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The impressive award-winning building, 
Market Square, in Newtown was 
inaugurated on Wednesday 28 March 
2018 by the Minister of Arts and 

Culture,  Nathi Mthethwa. The multi -million rand 
investment funded by the Department of Arts & 
Culture in the heart of the cultural precinct  has 
given a vital boost to Newtown. 

Along with developments by Nedbank, 
Atterbury, the Newtown Mall and City Lodge 
amongst several other businesses, Newtown 
is becoming a vibrant district in the innercity of 
Johannesburg.

With Johannesburg being an economic gateway 
to South Africa, Newtown is also affirming its 
place as the cultural gateway to South Africa. This 
couldn’t be more evident than last week when 
the first international Atelier for Festival Managers 
was held at the Market Theatre precinct. With 27 
partcipants from 17 countries coming from across 
the globe, Newtown was abuzz with new networks 
beng forged to grow an international market for 
the cultural heartbeat of Johannesburg.

Enjoy this week’s edition of BUZZ.

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we focus on the minister of Arts and Culture, Nathi 
Mthethwa, inaugurating the award-winning Market Square, as well as the first 

international Atelier in Africa
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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The Minister of Arts and 
Culture, Nathi Mthethwa, 

Inaugurates the 
Award-Winning 
Market Square 

Arts and Culture minister, Nathi Mthethwa visits and inaugurates the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s new home

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The Market Theatre remains at the 
forefront of producing and presenting 
cutting edge work that has an 
authentic African artistic voice and 

which is inclusive of the rich tapestry of African 
diversity. With a subsidy from the Department 
of Arts & Culture the 42-year old institution 
has been able to enliven the Newtown cultural 
precinct with an award-winning 
building, Market Square.

On Wednesday 28 March, 
the Minister of Arts & Culture, 
Nathi Mthethwa, inaugurated 
the building which houses the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, 
Market Photo Workshop and 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
administrative headquarters.

“At the Market Theatre we 
create the future. We cement 
the careers of artists and present 
work of international acclaim.  
The Market Square Building is a 
campus where we can sculpture 
the future of the young people 
and safe- guard the legacy of 
the old”, said Kwanele Gumbi, 
Chairman of the Council of the Market Theatre 
Foundation at the inauguration.

This is the first time in 42-years that the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s three business units, the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, Market Photo 
Workshop and Market Theatre’s administration 
offices are housed in the same building.

“For some they see a building and for us 
– we see a platform, a stage for continuous 
improvement in the Arts”, Kwanele Gumbi 
added.

The Minister of Arts and Culture, Nathi 
Mthethwa commended the Market Theatre 
for giving a new impetus to the inner-city of 

Johannesburg. 

KMH Architects who designed 
the building were also in 
attendance at the inauguration 
proudly talking and showing 
the international award that 
they recently received at an 
awards ceremony in London for 
designing the best performing 
arts space in 2017.

The World Architecture News 
Award (WAN AWARD) was 
established to celebrate and 
promote the best in international 
architecture for performing arts 
venues. It attracts entries from all 
over the world. 

“The 42-year-old Market 
Theatre is a proud legacy to its founding fathers 
Barney Simon and Mannie Mannim. The Market 
Square will be a continuation of that legacy and 
it will be a reminder of the vision of those who 
took the baton from the founding fathers of the 
Market Theatre”, said Ismail Mahomed, the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

“At the Market 
Theatre we create 
the future. We 
cement the careers 
of artists and present 
work of international 
acclaim.  The Market 
Square Building is a 
campus where we can 
sculpture the future 
of the young people 
and safe- guard the 
legacy of the old”

- Kwanele Gumbi
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The First International 
Atelier in Africa: 

A Resounding Success!
Looking back at the first international Atelier in Africa

- Yusrah Bardien
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“The Market Theatre Foundation 
extends its appreciation to the 
Festival Academy and to the 
University of Witwatersrand for 

a superb partnership which has ensured that a 
new chapter will be written in history that the 
first Atelier for Young Festival Managers that was 
hosted in Africa was held at the Market Theatre”, 
were the remarks by the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s CEO, Ismail Mahomed, at the 
closing of the international event that brought 
27 delegates from 17 countries to the Market 
Theatre.

