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Editor’s Note

Black History Month with the US Embassy and Market Theatre.
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

O

ver the past three years the Market
Theatre’s Black History Month
offering in February has generated
great interest. Directed each year
with passion by the Market Theatre’s artistic
director, James Ngcobo and supported by the
US Embassy, audiences have been inspired by
the work of African-American playwrights who
sharpen the spotlight on narratives about the
African-American experience.
Past offerings have included Lorraine
Hansberry’s Raisin’ in the Sun (2016) and The
Meeting (2017). This year, the Market Theatre

presents the South African premiere of Kemp
Powers’ play, One Night in Miami.
This week’s issue of BUZZ focuses on the
Market Theatre Foundation’s partnership with
the US Embassy.
February is also the month of love. We join in
this popular celebration and offer some exciting
Valentine packages to those who have been
struck by Cupid’s bow and want to spend their
time together at the Market Theatre.
Enjoy this week’s offering of BUZZ
12 February - 17 February 2018

5

A Raisin’ in the Sun

The Meeting

One Night in Miami...

Black History Month
A Time for Reflection and Affirmation
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi, Ismail Mahomed & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

6
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B

lack History Month is an annual
observance in the United States,
Canada and United Kingdom for the
remembrance of important people
and events in the history of the African diaspora.
The Market Theatre, with its high quality and
inspiring productions, is South Africa’s leading
performing arts institution joining the global
community in the annual Black History Month
observances.

Featuring a top crop of actors billing David
Johnson, Richard Lukunku, Lemogang Tsipa,
Seneliso Dladla and Sipho Zakwe, One Night
in Miami delivers a dramatic punch to the last
line.
One Night in Miami is produced at the
Market Theatre with support from the US
Embassy.

“The US Embassy has played a pivotal role
The 2018 Black History Month offering One
with a generous grant that has assisted the
Night in Miami written by Kemp Powers and
Market Theatre to stage this masterpiece.
directed by James Ngcobo has its South African
The Market Theatre Foundation values this
premiere at the Market Theatre. First seen in
long partnership that has showcased the US
Los Angeles in 2013, One Night
Embassy’s commitment to bring
in Miami is a critical reflection on
outstanding plays by American
different aspects of black power
"The US Embassy playwrights to South African
and historic issues that remain as has played a pivotal audiences”, says Zama Buthelezi,
relevant as ever.
Brand & Communications
role with a generous the
Manager at the Market Theatre
that
has Foundation.
This poignant piece of theatre grant
based on the fictional retelling of assisted the Market
a night shared by men who have Theatre to stage
“Black History Month is also
left such visible footprints on their this masterpiece.”
a learning platform for young
chosen careers is a triumphant
people to experience and
- Zama Buthelezi understand the past which is
night of shared histories and of
friendship when four iconic black
crucial for any future reconciliation.
men share laughter, in-depth
As South Africa grapples with
conversation and brotherhood. They gather
issues of racial inequalities amid unrest there
to party but find themselves engulfed in a
is much that can be learned from the many
rancorous debate that will evoke the dreams
similarities between the histories of the African
and aspiration of the past and will challenge
American people and Black people in South
audiences to look at the inequalities of the
Africa”, she adds.
present.
One Night in Miami is staged in the John
One of the men is a delighted Cassius Clay,
Kani Theatre at the Market Theatre. The
newly crowned world heavyweight champion
season will run until Sunday 25 February.
who is about to convert to Islam and become
Previous Black History Month productions --Muhammad Ali. He is joined by the superstar
Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin’ in the Sun and
soul singer, Sam Cooke and Jim Brown, one of
Jeff Stetson’s The Meeting --- played to sold
the greatest American football players anxious
out audiences. Avoid disappointment - BOOK
to launch his movie career and finally Malcom
NOW`!
X, a feisty political icon who was at odds with
the Nation of Islam.

12 February - 17 February 2018
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Four Iconic Men take centre
stage at the Market Theatre
Malcom X, Muhammad Ali, Sam Cooke and Jim Brown and their appearance in
One Night in Miami
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi, Ismail Mahomed & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

O

ne Night in Miami, written by
American
playwright
Kemp
Powers, tells the imagined
narrative of the actual meeting
between Malcolm X, Muhammad Ali (still
called Cassius Clay that night), music legend
Sam Cooke “A Change Is Gonna Come”, and
American football Hall of Famer Jim Brown in
a hotel following Ali’s victory over Sonny Liston
for boxing’s World Heavyweight Championship
in 1964.
These men, among “the greatest of all time,”
were icons to many in America, and each would
change America in their own unique style.
Indeed, the influence of Muhammad Ali and
Malcolm X would be felt around the world, with
fellow boxer and President Nelson Mandela
calling Ali a “hero,” and “inspiration, even in
prison.” Ali returned the admiration, personally
presenting the first copy of his autobiography
to Mandela.
Chargé d’Affaires Jessye Lapenn, of the US
Embassy in Pretoria referenced that mutual

