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Editor’s Note

Esther Mahlangu’s three artworks at the Market Theatre Foundation weaves
together the Foundation’s African narrative.
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

W

orld renowned visual artist
Esther Mahlangu has a striking
presence. The 83-year old
South African artist is hardly
ever seen without her traditional Ndebele dress
and adornments. The various textiles that wrap
her body are richly colourful. The necklaces, gold
bangles and bracelets which adorn her body are
made from hundreds of small colourful beads.
Similarly, Esther Mahlangu’s artworks are
brightly colourful and reflective of the centuries
old Ndebele heritage. Her abstract work which
she creates using a chicken feather and which
is based on the original shapes and forms of
Ndebele heritage has been exhibited in museums
and galleries around the world.
Tonight, the legendary artist will sign three of
her large murals that have been specially created
for the Market Theatre Foundation in each of the
Market Theatre Foundation’s three buildings: the

legendary Market Theatre complex, the 122-year
old Windybrow heritage house and modern
Market Square building. The three artworks
weave together an African narrative about the
Market Theatre’s business units: the Market
Theatre which stages world-class South African
productions, the Market Photo Workshop which
is the pulse of recording and documenting South
Africa through images; the Market Theatre
Laboratory which is at the heart of unearthing the
next generation of high-achieving thespians and
the Windybrow Arts Centre which anchors itself
in Pan-African creative and cultural expressions.
For most South Africans, Heritage Month is
celebrated only in September when they adorn
themselves in their traditional African regalia and
outfits. Esther Mahlangu’s permanent artworks
at the Market Theatre Foundation is a powerful
reminder of our rich African legacy to which the
Market Theatre Foundation is proudly committed
to celebrating year-round.
19 February - 25 February 2018
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Esther Mahlangu:
A Permanent Legacy at the
Market Theatre Foundation
Esther Mahlangu graces the Market Theatre, Market Square and
Windybrow Arts Centre with her iconic murals

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
Original Article Image: Esther Mahlangu, Windybrow Arts Centre, Johannesburg, Image- ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi (1)
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L

ast year, the Market Theatre
Foundation launched an innovative
legacy partnership with the Esther
Mahlangu Foundation to have a series
of massive Ndebele mural installation painted on
three walls in each of the three buildings owned
by the Market Theatre Foundation.
The
42-year-old
Market
Theatre complex boasts a bold
mural in the foyer. The striking
artwork which covers a full wall
is the first thing that audiences
who walk into the complex will
see. This bright and bold artwork
is perfectly synonymous with
the Market Theatre’s trailblazing
reputation in the arts.

“This is the single-most proudest moment in
our 42 years when the international acclaimed
artist Esther Mahlangu and the iconic Market
Theatre Foundation come together in a meeting
of artistic expression”, says Kwanele Gumbi, the
Chairman of the Council of the Market Theatre
Founation.

"Esther Mahlangu is

arguably the singlemost
important
women who has
globalisedtheNdebele
paintingsandartwork.
We are proud of our
association with her.”

The
Esther
Mahlangu
Foundation is working on plans to
launch a school in Mpumalanga
through which she can endow her
knowledge and skills to younger
generations.

“We want to see the fruition
of the building of the Esther
Mahlangu School and are
ready to offer our experience
and knowledge in assisting her
At the newly-built Market
Kwanele
Gumbi
Foundation to realise their goals.
Square, Esther Mahlangu’s artwork
We are duty bound to recognise
connects the contemporary
her work whilst she is still alive and we have an
award-wining design and architecture of the
opportunity to learn from her”, he added.
building with the centuries old African heritage
artworks of the Ndebele legacy. In the 121-year“Esther Mahlangu is arguably the singleold Windybrow Arts Centre, Esther Mahlangu’s
most important women who has globalised the
artworks adorns a full wall in a boardroom which
Ndebele paintings and artwork. We are proud of
has been appropriately been named The Esther
our association with her”, he concluded.
Mahlangu Boardroom.

