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When Mandla Dube’s film Kalushi made its 
South African premier at the inaugural 2016 Rapid 
Lion Film Festival it was destined for international 
success. The multi-award winning film depicted 
the life and times of struggle activist Solomon 
Mahlangu. The international success of the film 
also affirmed that the Rapid Lion Film Festival, the 
newest kid on the film festival block, was going to 
make its own unique mark.

The reputation of the Rapid Lion Festival has 
continued to grow for bringing the best films from 
Africa, the African diaspora and the BRICS nations 
– Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa --- 
to film-lovers. The Festival is the brain child of the 

celebrated actor turned film-maker and author of 
four books, Eric Miyeni.

The Rapid Lion Film Festival also awards the 
Rapid Lion Awards to film-makers to acknowledge 
that excellence comes through hard work and 
ferocious focus; and that these qualities can lead 
to greatness. 

The Market Theatre Foundation is proud to 
be associated with the Rapid Lion Film Festival. 
The third annual Festival opened at the Market 
Theatre on Saturday 3 March and it closes on 
Friday 9 March 2018. 

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market Buzz, we have a look at the popular Rapid Lion Film 

Festival and the three-year partnership between the Market Theatre and the 
Festival

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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 Film Festival Opens with 
Glitz and Glamour

The Market Theatre celebrates a succesful three-year partnership with the 
Rapid Lion Festival

- Ismail Mahomed
Image retrieved from: http://www.jozilife.co.za/film/rapidlion-film-festival/
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The who is who of the South African 
film industry was in full force at the 
opening of the third annual Rapid 
Lion Film Festival at the Market 

Theatre on Saturday 3 March 208. Market 
Theatre Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed, 
was a speaker at the opening ceremony. BUZZ 
publishes his remarks for our readers.

 “On behalf of the Market Theatre Foundation 
it is my pleasure to welcome you to the opening of 
the third Rapid Lion Film Festival to be hosted in 
our legendary forty two year old theatre complex. 
Located in this former fruit & vegetable market 
we anchor ourselves in trading in creativity, free 
expression and work that raises 
our consciousness.

The collaboration between the 
Market Theatre Foundation and 
initiatives such as the Rapid Lion 
Festival tells a rich and inspiring 
narrative about our cultural, social 
and political history.  From the 
days when our theatre opened 
its doors two days after the 
historic June 16, 1976 event 
that changed our country and 
raised our consciousness our art, 
through the bitter years of State 
censorship and repression, has 
offered us hope and strength. It 
has been a witness to our experiences and our 
protest, our struggles and our triumphs. And 
now, even forty two years later we still create a 
platform for our artists to express their hopes and 
visions, frustrations and anger, joys and sorrows, 
struggles and triumphs in their own creative 
ways.

As our theatre continues to resonate with songs, 
poetry, dances and plays about our social and 
political experiences we, at the Market Theatre 
Foundation, are proud of our artists, writers, 
directors and other creatives who continue to 
use their talents and creativity to build a country 
that is anchored on our constitutional values. 

We are delighted to partner with Eric Miyeni, 
the Rapid Lion Festival, Brand South Africa, 
the National Film & Video Foundation and 
all the other sponsors to present this Festival 

during our Theatre’s Human Rights Month 
programming with screenings of films that 
resonate with an artistic and political context that 
is interwoven with the DNA of our Theatre. Like 
our theatre productions the films in the Rapid 
Lion Film Festival are also about celebrating our 
creativity, our freedoms, our quest for a deeper 
spirituality and our relentless search for a newer 
consciousness and better humanity. 

We are confident that the films curated for 
this year’s Festival will be a powerful vehicle that 
transports us to worlds and realities that we may 
otherwise not be receptive to.  We are confident 
that the films will offer us a deeper insight about 

human lives in a way that statistics 
and news reports cannot do; 
and that each of the films in this 
year’s Festival will be a triumphant 
testimony that we can depend 
on our film-makers as the tellers 
of truth, as interpreters of our 
experiences and as agents of the 
visions that they hold as defenders 
of justice and as soldiers against 
inhumanity.

It is important as well for us to 
acknowledge that this Festival 
takes place at a time in our 
country when we are as equally 
celebratory and conflicted 

about the two recent releases Black Panther 
and Inxeba. I hope that in the workshops this 
week participants will engage in vibrant and 
stimulating debates about society’s responses to 
these two films, our place in film-making and our 
rights as artists to narrate the truth as we know 
and experience it unfettered by political and 
bureaucratic censorship.

This year brings us to the final year of a three 
year partnership with Eric Miyeni and the Rapid 
Lion Film Festival. On behalf of the MTF I want to 
thank Eric for this incredible partnership and we 
look forward to engaging with him on how we 
renew this partnership going forward. Enjoy this 
Festival and may you be inspired by the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

"The collaboration 
between the Market 
Theatre Foundation 
and initiatives such 
as the Rapid Lion 
Festival tells a rich and 
inspiring narrative 
about our cultural, 
social and political 
history.”

- Ismail Mahomed
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Unusual Film Fare for 
Market Theatre Audiences

More information about the Rapid Lion Film Festival
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The Rapid Lion Film Festival, 
also known as the South African 
International Film Festival, 
celebrates the magnitude of BRICS 

and African filmmaking with a special emphasis 
on South African cinema. The film festival aims 
to be one of the most-loved and 
important cultural events on the 
Johannesburg calendar.

