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Through hip-hop, rap, ballad and 
high-powered energetic dances 
the students from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory are preparing 
to present their production, Hani, 
at the National Arts Festival in 
Grahamstown.

Amidst the current political 
challenges in South Africa, Hani 
is an inspiring story about the life 
and times of the assassinated 
political leader, Chris Hani. The 

contemporary production devised 
and directed by Leila Henriques is
inspired by the hit American 
musical Hamilton.

The staging of Hani at the National 
Arts Festival coincides with the 
75th anniversary of the birth of 
the charismatic leader. He was 
born on 28 June 1942.  The unsung 
hero who was the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) general 
secretary and Mkhonto We Sizwe 

commander was assassinated on 
10 April 1993 outside his home in 
Dawn Park, Boksburg. 

The Market Theatre Laboratory 
production reflects on the political 
and personal life of Chris Hani 
through the eyes of a post-1994 
generation.

For details about Hani at the 
National Arts Festival please see 
page 12.

THE MARKET THEATRE 
REMEMBERS CHRIS HANI 

Images sourced from the internetImages sourced from the internet
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lESEdI JoB 
ANNoUNCEd 
AS 2017 SopHIE 
MgCINA 
EMERgINg VoICE 
AwARd wINNER 

Rising star actress and theatre 
director Lesedi Job was named 
the winner of the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s 4th annual Sophie 
Mgcina Emerging Voice Award at a 
colourful ceremony on Monday 18 
June. 

Lesedi performed in James 
Ngcobo’s production, A Raisin in 
the Sun in (February, 2016). Her 
other roles include performing 

in Fisher’s of Hope at the Baxter 
Theatre, Ketekang at the Market 
Theatre and Curl Up & Dye at the 
Auto & General Theatre. Later this 
year, Lesedi will perform alongside 
Fiona Ramsay in If We Dig to be 
directed by Megan Willson. See 
page 19 for details about If we dig 

Last month, Lesedi directed Brett 
Goldin Award winner Omphile 
Molusi’s play, Itsoseng,  by  re-

imagining the solo work as an 
ensemble piece. During April, she 
was invited to participate at the 
Crossing Cultures & Continents 
conference in the USA to discuss 
and perform an extract from 
Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the 
Sun. 

See page 28-29 where Buzz gets up 
and close with Lesedi Job.
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wINdyBRow 
ARTS CENTRE 
pARTNERS wITH 
#JoZIwAlKS
The Windybrow Arts Centre, a 
division of the Market Theatre 
Founation, is fast growing as a 
vibrant hub for social and cultural 
engagement.  On Saturday 24 
June the Windybrow Arts Centre 
in partnership with the JDA’s 
#JoziWalks project hosted a special 
Youth Connector Tour.   

#JoziWalks aims to get more 
Joburgers out of their cars and 
onto the streets to walk, and to 
engage with their neighbours and 
share insights and ideas about their 
neighbourhoods. 

#JoziWalks gives a voice to the 
people who live in the city’s 
communities and presents a 
personal take on the culture, social 
history and development of the 
city’s different neighbourhoods. 

The series of free walking tours 
was initiated in May 2017 by 
the Johannesburg Development 
Agency (JDA) in partnership with 
local community activists, tourism 
entrepreneurs, walking tour 
operators, and the Johannesburg 
Heritage Foundation. The project is 
supported by Joburg Photowalkers, 
Johannesburg In Your Pocket 
City Guide and Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Windybrow Arts 
Centre. 

Watch Buzz for details of the date 
of the next tour that will take place 
from the Windybrow Arts Centre. 

#MoreThanATheatre

ARTS CENTRE

7



By all accounts, the inaugural 
Arts Incubator’s Trade Fair held 
at the Market Theatre last week 
was hailed as an outstanding 
success by participants, presenters, 
audiences and Monica Newton, 
the Deputy-Director General for 
the Department of Arts & Culture.  

Speaking at the closing ceremony 
of the Trade Fair, Monica Newton 
(Images top right) received a 
rousing applause when she 
offered the Department of Arts & 
Culture’s continued support for the 
pioneering event.

“In this week you have shown 
what is possible”, she said to the 
audience following hot on the 
heels of John Kani, the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Special 
Ambassador who from the podium 

made a passionate plea to the 
Department of Arts & Culture to 
continue its investment in creating 
increased opportunities for 
emerging artists (Images top left).
 