From Left to Right;
Esther Mahlangu Mural at
the Market Theatre
Esther Mahlangu Mural at
the Market Square
Esther Mahlangu Mural at
the Windybrow Arts Centre

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Esther Mahlangu:
Keeps Ndebele Culture Alive
The Culture and Legacy of Esther Mahlangu

- Source: www.africansuccess.org
Original Article Image: Esther Mahlangu, Windybrow Arts Centre, Johannesburg, Image- ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi (1)

10

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 13

E

sther Mahlangu lives in the village
of Weltervrede in the Mpumalanga
Province. She is a remarkable woman
who against all odds, travelled and
exhibited overseas in 1989 (Les magiciens de la
terre), in France a time when political turmoil at
home and sanctions abroad made international
participation only a dream for all but a few South
African artists.
In the tradition of the Ndebele, Esther
Mahlangu was taught how to paint by her
grandmother and mother at the age of 10.
Mahlangu’s artistic flair emerged when, at
puberty, she underwent the traditional Ndebele
practice in which young women are cloistered
from society for a few months and taught the
traditional craft of beadwork. These early lessons
would later serve as training for her artistic career.
The traditional Ndebele technique of wall
painting entailed first finishing a house in cow
dung, before decorating the walls with designs
rendered in coloured clay. When she was growing
up in the 1940s, the use of modern paints
was introduced and the colourful geometrical
shapes that have come to define Ndebele art
also evolved at this time. It was these influences
which would serve to inspire her work later in her
career.
As a teenager, Mahlangu became an expert
in executing the traditional Ndebele art of wall
painting, traditionally only done by women
and on special occasions. Through her work,
she became well known and began to receive
commissions from many places.
Beside her own country, Mahlangu has
exhibited in Australia, America, Japan and in

Esther Mahlangu, The Market Square, 2017 Image©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi (8)

many European countries. Some of her most
famous murals have been exhibited at the New
Identities Exhibition in the Bocum Museum in
Germany, at the Virgin Atlantic’s music store in
Times Square, the National Museum of Women
in the Arts in Washington DC and at the Civic
Theatre in Johannesburg.
Today Mahlangu’s work is represented in
private, corporate and public galleries around
the world. Her village home in Mpumalanga is
inundated with visitors from around the world,
keen to explore her complex approach to wall
decoration.
Mahlangu is the recipient of the Mpumalanga
Arts and Culture Award; an award from the
French Ministry of Culture; the Radio Ndebele
Award (1988 and 2001); the Nassau County
Commendation, and the Incorporated Village
of Hempstead Citation (the latter two from the
United States of America).
Awards.
1988 Radio Ndebele Award
1996 Mpumalanga Sport Premiers Culture
Award
1997 Ministry of Culture and Communication,
Centre de la Villette, France
1997 Incorporated Village of Hempstead
Citation, Hempstead, New York, USA
1997 Nassau County Commendation, New
York, USA
1999 Mpumalanga Arts and Culture Award
2001 Radio Ndebele Award
2001 Pan African Broadcasting, Heritage and
Achievement Award (Pabha)
2001 Arts and Culture Award, Art Promotion

Kwanele Gumbi interviews Esther Mahlangu,
Market Theatre, Johannesburg, Image©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

Windybrow Arts Centre, Johannesburg, Image©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the
African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
In celebration of Esther Mahlangu, this week BUZZ highlights works in the
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room that offer an intimate knowledge of
the sisterly, great matriarchs of our time.
.
- Yusrah Bardien
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Call Me Woman
Ellen Kuzwayo

The autobiography of Ellen Kuzwayo, a
formidable woman whose life as a social worker,
women’s rights activist, politician, and more was
woven into the political history of South Africa
for almost 60 years. The book won the CAN
Literary Award in 1986.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Maya Angelou

This acclaimed autobiography chronicles the
early years of the beloved writer and poet. It
begins when three-year-old Maya and her older
brother are sent to live with their grandmother
and ends when Maya becomes a mother at
the age of 16. It is a coming-of-age story that
illustrates how strength of character and a love of
literature can help overcome racism and trauma.