8
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admiration when she said, “We are delighted
to partner with the Market Theatre once again
this year – a particularly poignant year during
which Americans will join South Africans and
people around the world to honour the legacy
of Nelson Mandela by commemorating his
centenary – to bring you One Night in Miami...
I hope audiences not only enjoy this stellar
performance directed by the incomparable
James Ngcobo, but also imagine the internal
struggles each man faced as he confronted the
challenges and responsibilities of personal fame,
and how to harness his talents to end inequality
and injustice in America. Their internal conflicts
were real and reverberate through society still
today.
We hope this play, set amidst the American
Civil Rights Movement, fosters conversations
about the achievements of the past, the
challenges of the present, and how to ensure
equality and justice for all. We congratulate
and thank the Market Theatre for yet another
thought-provoking, dramatic performance to
commemorate Black History Month 2018.”

12 February - 17 February 2018
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Playwright Kemp Powers
A writer who fulfilled an obligation
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi, Ismail Mahomed & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

W

hen One Night in Miami
premiered at the Donmar
Theatre
(UK),
playwright
Kemp Powrs shared some
of his thoughts in a blog on Broadway World
UK. Powers asked, “How does one put words
into the mouths of titans? It was something
I struggled with mightily as I was writing One
Night in Miami... At times, I regretted even
taking on the challenge of trying to speak in the
voices of Muhammad Ali, Sam Cooke, Malcolm
X and Jim Brown. But the importance of the
special friendship between those men left me
with a feeling of obligation to see my attempt
through to fruition”.
One Night in Miami won a 2017 Olivier
nominee for Best New Play, three Los Angeles

10
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Drama Critics Circle awards, four NAACP
Theatre awards, LA Weekly Theater award),
Little Black Shadows (South Coast Repertory),
Christa McAuliffe’s Eyes Were Blue (Denver
Center New Play Summit) and The Two Reds
(The Ground Floor at Berkeley Repertory).
Kemp Powers’s work has been developed at
Denver Center Theatre Company, South Coast
Repertory, Berkeley Repertory Theatre and the
Classical Theatre of Harlem. In television and
film, he was most recently a writer on the debut
season of Star Trek: Discovery (CBS All Access/
Netflix). He has toured nationally as a storyteller
for the Peabody Award-winning series, The
Moth, and was one of the 50 storytellers
selected for publication in the New York Times.

12 February - 17 February 2018
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Economy and Equality Plays
Vital Role in Rebuilding of a
Society
A message from US Embassy
- Jessye Lapenn (Chargé d’Affaires)
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F

or South Africa and the United States,
2018 is a year of commemoration and
renewed commitment to the principles
of political and economic justice,
equality, and the need to respect and cherish
the inherent human dignity of all people. This
year, the U.S. Embassy joins South Africa – and
the world – in commemorating the Centenary
of Nelson Mandela’s birth and celebrating his
profound, enduring legacy. Sadly, we also
mark the 50th anniversary of the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., whose dedication
to justice and equality, like President Mandela’s,
reminds us of the unfinished project of political
and economic inclusivity we must endeavour
to complete.
It is with this “unfinished project”
in mind that the U.S. Embassy
partners with the Market Theatre
to support performances that not
only delight and move audiences,
but also spark dialogue about
prejudice, political and social
exclusion, and civil rights. These
are issues critical to both our
countries, and issues that the
arts are uniquely positioned to
explore.

Ketekang, which celebrated South Africa’s
20 years of democracy, and 2015’s I Almost
Remember – Maya Angelou Tribute, a
performance piece using spoken word, song,
and dance that brought to life the poet’s
struggles and achievements.
Several of these productions have taken place
during the month of February to commemorate
Black History Month in the United States,
creating an opportunity to recognize the
contributions of African Americans since our
country’s beginnings and honour those who
made sacrifices in service of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s dream of a day “when people will not
be judged by the color of their skin, but by the
content of their character.”

"We are proud to
support this year’s
Market Theatre
Black History Month
production
of
American playwright
Kemp
Powers’
play One Night in
Miami...”

