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South Africa’s arts and cultural legends 
were honoured at the Market Theatre 
when the Minister of Arts & Culture, 
Nathi Mthetwa launched the Living 

Legends Trust fund at a celebratory event in the 
John Kani Theatre on 23 April 2018.  Presenting 
a cheque of R10 million to the Living Legends 
project chairperson, Welcome Msomi and deputy 
chairperson, Letta Mbulu, the Minister committed 
a further R10 million towards the Trust to be 
paid in September 2018. The Market Theatre’s 
artistic director, James Ngcobo directed Re go 
rwesha dipalakata’ - A Song for our Legends 
for the gala night which attracted politicians, 
diplomats, corporate leaders, media and high 
level personalities from the arts and cultural sector.

Committed towards supporting initiatives that 
invest in celebrating South African legends and 
to also developing the next generation of arts 
legends the Market Theatre Foundation has 
once again partnered with the Arts  Cuture Trust 
(ACT) to present the annual ACT Scholarship 
Awards at the Market Theatre. Budding artists 
and arts teachers should see page 25 of BUZZ for 
registration details.

As from this month, BUZZ will be published 
bi-monthly as a bumper edition. The next issue 
of BUZZ will go online on 15 May 2018. Watch 
out for details soon when BUZZ also becomes 
available as a hard copy print edition for purchase 
in the foyers of the Market Theatre.

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we look back at the launch of the Living Legends 
Trust fund, as well as the Re go rwesha dipalakata’ - A Song for Our Legends 

tribute, which was hosted at the Market Theatre on 23 April 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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A Song for Our Legends in a 
Night of Honour  

The Market Theatre hosts Re go rwesha dipalakata’ - A Song for Our Legends, 
where the Minister of Arts & Culture, Nathi Mthetwa, presents a cheque of 

R10 million to the Living Legends Trust
- Zama “Sweetness” Buthelezi & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

- Photographer: ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
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‘R e go rwesha dipalakata’ - A Song for 
our Legends was the masterpiece 
created by the Market Theatre’s 
artistic director, James Ngcobo, to 

honour the works of South Africa’s arts and cultural 
legends Jonas Gwangwa; Fred Hagemann; the 
Prof. Keorapetse Kgositsile; Abigail Kubeka; 
Joseph Louw; Peter Magubane; Miriam Makeba; 
Dorothy Masuka; Don Matera; Todd Matshikiza; 
Miriam Tladi; Dolly Rathebe; Caiphus Semenya 
and Adam Small. 

With several of the legends present in the 
auditorium this was no ordinary show. It was a 
night to honour and James Ngcobo pulled out 
all the fullstops to make it memorable and a 
worthy praise to the men and women who have 
left an indelible mark on South Africa’s cultural 
landscape. It was no surprise for this production 
to receive a rousing applause and standing 
ovation.

The show followed a presentation of a cheque 
of R10 million by the Minister of Arts & Culture, 
Nathi Mthetwa, to the Livings Legends Trust 
headed by Welcome Msomi and Letta Mbulu.

“Since the Living Legends programme 
was launched on 25 August 2015, the Living 
Legends have participated in more than 100 
public participation programmes and impacted 
more than 2 000 participants ranging from 
master classes, colloquiums, guest lectures 
and incubator workshops at community art 
centres, public entities across the country. They 
have influenced, shaped and shared their skills, 
knowledge and African wisdom extensively with 
the youth”, stated Minister Nathi Mthethwa.

“They have 
influenced, shaped 
and shared their 
skills, knowledge 
and African wisdom 
extensively with the 
youth”

- Minister Nathi Mthethwa
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The Living Legends Legacy Trust Endowment 
Fund will support a number of programmes that 
is intended to increase their participation of South 
Africa’s cultural veterans in the socio-economic 
and cultural sectors. This Board of Trustees of the 
Endownment Trust, reporting to the Department 
of Arts & Culture, will be charged with the daunting 
task of making sure that the Living Legends  
benefit optimally from the endowment.

“The ultimate objective is to provide continued 
support and increase the living legends’ economic 
beneficiation prospects. This, however, should not 
be misconstrued as a social security intervention. 
We are merely balancing the scales of justice 
to ensure mutual beneficiation and stimulate a 
dynamic cross-generational interaction among 
the practitioners in the arts, culture and heritage 
sector. We also believe that our Living legends, 
have a fundamental role to play in assisting 
aspirant artists to hone their skills”, added Minister 
Mthethwa.