The Festival features films 
of multiple genres and varying 
lengths, Q&A sessions and several 
niche sessions. These include The 
Heritage platform, which features 
South African films of yesteryear; 
and Homage, comprising the 
work of the recipient of The Lionel Ngakane 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

The In-Competition section of the festival 
awards excellence, innovation and supreme 

storytelling. Other events at the 2018 Festival 
include workshops for upcoming film makers 
which will be hosted by Brand SA .

The Rapid Lion Film Festival offers a cinematic 
experience in the Market Theatre for audiences 

to enjoy something different to 
their usual viewing at the theatre. 
The partnership between the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
and the Rapid Lion Film Festival 
also solidifies the kind of critical 
partnerships that are key to 
moving the entertainment 
industry to new ground-breaking 
avenues. 

For more information and the schedule of films 
at the 2018 Rapid Lion Film Festival visit 

www.rapidlion.co.za.

The Rapid Lion 
Film Festival held 
at the Market 
Theatre from 3 –9 
March 2018 aims 
to boost films from 
the African diapora
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Brand SA collaborates 
with the South African 

International Film Festival  
Brand SA and Rapid Lion to host discussions about the film industry’s impact 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Brand South Africa has partnered 
with the Rapid Lion Film Festival 
also known as the South African 
International Film Festival, 2018 in 

an exciting year for South African films which 
is seeing the growing industry being featured 
regularly at both the local and international film 
festival circuits; and with such 
films as international award-
winning South African Inxeba 
which continues to generate 
debates on culture and how 
South African stories are depicted 
on screen. This year’s Rapid Lion 
Film Festival opened on Saturday 
3 March with the premier of the 
comedian Kagiso Lediga’s film, 
Catching Feelings.

“Brand South Africa’s 
collaboration and participation in 
the Rapid Lion programme is one 
way of showcasing the positive 
image of the Nation Brand. A 
Nation Brand’s global reputation 
is to a large extent positively 
influenced by its people, their 
culture and their stories told 
through the film industry’, 
according to a statement by the 
Rapid Lion Film Festival.

Discussions about the film 
industry’s impact will take place 
during the Festival when Brand 
South Africa will host a research 
consultation session on Tuesday 6 March. The 
session themed Closing The Loop - A Strategy 
towards a sustainable, independent and 
prosperous South African film industry, aims to 
interrogate, and provide feedback, input, and 
ideas on better developing the industry.

Speaking on the research session, Brand 
South Africa’s General Manager for Research, Dr 
Petrus De Kock said; “Creative industries, and in 
particular, film, play a major role in enhancing the 
reputation and global visibility of Nation Brands. 
In this workshop Brand South Africa will engage 
with filmmakers on what the best strategy is to 

develop a film industry that the 
country can rely on to promote 
South Africa internationally on a 
long-term basis”.

“Brand South Africa aims to 
achieve a strategic objective 
at the Festival which is about 
entrenching the principle of 
intra-African contact, creative 
collaboration, and integration 
and in a year that South Africa is 
hosting the BRICS Summit, the 
platform at the Market Theatre 
allows Brand South Africa an 
opportunity to celebrate cultural 
contact and exchange among 
BRICS societies “, adds Dr De 
Kock.

The Rapid Lion Film Festival 
will feature films of multiple 
genres and varying lengths, 
Q&A sessions with South African 
filmmakers from films like Inxeba, 
She is King, Catching feelings, 
The Hangman, The recce and 
Children of the drum: The Legacy 
of Black Journalists in Apartheid-

era South Africa amongst several other 
screenings.

See page 28 for some of the Must-See films at 
the Rapid Lion Film Festival.

"Brand South Africa 
aims to achieve a 
strategic objective at 
the Festival which is 
about entrenching 
the principle of 
i n t r a - A f r i c a n 
contact, creative 
collaboration, and 
integration and in a 
year that South Africa 
is hosting the BRICS 
Summit, the platform 
at the Market Theatre 
allows Brand South 
Africa an opportunity 
to celebrate cultural 
contact and exchange 
among BRICS 
societies.”

- Dr De Kock
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Market Theatre Foundation 
remembers Miriam Makeba

Looking back ten years after Miriam Makeba’s passing
-  Ismail Mahomed

“Honestly, I’m just a little old lady, a little old 
singer, I’m not a politician, I’m not an economist, 
or anything of the sort. I just wish that people can 
be soldiers. We can all be soldiers, soldiers not 
to fight against each other but to fight against 
poverty, illnesses, disease, and greed, and all the 
ills of the world, you know just be an army for all 
good”

- Miriam Makeba

The impressive Market Square 
building in Newtown is bordered by 
the names of four of South Africa’s 
most iconic women: Rahima Moosa, 

Lillian Ngoyi, Margaret Mcgingana and Miriam 
Makeba.

On Sunday 4 March, Miriam Makeba would 
have been 86 years.  This year marks the tenth 
anniversary of Miriam Makeba’s death. She died 
after collapsing during a performance in Naples. 
This year also marks the 55th anniversary when 
she, still in her thirties, spoke to world leaders at 
the UN about the atrocities of apartheid.

The Market Theatre Foundation honours our 
memory of the iconic songbird and humanitarian.
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Market Square architects 
win International Award

KMH Architects, the geniuses behind the design of the Market Square building --- headquarters of 
the Market Theatre Foundation and home to the Market Theatre Laboratory and the Market Photo 

Workshop ---- have won a prestigious international design award in the category, Performing Arts 
Spaces.