We are proud to support this
year’s Market Theatre Black
History Month production of
American
playwright
Kemp
Powers’ play One Night in Miami,
which tells a fictional story of an
actual meeting between Malcolm
X, Muhammad Ali (still Cassius
Clay at the time of the meeting),
music legend Sam Cooke, and
football great Jim Brown in a hotel
- Jessye Lapenn following Ali’s victory over Sonny
In the past six years alone,
Liston for the World Heavyweight
through a series of grants totaling more than
Boxing Championship in 1964. These men
R3 million, the U.S. Embassy has supported
were already icons to many in the United
the Market Theatre’s productions of plays
States and each would have a lasting impact
including The Mountain Top, a fictional account
on American society. Indeed, the influence of
of Dr. King’s last night before his assassination;
Ali and Malcolm X would be felt around the
A Raisin in the Sun, by pioneering Africanworld.
American playwright Lorraine Hansberry
capturing the everyday lives, struggles,
Enjoy the South African premiere of One
and aspirations of a working-class family on
Night in Miami! As the play moves and excites
Chicago’s South Side; and The Meeting, which
audiences here, I hope it also opens new ways
imagines a conversation between civil rights
for Americans and South Africans to discuss and
icons Malcolm X and Martin Luther King.
reflect on our respective and shared histories.
These grants have also allowed for Market
Theatre’s esteemed Artistic Director, James
Ngcobo, to create new works, like 2014’s

Jessye Lapenn
Chargé d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy Pretoria
February, 2018

12 February - 17 February 2018
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible
pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a
formidable leader in the art of pARTnership brokering.
This week’s Buzz focuses on the US Embassy.
- Ismail Mahomed

W

ith the support of the U S
Embassy the Market Theatre
presents iconic works of
African-American playwrights
and new South African works that resonate
strongly with both the African-American and
South African experience. Over the past three
years, the US Embassy has supported the
Market Theatre Foundation to present a Black
History Month production during February.
The Market Theatre has also collaborated

14

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 12

with the US Embassy to create a performance
piece to celebrate the intersection of the 50th
anniversary of the Civil Rights Act and the 20th
anniversary of South Africa’s constitutional
democracy in 2014. The Embassy also funded
the Market Theatre’s special tribute to the late
Maya Angelou.

MARKET BUZZ now has ad space.
Contact Ryan Lloyd for more information
ryanl@markettheatre.co.za
081 480 4178/011 832 1641
12 February - 17 February 2018
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Archiving the Market
Theatre
In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists, patrons
and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This week,
Archiving the Market Theatre calls on James Ngcobo, Artistic Director at the
Market Theatre Foundation to share his memories.
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
16
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“From the day I started working as Artistic
Director at the Market Theatre I knew straight
away that one of the visibilities I was adamant
to see happening at the Market Theatre with
each installation was “Black History Month”.

echo that era of resilience and picked up a
piece that touches on four very prominent men
in Miami after a night of triumph as Cassius Clay
becomes the youngest heavy weight champion
at the tender age of 22 .

This was another way for us to articulate the
fact that we have an obsession with stories from
everywhere, stories about everyone, stories
about humanity.

The play offers our patrons more than just
the fight and the victory as these men share
this night of the 25th of February 1964 much
unpacked during this volatile conversation. It is
at the height of the struggle for emancipation
and these men who have tasted success in
their chosen fields are still having to deal with a
country that does not see them as human and
they have no choice but to constantly question
their contribution to the collective aspirations of
their people .

Through our commitment to Black History
Month the Market Theatre has in the last five
years staged pieces like, The Colored Museum
by George C. Woolf with music composed by
Hugh Masekela.
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hainsberry
which led to our invitation to Georgetown
University in Washington DC as part of World
Theatre Day .
We were one of the four
theatres in the world who were
given permission by the Lorraine
Hainsberry Trust to stage this
timeless piece about poverty,
hope and new beginnings.
I Almost Remember this was
a tribute to Maya Angelou:
A a piece that focused on this
wordsmith’s journey from the
Civil Rights Movement era to the
year in which she died .

Every day they were confronted by the reality
that they live in a country that is not willing to
walk away from its oppressive laws and the
acceptance that even if the laws
changed tomorrow , the attitudes
delighted of the people will take a very long
fact that time to evolve.

“I am so
with the
February is a month
that speaks so much
to the bravery in
curating that we
keep talking about
all the time”

All these works have been
made possible by the outstanding
and generous support from the
Embassy of the United States .

Former Ambassador Patrick
Gaspard was committed to
helping the Market Theatre with
staging these works.

- James Ngcobo

We were looking at how her poetry always
focused on the plight of humanity around the
world, her passion that saw her giving a voice
to biographies that have always been silenced .

I am so delighted with the fact that February
is a month that speaks so much to the bravery
in curating that we keep talking about all the
time.

Ketekang a piece that linked South Africa and
the United States .The focus was on the year
2014 which saw us celebrating the 20 years of
our democracy and looking at 50 years since
the signing of the Civil Rights Act in 1964.