“This has been a week of 
inspiration, sharing, learning and 
an opportunity to discover that the 
five Performing Arts Institutions 
---- Artscape, Playhouse, PACOFS, 
the State Theatre and the Market 
Theatre incorporating the 
Windybrow Centre for the Arts ---  
hold an immense power to shape 
the way for artistic practice and 
the pathways that can be created 
for emerging and young artists to 
be fast-tracked in our complex arts 
economy’, said Ismail Mahomed, 
the CEO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

“This inaugural Arts Incubators 
Arts Fair which we hope is the 
beginning of bigger and more 
collaborations between South 
Africa’s cultural institutions would 
not have been made possible 
if it wasn’t for the enthusiastic 
buy-in that we received from the 
leadership and managements of 
of our partner institutions. I trust 
that the artistic bonds that we have 
forged this week will be the seeds 
for a forest to grow”, he said to a 
massive applause.

See page 34 for a full list of the 
winners at the inaugural Arts 
Incubators’ Trade Fair.

ARTS INCUBAToR 
TRAdE FAIR HAIlEd 
A SUCCESS
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In just a few days theatre 
practioners, theatre lovers and 
technicians will descend on 
Grahamstown for the annual 
National Arts Festival from 29 
June – 09 July 2017. The Market 
Theatre will be out in full force with 
four strong and thought-provoking 
productions that go across the 
Main, Student Festival and Fringe 
programmes.

Students of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory will perform on 
both the Student and the Fringe 

programme when they premiere 
their two productions Hani and 
Pop iCherri to audiences in the 
Eastern Cape. Market Theatre 
alumnus, Monageng Motshabi 
is the 2017 Standard Bank Young 
Artist. He will premiere his play, 
Ankobia, at the Festival prior to its 
season at the Market Theatre.

The winner of the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s 2016 Zwakala Theatre 
Festival and receipients of  3 Naledi 
Awards, TAU, will be staged on the 
Fringe Festival. 

All RoAdS lEAd To 

gRAHAMSTowN
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ANKoBIA
Dates and times:
7 July at 20:00
8 July at 14:00 and 20:00
9 July at 12:00

Venue: 
Rhodes Box Theatre

The 2017 Standard Bank Young 
Artist for Theatre, Monageng 
Vice Motshabi, will premiere 
Ankobia on the Festival’s main 
programme. He set his play in th 
futuristic land of Pelodikgadile 
where it is forbidden to 
remember anything that 
happened before the new state 
was formed. Motshabi’s political 
allegory will have a season at the 
Market Theatre after its premiere 
at the National Arts Festival. 

pop 
ICHERRI
Dates and times: 
04 July at 10:00
05 July at 20:30
06 July at 14:30

Venue: St Andres Hall 

In Pop iCherri presented on the 
Student Theatre Festival, love, 
lust, beliefs and perceptions, 
emotion and devotion, religion 
and culture all come crashing 
together in the Market Theatre 
Laboratory production. This 
devised play explores themes 
about virginity.
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HANI
Dates and Times: 
30 June at 10:00
01 July at 14:00
02 July at 16:00

Venue: 
The gymnasium

Presented on the Fringe 
programme, Hani, devised and 
directed by Leila Henriques is 
inspired by the hit American 
musical Hamilton. Amidst the 
current political challenges in 
South Africa, Hani is told through 
hip-hop, rap, ballad and high-
powered energetic dances, the 
contemporary production is an 
inspiring story about the life and 
times of assassinated political 
leader, Chris Hani.

TAU
Dates and Times: 
29 June at 16h00 
30 June at 18h00 
01 July at 12h00 
02 July at 20h00 
03 July at 20h30 
06 July at 12h00 
07 July at 1400 

Venue: 
Drill Hall 

 “It’s the brilliance of the staging, 
the courage of conviction and 
the telling of a story that holds 
tightly on to its authenticity 
which leaves you almost 
breathless, while watching 
a company so young in this 
winning production of recent 
Zwakala Festival. It’s going to be 
fascinating to watch this young 
dynamic theatre couple (director 
Rammala and Matsunyane) 
develop. Already they’re 
ambitious yet heart-stopping. 
Watch them develop and find 
their dramatic niche which 
should be a  huge drawcard 
for young audiences, while 
invigorating, those more mature 
with courage.”