“The presence and participation of such a 
diverse group of participants coming from across 
the globe who have spent this past week at the 
Market Theatre Foundation has been both 
exciting and inspiring. We hope that each of you 
will take back with you precious memories about 
our theatre, our city and our country. Most of all, 
we hope that you will treasure the engagements 
that you have enjoyed with the 
people of our city and country; 
and that you will become brand 
ambassadors for the Market 
Theatre Foundation, the city 
of Johannesburg and of South 
Africa”, he continued.

He extended the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
appreciation to the managing director Inge 
Ceustermans, and project manager Laura 
Verbruggen of the Festival Academy for choosing 
to partner with the Market Theatre Foundation. 
He also extended gratitude to Brett Pyper and his 
team from Wits University for their dynamic role 
in the partnership; and for playing a pivotal role 
in working together with the Festival Academy in 
content development and in documenting this 
week’s deliberations. 

“We look forward to see the kind of scholarly 
work that Wits University will develop from this 
exercise so that it can continue to benefit the arts 
and creative economies”, Mahomed said in his 
address.

The Market Theatre Foundation also extended 
appreciation to Mike van Graan for brokering 
this partnership between the Market Theatre 

Foundation, University of Witwatersrand and 
the Festival Academy. Van Graan also played 
a strategic role in content development and 
directing the curriculum of the Academy.

“We also express our appreciation to the 
National Institute for Humanities and Social 
Sciences for a grant that has enabled the Market 
Theatre Foundation to partner with the Festival 
Academy on the Atelier Project. We also extend 
our appreciation to the Apartheid Museum 
and to the South African Constitution Court for 
hosting our delegates”, Mahomed explained.

He also extended his appreciation to 
Zama Buthelezi and her team in the Brand & 
Communications Department for promoting the 
Atelier across all the Foundation’s social media 
platforms; and in particular for bringing out a 
special edition of the Foundation’s weekly online 
supplement which carried an extensive feature 
of the Atelier.  

“Most of all we extend a special 
word of gratitude to each and 
every delegate at the Atelier --- 
local and international. We know 
that the arts sector will become a 
far more dynamic sector because 

of your vision, passion and leadership. We 
hope that you will take your learning from this 
Atelier and use it to strengthen your Festivals. 
Most of all, we are confident that the world will 
become a better place because of the delegates 
in this Atelier are so invested in the arts. You all 
recognize the power of the arts as a change 
agent to transform and build our societies.  In a 
world beset with so many challenges the arts give 
us hope. It unites us in our common humanity”, 
Mahomed said.

He concluded his remarks by quoting from the 
the words of Nelson Mandela, “It is music and 
dance that make me at peace with the world”.

Mahomed expressed profound gratitude 
to the Market Theatre Foundation’s Audience 
Engagement Strategist, Yusrah Bardien who 
took on all the coordinating and administrative 
responsibilities for the Atelier in South Africa.

“It is music and 
dance that make me at 
peace with the world”

- Nelson Mandela
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The Atelier: 
What Happened and 

What Next?
Highlights from the first International Atelier in Africa

- Yusrah Bardien
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“In the world of today where, in Europe 
for example, rising populism and right-
wing chauvinism are proposing easy 
solutions to changing realities, the 

role of the community is ever more important. 
Enabling a global conversation and creating a 
global community of festival managers is crucial” 
says managing director Inge Ceustermans. 

She continues “The Festival Academy is 
entering new territory with a first edition in the 
Global South. It is much needed to move the 
conversation between festival managers to this 
part of the globe, to change perspective and to 
allow for a dialogue and think up solutions on 
how to run sustainable festivals in today’s world 
with an equal point of departure”. 

Delegates brought strong political opinions 
regarding the Global North and South divide 
highlighting the significance of an Africa-focussed 
Atelier. Thought provoking exercises provided 
fertile soil from which to develop tool-kits of what 

is necessary for a good festival in today’s world.  
With the input of festival managers who are 
mostly from Africa, Wits University will document 
and process the conversations of this week and 
create valuable resources of tool-kits for festival 
managers in the Global South. 

Content curator Mike van Graan pushed 
delegates to interrogate complex moral and 
ethical situations which continually divided 
the group while maintaining a safe space for 
conscious debate. Van Graan pushed participants 
to take a position on situations like funding from 
questionable sources, whether festival managers 
should accept an Israeli-artist despite the call for 
a cultural ban from Palestinian people or what 
are the implications of Russia ousting the British 
Council from their borders. 