This is a window where we allow ourselves
to consciously link with narratives from the
diaspora, to challenge actors to immerse
themselves in these stories, to get them to
play these characters that are removed from
their immediate environment and yet driven
by universal themes that are witnessed by
our audiences as the story unfolds. To clearly
articulate that we are a theatre that is driven by
a belief that diversity is what makes our spaces
exciting and that is a vision we are completely
committed to.”

The Meeting by Jeff Stetson about a fictional
meeting between Malcolm X and Dr Martin
Luther King Jr., four days before Malcom X is
shot in New York. It is always exciting to see
such public figures in a private space.
2018 is fifty years since the assassination of
Dr King; we again looked at a work that would

- James Ngcobo
12 February - 17 February 2018
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At the Exclusive Books PanAfrican Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow
Arts Centre, offers a collection of literature written by authors from the African
diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.This week, BUZZ features a collection of books to
compliment the Market Theatre Foundation’s Black History Month programme.
.
- Yusrah Bardien

18
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Black Boy

Richard Wright

Black Boy is a classic American autobiography, a
subtly-crafted narrative of Richard Wright’s journey
from innocence to experience in the Jim Crow
South. An enduring story of one young man’s
coming of age during a particular time and place,
it is a seminal text about what it means to be a
man, black and Southern in America.

The Fire This Time
Edit by Jesmyn Ward

National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward
uses James Baldwin’s 1963 examination of race
in America, The Fire Next Time as a jumping off
point for this ground-breaking collection of essays
and poems about race.

The Measure of a Man:
A Spriritual Autobiography

Sidney Poitier

In this beautifully written, candid memoir,
legendary actor Sidney Poitier reveals the spiritual
depth, passion and intellectual fervour that has
driven his remarkable life. He credits his childhood
of poverty in the Bahamas for equipping him
with the unflinching sense of self-worth, family
values and strong ethics that he has never since
surrenderedfree man and a slave.

12 February - 17 February 2018
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Photo Credit: The full cast at Harold Cressy High School (1977) of Brecht’s play, The Caucasian Chalk Circle, directed by
John Badenhorst – Matric student Mike Van Graan in the second row from the bottom, second from the left.

Hiroshima Prize for
Playwright Mike van Graan
A Time for Reflection and Affirmation
- Ismail Mahomed

20
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L

eading contemporary South African
playwright Mike van Graan’s play
Another One’s Bread ended with
a special reception at the Embassy
of Sweden where he was honoured for being
announced as the 2017 winner of the Hiroshima
Prize. Mike van Graan is a dedicated and widely
recognized playwright whose plays address the
social and political issues of the post-apartheid
South Africa.
The Hiroshima Prize, presented by the Edita
and Ira Morris Foundation for Peace and Culture,
recognized Mike van Graan’s struggle against
apartheid, his contributions for bringing peace
and understanding in the post-apartheid South
Africa, and not least his important studies of
the interface between culture and peace in
contemporary Africa.
The Edita and Ira Morris Foundation was
established 1989 in the honour of the Swedish
author and peace activist Edita Morris (19021988), vividly committed to the peace movement

and specifically famous for portraying the
disastrous aftermath of the atomic bombs in
Japan. The aim of the Hiroshima Award is to
support and acknowledge those who continue
the struggle for peace in the spirit of Edita
Morris.
Mike van Graan is the third South African to
receive this prestigious award. Previous South
African winners are Antjie Krog and Honourary
Patron of the Market Theatre Foundaton, Dr
John Kani.
At the closing of Another One’s Bread on
Sunday 4 February, the Market Theatre hosted
a public discussion with Mike and his longtime colleagues, playwright Maishe Maponya,
Wits Theatre director Gita Pather, and theatre
director and academic Greg Homann, along
with Christina Bjork, representing the Hiroshima
Award.
Here is a trip down memory lane of Mike’s
long-time collaborations with Market Theatre:

August / September 1991 - The Dogs Must Be Crazy

August / September 1992- Some of our Best Friends are Cultural Workers
July / August 2005 - Hostile Takeover – (Directed by Malcolm Purkey)

July 2004 Market Theatre Laboratory and Jan/Feb 2005 Market Theatre - Green Man Flashing
– (with James Ngcobo as a performer)
May 2009 - Brothers in Blood Market Theatre, Director Greg Homann

October 2006 - Some Mother’s Sons
Nov/Dec 2007 - Bafana Republic 1

January 2016 - When Swallows Cry
January 2018 – Another One’s Bread
BAFANA REPUBLIC 3
Penalty Shootout

presents

Directed by
Mandla Mbothwe

By
Mike van Graan

Bafana Republic 1: Winner, SA Comedy Awards,
Best One-Person Show, 2007
Bafana Republic 2: Extra time: Winner, SA Comedy Awards,
Best One-Person Show, 2008