- Diane de Beer 
(The Star Tonight)

Make booking for your visits to the 
Market Theatre so much easier. 
With one glance at the table 
below you can now see the start 
and end date for each production 

season. For more details about 
the productions visit the Market 
Theatre Foundation website www.
markettheatre.co.za

All bookings can be made directly 
at www.webtickets.co.za

For block bookings call Anthony 
Ezeoke at 011 832 1641

oN STAgE AT THE 
MARKET THEATRE … 

http://markettheatre.co.za/
http://www.webtickets.co.za/
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karel se oupa
It Is a play that wIll tug at the 
heartstrIngs!
Venue
Barney Simon 
Dates
9 June - 2 July 2017
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

“It is rare for the ingredients of 
a play, the technique and the 
outcome to resonate with such a 
sense of shattering potency that 
it touches you at the core, from 
beginning to end and doesn’t let 
go. Karel se Oupa is a new play by 
the creative team that produced 
the inimitable Dop, early this year 
and a kind of kitchen sink drama in 
Afrikaans, it’s easily the play of the 
year – so far.”

- Robyn Sassen
(Theatre critic & arts writer)

# KarelSeOupa

the InconVenIence 
of wIngs
an exploratIon of Mental Illness

Venue
Mannie Manim
Dates
15 June - 16 July 2017
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

This multi-award-winning play 
scooped the boards at the annual 
Fleur du Cap Awards. 

Playwright Lara Foot’s passion 
for creating fascinating works 
that challenge societal norms has 
become her artistic signature. 
Foot has given the theatrical 
world a succession of great 
productions that have become 
classics, including Karoo Moose, 
Fishers of Hope, Hear and Now, 
and Tshepang. The Inconvenience 
of Wings is set in a landscape of 
memory and dreams. The talented 
cast comprises of highly acclaimed 
actors Jennifer Steyn, Andrew 
Buckland and Mncedisi Shabangu. 
The production is currently playing 
to a season of rave reviews and 
standing ovations. 

#Wings
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khongolose 
khoMManDIng 
khoMMIssars
(A PLAY READING)
Venue
Ramolao Makhene  
Dates
29 June - 2 July 2017
tIMe
Thu - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Kiri Pink Nob and DiArtsKoNageng, 
in association with The Market 
Theatre Laboratory present  
Khongolose Khommanding 
Khommissars (KKK), an ambitious 
proposition from playwright 
J.Bobs Tshabalala, and an even 
more daring directorial effort by 
Kgomotso “MoMo” Matsunyane. 
stars a brilliant cast of five dynamic 
women. With the Standard Bank 
Young Artist, Monageng Motshabi, 
teaming up with J.Bobs Tshabalala 
as a co-producer, KKK promises 
to be an exciting and interesting 
theatrical experiences.

# KarelSeOupa

chasIng chaIrs
Venue
Barney Simon
Dates
14 July – 06 August 
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 

“Chasing Chairs is a window on the 
relationship of a refined and artistic 
couple poised on the cusp of both 
middle age and a sometimes-
fragile sense of a shifting of the 
previous certainties of their lives 
in a time defined by contestation 
over the validity of perceptions 
of truth or reality” says Sue-Pam 
Grant. Chasing Chairs featuring Chi 
Mhende and Theo Landey, written 
by Sue Pam-Grant and DJ Grant 
and directed by Sue Pam-Grant.
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ankobIa
Venue
Mannie Manim
Dates
21 July - 13 August 2017 
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00

Directed by 2017 Standard Bank 
Young Artist Award winner, 
Monageng Motshabi, Ankobia 
will premiere at the National Arts 
Festival prior to a season at the 
Market Theatre.

In the futuristic land of 
Pelodikgadile, it is forbidden to 
remember anything that happened 
before the new state was formed. 
The voices of those who used to 
fight for land and truth and rights 
have been muted and using an 
invention called a zap machine 
the people’s memories are kept in 
check. The warriors of yesterday 
are shadows of themselves and our 
hero, Xhoi, is among them.