This thought-provoking event saw 27 
participants coming from 17 countries and was 
opened by Ambassador of Belgium to South 
Africa, H.E Hubert Cooreman.
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Winnie Mandela: 
A Woman of Force  

Remembering the legendary Winnie Mandela 
- Ismail Mahomed

 - Photographs by: Thandile Zwelibanzi

Lulu Mlangeni, performer and choreographer for Confined, which was inspired by the life and times of 
Mam Winnie Mandela
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Winnie Mandela’s life was an 
inspiration and a beacon of 
hope. Her name has echoed in 
many theatre productions by 

playwrights who marveled at how she overcame 
all adversity and to retain the title, Mother of the 
Nation. Her passing at the age of 81 this week is 
a sad blow but her contributions 
to South Africa will always 
remain legendary.

The final South African theatre 
production created to celebrate 
her life was presented at the 
Market Theatre in February this 
year when Lulu Mhlangeni staged her brilliant 
dance production, Confined.

In a review published online, arts reporter 
Kedibone Modise wrote, “Mlangeni managed 
to evoke the emotions of the struggle without 
uttering a word - it was only the sighs and moans 
and deep cries of sorrow as she fought through 
adversities that Madikizela-Mandela and many 
other women endured.”

Writing on his Facebook page, leading South 
African choreographer Gregory Maqoma 
commented, “Thank you Lulu Mlangeni, 
conceiver and director of a dance production 
Confined documenting the painful and lonely 
life of Mama Winnie Mandela - it is a work that 
makes long hard to reach to Mama Mandela 

to want to hold her, to protect 
her. Thanks to Market Theatre 
for the commission, thanks to 
Vuyani Dance Theatre for the 
grooming and giving a home 
to artist to dream and dig into 
archives of our painful past and 
to help us heal. May Your Soul 

Rest In Peace Mama Winnie Mandela”.

At a memorial service held for Nelson Mandela 
at the Market Theatre on 12 December 2013, 
South African singer Yvonne Chaka Chaka said, 
“If it wasn’t for Winnie Mandela the name Nelson 
Mandela would have died. She conscientised 
us. She made us sing about Mandela. She took 
the bull by the horns. I have so much respect for 
her”.

“To those who oppose 
us, we say, ‘Strike the 
woman, and you strike 
the rock’. ”

- Winnie Mandela
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At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

In honour of the life Mam Winnie Mandela led, and the role she played in the 
fall of Apartheid, we remember her and the powerful place of outspoken black 

women against oppression from yesterday and today.    
- Yusrah Bardien
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491 DAYS - Prisoner 
Number 1323/69

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela

On a freezing winter’s night, 
a few hours before dawn on 
12 May 1969, security police 
stormed the Soweto home 
of Winnie Mandela and 
detained her in the presence 
of her two young daughters, 
then aged nine and ten.

 
Rounded up in a group of 

other anti-apartheid activists 
under Section 6 of the 
Terrorism Act, designed for 
the security police to hold 
and interrogate people for as 
long as they wanted, she was 
taken away. She had no idea 
where they were taking her 
or what would happen to her 
children. For Winnie Mandela 
this was the start of a 491-day 
period of detention and two 
trials.

 
Forty-one years after 

Winnie’s release on 14 
September 1970, Greta 
Soggot, the widow of David 
Soggot, one of Winnie 
Mandela’s advocates during 
the 1969–70 trials, handed her 
a stack of papers that included 
a journal and notes that she 
had written in detention. 
Their arrival brought back 
vivid and horrifying memories 
and uncovered a unique and 

personal slice of South Africa’s 
history.

 
491 Days: Prisoner Number 

1323/69 shares with the world 
Winnie Mandela’s moving 
and compelling journal as well 
as some of the letters written 
between affected parties at 
the time, including Winnie 
and Nelson Mandela, who by 
then had been in prison for 
nearly seven years.

 
Readers gain insight into 

the brutality she experienced, 
her depths of despair as well 
as her resilience and defiance 
under extreme pressure. 
This young wife and mother 
emerged after 491 days in 
detention unbowed and 
determined to continue the 
struggle for freedom.

 
Consider buying this 

book online from Exclus1ve 
Books here: https://www.
exclusivebooks.co.za/

The Cry of Winnie Mandela
Njabulo S. Ndebele

Considered to be one of the most thoughtful books about women’s sacrifices 
and contributions to the struggle against apartheid this novel focuses on four 
women at a specific period in the history of southern Africa, who have spent 
time waiting for their men to return.