“The ultimate objective is to provide 
continued support and increase the living 
legends’ economic beneficiation prospects.”

- Minister Nathi Mthethwa
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Personal and Collective 
Identities Explored with 

Visiting Artist 
A look back at the masterclass presented by Swedish-Japanese performing artist Hiroko 

Tsuchimoto with the first year students at the Market Theatre Laboratory
- Clara Vaughan

In a continued quest to give students 
at the Market Theatre Laboratory the 
opportunity to work with iartists from across 
the South African  the Swedish-Japanese 

performing artist Hiroko Tsuchimoto conducted 
a masterclass with the first year students at the 
Laboratory. Previous visiting artists have been 
from South Korea, USA and the UK.

Hiroko Tsuchimoto is a visual/performance 
artist based in Stockholm. She holds an MFA 
from Konstfack University College of Arts, Crafts, 
and Design, and she also studied at Royal 
Institute of Art in Stockholm. Going back and 
forth between ethnographic curiosity and critical 
distance, Tsuchimoto investigates the cultural 
constructions of personal and collective identity. 

Tsuchimoto approaches sites, situations, and 
people with both critical eyes and a disinterested 
gaze in her artistic practice. She also uses her 
self-representation as an analytical tool towards 
social problems of gender, race, ethnicity, and 
nationality. She gathers controversial issues as 
subject matters and explores how to expose 
unapparent power structures in sociocultural 
contexts. 

Her workshop at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory has offered the students memorable 
emotional experiences that will leave them with 
“question marks” about the invisible issues in 
contemporary society. Her visit is made possible 
through a residency programme with Iaspis 
Konstnärsnämnden in Sweden and the Bag 
Factory.
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Sibikwa Total Photography 
Training Project 2018 Public 

Showcase 
Looking back at the 10-week introduction to photography course presented by the 

Market Photo Workshop at the Sibikwa Arts Centre
- Bekie Ntini

A 10-week introduction to 
photography course presented by 
the Market Photo Workshop at the 
Sibikwa Arts Centre culminate in a 

group exhibition showcasing the work of its its 8 
trainees.

Made possible with a sponsorship from Total 
SA, the course focused on training the participants 
to use basic technical and visual literacy skills 
of digital photography to conceptualise and 
develop their own photography projects, stories 
and voice around their communities. 

“We are broadening the scope of the Sibikwa 
Arts Centre and encouraging a diverse range of 

people to participate in the Centres’ activities. 
The photography course is important for young 
people who participated in it as it has the 
ability to set the participants on a career path 
in photography provided they are committed, 
work hard and are tenacious”, said Sibikwa Arts 
Centre Artistic Director, Phyllis Klotz.

The training project specifically targeted 
“out-of-school-out-of-work” youth between the 
ages of 18 and 26. The 8 photographers who 
completed the project are Dumisane Khumalo, 
Lelo Nokwa, Mandisa Mankanku, Msizi Nkosi, 
Ntokozo Mpanza, Thando Ngidi, Zandile Ndlovu 
and Zolani Thombeni.
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“We are broadening the scope of the 
Sibikwa Arts Centre and encouraging a 
diverse range of people to participate in the 
Centres’ activities. The photography course is 
important for young people who participated 
in it as it has the ability to set the participants 
on a career path in photography provided 
they are committed, work hard and are 
tenacious”

- Phyllis Klotz (Sibikwa Arts Centre Artistic Director)
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KWASHA 
Coming to a Circus Near You 

KWASHA! Drama Company prepares for The Little Prince by mastering the skills for 
circus acts

- Matthews Rantsoma

In preparation for their National Arts 
Festival debut in July, the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s newly established residency 
company, Kwasha! Drama Company is 

mastering the skills for circus acts that will be 
incorporated into their production of The Little 
Prince that will be showcased on the Festival’s 
main programme.

The Kwasha! Drama Company members 
jointly share some of their circus training 
experiences.

“Back flips, hand stands, lifting and twisting, 
interesting movements that spines our bodies 
into beautiful images. It has been an interesting 
and very fruitful journey since we started. We 
have learned alot about our bodies and how to 
use them in a space. 

The floor has been a very friendly teacher to us 
as we have not yet hit it and broken our backs.  