-  Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed
- Photo: Wayne Mansfield - KMH Architecture

The World Architecture News 
Awards (WAN AWARD) showcases 
excellence in design for opera 
houses, theatres, concert halls or 

other live performance spaces. The Award was 
established to celebrate and promote the best 
in international architecture for performing arts 
venues. It attracts entries from all over the world.

What the judges had to say about the Market 
Square designed by KMH Architects:

“There are a lot of lovely details and touches, 
such as the exterior seated area. It looks like a 
place designed for people.” 

- Paddy Dillon

“This is a beautifully assembled and appropriate 
architectural intervention that scores highly in all 

aspects accessible, inclusive and loose fit.” 
- Barry Pritchard

“This theatre is so important to the cultural 
and political freedom of Johannesburg. The 
sensitivity of the architecture to the community 
is a serious design goal and it has certainly been 
achieved.” 

- Len Auerbach

“An interesting addition to and enhancement 
of the legendary Market Theatre of 
Johannesburg.” 

- David Staples

“Successful reconstruction with a modern 
design.” 

- Sergey Kuznetsov
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New Company to debut at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre
New drama company to introduce people to the Windybrow through Ngale 

KweNdlu: The Other Side of the House, a new performance educating visitors about the history of 
the Windybrow

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The Windybrow: a house that has 
witnessed riches and ruin, dinner 
parties, dereliction, and rebirth. Built 
by one of Joburg’ s pioneer families, 

it has been a home, a boarding house, officer’s 
mess, nursing school and sometimes a shelter for 
vagrants. It’s most memorable role, though, has 
been as an arts centre and theatre, with many of 
South Africa’s greats having passed through its 
doors.

One of the first Joburg theatre spaces to forge 
strong pan-African connections, the mansion 
in Hillbrow has survived three 
threats to demolish it, and the only 
reason it still stands is because of 
its vibrant potential as a theatre 
and arts centre. 

 
Now, a new production - Ngale 

KweNdlu: The Other Side of the 
House - will delve into the history 
of the Windybrow - its imagined 
secrets, untold stories and fading 
memories. Leading this theatrical 
experience is the new drama 
company formed by the Market 
Theatre Foundation, who have 
been researching and imagining 
the lifespan of the house, and 
those whose lives have been 
touched by it. Audiences will be led on a journey, 
experiencing the house from different vantage 
points – the grand reception areas and the 
intimate nooks. 

“In this production, characters from different 
periods of time might bump into each other 
on the stairwell – Doornfontein’s high society 
Randlord wives, street vagrants, actors, nurses 
and Boer war soldiers,” explains Tamara Guhrs, 
who, with Alex Halligey, has been working 
with the company to conceptualise a theatre 
experience that brings its legacy alive.

“What really moved me,” explained actress 
Lesego Chabedi, “was speaking to former 
Windybrow Arts Centre veteran employee, 
Papa John Ratshumela, and hearing how 
much this place has meant to him. There was a 
time when there were accusations of financial 
mismanagement, a forensic report, and so on. 
The theatre was dark and fell into disrepair. 
Now it is being revamped, and the house has 
new energy, but it is still sad to be removing 
the revolving stage from the theatre. We want 
to honour spaces like the old Dalro theatre, and 
help a new generation to understand what the 

Windybrow meant and can still 
mean.”

“It will be more than a theatre 
production,” adds Mathews 
Rantsoma, a graduate of the 
Market Theatre Lab and member 
of the new drama company. “We 
are trying to show the other side 
of Joburg’s history – the gold 
miners and workers who built 
the city, whose stories are buried. 
The ones you don’t see in the 
photographs.”

Ngale Kwendlu: The Other 
Side of the House will run from 
Saturday 17 to Saturday 25 March 

at the Windybrow Arts Centre daily at 14:30. 
There’ll be an additional performances on at 
18:00 on Saturday 17 March and Saturday 24 
March. A special performance for schools has 
been scheduled at 11: 00 on Thursday 22 March.

Starring Lesego Chabedi, Matthews Rantsoma, 
Balindile ka Ngcobo, Khanyisile Ngwabe, 
Millicent Tintswalo and Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi.

"In this production, 
characters from 
different periods of 
time might bump 
into each other 
on the stairwell – 
Doornfontein’s high 
society Randlord 
wives, street vagrants, 
actors, nurses and 
Boer war soldiers.”

- Tamara Guhrs
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in Buzz, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose 
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a 

formidable leader in the art of pARTnership brokering. 

This week in the Art of Partnerships BUZZ celebrates its partnership with the the 
Rapid Lion Film Festival. Also known as the South African International Film Festival, 
the Festival awards the RapidLion to winning entrants. This award is feted to be the 

most coveted film prize outside Europe and North America. 
  - Penny Morris

The South African International Film Festival, 
RapidLion, is where all filmmakers from Africa, 
the African diaspora and BRICS countries 
showcase their best work. The Market Theatre 
has partnered with the Rapid Lion for three 
consecutive years.
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At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 
. 

- Yusrah Bardien
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Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi

Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very destinies. One sold into 
slavery; one a slave trader’s wife. The consequences of their fate 
reverberate through the generations that follow. Taking us from 
the Gold Coast of Africa to the cotton-picking plantations of 
Mississippi, from the missionary schools of Ghana to the dive bars 
of Harlem, this is a miraculous novel.

Published in 2016 when the author was 26, this book was 
awarded the National Book Critics Circle’s John Leonard Award; 
PEN/Hemingway Award; National Book Foundation’s “5 under 
35”. Gyasi was described by the New York Times as “a stirringly 
gifted young writer”.