To My Children’s Children
Sindiwe Magona

This powerful and widely-acclaimed memoir
of Sindiwe Magona’s early years in South Africa
announced the arrival of a major new writer. It
is a candid, unself-pitying story of triumph and
endurance in the face of hardships relentlessly
reinforced by the apartheid system.

What I Know For Sure
Oprah Winfrey

As a creative force, student of the human
heart and soul, and champion of living the life
you want, Oprah Winfrey stands along. From
her experiences, she has gleaned life lessons
which for fourteen years, she shared in O, The
Oprah Magazine’s widely popular “What I Know
for Sure” column. This is a collection revised and
updated writings that offer a rare glimpse into
the heart and mind of one of the world’s most
extraordinary women.
19 February - 25 February 2018
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in Buzz, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible
pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a
formidable leader in the art of pARTnership brokering.
This week’s Buzz focuses on the Esther Mahlangu Foundation. Based in Mpumalanga,
the Esther Mahlangu foundation is committed to celebrating the legacy of the
internationally-renown South African artist whose particular type of painting technique
has been handed down and transmitted by women through generations.
- Ismail Mahomed

A

ccording to the South African
Online website, “the paintings are
closely connected with the ancient
tradition of decorating the houses
on the occasion of the rite of passage for boys.
To celebrate this event the women completely
repaint the inside and the outside of their houses
with a preparation of cow dung and natural
pigments. Brightly coloured acrylic paints are
also applied in designs outlined by black lines.
Although seemingly simple, the geometric
abstraction that is revealed by these paintings
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is underscored by the constant repetition and
symmetry of such simple shapes that make the
whole work quite complex”.
The Market Theatre Foundation is proud to be
associated with the iconic artist whose artworks
adorn a wall in each of the three buildings of
the Market Theatre Foundation. Follow the
Esther Mahlangu Foundation’s Facebook page
at the link below:
https://web.facebook.com/Esther-Mahlanguart-craft-and-gifts-foundation-156711277692242/

MARKET BUZZ now has ad space.
Contact Ryan Lloyd for more information
ryanl@markettheatre.co.za
081 480 4178/011 832 1641
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Partnerships in the Spotlight
Market Theatre Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed shares his experience in the
art of partnership brokering at PopArt workshop

M

ore than 150 artists and arts
administrators attended a
workshop hosted by the PopArt
Centre in Johannesburg and
at which the Market Theatre Foundation’s
CEO shared his more than three decades of
experience in the art of partnership-brokering.
Delegates for the one day workshop came
from as far afield as Bostwana, Northern Cape,
Western Cape, Mpumalanga and Free State.
Artist Jaco van Rensburg wrote on his
Facebook page, “I found this workshop so very
useful. Thank you for a well-constructed and
practical workshop that most certainly sparked
a lot of thoughts, conversations and – soon to
be --- actions!”
Poetry festival organiser in the Free State,
Charmaine Kolweni Mrwebi said, “Thank you so
much for your selfless contribution to develop
individual artists and creatives. We are fueled
to go back to Bloemfontein and breath life into
our projects and community”.
Mahomed offered the workshop participants
an 18-point plan on how to go about brokering
effective partnerships:
1. Develop a sense of history
2. Work with trust rather than political
correctness

16
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

3. Attract your partner’s audiences
4. Work with multiple partners
5. Every partnership is a two-way street
6. Partnerships are about people
7. Partnerships require clarity
8. Partnerships require (diverse) leadership
9. Partnerships must be managed
10. Partnerships require a full team to support
the relationship
11. Partnerships must be nurtured for the long
term
12. Partnerships must be managed with
responsibility
13. Partnerships must be based on ethics
14. Partnerships are not always philanthropy
15. Forging partnerships must be part of an
organisation’s strategy
16. Partnerships must be regulated for
accountability
17. Partnerships require publicity and brand
exposure
18. Partnerships are an art and a science
The PopArt theatre is a leading partner
with the Market Theatre Laborarory. It offers
valuable opportunities to students and alumni
of the the Market Theatre to get hands-on
experience in the arts sector.