BAXTER STUDIO 2-27 June
2009

When Swallows Cry
©SuzyBernsteinDSC_6051
12 February - 17 February 2018
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Mahomed Speaks at
Apartheid Museum
Extracts from Market Theatre Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed’s speech at the
Apartheid Museum on 9 February
- Ismail Mahomed

O

n Friday 9 February, Market
Theatre CEO, Ismail Mahomed,
was invited to speak about
“Struggle Theatre” at the
Apartheid Museum. The following are extracts
from his speech:

replicates itself on digital media. It gets
shared hundreds of times. Political art on
our computers and mobile telephones is
a reminder to us that we cannot continue
living without being cognisant of how the
world around us unfolds.”

• “There is nothing unusual about Section
16 of the South African Constitution which
guarantees all South Africans Freedom
of Expression and Freedom of Creativity.
Making political art should be a natural
part of living in a democracy.”

• It is from the conservation of our memories
and in the retelling of our stories in
places like the Apartheid Museum and
in our theatres and galleries that we can
remember and celebrate the integrity of
our struggles; but it must also be in these
very places that our consciousness must
be awakened that those now in power
have betrayed us and spat on the blood
of those who have fallen during our
struggles.”

• “Those defiant songs and poems inspired
us with strength and hope; and at the same
time it made our tormentors experience a
sense of weakness and shame.”
• “In an age of digital media it is impossible
to silence political art or the political artist
no matter how strong and repressive the
calls for censorship may be. Political art

22
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• It is through the accumulation and the
curation of our memories that we can find
the strength to fight on and to endow to
our children a country in which they will not
repeat any of the mistakes of the past.”

12 February - 17 February 2018
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Total SA Supports
Photographic Partnership
A Market Photo Whorksop partnership with Sibikwa Arts Centre
- Mika Conradie

O

n Wednesday 07 February, the
Market Photo Workshop and
Sibikwa Arts Centre signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
to launch anew collaboration. Sponsored
by Total SA, the Sibikwa Total Photography
Training Project is a ten-week introduction to
photography course for aspiring photographers.
Targeted specifically at out-of-school-outof-work youths between the ages of 18 and
26, the training project based in Benoni will
give eight participants the opportunity to gain
the basic technical and visual literacy skills

24
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of digital photography. The course will also
focus on training the photographers on how to
photograph for theatre performances.
Participants will be trained in developing
their own stories and conceptualizing them
for photographic projects in and around
their communities. All eight participants will
be assisted with compiling and finalizing a
photography portfolio and receive helpful
information on how to build on earlier skills and
topics of relevance for their future careers.

MARKET BUZZ now has ad space.
Contact Ryan Lloyd for more information
ryanl@markettheatre.co.za
081 480 4178/011 832 1641
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National Theatre Live at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre
Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory’s
screenings of National Theatre Live
films have been so popular since
the series was launched at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year.

26
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The programme of screenings for the first
semester of this year has been announced as
following:

Peter Pan

All children, except one, grow up…
Captured live at the National Theatre,
a recorded performance of JM Barrie’s
much-loved tale screens in cinemas. When Peter
Pan, leader of the Lost Boys, loses his shadow,
headstrong Wendy helps him to reattach it. In
return, she is invited to Neverland, where Tinker
Bell the fairy, Tiger Lily and the vengeful Captain
Hook await. A riot of magic, music and makebelieve ensues. A delight for children and adults
alike, Sally Cookson (NT Live: Jane Eyre) directs
this wondrously inventive production, a coproduction with Bristol Old Vic theatre.

Date:
Time:

Tuesday 20 February
11h00

Young Marx
Rory Kinnear (The Threepenny Opera, Penny
Dreadful, Othello) is Marx and Oliver Chris (Twelfth
Night, Green Wing) is Engels, in this new comedy
written by Richard Bean and Clive Coleman.
Broadcast live from The Bridge Theatre, London,
the production is directed by, Nicholas Hytner, and
reunites the creative team behind Broadway and
West End hit comedy One Man, Two Guvnors. 1850,
and Europe’s most feared terrorist is hiding in Dean
Street, Soho. Broke, restless, and horny, the thirtytwo-year-old revolutionary is a frothing combination
of intellectual brilliance, invective, satiric wit, and
child-like emotional illiteracy. Creditors, spies, rival
revolutionary factions, and prospective seducers of
his beautiful wife all circle like vultures. His writing
blocked, his marriage dying, his friend Engels in
despair at his wasted genius, his only hope is a job
on the railway. But there’s still no one in the capital
who can show you a better night on the piss than
Karl Heinrich Marx.