Return to My Native Land
Aimé Césaire

A work of immense cultural significance and beauty, this long 
poem became an anthem for the African diaspora and the birth of 
the Negritude movement. With unusual juxtapositions of object 
and metaphor, a bouquet of language-play and deeply resonant 
rhythms, the work is at once a cry of rebellion and a celebration 
of black identity.

This legendary work, was originally produced in French as 
Cahier d’un retour au pays natal in 1939, when the author was 26 
years old. In his obituary, The Guardian described the work as “the 
undisputed masterpiece of négritude and a poetic milestone of 
militant anti-colonialist and metaphorical inventiveness.” Césaire 
was also major influence for the writer, Frantz Fanon

 

Dog Eat Dog
Niq Mhlongo

Described as “one of the most high-spirited and irreverent 
new voices of South Africa’s post-Apartheid literary scene. Niq 
Mhlongo debuted in 2004 with Dog Eat Dog, a remarkable story 
of being a young nation undergoing tremendous turmoil. The 
Spanish edition was awarded the Mar de Letras Prize.            

Since publishing Dog Eat Dog, Mhlongo’s work has been 
translated into French, German, Italian and Spanish. Says Mhlongo 
in an interview with Books Live, ”Before my debut novel Dog Eat 
Dog, all my stories were trapped and suffocating in my brain and 
soul, wanting to come out. I only set them free by writing the 
novel. The only thing I regret was not doing it earlier, before I 
turned 30.”
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists, patrons 
and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This week, 
Archiving the Market Theatre looks back at the very first Archiving the Market 

Theatre, which was featured in Vol. 1 No. 37 in August 2016t. 

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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The first-time Newtown really came into 
focus for me was seeing that extraordinary 
falling sculpture that Paul Stopforth appended 
to the Market’s clock tower as part his exhibition 
around deaths in detention in 1978. It was 
extraordinary - one of the first mounted in the 
Market Gallery; Paul, in fact, along with Mick 
Goldberg and the late Wolf 
Weinek was one of the founders 
of the Gallery and a co-director 
at the time. Borrowing from the 
sculptor George Segal a kind 
of a sort of everyman figure in 
white plaster of Paris, with the 
bandages left visible a bit like 
winding cloths, Paul made a series 
of pieces showing anonymous 
figures in the throes of various 
tortures and contortions or other 
species of violence as reported 
in the media and denied by the 
authorities. In the case of the 
falling figure, the sculpture was 
suspended in mid-air like Ahmed 
Timol, less than a kilometre away 
from John Vorster Square.

The exhibition was duly banned as I remember, 
though not before the whole Johannesburg 
community had been exposed to it for some 
days. And not before it had made what I guess 
was a life-changing impression on me. It was 
especially the guerilla art aspect - what was 

not yet called the real time intervention - that 
profoundly affected me, and in retrospect 
(though I’ve never thought of it quite like this 
before) fired me up. This was art that was activism 
at the same time, that had a kind of granular 
character within the broader streams of living 
and thinking, and could - if not actually make a 

difference - at least contribute to 
the texturing of experience.

At the same time the 
extraordinarily confrontational 
quality of that image of the 
falling Timol in the face of all 
the official denials served as 
an early emblem of the what 
I think was the essentially and 
centrally important point about 
Newtown: that it was one of the 
very first liberated zones in South 
Africa - along with the Space 
Theatre in Cape Town; I can’t 
think of any other contenders 
- one of the spaces where the 
tyranny of apartheid was not only 
systematically challenged but 
also crucially ignored, and little 

pockets of proto-democracy were essayed and 
explored.

- Ivor Powell

"It was especially 
the guerilla art aspect 
- what was not yet 
called the real time 
intervention - that 
profoundly affected 
me, and in retrospect 
(though I’ve never 
thought of it quite 
like this before) fired 
me up.”

- Ivor Powell
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Market Theatre Tours
Shining the spotlight on Acting

Weekly tours of the Market Theatre are designed to give visitors historical 
information about the iconic 42-year-old theatre complex. Tours are arranged 
to meet the needs of the visiting groups. Tours can be booked by calling Busi 

Letwaba at 011 832 1641 or by writing to busil@markettheatre.co.za 
- Busi Letwaba

There is a Chinese proverb that says: 
“Tell me and I will forget. Show me 
and I will remember. Involve me and 
I will understand.” 

The proverb is an inspiration for tour guide, 
Busi Letwaba’s popular walkabouts scheduled 
for this week as she takes arts enthusiasts on a 
dramatic journey of acting.

“One of the great things about acting is 
that you can stand in somebody else’s shoes, 
whether it’s someone with mental health 
problems or someone who lives and works in 
a small town. As an actor you’re able to step 
into that character’s skin and look through their 

eyes. You are transformed, a different person, 
because once you live a little bit of someone’s 
life, it changes you”, she says.

Letwaba is passionate about introducing 
school learners to the different aspects of the 
performing arts. She wants to help young 
people to understand how to think outside the 
box and to be more confident.

‘I am looking forward to sharing some of my 
knowledge with my guests and allowing them 
to engage with the Director/ Actors who will be 
rehearsing and really find deeper understanding 
of what it takes to put together a play and what 
acting is all about’, she says.
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Some of the Must-See Films 
At the Rapid Lion Film 

Festival
Information about this year’s Rapid Lion Film Festivals and the films that will be 

screened 
- Busi Letwaba

T he 3rd annual The South African 
International Film Festival as 
always, has a line-up of incredible 
documentaries, feature films from 

Africa and BRICS and amazing short films 
from all corners of the globe. 