MARKET BUZZ now has ad space.
Contact Ryan Lloyd for more information
ryanl@markettheatre.co.za
081 480 4178/011 832 1641
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President’s Footprints at the
Market Theatre
President Ramaphosa’s visits to the Market Theatre
- Ismail Mahomed
Photographer - ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

S

outh Africa’s recently inaugurated
new president, Cyril Ramaphosa, is no
stranger to the Market Theatre. As a
patron and supporter of the arts, his
footprints have been left in the corridors of the

18
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Market Theatre with his several visits. His last visit
to the Market Theatre was to attend Siphiwo
Mahala’s play, The House of Truth, performed
by the popular and multi-award winning actor,
Sello Maake ka Ncube.

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Astep/artsINSIDEOUT
Bursary Announcement
Second-year Market Theatre Laboratory students receives bursary
- Clara Vaughan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory is
delighted to announce that Astep/
artsINSIDEOUT are offering an
annual bursary to a second-year
student of the Market Theatre Laboratory. This
year, the recipient of the Astep/artsINSIDEOUT
bursary is Thabang Gabogope.
Co-founded by Dick Scanlan and Evan J.
Todd in 2011, artsINSIDEOUT is a group of

20
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American and South African artists who have
been personally affected by HIV/AIDS, and
work with the mothers and children at Nkosi’s
Haven.
artsINSIDEOUT is run under the auspices
of Artists Striving to End Poverty (ASTEP),
an organization that uses the arts as a tool
to empower young people with creativity,
knowledge and a strong sense of self-esteem.

Thabang Gabogope
Theatre Maker on the Rise
- Clara Vaughan

T

heatremaker and winner of the
Astep/artsINSIDEOUT
bursary,
Thabang
Gabogope,
was
introduced to drama by his twin
brother in 2005. After he fell in love with the
arts, he joined community theatre groups.
His performance experience includes
productions such as Banapele, directed by
Mbole Montso, performed at The Stop Crime
Drama Art Festival and The Community Art
Festival. He then performed Last Testament and
Tragedy of the Hopers directed by Onkaetse
Maclean, performed at The Community Art
Festival and National Arts Festival.

Thabang also performed in Naked Dreams
and Dark Night of the 31st, directed by Tebogo
Ramose and The Stick by Thabo Gabogope,
performed at The North West Cultural Calabash.
He then went on to study at The Market Theatre
Laboratory where he has performed in student
productions such as 21 Wandah! directed by
Mwenya Kabwe, The Oresteia Revisited directed
by Dorothy-Ann Gould and Africa is Beautiful
by Omphile Molusi. He is currently working on
the production, Tony Fights Tonight, directed
and adapted by Monageng ‘Vice’ Motshabi.

19 February - 25 February 2018
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National Theatre Live at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre
Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory’s
screenings of National Theatre Live
films have been so popular since
the series was launched at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year.

22
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The programme of screenings for the first
semester of this year has been announced as
following:

Peter Pan

All children, except one, grow up…
Captured live at the National Theatre,
a recorded performance of JM Barrie’s
much-loved tale screens in cinemas. When Peter
Pan, leader of the Lost Boys, loses his shadow,
headstrong Wendy helps him to reattach it. In
return, she is invited to Neverland, where Tinker
Bell the fairy, Tiger Lily and the vengeful Captain
Hook await. A riot of magic, music and makebelieve ensues. A delight for children and adults
alike, Sally Cookson (NT Live: Jane Eyre) directs
this wondrously inventive production, a coproduction with Bristol Old Vic theatre.