We have found a lot of other interesting things 
that our bodies can do with other bodies. For 
instance, how possible do you think it is for one 
body to move from the floor level and jump 
straight up to sit on the shoulder of another. Or 
how possible is it to balance someone while on 
the floor with only your hands. (with his/her body 
straight up, no one there to balance him/her) 
tricky huh? 

It’s all in a day’s learning at the circus. It’s been 
fun and fruitful, heavy lifting and body shifting.  
Lots of sweat still to leave our bodies as we 
continue carousing and learning.  It’s always 
a bowl of fun at the circus with the casual stiff 
bodies the next day. As we continue shocking 
our bodies with more movements, more lifts, 
more spinal cord twisting. We are having a lot 
of fun.”

The Kwasha! Drama Company is resident at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre. 
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Designer Johan Engels 
Celebrated Online  

The incredibly sucessful life of renowned stage designer, Johan Engels 
- Zama “Sweetness” Buthelezi & Ismail Mahomed

-All Images obtained from www.johanengels.net
- Top: Joanna-Weinberg-as-Desdemona-John-Kani-as-Othello-Richard-Haines-as-Iago-©-Ruphin-Coudyzer-1 

 - Middle Left:Sean-Taylor-©-Ruphin-Coudyzer  |  Middle Right: Anthony-Fridjhon-Peter-Se-Puma-©-Ruphin-Coudyzer
 - Bottom Left: Kevin-Smith-as-Sloane-©-Ruphin-Coudyzer  |  Bottom Centre: The-Good-Woman-of-Sharkville_1-©-Ruphin-Coudyzer-1  |  
Bottom Right: Kurt-Egelhof-as-Ashrat-Danny-Keogh-as-Wilson-Frantz-Dobrowsky-as-Barnes-Eric-Nobbs-as-Kramer-John-Kani-as-Tselilo-

©-Ruphin-Coudyzer 

http://www.johanengels.net 
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The name Johan Engles is no stranger 
to South Africa’s theatre veterans. 
Th renowned stage designer  would 
have celebrated his 66th birthday  on 

4 April 2018. The website www.johanengels.net 
is an attempt at cataloguing his indelible mark on 
the world.

At the Market Theatre he designed Lysistrata, 
Mother Courage, Long Day’s Journey Into Night, 
Death of Bessie Smith, Children of a Lesser 
God and for the Cape Performing Arts Board’s 
(CAPAB), Die Fledermaus, Sweet Bird of Youth 
and The Merchant of Venice. 

Born in Scottburgh, Kwa-Zulu Natal, Johan 
dreamt of working in the theatre from a very 
young age. He studied fine arts, specialising in 
theatre design, at the University of Pretoria. Little 
did he know how far his ambitions would take 
him: the Royal Shakespeare Company, Vienna 
State Opera, Broadway, Opéra de Marseille, 
National Theatre of Norway and the Bregenzer 
Festspiele.

He joined the Performing Arts Council of 
Transvaal (PACT) in 1974 initially working as the 
resident designer and then as a freelancer on 
numerous projects such as The Barber of Seville, 
Die Fledermaus, Major Barbara, Macbeth and 
The Sound of Music. 

He joined PACT’s Ballet Company in 1975 
when he designed the company’s productions 
of Romeo and Juliet and Vespri. The following 
year he designed new costumes for Swan Lake 
and in 1979 the costumes for Cinderella, a 
new Romeo and Juliet and the company’s first 
production of La Sylphide. AT PACT he worked 
with local designers such as Aubrey Couling, 

Neels Hansen, Raimond Schoop and Richard 
Cook.

In 1979 Johan left South Africa for an extended 
study tour at the Deutsche Oper Berlin, 
Bayreuth, Glyndebourne and Covent Garden. 
He subsequently settled in London where his 
projects included Martha (New Sadler’s Wells 
Opera), Faust (Royal Opera House), Guistino 
(Handel Opera), Custom of the Country (RSC), 
Hay Fever (Royal Exchange, Manchester) and a 
new West End production of The Boyfriend. 

While in Europe he also designed the costumes 
for a new production of Rigoletto at the Maggio 
Musicale in Florence and was a member of the 
British stage design team represented at the 
Prague Quadrennial in 1983.

He returned to South Africa in 1986, where 
he again worked on several productions at the 
Market Theatre with Janice Honeyman and 
Robert Whitehead (As Is, Entertaining Mr Sloane, 
I’m not Rappaport), as well as the controversial 
production of Othello, with Janet Suzman 
directing John Kani in the title role. Johan was 
awarded a Vita Award for Best Design for As 
Is and for I’m not Rappaport, both directed by 
Honeyman.