With close to 26 films on the line-up, from 
around 8 different countries, Rapid Lion 2018 

will deliver a stellar collection of films not usually 
seen on the South African movie circuit. 

To give patrons a taste of what’s on at the 
Festival at this year’s edition BUZZ highlights 10 
films that are strongly recommended.
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Catching Feelings
Country South Africa
Director Kagiso Lediga

Catching Feelings is set in a chic and middle-
class Johannesburg, and is a tale of how life, love 
and art intersect in uncontrollable ways. The film 
follows jaded academic Max, and his journalist 
wife Sam, who have their lives turned upside down  
when  a  celebrated  and  hedonistic  older  writer 
unexpectedly moves into their urban Johannesburg 
home with them.  

Story of an Egg
Country India
Director Raj B Shetty

Janardhan, a 28-year-old bald Kannada Lecturer 
from Mangalore who is quite an introvert comes 
to know from an astrologer that he would attain 
sanyasa (embrace asceticism) if he doesn’t get 
married within a year. Hearing this, Janardhan is 
now in a situation of trouble and desperation as he 
has never had a decent conversation with females 
until now in his life, and all the proposals his family 
has made have gone in vain as he doesn’t look 
great, physically.  Janardhan continues his search 
for a beautiful bride. In this journey he faces various 
situations & conflicts which in turn give him a 
chance to revisit his inner core and experience self-
discovery.  Does Janardhan find his bride or does 
he attain a spiritual path?

Krotoa
Country South Africa
Director Roberta Durrant

Krotoa is a drama inspired by historical fact 
about a feisty, bright, young 11-year-old girl who 
is removed from her close-knit Khoi tribe to serve 
Jan van Riebeeck, her uncle’s trading partner. She is 
brought into the first Fort established by the Dutch 
East India Company in 1652.  There she grows 
into a visionary young woman who assimilates the 
Dutch language and culture so well that she rises to 
become an influential interpreter for van Riebeeck 
who became the first Governor of the Cape Colony. 
As such Krotoa ends up being rejected by her own 
Khoi people and eventually destroyed by the Dutch 
when she tries to find the middle way between 
the two cultures. Logline: “Caught between two 

cultures about to collide and torn apart by those 
she wanted to bring together”

The Thousand Faces of 
Dunjia
Country China
Director Yuen Woo-Ping

With The Thousand Faces of Dunjia, legendary 
director Yuen Woo-Ping and writer/producer Tsui 
Hark breathe new life into the wuxia genre, weaving 
together fantasy, humor, and breath-taking martial 
arts action. Dao, a naïve young constable, discovers 
a secret society with supernatural abilities that has 
protected mankind for centuries. As he’s drawn into 
a power struggle within their ranks, they learn that 
an ancient creature with the power to destroy the 
world is rising - and it will take all of their powers 
combined to stop it.

The Recce
Country South Africa
Director Ferdinand Van Zyl

A General Piet Visagie, based in “Fort Doppies”, 
the headquarters of the South African Special 
Forces, against his better judgment, deploys 
soldiers under his command to assassinate enemy 
targets. When he perceives that the first one he 
sends out, 25-year-old Henk Viljoen, to assassinate 
a Russian colonel has failed, he presumes him dead 
only to discover that, in fact, the soldier might still be 
alive, even though he has been officially declared 
dead and his family notified. Forced to cover up 
the unauthorised mission, Viljoen deploys another 
soldier to silence Henk for good. Will he find him? 
That mission completed, this last soldier, Impi, on 
being sent on yet another mission to kill the last of 
the witnesses to General Visagie’s wrongdoing, has 
an epiphany with profound personal consequences 
that affect his judgment.
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All the Wild Horses
Country United Kingdom/Mongolia/  
  South Africa
Director Ivo Maloh

All The Wild Horses follows five international riders 
from the USA, Canada, South Africa, Ireland and 
the UK as they compete in the Mongol Derby horse 
race in Mongolia. This multi-horse, multi-station 
race over a 1000 kilometers of Mongolian steppe is 
the longest and toughest horse race on the planet. 
The riders are out on their own and navigate with 
GPS from horse station to horse station, where they 
change their horses every 40 kilometers, staying the 
nights out in the wild or with nomad families along 
the way.  After a dramatic start, the first casualties are 
soon medevaced from the field, but this proves to 
be only a prelude for what’s to come over 8 grueling 
race days. 22-year-old American rider Devan Horn 
battles heat, exhaustion and wild dogs as she takes 
the lead early on, trailed relentlessly by Irish jockeys 
Donie Fahy and Richie Killoran. The race throws up 
twists and turns as it builds to an unexpected, nail-
biting finish.  

Flying Revolution
Country Germany
Director Steve Won

A brilliant must-see documentary film, Flying 
Revolution tells the extraordinary, inspiring, and 
above all, moving success story of the Berlin 
Breakdance Group FLYING STEPS. The desire to 
survive as B-Boys (Breakdancers) while supporting 
their own families drives the group, whose lives are 
characterized by a two-decade long struggle for 
existence.

Late Blossom Blues
Country USA
Director Sade Oyinade

Late Blossom Blues tells the story of a 1932-born 
hard-working poor black man from the Mississippi 
backwoods who becomes an internationally 
acclaimed Blues star after he releases his debut 
album at age 81.