Date:
Time:

Tuesday 20 February
11h00

Young Marx
Rory Kinnear (The Threepenny Opera, Penny
Dreadful, Othello) is Marx and Oliver Chris (Twelfth
Night, Green Wing) is Engels, in this new comedy
written by Richard Bean and Clive Coleman.
Broadcast live from The Bridge Theatre, London,
the production is directed by, Nicholas Hytner, and
reunites the creative team behind Broadway and
West End hit comedy One Man, Two Guvnors. 1850,
and Europe’s most feared terrorist is hiding in Dean
Street, Soho. Broke, restless, and horny, the thirtytwo-year-old revolutionary is a frothing combination
of intellectual brilliance, invective, satiric wit, and
child-like emotional illiteracy. Creditors, spies, rival
revolutionary factions, and prospective seducers of
his beautiful wife all circle like vultures. His writing
blocked, his marriage dying, his friend Engels in
despair at his wasted genius, his only hope is a job
on the railway. But there’s still no one in the capital
who can show you a better night on the piss than
Karl Heinrich Marx.

Date:
Time:

Friday 2 March
13h00

Follies
Stephen Sondheim’s legendary musical is staged
for the first time at the National Theatre and
broadcast live to cinemas. New York, 1971. There’s
a party on the stage of the Weismann Theatre.

Tomorrow the iconic building will be demolished.
Thirty years after their final performance, the Follies
girls gather to have a few drinks, sing a few songs,
and lie about themselves. Tracie Bennett, Janie
Dee, and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent
Follies in this dazzling new production. Featuring a
cast of 37 and an orchestra of 21, it’s directed by
Dominic Cooke (The Comedy of Errors). Winner
of Academy, Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards,
Sondheim’s previous work includes A Little Night
Music, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park with
George. Please note this broadcast does not have
an interval. Please note that this performance of
Follies includes strobe lighting.

Date:
Time:

Thursday 26 April
13h00

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Tennessee
Williams’
twentieth
century
masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly
limited season in London’s West End in 2017.
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside,
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s
birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to
destroy their marriage. With the future of the
family at stake, which version of the truth is real –
and which will win out? Please note that the stage
production has an age guidance of 15 and over.
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production
photography Johan Person.

Date:
Time:

Friday18 May
13h00

Macbeth
Shakespeare’s most intense and terrifying tragedy,
directed by Rufus Norris (The Threepenny Opera,
London Road), will see Rory Kinnear (Young Marx,
Othello) and Anne-Marie Duff (Oil, Suffragette)
return to the National Theatre to play Macbeth and
Lady Macbeth.

Date:
Time:

Friday 27 July
13h00

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Market Theatre Tours
Busi Letwaba takes 100 visitors from the SAB Entrepreneur Kick Strater
Programme on the popular tour of the Market Theatre complex.
Weekly tours of the Market Theatre are designed to give visitors historical
information about the iconic 42-year-old theatre complex. Tours are arranged
to meet the needs of the visiting groups. Tours can be booked by calling Busi
Letwaba at 011 832 1641 or by writing to busil@markettheatre.co.za

O

ne
hundred
entrepreneurs
between the age of 18 - 35
years who are selected for the
SAB Entrepreneur Kick Starter
programme have been the latest group to go
on the ever-growing and popular Tour of the
Market Theatre. Each of the young leaders
submitted an entrepreneurial idea that SAB’s
World of Beer (WOB) thinks is scalable and has
investment potential.

24
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- Busi Letwaba

Guided by the Market Theatre Foundation’s
charismatic tour guide, Busi Letwaba, the
young entrepreneurs were introduced to
the remarkable narrative about cultural
entrepreneurs Barney Simon and Mannie
Mannim whose vision gave birth to the
internationally-celebrated
and
legendary
Market Theatre. The group also participated in
a historical and experiential tour of Newtown
led by Lauren-Kate Bydawell and Louise Darko
from Workshop Newtown.