#Ankobia

Left: Monageng Vice Motshabi
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walk thIs way wIth 
skhuMba 
Venue
John Kani 
Dates
26 & 27 July 2017 
tIMe
Wed & Thu 20:10

With the success of his radio 
show, Skhumba steps out of radio 
and takes on a tough Newtown 
audience at the Market Theatre 
for a two-night comedy show with 
some of South Africa’s favourite 
comedians. 
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taMasha on hope 
street  
Venue
Mannie Manim
Dates
25 August - 24 September  2017
tIMe
Thu - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

In Rajesh Gopie’s new play, 
Tamasha on Hope Street Albert, a 
Zimbabwean, is on the run after 
xenophobic attacks. He ends up 
in Chatsworth and gets a job as 
a night watchman. His escape 
to safety seems fulfilled until he 
discovers Payal Payal, a young 
street prostitute. The lives of Albert 
and Payal collide with dramatic 
repercussions. Tamasha on Hope 
Street will be directed by Gopala 
Davies.

If we DIg
Venue
Barney Simon
Dates
5 - 27 August 2017 
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00

Set against the backdrop of student 
uprisings and a complex societal 
landscape If We Dig introduces us 
to some unusual characters who 
lived on the edges of a burgeoning 
mining town, each with unique 
stories of their struggles, dreams 
and challenges, woven together in 
a common humanity.  Inspired by 
the life and work of social historian 
Luli Callinicos, If We Dig, unearths 
real stories of the people who 
created and shaped Johannesburg 
and the country we live in. The 
delicate multi-lingual piece directed 
by Megan Willson is performed by 
Fiona Ramsay and Lesedi Job. 

#IfWeDig

Left: Luli Callinicos

Rajesh Gopie
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when ballet Meets 
jazz
Venue
John Kani
Dates
14 - 17 September 2017 
tIMe
Thu - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00 

When Ballet Meets Jazz is a unique 
collaboration between classical 
and contemporary dancers from 
CuDanSA and Carstens Ireland 
Ballet Studio; and a formidable 
sextet of amazing Jazz musicians. 
The musical repertoire will include 
compositions by Abdullah Ibrahim, 
Bheki Mseleku, Alan Silinga, Andre 
Petersen, Pablo Lapidusas, Leo 
Espinosa and Michael Buble. The 
works presented include, among 
others, some beautiful neo classical 
and contemporary choreography 
to amazing jazz standards as well 
as ballet highlights like the Cygnets 
from Swan Lake, and the ever 
popular The Dying Swan.

My traVellIng bag
Venue
Barney Simon
Dates
9 September - 1 October 2017
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:00 

Internationally celebrated 
storyteller Gcina Mhlophe 
relates amusing tales of her 
travels from her home-town of 
Hammarsdale to places such as 
Port Shepstone, Mount Frere, 
Johannesburg, London, Basel, 
Edinburgh, New York, Japan, 
Canada and even Greenland. 
Her lively performances and 
inspirational messages are an 
absolute gem!

#MyTravellingBag

Left: Gcina Mhlope
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IN JUS’THIS 
A Solo ExHIBITIoN By THE 2016 TIERNEy FEllow CElIMpIlo MAZIBUKo

In Jus’this, a photography 
documentary project confronts 
historic land injustice by examining 
human settlement in South African 
townships particularly in relation 
to post-1994 urban planning 
and township development that 
came in to being as part of the 
Reconstruction and Development 
Programme (RDP). 

Mazibuko’s focus is on 
documenting ‘’development’’ 
in his community, Palm Ridge, 
Katlehong, through subjective 
experiences of human settlement 
and spatial constraints, questioning 
the reach of this housing policy in 
the daily lives of residents 23 years 
later. Celimpilo was mentored 
by renowned South African 
photographer, Cedric Nunn.

In Jus’this is open to the public 
until 26 July 2017 at the Photo 
Workshop Gallery at Market 
Square.

24

Celimpilo Mazibuko speaks at the opening of his exhibition In Jus’this at the Market 
Photo Workshop Gallery, 24 May 2017. Image: © Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

plACEd: 
CoNVERSATIoNS oN THE SITES oF SoUTH AFRICAN pHoTogRApHy ARCHIVES

PLACED is the first in a series 
of public engagements on the 
question of photography archives 
that the Market Photo Workshop 
will be organising over the coming 
months. 

PLACED will convene archivists, 
historians, photographers, curators 
and educators to pose and 
answer questions that confront 
the complexity of decisions for 

an archive to remain, how the 
site which holds a photographic 
archive could effect its citation 
and reading, and the structures, 
both visible and invisible, that 
govern archival mobility, access 
and ownership within an expanded 
field of photography. 