Johan’s untimely death on 7 November 2014 
occurred while he was working on a series 
of productions, amongst which included the 
Fugard Theatre’s West Side Story and The Ring 
for Lyric Opera Chicago.

Details about his extensive career can be found 
on the website that is dedicated to celebrating 
his life and works.

http://www.johanengels.net 
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Greg Homann at home at the 
Market Theatre  

Greg Homann returns to the Barney Simon theatre once again with 
Suzan-Lori Parks’s In the Blood 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Greg Homann is no stranger to the 
Market Theatre. During April, 
he directed the Wits University 
production of Suzan-Lori Parks’s In 

the Blood  in the Barney Simon Theatre. 

Homann’s first production 
for the Market Theatre was in 
2006 when he directed Craig 
Higginson’s South African 
adaptation of William Golding’s 
Lord of the Flies. 

“Lord of the Flies, to my 
knowledge, the only fully 
professional cast of kids to have 
worked at the Market Theatre. 
I was a very young director and 
almost unaware of the challenge 
I was taking on. It had a successful 
season of somewhere between 
7 to 9 weeks (I can’t remember 
exactly), with many matinee 
performances exclusively to 
high-schools”, Homann recalls.

The cast ranged in age from 
eleven-years-old to twenty-one, 
one of them was a thirteen-year-
old Daniel Richards who is now 
a celebrated actor, recently seen 
touring the country in Mike van 
Graan’s Pay Back the Curry and 
State Fracture.

In 2009, Homann directed Mike van Graan’s 
Brothers in Blood. The production won the Naledi 

Award for Best New South African Play. The 
Market Theatre’s production was reproduced 
under Homann’s direction by Artscape in 2012 
with a Cape Town based cast. 

“This work also began a 
close working collaboration 
between myself and the 
actor David Dennis – we have 
worked together a number of 
times since then. In 2012 David 
acted alongside Fiona Ramsay 
and Fezile Mpela in a career 
highlight for me which was 
directing the world-premiere at 
the Market Theatre of Delirium 
by international playwright and 
activist, Ariel Dorfman”, says 
Greg Homann. 

All three of the plays that Greg 
Homann has directed for the 
Market Theatre have been in 
the Barney Simon Theatre. No 
wonder he calls the place home.

“Returning to that same 
venue with Suzan-Lori Parks’s In 
the Blood felt a bit like coming 
home. This theatre holds a 
distinctive place in my career and 
in my heart. The opportunity to 

share this special place with Wits students - my 
alma mater - makes the whole experience extra 
special”, says Greg Homann.

“This work also 
began a close working 
collaboration between 
myself and the actor 
David Dennis – we 
have worked together 
a number of times 
since then. In 2012 
David acted alongside 
Fiona Ramsay and 
Fezile Mpela in a career 
highlight for me which 
was directing the world-
premiere at the Market 
Theatre of Delirium by 
international playwright 
and activist, Ariel 
Dorfman”

- Greg Homann
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre BUZZ invites our artists, 
patrons and supporters to share their memories of the Market Theatre. This 
week, Graham Lindop, a chairman of the Market Theatre Foundation in its 

early years discusses a day in the life of the Market Theatre when the American 
Business Community took over the Market Theatre. 

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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“With all the hype and excitement 
surrounding the inauguration of Nelson 
Mandela as the first President of the 
new South Africa on 27 April 1994, an 

event held the previous evening at the Market 
Theatre was largely overlooked by the media. 
The American Chamber of Commerce in South 
Africa (Amcham) hired the main theatre (now the 
John Kani Theatre) so that their members could 
greet Hilary Clinton, representing her husband 
President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore 
and his wife, Tipper who had come to South Africa 
to attend Nelson Mandela’s inauguration.

The Market underestimated the havoc that 
the FBI and the Presidential security team would 
wreck. The building went into “lock down” for two 
days before the event. The entire Market Theatre 
precinct was crawling with security agents and 
weird looking men with ante-bugging devices. 
The US Government had flown into South Africa 
bullet proof cars for the entourage’s travel. Part 
of the preparations involved the construction of 
a bullet proof tunnel off Bree Street to the fire 
escape of the theatre. It was sufficiently wide that 
the Presidential limo would reverse off the street 
up to the fire escape!