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Tierney Fellowship
History and insight into the Tierney Fellowship
- Mika Conradie and Bekie Ntini
- Photograper: Bekie Ntini

T

he Tierney Fellowship is a oneyear mentorship-based grant for
a photographer to produce an
accomplished body of work. The
Fellowship ran for the first time in South Africa in
2008. The partner institutions include the Market
Photo Workshop, WITS School of Arts and the
Michaelis School of Fine Art at the University of
Cape Town. As from 2014, the South African
fellowships have been funded by the Tierney
Family Foundation. A joint critique session for
the 2017 Tierney Fellowship was held at the
Michaelis School of Fine Art, University of Cape
Town last week from 7 – 9 February.

28
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The critique session brought Market Photo
Workshop Fellow, Tshepiso Mazibuko together
with CJ Chandler and Akona Kenqu, Tierney
Fellows from the University of Cape Town
and Wits University respectively. The group
mentoring critiques also facilitated interaction
with previous Tierney Fellows and industry
experts John Fleetwood, Jo Ractliffe, Pieter
Hugo, Jean Brundrit, Svea Josephy, Nomusa
Makhubu and Adam Haupt. The views and
exchanges of participants at the critique
sessions have proved valuable for progress and
completion of projects for the 2017 Tierney
Fellows.

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Up Close And Personal with
Rudy Motseatsea
This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on the Market Theatre Laboratory
Intern Administrator, Rudy Motseatsea
- Photo by Craig Chitima, Selfie by Rudi Motseatsea

Q: What drives you to wake up in the
morning and come to work?
A: The Arts. A lot of the time people
perceive arts administration as an ordinary gig
but what they don’t know is that arts managers
and arts administrators play a vital role in
enriching a country’s cultural legacy.
Q: What does your job entail?
A: I am currently standing in as the
Market Theatre Laboratory administrator for
Thandeka Nheke. She is on maternity leave.
On a daily basis I deal with students ensuring
that their administrative needs are attended
to. I also help with running the Market Theatre
Laboratory’s social media pages.
Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
A: In 5 years I will be 29. I see myself
touring on a production as manager. I also
have a deep desire and love for producing so

30
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I’ve started collaborating with people whom
I believe make beautiful work. I guess I am
invested in growing other people’s brands or
productions.
Q: Given a chance to change one thing in
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it
be?
A: I would like to see a change in the
political mindset that arts & culture is seen as a
portfolio that people who get demoted from
another portfolio come to. The arts are not
getting the respect it deserves.
Q: What do you do when you’re not at
work?
A: Lol… mmm… (Thinking really hard) I
am always at work. I guess if we take Sundays
into consideration I am always at The Market
Theatre, PopArt or Joburg Theatre watching a
show.

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Dikakapa Personalities
We have a chat with Teboho P Serapelo, Thapelo Mokgosi, Mzimkhulu Mhlambi
and Mbali Bewula from Dikakapa
- Lusanda Zokufa Kathilu

Teboho P Serapelo
- Author and Performer

Teboho Serapelo, is an actor, director and
co-writer of Dikakapa. His passion lies in arts
education. He recruits young people in local
schools and teaches them drama, dance/
creative movements. The bulk of the Dikakapa
cast members were recruited from local schools
in Sharpeville and were further given the
opportunity to perform at festivals such as InnerCity Festival and Segarona. Teboho attended
school at Mohloli secondary school where he
discovered his passion. He has an opportunity
to work with the legendary Gamakhulu Diniso in
one of his productions in Sharpeville. Teboho is
the founder and Chairperson of Generations of
Stars. He studied Drama at The Market Theatre
Laboratory (2011) and graduated from Duma
Ka Ndlovu Academy (DNA) 2014. He enjoys
teaching creative arts.