The first in the series of public 
engagements took place on 
14 June at a symposium. The 

presenters included Candice Jansen 
(WiSER), Boitumelo Mofokeng 
and Buyaphi Mdledle (Soweto 
Photo Album), Rangoato Hlasane 
and Malose Malahlela (Keleketla! 
Library) and Linda Chernis and 
Jenny Marsden (GALA: Gay and 
Lesbian Memory in Action). An 
animated panel discussion was 
moderated by art historian and 
curator Same Mdluli.

1. Rangoato Hlasane 
and Malose Malahlela of 
Keleketla! Library present 
on the use of Soth African 
photography archives in 
education. 

2. Candice Jansen presents on 
the family archives of Cedric 
Nunn and Ernest Cole. 

3. Boitumelo Mofokeng, 
Santu Mofokeng and Buyaphi 
Mdledle. 

4. PLACED: conversations 
on the sites of South African 
photography archives. 

Images: 
© Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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ToURS ANd ExCURSIoNS
Market theatre tours : a Magnet for InternatIonal stuDents

Visiting the Market Theatre on 
Saturday 24 June, a group of 
students from the University of 
Michigan is the latest contingent of 

international visitors to explore the 
historical Market Theatre complex 
and the modern new Market 
Square building. 

For arts enthusiasts and drama 
students the guided tours offer 
historical facts and anecdotes 
drawn from the Market Theatre’s 

26

40th anniversary coffee table 
book, 40 Years of Storytelling. 
The 90-minute tour narrated by 
Busi Letwaba, an alumnus of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, takes 
place every Wednesday starting at 
11:00. A maximum of 20 people 
are accommodated in each tour. 
Interested persons are advised to 
book online on 
www.markettheatre.co.za

During each week, Busi surprises her 
tour group with an impromptu short 
performance either by herself or by 
students from the MarketTheatre 
Laboratory. The students from the 
University of Michigan were treated 
to a performance of her poetry. 
For her poem titled Mosadi Wa 
Mankgonthe see page 41.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
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MARKET THEATRE 
pERSoNAlITIES

LESEDI JOB : A WOMAN WITH AMBITION - THE 
2017 SOPHIE MGCINA EMERGING VOICE AWARD 
WINNER.

Market Buzz sat down with singer 
and actress Lesedi Job to catch up 
with her about what fuels the fire 
in her passion for the arts.

 “At an early age I loved singing, 
participating in plays in school and 
doing anything artistic.  My world 
was shifted at the age of 12 when 
I sat with my father and listened 
to jazz music”, says Lesedi as she 
credits her father for encouraging 
her to study the arts.

“I can see you love the arts’, he said 
to her offering her South Africa’s 
diva of song as a role model. 
“Please do me one favour – go 
to school and study the arts like 
Mam Sibongile Khumalo so you 
can diversify your talent”, he said 
to her.

Lesedi started off her tertiary 
studies by enrolling for a course in 
journalism but she was miserable 
until her mother said to her,  
“Lesedi, the Wits School of Art, 
Drama and Music is opening and I 
think you should enrol there”.

The rest became history for the 
young graduate who has since 
ventured into television and live 
theatre.  Even though she has 
dabbled  in television it is theatre 
that really drives her.

“My love for live performance just 
overwhelms my heart. My first 
big professional theatre break 
was starring in The Lion and the 
Jewel’, says the young star who 
has shared the stage with theatre 
heavyweights such as Nthati 
Moshesh, Fezile Mpela and Sello 
Maake ka Ncube.

up close anD personal wIth...
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“I would like to be a global theatre 
practitioner – directing, acting 
and music abroad but be based in 
South African – I will never leave 
my home”, Lesedi says as she talks 
about her dreams and aspirations. 
“It’s important to tell our stories. 
It gives us a sense of identity and 
representation!”, she adds. 