WOLFGANG PFOSER-ALMER is an Austrian 
director with 17 years in music, events and 
multimedia. Late Blossom Blues is his debut feature 

film.

Steeped
Country Senegal/DRC/France
Director Alain Gomes
Courtesy of Giants of Africa

Steeped in visual and musical lyricism, this 
unusually structured film follows Félicité, a fiercely 
independent club singer and single mother who 
lives her life in the chaotically vibrant Congolese 
capital of Kinshasa with a proud defiance — she 
doesn’t need marriage, a man, or even love to 
get by. But when her teenage son is in a horrific 
traffic accident, she must find a way to pay for his 
operation, forcing this resolutely solo woman to find 
help before it’s too late. Her quest sends her on a 
fast-paced journey through the streets of Kinshasa 
and eventually leads her to trust Tabu, a man known 
more for his indulgences than his intimacies.
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National Theatre Live at the 
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T he Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
screenings of National Theatre Live 
films have been so popular since 
the series was launched at the 

Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year. 

The programme of screenings for the first 
semester of this year has been announced as 
following:

Follies 
Stephen Sondheim’s legendary musical is staged 

for the first time at the National Theatre and 
broadcast live to cinemas. New York, 1971. There’s 
a party on the stage of the Weismann Theatre. 
Tomorrow the iconic building will be demolished. 
Thirty years after their final performance, the Follies 
girls gather to have a few drinks, sing a few songs, 
and lie about themselves. Tracie Bennett, Janie 
Dee, and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent 
Follies in this dazzling new production. Featuring a 
cast of 37 and an orchestra of 21, it’s directed by 
Dominic Cooke (The Comedy of Errors). Winner 
of Academy, Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards, 
Sondheim’s previous work includes A Little Night 
Music, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park with 
George. Please note this broadcast does not have 
an interval. Please note that this performance of 
Follies includes strobe lighting.

Date: Thursday 26 April
Time: 13h00

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Tennessee Williams’ twentieth century 

masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly 
limited season in London’s West End in 2017. 
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’ 
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside, 
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy 
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at 
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s 
birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive 
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round 
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to 
destroy their marriage. With the future of the 
family at stake, which version of the truth is real – 
and which will win out? Please note that the stage 
production has an age guidance of 15 and over. 
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production 
photography Johan Person.

Date: Friday18 May
Time: 13h00
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Market Theatre Foundation 
Personalities

Mvuzo Mfobo celebrating 25 years of longevity and loyalty
- James Ngcobo (Market Theatre Artistic Director)

- Photo by: Bekie Ntini

Mvuzo Mfobo is a loyal Market 
Theatre Foundation employee 
with 25 years of valuable service 
and consistently high quality 

work. She has an astonishing institutional 
memory and serves as a symbol of continuity. 
Mam Mvuzo, as she is affectionately known 
by her colleagues, has a wealth of legendary 
anecdotes and stories about the Market 
Theatre.

“Sis Mvuzo is the first person young artists 
interact with at the Market Theatre. They 

discover the warmth that is so much part of 
who she is. She offers advice generously to the 
young as they embark on their journeys. She 
has been an integral part of Market Theatre 
throughout her 25 years of absolute dedication 
to the theatre.  Twenty five years of that smile, 
that kindness, that lovely positive energy that 
explains who Sisi Mvuzo is and how she always 
says “ That’s life , it’s never easy “”

Bless you Sisi Mvuzo for all the years.
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Recollecting 25 Years
Mvuzo Mfobo walks down memory lane to recollect 25 years of a journey that 

began as a waitress
- Mvuzo Mfobo

I joined the Market Theatre after leaving 
coordinated Market Research Company 
which was then owned by the colossuses 
of the business world, Dr Reuel Khoza 

and Mike Mayisela.  I left the research company 
because it was on freelance basis, there was no 
work stability.

My first awareness about the Market Theatre 
was when I read the reviews on Othello, I 
just wanted to see this daring space which 
produced plays with such an impact nationally 
and internationally.

It was not until 1989 when I received a call 
from Priscilla Nicol, the then receptionist, 
informing me that the Market was looking for 
waitresses for PJ Power’s show that took place 
at the then Warehouse, headed by the late 
Albert Phulwana. I applied and got the job as 
a first timer waitress then moved on to being a 
bar lady; it is needless to say I got bitten by the 
arts bug until now.

When the Warehouse closed, it was 
remodeled into an Art Gallery with Ricky Burnett 
and Mary Slack at the helm of it. They offered 
me a job at the gallery. It was my first time to 
work in an art gallery. I learnt to pull the ropes of 
that world in a short space of time. I then moved 
back to the Market Theatre on temporary basis 
in 1992, working at the Upstairs Gallery with 
Sally Ann Evans.

I kept on moving from one department to 
another until I ended up into the Producing 
Department where I worked closely with the 
Producer of that time, Regina Sebright until 
now. This is the one department where I get 
to meet and work with people from diverse 
backgrounds. It is my passion to work with 
people. It is fulfilling. It makes taking my planet 
earth journey really worthwhile.
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Seipati Ncube - Seven Years 
and Still Counting

Project Administrator Seipati Ncube looks back at her seven year journey at the 
Market Theatre Foundation

- Seipati Ncube

The journey is only beginning for 
Seipati Ncube at the Market Theatre 
Foundation. Her seven years has 
flown so fast that she was shocked 

to realize the milestone she has accomplished. 
The work she does gives her the opportunity to 
be at the centre of all the exciting development 
that have to do with productions and actors.