Mbali Bewula
- Performer

Mbali started acting at the age of eight years at
Vuyo Primary School in Sharpeville and performed
at Metsi a Lekoa program. She has performed in
musical productions at local community events.
Some of the festivals she performed in includes,
Inner City Schools Festival, Soweto Theatre Best
of the Best festival. She is currently a member of
Generation of Stars, and still wants to learn more.
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Awards
• Zwakala Festival Winner (2017) - Dikakapa
• Standard Bank Ovation Award (2016) Dikakapa
• Best Production (2017) - Africa Unite Best
Script
• (2016) (Best of the Best – Soweto Theatre)

Thapelo Mokgosi
- Lighting Designer

Thapelo Mokgosi is currently employed as a
Production Manager for The Market Theatre.
His debut as the lighting designer was in 2000
in a dance piece Candle, Chairs and Chime
choreographed by Christopher Kindo and
Ellenton Mazibuko. Highlights of his lighting
career include Aubrey Sekhabi’s Not with my
Gun and On My Birthday at the State and
Market Theatre, Paul Grootboom’s Cards (for
which he was nominated for the Naledibest
lighting design) and Welcome to Rensburg at
the State Theatre, Yael Farber’s Amajuba, which
performed at Mmabana and the State Theatre
then toured the UK, Australia, Swaziland and USA
and performed at the Edinburgh International
Festival in Scotland. He has designed for
Jazztown Tour directed by James Ngcobo, Dark
Cell by Themba Mbuli. His list of credits include
Joburg Ensemble – Tribute to Victor Ntoni,
Lepatata written Moagi Modise (which won
Naledi Best Ensemble Production), Thula Thula

by Mxolisi Masilela, Elvis Du Pisane directed
by Andre Odendaal featuring Lionel Newton,
Children’s Monologues, June 16 In Memory and
Song and The Suit directed by James Ngcobo,
6 Characters In Search of An Author (for which
he was nominated for the Naledi best lighting
design) directed by Sibusiso Mamba. He has
also designed Ankobia by Vice Motshabi for the
National Arts Festival’s main programme and at
the Market Theatre.

Mzimkhulu Mhlambi

- Lighting Design Incubatee

He is an actor/writer/puppeteer/stage
manager/lighting tech and designer/carnival
music co-ordinator. Mzimkhulu studied at
FUBA the school of Dramatic and Visual Arts,
he obtained a two-year Diploma in performing
arts. After completing his studies at Fuba
Mzimkhulu went on to be an Intern at Gauteng
Department of Sports Recreation, Arts & Culture
under the Creative Arts Industries and went on
to champion a program called “party people
lunch hour“. After the internship he began his
work as an actor and writer. He performed in
Washonaphi directed by Lebeko Nketu. His
penned his first play Before the Dawn directed
by Lebohang Lehana followed by Tutu and
Friend’s a puppet show directed by Sibusiso
Sithole & Matlakala Motaung. Mzee worked with
Dorothy Ann Gould in some of her Industrial
shows and Shakespeare Festivals for three years.

His love for lighting designing landed him an
internship of 18 months at the Joburg Theatre.
He designed for Dikakapa at the Platform and
for Zwakala Festival. He is currently working as
Lighting Designer incubatee for Dikakapa.
19 February - 25 February 2018
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or
Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)
SHOW

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

The Year of Magical Thinking - Barney Simon

9

1

Meet Me at Dawn - Mannie Manim

16

15

One Night in Miami... - John Kani

2 - 25

Dikakapa - Barney Simon

9 - 25
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One Night in Miami...
Kemp Powers’s play One Night in Miami...
is a poignant piece of theatre based on the
fictional retelling of a night shared by men who
have left such visible footprints on their chosen
careers. Featuring a top crop of actors billing
David Johnson, Richard Lukunku, Lemogang
Tsipa, Seneliso Dladla and Sipho Zakwe, One
Night in Miami directed by James Ngcobo will
deliver a dramatic punch to last a lifetime.
One Night in Miami... is a critical reflection
on different aspects of black power and
historic issues that remain as relevant as ever.
Produced with support from the US Embassy,
One Night in Miami... is the Market Theatre’s
2018 Black History Month offering.