“Now that I have won the Sophie 
Mgcina Best Emerging Voice – I am 
letting the cat out of the bag. One 
of my biggest wishes is to direct a 
brand new South African musical 
and  one day to become the 
Market Theatre’s Artistic Director”  
says Lesedi as she reminisces 
about a six week tour in Torronto 

for directing she went on with the 
Market Theatre’s artistic director, 
James Ngcobo.
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MARKET THEATRE 
pERSoNAlITIES

SIPHO GONxEkA  - PROJECT ASSISTANT AT MARKET PHOTO WORKSHOP

Q: what drives you to wake up 
in the morning and come to 
work? 

a:  life more than anything else! I 
think I have the coolest job as a 
black kid from the hood. More 
reasons to be grateful.

Q:  what do you do when you’re 
not at work?

a I enjoy researching, watching 
moving, playing music super 
loud.

      and taking photographs.
Q: given a chance to change one 

thing in the arts and culture 
industry, what would it be?

a:  More black everything, more 
black curators, trainers, 
photographers, filmmakers, 
just more black everything, you 
know….

Q:  what do you love about 
photography? 

A:  Photography is a beautiful 
medium for storytelling.  I use 
photography to investigate, 
to question my existence 
as a human being. also, I 
understand my identity as a 
black man from the township.

Q: where do you see yourself in 5 
years.

A:  I’ll still be photographing.

up close anD personal wIth...
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Images taken by Sipho Gonxeka



siphiwo Mahala  
Siphiwo Mahala is a prominent novelist, short story writer and is South 
Africa’s leading scholar on the life and literary works of Can Themba. 

Siphiwo Mahala’s books include the novel When A Man Cries, which he 
translated to his native Xhosa language as Yakhal’ Indoda, and African 
Delights, a collection of short stories which includes one of his most 
celebrated works, The Suit Continued, a rejoinder to Can Themba’s The Suit 
- “When I read TheSuit I felt that the story was not completed hence I wrote 
The Suit Continues”.

The House of Truth is Mahala’s first professional play. He is currently pursuing 
doctoral studies at UNISA.  Siphiwo is selected as this week’s Man Crush 
Monday because he mesmerised his audience last week at the birthday 
seminar hosted jointly by the Market Theatre Foundation and UNISA’s College 
for Humanities.

#MCM 
#ManCrushMonday 

MAN CRUSH 
MoNdAyS
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kgomotso ‘MoMo’ Matsunyane  

Theatre practitioner and Wits Alumni, Kgomotso ‘MoMo’ Matsunyane is 
a slave to her craft. She is always working in-between productions. MoMo 
is a South African actress best known for her role as Neli in the SABC1 
mini-series Dream World, an adaptation of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, set in a contemporary South African setting.  She also 
played the role of Heather in Kuyini Ukwazi, an episode of e.tv’s anthology 
series ekasi: Our Stories, in 2010.

She co-directed the Naledi Theatre award winning play, Tau. Catch her at 
the National Arts Festival starring in Ankobia, written by Monageng Vice 
Motshabi & Omphile Molusi and directed by Monageng Vice Motshabi. 
See page 11 in Buzz for details about Ankobia at the National Arts Festival 
and page 19 for its season at the Market Theatre.

#WCW 
#WomanCrushWednesday
#MTL
#BarekeMosadi
#NAF17

woMAN CRUSH 
wEdNESdAyS
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http://e.tv/
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AwARd wINNERS AT 
THE INAUgURAl ARTS 
INCUBAToRS’ TRAdE FAIR 
Celebrated actresses Dorothy-
Ann Gould and Pamela Nomvete 
along with choreographer Lolo 
Mhlangeni were the esteemed 
judges at the inaugural Arts 
Incubators’ Trade Fair. At a vibrant 
Awards Ceremony held on 
Saturday 24 June they announced 
the winners.

best scrIpt:  
Everyone Has It produced by 
Artscape

best DIrector: 
Luthando Mngomezulu for Isithunzi 
produced by the Market Theatre.

best perfoMer (Male):
Dumisani Siziba in Everyone Has It 
produced by Artscape

best perfoMer (feMale):
Boitumelo Mohutsioa and Saree 
van Coppenhagen (joint winners) 
in Steke produced by Pacofs.

best stage Manager: 
Simphiwe Mdi for Gogoa Mamoya 
produced by Pacofs.

best choreography: 
Sandile Mkhize for If the World 
Was Listening produced by the 
Playhouse Company.

best DesIgn: 
Gogoa Mamoya produced by 
Pacofs

best proDuctIon:
Isithunzi produced by the 
Market Theatre

In addition to  the above Awards 
the adjudicators presented the 
following merit certificates to:
• Torsten Rybka (Speaking from 