John Kani, then CEO of the Market and Tony 
Lonmon Davies, the GM ,and I had to be briefed 
on protocol, in advance of the arrival of the party. 
We stood in the tunnel for over an hour while 
other VIPs and the cast of the show waited on 
the stage. After a long wait I asked an official-
looking security agent (his ears were wired up to 
a speaking device) how late the party was going 
to be. The next thing I heard him repeating the 
question into his mouthpiece and the reply came 
back “Mrs Clinton has just got out of the bath”!

The party was staying at the Carlton Hotel where 
the US Government had hired three floors. The 
Presidential party was in the middle of the three 
floors, presumably to protect them if a bomb was 
detonated!

Finally the sirens outside signalled the arrival 
of the party. John, Tony and I had to greet them 
in the dingy tunnel before leading them through 
the fire escape directly onto the stage. “Hail the 
Chief!” 

For a privileged few the celebrations to 
inaugurate Madiba had begun a day earlier at the 
Market Theatre! 

“
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader 
in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week BUZZ focuses on the partnership 

between the Market Theatre Foundation and the Wits Univerity Theatre.  
  - Beverley Batohi

The partnership between the Market Theatre 
and the Wits Theatre a division of the Wits 
School of Arts , grew out of an impulse to offer 
innovative ways of giving Wits School of Arts 
and especially the Theatre and Performance  
students a platform to  stage theatre productions 
in a professional setting,  where they are able to  
experience the essence of working in an artistic 
theatre environment with a committed  and 
talented team.  

The students  also bring elements of artistic 
excitement to the Market Theatre. The Market 
Theatre Foundation has given the Wits Theatre 
the artistic licence to produce works under their 

umbrella with the full support of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Brand & Communications, 
Staging and Technical departments.  This 
enables the student to know and feel what will 
await them when they complete their degrees. 

Since its inception of the partnership four 
years ago, the Wits Theatre has staged 
successful theatre productions at the Market 
Theatre.  Through the partnership, Wits Theatre 
has broadened audiences at the Wits Theatre 
and Market Theatre through developing an 
extended creative hub that stretches over the 
Mandela Bridge from Braamfontein to Newtown. 
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Market Theatre Will Play 
Host to ACT Sholarship 

Award 
The Market Theatre to host the final night of the 

Arts & Culture Trust’s Scholarships Awards
- ACT

The final night of the Arts & Culture 
Trust’s Scholarship Awards will once 
again take place at the Market 
Theatre.

“As an institution committed to promoting 
artistic excellence and to broadening access for 
both audiences and artists, the Market Theatre 
Foundation is pleased to once again support the 
Scholarships Programme”, said Zama Buthelezi, 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s  Brand & 
Communications Manager.

The scholarship which is 
an initiative Arts & Cuture 
Trust is also supported by the 
Dramatic, Artistic and Literary 
Rights Organisation (DALRO) 
and Nedbank. Past winners 
include Arlin Bantam, Tankiso 
Mamabolo and Zola Myeza, 
among many other talented 
performers who are making 
a name for themselves in the 
South African entertainment 
industry.

Country-wide auditions will 
be held from 26 June - 10 July, 2018. Three 
finalists in each category of dance, singing, 
acting and musical theatre will be selected to 
travel to Johannesburg for a week of intensive 
training and rehearsals that will culminate in a 
showcase performance in the John Kani at the 
Market Theatre. 

The panel of judges made up of industry 
professionals will award the scholarship based on 

the evening’s performance as well as interviews 
conducted earlier in the day. 

“We are looking for dedicated scholars 
with drive and ambition. Sometimes it’s the 
commitment they show during the week that 
tips the balance. I don’t envy the judges, it’s 
always a tough decision”, says ACT CEO, Marcus 
Desando 

Funded by Nedbank and the Dramatic Arts 
and Literary Rights Organisation (DALRO) 
and supported by The Market Theatre, the 

Scholarships Programme 
strives to nurture young talent 
and provide tertiary education 
opportunities to young people 
who have their sights set on 
pursuing performing arts 
training in 2019. 

Scholarship applications 
are open to young people 
intending on studying towards a 
performing arts degree in 2019. 
Applicants may audition in the 
categories of singing, dance, 
acting and musical theatre and 
are open to learners currently 

in grade 12 and individuals under the age of 30 
who have successfully completed grade 12 and 
are not currently registered for study towards an 
undergraduate degree.  Registrations close on 
Thursday, 31 May 2017. 