I joined the Market Theatre Foundation in 
10 January 2011 as an Assistant Administrator. 
When I received the call saying that I got the 
job I asked myself what I have got myself into. 
But the team that I found at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory were always at hand to assist me.

In my current role as the Project Administrator 
reporting to the Producer of the Market 
Theatre, I am accustomed to working in a high-

pressure environment where accuracy and 
attention to detail is essential. I am responsible 
for rendering administrative services and 
coordinating / monitoring all of the productions 
ingoing and outgoing communications, and 
attending to all of their travelling, reports and 
budgets spending travelling arrangements. 

This role requires a high degree of 
professionalism, maturity, loyalty, confidentiality 
and the ability to communicate effectively at 
all levels. I pride myself on my ability to deal 
with pressure and multi-task with a positive and 
flexible attitude.

It has not been easy. But I have learned a 
lot in the 7 years that I have been here at the 
Market Theatre. 
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Up Close And Personal with 
Patrick Selemani

This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on Market Photo Workshop Course 
Assistant, Patrick Selemani

Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  It’s the desire and the passion to 
prepare and mentor aspirant photographers 
so that they can be able to achieve their 
dream of being professionals in the field of 
photography.

Q:   What does your job entail? 

A:  My job is to monitor and support the 
teaching and learning process of courses at 
the Market Photo Workshop. I co-ordinate 
and communicate logistical and infrastructural 
needs for learning. I also identify students with 
extra needs and liaise with relevant trainers to 
assist the students

Q:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

A:  My 5-year plans are to own a 
professional photography studio, exhibit 

work and run photography workshops in the 
continent and be a successful photographer. 

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  I would inspire young black emerging 
photographers to produce bodies of work 
without relying on funding from Western 
donors. I would encourage them to work hard 
and find innovative ways to produce work with 
moyens du bord (limited resources). 

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: I dedicate this time to fellowship with 
God, spend quality time with family and read 
books. I also enjoy participating in community 
initiatives by speaking about photography to 
children in my community.
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Personalities from 
Productions

This week we have a look at Mark Graham Wilson (Director) and Dorothy Ann 
Gould (Performer) from The Year of Magical Thinking

- James Ngcobo (Market Theatre Artistic Director)
- Photos by: Bekie Ntini
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The Year of Magical Thinking marks Mark’s 
return to theatre directing after an absence 
of several years, during which he focused on 
television – and his two young children. His 
television credits include Artistic Director of 
Generations, Head Writer of Scandal! and 
director on Isidingo and Sewende Laan. He 
has directed numerous stage productions for 
various managements, as well as for his own 
theatre companies Opdrag Productions (with 
Jana Cilliers) and Tripletake Productions (with 
Michael Maxwell and Dorothy Ann Gould). 
His favourites include the late Ryk Hattingh’s 
Opdrag:Ingrid Jonker, Fugard’s Hello and 
Goodbye and Playland (for the Jermyn Street 
Theatre, London), Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 
Macbeth and King Lear, Berkoff’s Kvetch , 

Ronald Harwood’s Taking Sides and Terrence 
MacNally’s Master Class. 

Mark’s involvement with skills transference 
and development has him seen work with 
many aspiring and experienced actors and 
writers through The Actors Centre, Tripletake 
Studio, City Varsity, University of Stellenbosch 
and Tshwane University of Technology. He also 
runs television story lining and script writing 
programmes and has trained writers, actors 
and directors for new tv productions both 
locally and in Zambia. Mark has received more 
than twenty Vita, Fleur du Cap, Naledi, Kanna, 
Avanti and SAFTA Award nominations, of which 
he has won several.

Mark Graham Wilson (Director)

This year marks Dorothy’s 50th year in the 
acting fraternity of South Africa. Starting at 
the age of 15 in Durban she worked on radio 
and in local productions until she arrived in 
Johannesburg to join PACT, post 2 degrees at 
KZN, Howard College, in 1975.She appeared 
in many productions both on stage and on 
television before relocating to the U.K. at the 
age of 36. 

 
Dame Janet Suzman’s ground breaking 

Othello at the Market Theatre in 1987 gave 
her the introduction to an agent in London and 
a career which bourgeoned during her 5 year 
stay in the U.K.; she worked in 48 cities, was part 
of a company in Sheffield and finally ended up 
on the West End playing at the Duke of York’s 
Theatre in 1992.

 
She commuted for the next 20 years working 

opposite Dame Janet Suzman and Sir Antony 
Sher at both the Royal National Theatre and in 
Stratford upon Avon. 

In Molora directed by Yael Farber she travelled 
the world for 10 years. 

Dorothy’s KLytemnestra received 5-star 
reviews. This tour ended in New York in 2010.

In 2011 she realized a lifelong dream to 
work with Athol Fugard on The Birdwatchers 
at The Fugard Theatre in Cape Town. She had 
also realized another dream, working with her 
husband, actor Michael Maxwell on Fugard’s 
Hello and Goodbye, directed by Mark Graham 
Wilson.

 
From 2001 she started working fulltime 

on sharing skills with the previously 
disadvantaged; she opened The Actors’ Centre 
at the Johannesburg Theatre and was its 
artistic director until 2007; she began work with 
community groups in Mpumalanga under the 
auspices of SANCTA, started a Shakespeare 
group with the homeless in Hillbrow and 
worked with children in informal settlements; 
these activities continue until the present day.