Dates
Friday 2 February –
Sunday 25 February
Time
Tuesdays - Saturdays - 20:00
Sundays - 15:00
Venue
John Kani

One Night in Miami... is presented by
special arrangement with ABKCO

19 February - 25 February 2018
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DIKAKAPA
Dikapapa, a political thriller depicting a
life of a struggle stalwart and traitor now
participating in South Africa’s democracy
where a traitor is heralded as a hero scooped
the 2017 Zwakala Theatre Festival Award.
The production also won the 2017 Standard
Bank Fringe Ovation Award at the National
Arts Festival. Director Nketu Lebeko has
been working with his group of artists from
Sharpville for the last five years.
Dikakapa is co – written by Teboho
Serapelo, Isaac Sithole and Lebeko Nketu
originally mentored by Kgafela oa Magogodi
now mentored for the professional season by
veteran theatre director Mpho Molepo. The
production features the talents of Karabelo
Khaalo, Kholisile Dlamini, Mdengase Govuzela,
Mduduzi Mdabuli, Mojabeng Rasenyalo and
Thembi Qobo.
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Dates
Friday 9 –
Sunday 25 February 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Barney Simon

The Year of Magical Thinking
Life changes fast.
Life changes in the instant.
You sit down to dinner and life as you know 		
it ends.
So, begins American writer Joan Didion’s
memoir of the year following her husband,
John Gregory Dunne’s, death. The unexpected
event ended a partnership of 40 years in
a second, just days after their only child,
Quintana, had fallen dangerously ill and
slipped into a coma.
During Joan’s New York promotion of the
recently published memoir, Quintana became
seriously ill again. Following massive brain
surgery, she died. She was thirty-nine.
Six months after her second tragedy, Joan
began working on turning her memoir into a
play. This time she was dealing, not only with

the loss of her partner, but with the loss of her
entire immediate family.
The Year of Magical Thinking is a journey
through that most universal experience of
human pain: bereavement. It is frequently
harrowing, often amusing and an expression of
the power love must give life meaning.
Performed by Dorothy Ann Gould
Dates
Friday 9 March –
Sunday 1 April 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Barney Simon
19 February - 25 February 2018
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MEET ME AT DAWN
“Two women wash up on a distant shore
following a violent boating accident. Dazed by
their experience, they look for a path home.
But they discover that this unfamiliar land is not
what it seems – and that, though they may be
together, they have never been further apart.
Unflinchingly honest and tenderly lyrical,
Meet Me at Dawn is a modern fable exploring
the triumph of everyday love, the mystery of
grief, and the temptation to become lost in a
fantasy future that will never be.
Inspired by Orpheus’s desperate reclamation
of his wife Eurydice from the underworld, Meet
Me at Dawn is written by the award-winning
playwright Zinnie Harris…”
Performed by Pamela Nomvete and
Natasha Sutherland
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Dates
Friday 21 March –
Sunday 14 April 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Mannie Manim

Tswalo
From the multi award-winning theatre duo
comes Tswalo a celebration of the art of solo
performance a tale told through poetry and
physical storytelling entwine to interrogate the
rules that govern life on earth, such as power,
creation, politics, connection, and intuition
–the performers’ expression of his ‘source’.
The work undoubtedly begs the question (or
theory) of being, becoming and unbecoming.
Tswalo is the winner of the Cape Town
Fringe Fresh Performer Award and Cape Town
Fringe Fresh Creative Award for Directing.
In Tswalo, the performer’s expression of his
spiritual “source” gives the audiences the
baton to walk through their own paradigm
of ontology, the poetry, prose, and physical
storytelling furnish us with the necessary tools
into a deep meditation.

Tswalo is written and performed by Billy
Langa with direction and lighting design by
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana in collaboration with
composer and sound designer John Withers.
Dates
Tuesday 20 March –
Sunday 25 March 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Ramolao Makhene

19 February - 25 February 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Opening Night of Dikakapa
- Photographer: Michael Phasha
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19 February - 25 February 2018
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