival in 
Accra, Ghana in 2015. Most of her theatre work has been staged in Germany, 
Austria, United States, Sweden, Amsterdam and London. 

She has worked on productions with James Ngcobo, Neil Coppen, Princess 
Zinzi Mhongo, Lindiwe Matshikiza, John Kani, Bobby  Heaney and Vanessa 
Cooke. Her recent work in theatre are She Bellows (Costume design),Divas of 
Kofifi (Stage/costumes/props design), Tau (Stage/costumes/props design), 
The House of Truth ( Stage/Costumes/Props design), Crepuscule (Costume 
design), Lepatata (Stage design), Colored Museum(Costume design), Pale 
Natives (Production design), Animal Farm(Costume design) and  Cooking with 
Elisa (Production design) .  Thando has designed the set for Vice Moangeng 
Motshabi’s Ankobia currently on at the Market Theatre until 13 August 2017. 

#WCW 
#WomanCrushWednesday

WoMAn CrUsh 
WednesdAys
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visit froM the koreAn eMBAssy

On 20 Thursday 20 July 2017, we had the pleasure of the Korean Embassy visit us. 
From the left Lefate Makunyane, In Hye Jeong, Mahomed, Jiha Kim and Zodwa 

Shongwe. Watch next week’s edition of Buzz for details about a new partnership.
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opening night: 
ChAsing ChAirs
Seen at the opening night of multi-disciplinary artist and 
director Sue Pam-Grant’s Chasing Chairs.
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the exClUsive Books pAn AfriCAn 
reAding rooM  

at the Windybrow Arts Centre was launched with fanfare as 
hundreds of young people and Market Theatre Foundation 

stakeholders gathered to witness the historic opening.
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foUndAtion

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lillian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Market Square 
directionS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lillian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right. 

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage. 

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