The recipient of 25 awards, Dorothy feels 
humbled by what has been a full and active 
career which has been inspired by the many 
great actors and directors with whom she has 
had the privilege of working.

Dorothy Ann Gould (Performer)
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW MARCH APRIL

The Year of Magical Thinking - Barney Simon 9 1

Meet Me at Dawn - Mannie Manim 16 15

Ngale Kwendlu: The Other Side of the House - Windybrow Arts Centre 17 - 25

Tswalo - Ramolao Makhene 20 - 25
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The Year of Magical Thinking

Life changes fast.
Life changes in the instant.
You sit down to dinner and life as you know   

 it ends.

So, begins American writer Joan Didion’s 
memoir of the year following her husband, 
John Gregory Dunne’s, death. The unexpected 
event ended a partnership of 40 years in 
a second, just days after their only child, 
Quintana, had fallen dangerously ill and 
slipped into a coma. 

During Joan’s New York promotion of the 
recently published memoir, Quintana became 
seriously ill again. Following massive brain 
surgery, she died. She was thirty-nine.

Six months after her second tragedy, Joan 
began working on turning her memoir into a 
play. This time she was dealing, not only with 

the loss of her partner, but with the loss of her 
entire immediate family. 

The Year of Magical Thinking is a journey 
through that most universal experience of 
human pain: bereavement. It is frequently 
harrowing, often amusing and an expression of 
the power love must give life meaning.

Performed by Dorothy Ann Gould

Dates
 Friday 9 March –  
 Sunday 1 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Barney Simon
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MEET ME AT DAWN
“Two women wash up on a distant shore 

following a violent boating accident. Dazed by 
their experience, they look for a path home. 
But they discover that this unfamiliar land is not 
what it seems – and that, though they may be 
together, they have never been further apart.

Unflinchingly honest and tenderly lyrical, 
Meet Me at Dawn is a modern fable exploring 
the triumph of everyday love, the mystery of 
grief, and the temptation to become lost in a 
fantasy future that will never be.

Inspired by Orpheus’s desperate reclamation 
of his wife Eurydice from the underworld, Meet 
Me at Dawn is written by the award-winning 
playwright Zinnie Harris…”

Performed by Pamela Nomvete and 
Natasha Sutherland

Dates
 Friday 21 March –  
 Sunday 14 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim
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Ngale Kwendlu: The Other Side 
of the House

For the past three decades, the Windybrow 
has been a home for the arts, theatre and 
emerging voices. The house itself has seen 
historical families, military units and even been 
a nursing home. It’s most memorable role, 
though, has been as an Arts Centre, with many 
of South Africa’s greats having passed through 
its doors.

In the run up to Human Rights Day, the 
new Market Theatre Lab-Windybrow drama 
company is bringing the Windybrow’s 
legacy to life with a site-specific work. The 
play, titled ‘Ngale Kwendlu: The Other Side 
of the House’, will take a trip through the 
heritage house, reviving its history through 
performances, installations and explorations of 
the space.

Dates
 Saturday 17 March –  
 Sunday 25 March 2018 

Time
 Saturday, 17th March: 14:30 and 18:00
 Sunday, 18th March: 14:30 
 Tuesday, 20th March: 11h00 (school’s   

     performance) 
 Wednesday, 21st March: 14:30
 Thursday, 22nd March: 11h00 (Schools   

     performance) 
 Friday, 23 March: 18h00 
 Saturday, 24th March: 14:30 and 18:00
 Sunday, 25th March: 14:30

Venue 
 Windybrow Arts Centre
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Tswalo
From the multi award-winning theatre duo 

comes Tswalo a celebration of the art of solo 
performance a tale told through poetry and 
physical storytelling entwine to interrogate the 
rules that govern life on earth, such as power, 
creation, politics, connection, and intuition 
–the performers’ expression of his ‘source’. 
The work undoubtedly begs the question (or 
theory) of being, becoming and unbecoming.

Tswalo is the winner of the Cape Town 
Fringe Fresh Performer Award and Cape Town 
Fringe Fresh Creative Award for Directing. 
In Tswalo, the performer’s expression of his 
spiritual “source” gives the audiences the 
baton to walk through their own paradigm 
of ontology, the poetry, prose, and physical 
storytelling furnish us with the necessary tools 
into a deep meditation.

Tswalo is written and performed by Billy 
Langa with direction and lighting design by 
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana in collaboration with 
composer and sound designer John Withers.

Dates
 Tuesday 20 March –  
 Sunday 25 March 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Ramolao Makhene
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Last Week in Pictures 
Market Photo Worksho Goes to Park Station

- Photographer: Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

U-Collaboration - Exploring a 
Transforming City is a Market 
Photo Workshop Alumni project. 
This group exhibition explores 

the public space in the City of Johannesburg 
through the lenses of migration, commuting 
and health. These dynamics showcase the 
transformation of this diverse city towards 
becoming a socially integrated African city.

The photographs represent a selection of 
images produced by students of the Market 
Photo Workshop during their class related 
projects between the years 2012 to 2016.

Park Station is the ideal space to make local 
emerging photographic work known to a wider 
public that does not usually have access to 
contemporary photography that is normally 
presented in traditional gallery spaces. Through 
U-Collaboration, the Market Photo Workshop 
partners with U-Care Medical Centre to promote 
emerging photographers and to give them the 
opportunity to exhibit to a larger public.

The exhibition runs until end of December 
2018 at the Johannesburg Station (Park Station) 
upper-floor U Care Walk in Clinic. #U-Care 
Medical Centres.
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