Experience produced by the 
South African State Theatre)

• Alfred Motlapi (Itsoseng 
produced by the Windybrow 
Arts Centre)

• Debora Pomple and Victor 
Moroe (Gogoa Mamoya 
produced by Pacofs)
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Trade Fair
From IncubaTor To enTrepreneurshIp

Top Left: Best Stage Manager - Gogoa Mamoya
Top Right: Best Female Performer - Steke

Middle Left: Best Production - Isithunzi
Middle Right: Best Script - Everyone Has It

Bottom Left: Special Merit to Speaking From Experience

Images by Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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AMBASSAdoR oF gREECE 
VISITS MARKET THEATRE FoUNdATIoN
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Hosted on Monday 19 June, the inuagral Arts Incubator Trade Fair was a lively event filled 
with performances and inspiring speeches. Guests of honour were the Living Legends, Letta 
Mbulu and Caiphus Semenya. Deputy Director-General, Vusithemba Ndima represented the 
Department of Arts & Culture.

ARTS INCUBAToRS TRAdE FAIR  opENINg & THE 
2017 SopHIE MgCINA EMERgINg VoICE AwARd 

In a series of engagements between the Market Theatre Foundation and potential 
international partnerships the Market Theatre Foundation’s CEO, Ismail Mahomed received 

a high level delegation visit from the Embassy of Greece in South Africa. The Ambassador 
of Greece, Mr Eleftherios Kouvaritakis and his Deputy Head of Mission, Ms Alexandra 

Theodoropoulou were accompanied by actor and writer, Renos Nicos Spanoudes

Watch this space for developments!
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pANEl dISCUSSIoN IN 
CollABoRATIoN wITH UNISA  

On Wednesday the 21 June, the Market Theatre Foundation in partnership with 
Unisa’s College for Humanities hosted a panel discusion to critically reflect on the 
legacy of literary icon, Can Themba and in particular, his popular short story The Suit. 
Panelists were writer Siphiwo Mahala, James Ngcobo (Artistic Director of the Market 
Theatre) and Profesor Puleng Segalo (UNISA’s College for Humanities). The discussion 
was facilitated by poet and cultural activist Natalia Molebatsi.  

On Thursday 20 June, the Market Theatre foyer was buzzing with 
arts journalists and the who’s who of the theatre world for the 

Gauteng premiere of Lara Foot’s award winning production, The 
Inconvenience of Wings. Lara Foot, Mannie Manim and special 

ambassasor for the Market Theatre, John Kani, were among the 
high-brow guests at the opening. 

INCoNVENIENCE oF 
wINgS opENINg
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This  past week  five performing arts institution participated in a 
series of interactive lectures and performances. Supported by the 

Department of Arts & Culture, the six-day event was a mini-festival 
that showcased nine plays that have been incubated, developed and 
promoted by the country’s State funded performing arts institutions:  

Artscape, the Playhouse Theatre, Pacofs, The  South African State 
Theatre and the Market Theatre Foundation.

The cream of South Africa’s talent - Dorothy Ann Gould, Pamela 
Nomvete, Khayelihle Dom Gumede and Luyanda Sidiya - lead the 

pack of industry professionals who shared their knowledge, skills and 
expertise with the participants at the Arts Incubators’ Trade Fair.

THE INAUgURAl ARTS 
INCUBAToRS’ TRAId FARE:
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My black is beautiful

Strong courageous and Powerful beyond the simple imagination

Ke Mosadi wa Mankgonthe

Ke mosadi wa nnte

Yes, I may not have a deep vibrating Voice

But I am strong from the inside

Yes, I may not hold the mountains when they collide, 

But I can create for those who can.

Ke ngwana Mo Africa

I pay tribute to you Mama

For making me the Woman that I am today

Beautiful, Brave courageous and strong. 

Yes I am black, Darker than the most

But in my blackness I boast. 

Boasting of my own? No 

But boasting of the qualities which he, my God has given me. 

Beautiful Black Woman, 

Mosadi wa Mankgonthe. 

MoSAdI wA 
MANKgoNTHE

(A poEM  By BUSI lETwABA) 
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FoUNdATIoN

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lillian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

Market Square 
directionS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lillian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right. 

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage. 

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