For more details on audition criteria and 
how to register please visit http://act.org.za/
programmes/scholarships.html

“We are looking for 
dedicated scholars with 
drive and ambition. 
Sometimes it’s the 
commitment they show 
during the week that tips 
the balance. I don’t envy 
the judges, it’s always a 
tough decision”

- Marcus Desando (ACT CEO)

http://act.org.za/programmes/scholarships.html
http://act.org.za/programmes/scholarships.html
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At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

Dramatic events took place last month with the Chief Khoisan SA and his 
colleagues walking to the Union Buildings with demands to government that 

the Khoisan people be recognised as the “legitimate first race of South Africa”. 
They also demanded that the language “Khoekhoegowab” be recognised as an 
official language and that land restoration rights needs to be extended to them. 
One of their other demands was that the term “coloured” be removed from the 

vocabulary of Statistics South Africa. BUZZ puts the spotlight on authors who 
during apartheid, were categorised as “Coloured’.     

- Yusrah Bardien
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Shirley,  Goodness & Mercy 
Chris van Wyk

Chris van Wyk was an activist, poet, novelist and short story 
writer , and on e of South Africa’s best-loved literary figures. In this 
poignant, often upraoariously funny memoir, Van Wyk revisits his 
boyhood in the so-called Coloured township of Riverlea during 
apartheid. Amidst poverty and racism he finds love, support and 
above all, humour in his community-and we learn how an early 
love for books launched him on a writing career.

‘Buckingham Palace’, District Six 
Richard Rive

In 1966 parts of District Six in Cape Town were declared for 
white occupation only, in terms of the notorious Group Areas Act. 
Its inhabitants were forcibly removed to the bleak Cape Flats. 
Rive’s novel portrays  the close community of District Six through 
its moments of triumph and despair, its loves, its hatreds and its 
offbeat characters. 

What Will People Say? 
Rehana Rossoux

In What Will People Say? a rich variety of township characters 
– the preachers, the teachers, the gangsters and the defeated- 
come to life in vivid language as the eke out the lives in the 
shadows of the gray concrete apartment blocks on the Cape 
Flats. 

Read these books! Tell us 
what are your thoughts? Send 
your thoughts through to our 

Facebook page.
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Market Theatre Tours   
Busi Letwaba takes learners from the Peter Mokaba Primary School on a tour 

through the Market Theatre Complex with a special staging of Bapa
- Busi Letwaba

The Peter Mokaba Primary School is 
a public school located in Moloto 
Village, Mpumalanga. The school is 
named to honour the notable freedom 

fighter who was a deputy member in the South 
African Parliament. On 25 April --- 2 days before 
Freedom Day --- learners from the school came 
for an educational tour of the Market Theatre 
and also watch Teresa Phuti Mojela’s dance piece, 
Bapa.

For the learners this was their first visit to a 
theatre and the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
tour guide, Bus Letwaba, ensured that they have 
a memorable day.

Her tour included fun and educational 
exercises as she took them on a journey of the 
Market Theatre. She included a lively Q & A 
session with give-away prizes and an opportunity 
for the learners to take photographs with the 
cast of Bapa. 

Tours of the Market Theatre take place 
every Wednesday to give arts enthusiasts and 
drama students an opportunity to peek behind 
the scenes and to learn more about the rich 
history of the building. The tour also introduces 
visitors to the newly built Market Square which 
was officially inaugurated by the Minister of 
Arts & Culture, Mr. Nathi Mthethwa, on the 28 
March 2018. The Market Square is a campus 
for students at the Market Theatre Laboratory 
and the Market Photo Workshop. It also houses 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s administration 
offices. 

 

To book for an exclusive tour email 
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00- 12:30
Price: R20 per person. 
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Anthony Ezeoke - 
On first name basis!

Anthony Ezeoke is the Audience Development Officer at the Market Theatre. 
With over ten years in the post he has developed a stirling rapport with his 

clients and schools. The Market Theatre receives numerous compliments about 
his hard work and how he goes above the call of duty to serve his clients. 

Anthony is often seen in the foyers waiting for patrons to collect their tickets.  
He was awarded the Market Theatre’s accolade for Employee of the Month in 

April.  BUZZ goes up and close with Anthony.