Date:
Time:

Friday 2 March
13h00

Follies
Stephen Sondheim’s legendary musical is staged
for the first time at the National Theatre and
broadcast live to cinemas. New York, 1971. There’s
a party on the stage of the Weismann Theatre.

Tomorrow the iconic building will be demolished.
Thirty years after their final performance, the Follies
girls gather to have a few drinks, sing a few songs,
and lie about themselves. Tracie Bennett, Janie
Dee, and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent
Follies in this dazzling new production. Featuring a
cast of 37 and an orchestra of 21, it’s directed by
Dominic Cooke (The Comedy of Errors). Winner
of Academy, Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards,
Sondheim’s previous work includes A Little Night
Music, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park with
George. Please note this broadcast does not have
an interval. Please note that this performance of
Follies includes strobe lighting.

Date:
Time:

Thursday 26 April
13h00

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Tennessee
Williams’
twentieth
century
masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly
limited season in London’s West End in 2017.
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside,
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s
birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to
destroy their marriage. With the future of the
family at stake, which version of the truth is real –
and which will win out? Please note that the stage
production has an age guidance of 15 and over.
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production
photography Johan Person.

Date:
Time:

Friday18 May
13h00

Macbeth
Shakespeare’s most intense and terrifying tragedy,
directed by Rufus Norris (The Threepenny Opera,
London Road), will see Rory Kinnear (Young Marx,
Othello) and Anne-Marie Duff (Oil, Suffragette)
return to the National Theatre to play Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth.

Date:
Time:

Friday 27 July
13h00

12 February - 17 February 2018
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An African Place for
Dialogue & Exchanges
Gets Grounded
New Windybrow Arts Centre Head, Keitu Gwangwa takes the
Windybrow Arts Centre to new heights
- Mika Conradie

28
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W

ith Keitu Gwangwa at the helm
of the refurbished 121-year
old Heritage House at the
Windybrow Arts Centre a new
journey has commenced to transform it into a
dynamic arts and culture centre that will provide
a new impetus to Johannesburg’s artistic and
cultural landscape. The Windybrow Art Centre
will focus on building a creative economy and
producing world-class Pan African productions,
exhibitions and talent.
A special focus for the Centre will be an
engagement with young people to build future
audiences and artists who are comfortable
with their African identity and the multitude of
cultural experiences that they can draw from
the continent.
“The Centre will create
collaborative initiatives with a
range of stakeholders to offer
youth a space that will be funky
enough for people to engage
with each other a whole new
level” said Keitu Gwangwa, Head
of the Windybrow Arts Centre.

alumni from the Market Theatre Laboratory.
The company of six theatremakers will create
productions and provide drama classes for
youth in Hillbrow.
Dance programmes were introduced at the
Windybrow Arts Centre as a pilot project
during 2017. The classes became so popular
and a roundtable held with leading dance
organisations in Johannesburg has resulted in
a programme that will provide a talent pool for
these organisations.
The Windybrow Arts Centre will also offer
guitar classes led by Bheki Khoza and Daniel
Hutchinson. A Marimba Band formed last year
will continue to use the space to rehearse and
provide musical entertainment at social events
held at the Centre.

A collaboration with Nal’ibali,
a national reading campaign,
will spark children’s potential
through storytelling and reading.
Nal’ibali operates in six provinces
nationwide in partnership with the
Department of Basic Education.
Their reading clubs are safe,
Committed
to
drawing
informal spaces where children
Hillbrow’s diasporic community
can freely engage with books and
into
programmes
at
the
stories. The project will focus on
Windybrow Arts Centre, Keitu
books from the Exclusive Books
is also passionate about creating
Pan-African Reading Rooms at
- Ismail Mahomed the Windybrow Arts Centre.
platforms for exchanges and
dialogues at the Centre that
Nal’ibali will also provide a
will bring South African artists and migrant
dedicated “Story Sparker” who will co-ordinate
communities together.
reading programmes at the Centre.

"Under
the
leadership of Keitu
Gwangwa, cultural
enthusiasts
in
Johannesburg can
expect a cultural
experience that will
be uniquely-African
and
globallyconnected”

“Art can reach past language barriers and
hit the core of a matter with most impact
when executed effectively. The challenge is
portraying all parties fairly in a non-biased
fashion” she says.

Authors whose book are at the Exclusive
Books Pan-African Reading Rooms will be
invited to participate in a series of events
centred around them signing their books and
discussing their writings.

Curating programmes at the Windybrow
Arts Centre will require a number of influential
and valuable partnerships and a tapping into
the collective networks, resources and skills
that the Market Theatre Foundation has built
over the past four decades.