Bad Feminist
Roxane Gay

A collection of essays spanning politics, criticism, and feminism from one of 
the most-watched young cultural observers of her generation. The portat that 
emerges in not only of an incredibly insightful woman continually growing to 
understand herself and our society but also an examination of the ways in 
which the culture we consumes becomes who we are.



18    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 17



19 March - 8 April 2018    19



20    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 17

The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose 
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable 
leader in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week in the Art of Partnerships BUZZ 
celebrates its partnership with the Festival Academy, who recently hosted their annual 

Atelier at the Market Theatre. 
 

  - Yusrah Bardien

The Festival Academy (an initiative of 
the European Festivals Association) 
was organised in collaboration with 
The Market Theatre and the Wits 

School of Arts. The Festival Academy is an 
initiative of the European Festivals Association, 
co-founded by the Creative Europe Programme 
of the European Union) This edition of the 
Atelier would not have been possible without 
the generous support of French Institute South 
Africa - IFAS, Goethe Institute South Africa, Swiss 
Arts Council - Pro Helvetia Johannesburg, Arts 
Council Korea, DOEN Foundation, Spanish 
Embassy of South Africa, Belgian Embassy of 
South Africa and National Arts Council of South 
Africa 

How to get involved

The next Atelier Festival for Young Managers 
takes place in Gothenburg, Sweden between 
23 and 29 August 2018. The deadline for 
applications has been extended to 15 April, 
make your online application here: https://
www.thefestivalacademy.eu/en/news/1749-
application-deadline-extended-atelier-for-
young-festival-managers-gothenburg/
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Transforming the City with 
a Photo Exhibition at Park 

Station  
Market Photo Workshop partners with the U-Care Medical Centre for a photo 

exhibition at Park Station 
- Lemogang Matlhong

- Photographer: Siphosihle Mkhwanazi 

Emerging photographers have been given 
an opportunity to exhibit their photographs to 
a larger public at Johannesburg’s Park Station 
through a unique partnership between the 
Market Photo Workshop and the U-Care 
Medical Centre. 

The photographs in the U-Collaboration 
exhibition represent a selection of images 
produced by alumni of the Market Photo 
Workshop during their class-related projects 
completed between 2012 to 2016. The group 
exhibition explores the public space in the city of 
Johannesburg through the lenses of migration, 
commuting and health. The dynamics showcase 

the transformation of a diverse city as it heads 
towards becoming a socially integrated African 
city.

“Park Station is the ideal space to make 
local emerging photographic work known to a 
wider public that does not usually have access 
to contemporary photography that is normally 
presented in traditional gallery spaces”, said 
Lekhetho Makola, head of the Market Photo 
Workshop.

The U-Collaboration – Exploring a Transforming 
City exhibition will be at the U-Care Medical 
Centre at Park Station until 31 December 2018.
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Market Theatre Laboratory 
Spreads Wings in 

Mpumalanga  
Market Theatre Laboratory expands its boundaries and offers a new 12 week 

short course in acting in Nelspruit (Mpumalanga) 
- Clara Vaughan

Following the huge success of the 
Market Photo Workshop’s short 
courses in photography at the Sibikwa 
Arts Centre in Benoni, the Market 

Theatre Laboratory is now spreading its wings 
and will offer a part-time 12 week short course 
in Nelspruit (Mpumalanga) as an entry point into 
the performing arts for aspiring actors with little 
training or minimal experience.

The course will provide a comprehensive 
foundation in the basic skills and techniques 
of acting, introducing by a new concept each 
week. The 12th and final class will be a showcase 

of some of the work achieved during the course, 
giving the students the opportunity to perform 
and get feedback on their progress. Students 
will be awarded a certificate confirming that they 
have successfully completed the Market Theatre 
Laboratory’s short course.

The course will take place from 12 May to 
28 July. The course fee is R2000.  Application 
forms are available at the Reception Desk in 
Market Square or can be downloaded from the 
following link. http://www.marketlab.co.za/part-
time acting classes/ 
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National Theatre Live at the 
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T he Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
screenings of National Theatre Live 
films have been so popular since 
the series was launched at the 

Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year. 