“In less than a month since taking office, the
visionary Head of the Windybrow Arts Centre
has reinforced partnerships that will deliver
a structured and stimulating programme at
the Centre. Under the leadership of Keitu
Gwangwa, cultural enthusiasts in Johannesburg
can expect a cultural experience that will be
uniquely-African and globally-connected”,
said Ismail Mahomed, Chief Executive Officer
of the Market Theatre Foundation.

An anchor project at the Windybrow Arts
Centre will be the newly-launched drama
company that will support the careers of
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Market Theatre Tours
Busi Letwaba takes visitors from the Imbali Visual Literacy organisation on a tour
through the Market Theatre complex.
Weekly tours of the Market Theatre are designed to give visitors historical
information about the iconic 42-year-old theatre complex. Tours are arranged
to meet the needs of the visiting groups. Tours can be booked by calling Busi
Letwaba at 011 832 1641 or by writing to busil@markettheatre.co.za
- Busi Letwaba

O

n Wednesday 7 February, visitors
from the non-profit organisation,
Imbali Visual Literacy Project,
took a trip down the corridors
and backroom areas of the Market Theatre
Foundation.
Imbali uses visual communication to
improve the lives of previously disadvantaged
communities, providing training in arts, crafts
and design, as well as full-time ceramics and
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textile courses which take place at their base
the Bus Factory in Newtown.
Along with the tour of the Market Theatre, the
students from Imbali participated in a theatre
game to create a story using the letters of the
alphabet. The students also had to think of their
characters and a place where their story would
be playing out. The winning team performed a
Shebeen scene to the delight of the group

Market Theatre Tours Turn
One Year Old
A look at the success of the popular Market Theatre tours
- Ismail Mahomed

S

ince launching the Market Theatre tours
last year, the popular weekly event
has brought more than a thousand
people to see what happens behind
the scenes at the Market Theatre Foundation.
“We wanted to enrich our patrons’
experiences by letting them see rehearsals,
attend workshops and listen to the anecdotes
about how this historic institution became
South Africa’s leading cultural institution”, said
Ismail Mahomed, CEO of the Market Theatre.

The tours have welcomed politicians,
celebrities, cultural enthusiasts and students.
Each tour has been specially designed by the
Market Theatre Foundation’s tour guide, Busi
Letwaba, to meet the needs of the visiting
groups.
“Over the past year, Busi has cajoled her
audiences with inspiring anecdotes and drama
games. The spin-off is that many of the oneday visitors have become regular patrons of the
Theatre”, he added.
12 February - 17 February 2018
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©Morris Mohanoe (9)

Up Close And Personal with
Morris Mohanoe
This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on the Market Photo Workshop
course assistant, Morris Mohanoe
Q: What drives you to wake up in the
morning and come to work?
A: Besides my Grandmother waking me up
to watch Sesame Street? But seriously, I have
a very strong work ethic and I am motivated to
meet whatever challenges the day has for me.
I enjoy my work.
Q: What does your job entail?
A: I assist students with their registration
process and I monitor and assist them
with subject queries. I also coordinate the
distribution of equipment and materials
Q: What are your plans for the next 5
years?
A: I’d like to establish a workshop were
young people will engage in photography
discussions and in visual arts. I’d also like to be
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a more established photographer and graphic
designer.
Q: Given a chance to change one thing in
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it
be?
A: It would be to let government increase
the budget that is allocated to arts and culture
activities.
Q: What do you do when you’re not at
work?
A: I love spending time with family. My
family is my first priority. As a photographer I’m
mostly out making pictures and developing
photo essays on weekends, while on other
weekends I work as a junior graphic designer
in my area.
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One Night in Miami...
Personalities
We have a chat with Nthabiseng Makone, Ruchard Lukunku and Seneliso Dladla
from One Night in Miami...
- Lusanda Zokufa Kathilu

Ntabiseng Makone
Costume Designer, Nthabiseng Makone,
studied drama at the Soyikwa Institute of African
Theatre, graduating in 2009. Her career spans
seven years as a costume assistant and designer,
stage manager, actress and make-up artist. She has
designed, coordinated and assisted with costumes
for various productions at the Market Theatre in
2013/2014 including Ketekang, Ukutshona ko
Mendi, Asinamali, The Playroom, Sizwe Banzi is
Dead and Songs of Nongoma. From 2010 to 2012
she worked as a layout designer for The National
Book Week. Other productions she has freelanced
for in film and theatre include What the Water Gave
Me, Poet-o-Type, Ukhamba, Scenes from Soweto,
Jazz of Junious, Ubizane a Place of Gathering,
Maya Angelou, Lepatata, Thula Thula, Songs from
Jazztown, 6 Characters in Search of an Author and
The Meeting.

Richard Lukunku
Lukunku is a South African actor best known for
his starring role as craft market manager Pascal
Etana in the Mzansi Magic telenovela Inkaba, from
2012-2013. He is also known for his starring role
as Detective Phaka on the Mzansi Magic crime
drama series Mshika-shika, in 2012. Richard has
appeared in many television series including The
Mirage of Life, The Quest, Strike Back and Rhythm
City. He has an extensive film resume including
roles in Blink, Night Drive, History of America,
Superhelde, Invisible Children, Skyf the Movie,
Invisible Children, Mister BOB and the miniseries Flight of the Storks. Richard holds a BA in
Live Performance from AFDA. He speaks English,
French, Swahili, Afrikaans, Setswana and Zulu.
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Seneliso Dladla
Award-winning performer, Seneliso ‘Sne’ Dladla
is a quirky and witty comedian, puppeteer and
a musician. His passion for comedy dates to his
student days at Rhodes University, where he made
his stage appearance with the comedy troupe
, Netcaf. Born in KwaZulu-Natal, Seneliso says
he took his parents by surprise when he said he
wanted to study the arts. He has been in theatre
since 2013. His first one-man show was at the
National Arts Festival in 2014 in The Joke’s on You
(for which he won Standard Bank Ovation Award).
He has performed for, and with, Andrew Buckland,
been cast and directed by Athol Fugard in The
Painted Rocks at Revolver Creek and in David
Kramer’s Orpheus in Africa. His last appearance
was in King Kong.
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or
Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)
SHOW

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

The Year of Magical Thinking - Barney Simon

9

1

Meet Me at Dawn - Mannie Manim

16

15

One Night in Miami... - John Kani

2 - 25

Dikakapa - Barney Simon

9 - 25
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One Night in Miami...
Kemp Powers’s play One Night in Miami...
is a poignant piece of theatre based on the
fictional retelling of a night shared by men who
have left such visible footprints on their chosen
careers. Featuring a top crop of actors billing
David Johnson, Richard Lukunku, Lemogang
Tsipa, Seneliso Dladla and Sipho Zakwe, One
Night in Miami directed by James Ngcobo will
deliver a dramatic punch to last a lifetime.
One Night in Miami... is a critical reflection
on different aspects of black power and
historic issues that remain as relevant as ever.
Produced with support from the US Embassy,
One Night in Miami... is the Market Theatre’s
2018 Black History Month offering.

Dates
Friday 2 February –
Sunday 25 February
Time
Tuesdays - Saturdays - 20:00
Sundays - 15:00
Venue
John Kani

One Night in Miami... is presented by
special arrangement with ABKCO
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DIKAKAPA
Dikapapa, a political thriller depicting a
life of a struggle stalwart and traitor now
participating in South Africa’s democracy
where a traitor is heralded as a hero scooped
the 2017 Zwakala Theatre Festival Award.
The production also won the 2017 Standard
Bank Fringe Ovation Award at the National
Arts Festival. Director Nketu Lebeko has
been working with his group of artists from
Sharpville for the last five years.
Dikakapa is co – written by Teboho
Serapelo, Isaac Sithole and Lebeko Nketu
originally mentored by Kgafela oa Magogodi
now mentored for the professional season by
veteran theatre director Mpho Molepo. The
production features the talents of Karabelo
Khaalo, Kholisile Dlamini, Mdengase Govuzela,
Mduduzi Mdabuli, Mojabeng Rasenyalo and
Thembi Qobo.
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Dates
Friday 9 –
Sunday 25 February 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Barney Simon

MEET ME AT DAWN
What would happen if you got one more
day with the person you’ve lost. How could
you exist ni their day if you knew it had to
come to an end?
“Two women wash up on a distant shore
following a violent boating accident. Dazed by
their experience, they look for a path home.
But they discover that this unfamiliar land is not
what it seems – and that, though they may be
together, they have never been further apart.
Unflinchingly honest and tenderly lyrical,
Meet Me at Dawn is a modern fable exploring
the triumph of everyday love, the mystery of
grief, and the temptation to become lost in a
fantasy future that will never be.

playwright Zinnie Harris…”
Performed by Pamela Nomvete and
Natasha Sutherland
Dates
Friday 21 March –
Sunday 14 April 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Mannie Manim

Inspired by Orpheus’s desperate reclamation
of his wife Eurydice from the underworld, Meet
Me at Dawn is written by the award-winning
12 February - 17 February 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Announcement of the new Head of the Windybrow Arts Centre,
Keitu Gwangwa
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Last Week in Pictures
Opening Night of One Night in Miami
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