The programme of screenings for the first 
semester of this year has been announced as 
following:

Follies 
Stephen Sondheim’s legendary musical is staged 

for the first time at the National Theatre and 
broadcast live to cinemas. New York, 1971. There’s 
a party on the stage of the Weismann Theatre. 
Tomorrow the iconic building will be demolished. 
Thirty years after their final performance, the Follies 
girls gather to have a few drinks, sing a few songs, 
and lie about themselves. Tracie Bennett, Janie 
Dee, and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent 
Follies in this dazzling new production. Featuring a 
cast of 37 and an orchestra of 21, it’s directed by 
Dominic Cooke (The Comedy of Errors). Winner 
of Academy, Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards, 
Sondheim’s previous work includes A Little Night 
Music, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park with 
George. Please note this broadcast does not have 
an interval. Please note that this performance of 
Follies includes strobe lighting.

Date: Thursday 26 April
Time: 13h00

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Tennessee Williams’ twentieth century 

masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly 
limited season in London’s West End in 2017. 
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’ 
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside, 
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy 
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at 
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s 
birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive 
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round 
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to 
destroy their marriage. With the future of the 
family at stake, which version of the truth is real – 
and which will win out? Please note that the stage 
production has an age guidance of 15 and over. 
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production 
photography Johan Person.

Date: Friday18 May
Time: 13h00
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

Meet Me at Dawn - Mannie Manim 16 15

The Gibson Kente Musical 
- The John Kani

13 - 29

The Train Driver - Mannie Manim 4 3

Nongogo - Windybrow Arts Centre 15 15
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MEET ME AT DAWN
“Two women wash up on a distant shore 

following a violent boating accident. Dazed by 
their experience, they look for a path home. 
But they discover that this unfamiliar land is not 
what it seems – and that, though they may be 
together, they have never been further apart.

Unflinchingly honest and tenderly lyrical, 
Meet Me at Dawn is a modern fable exploring 
the triumph of everyday love, the mystery of 
grief, and the temptation to become lost in a 
fantasy future that will never be.

Inspired by Orpheus’s desperate reclamation 
of his wife Eurydice from the underworld, Meet 
Me at Dawn is written by the award-winning 
playwright Zinnie Harris…”

Performed by Pamela Nomvete and 
Natasha Sutherland

Dates
 Friday 21 March –  
 Sunday 14 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim
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The Gibson Kente Musical
Where Robert Sobukwe, Mirriam Makeba 

and Nelson Mandela left an indelible mark in 
our imagination, the late Gibson “Bra Gib” 
Kente (1932 – 2004) prevalently referred to as 
the father of township theatre played an equally 
consequential role. Plays like How Long, I Believe 
and Too Late amongst many others spoke to 
the heart of what indigenous South Africans 
experienced under a repressive and foreign 
regime. 

It is from the townships that legends like 
him have influenced the cultural, economic 
and political landscape of South Africa and 
various parts of the globe. Gibson Kente was 
a theatre extraordinaire; he was a director, 
producer, playwright, music composer and 
choreographer of his own plays. Not only was 
he a theatre practitioner but he also contributed 
to the education and training space in South 
Africa. Being the cardinal storyteller illustrating 
black pain, love and aspiration in the time of 
Apartheid, it is with great pleasure to announce 
that he will be commemorated in a musical 

tribute of songs from the plays he produced by 
Soweto Theatre in collaboration with Market 
Theatre. 

Performed by: Billy Langa, Mxolisi and 
Siboniso (Soulphiatown), Gugu Mbongwa, 
Nobantu Baba, Ntsika Fana Ngxanga, 
Thembisile Khumalo, Xoli Bongwana, Paballo 
Sithe.

Dates
 Friday 13 April –  
 Sunday 29 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The John Kani
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Last Week in Pictures 
Arts and Culture Minister, Nathi Mthethwa Inaugurates the Market Square

- Photographer: Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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Last Week in Pictures 
Exhibition Opening of Photo Incubator: Edition Three

28 March 2018
Photo Workshop Gallery

The Market Photo Workshop, in partnership with the Department of Arts 
and Culture, presented Photo Incubator: Edition Three, an exhibition of work 

produced by participants of the third Photography Incubator Programme, held 
at the Market Photo Workshop from 2017 - 2018.    

The 6 photographers exhibiting are:
 Andile Bhala, Baveesha Naran, Joy Meyer, Kerileng Mafole, 

Niamh Walsh-Vorster and Sipho Gongxeka

The exhibition will be open until 26 April 2018.
- Photographer: Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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