3 May - 15 May 2018    31

Q:   What does your job entail? 

A:  My job is a total combination of all 
aspects of sales, public relations, client services 
and marketing with the primary aim hinged 
at developing audiences for new works and 
constructively finding a way of retaining 
already developed audiences. Summarized as 
this: aimlessly shooting at unworthy to achieve 
result with sole aim of making sure we have 
reasonable audiences for our shows even 
in worsening crisis of social and economic 
situations. 

Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  The passion and love for what I do. As 
a silent perfectionist, I want it to be done and 
done correctly hence the fear of failure is a 
motivativating factor behind my success thus 
far. 

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  Parking the known and resonating 

the unknown. Enough of “songs” on living 
legends while neglecting youths that are 
supposed to replace them. We cannot 
continue projecting works of a passing 
generations at the expense of untapped 
generations of the future. If given the 
opportunity, I will have a radical change of the 
aforementioned. 

Q:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

A:  Heading a consultancy firm of how to 
develop audiences for the Arts industry. Plus 
running a cultural exchange within the African 
region and beyond. 

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: The right question would have been… 
do you ever take time off work to do other 
things? But to answer your questions, the little 
time off work is always spent with my little 
angel (daughter) whom I call “my billion in the 
bank”. Either dancing to the Ballerina/Sofia 
music on TV, catching fun on a TV cartoon 
network with Tom and Jerry or going to the 
mall with her and window shopping.
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National Theatre Live at the 
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T he Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
screenings of National Theatre Live 
films have been so popular since 
the series was launched at the 

Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year. 

The programme of screenings for the first 
semester of this year has been announced as 
following:

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Tennessee Williams’ twentieth century 

masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly 
limited season in London’s West End in 2017. 
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’ 
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside, 
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy 
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at 
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s 

birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive 
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round 
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to 
destroy their marriage. With the future of the 
family at stake, which version of the truth is real – 
and which will win out? Please note that the stage 
production has an age guidance of 15 and over. 
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production 
photography Johan Person.

Date: Friday18 May
Time: 13h00
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

J. Bobs Live - uBhobhoza noBooBoo 
- Ramolao Makhene

4 - 6

The Train Driver - Mannie Manim 4 3

My Hole My Home - Barney Simon 11 3

Korapeutic 18

Nongogo - Mannie Manim 15 15
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J.BOBS LIVE – UBHOBOZA 
NOBOOBOO

J.Bobs Live is a sketch show double bill of: 
“Boom Bap vs. Swag Rap” (a solo Hip Hop 
Musical) and “Tower Of TEWOP” (a solo Poetry 
Showcase). These works, and the hilarious 
characters in them, are back after their long 
awaited return to the stage. All the J.Bs. They 
are ALL back! Rapping, Singing, Reading, 
Reciting, and embracing all things Wack, in the 
Dopest way possible. It is a poignant feast of 
Urban Music and Contemporary Verse, in the 
broader South African Context. Fans of Trap 
Hits and lovers of Spoken Word are encouraged 
to witness this timeless blend of genre 
augmentation.

Dates
 Friday 4 May   –    
 Sunday 6 May 2018 

Time
 Friday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00 & 19:00

Venue 
 The Ramolao Makhene
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THE TRAIN DRIVER
Athol Fugard’s inspiration came from a horrific 

story about a black woman who, clutching 
her three children, killed herself and them by 
stepping in front of a train in South Africa’s Cape 
Flats. Dramatically, however, the focus is on the 
traumatised Afrikaaner train-driver, Roelf, who 
feels morally responsible for a similar suicide. So 
he goes to a desolate squatter camp, where the 
nameless dead are buried, to seek the grave of 
the woman who threw herself on to the tracks. 
His sole companion is a poor black gravedigger, 
Simon, whose shack he shares and to whom he 
unburdens his troubled conscience.

Roelf, who is endangering his life by his action, 
represents the death-wish of a whole generation, 
including white liberals, who have neither 
understood nor alleviated the plight of South 
Africa’s urban poor. But what is startling is Roelf’s 
lack of curiosity about Simon, whose spartan 
existence he witnesses. 

The Train Driver is performed by Dr John Kani 
and Dawid Minaar. The production is directed by 

Charmaine Weir-Smith

Dates
 Friday 11 May   –    
 Sunday 03 June 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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MY HOLE MY HOME

John Moalusi Ledwaba was inspired to write 
his play, My Hole My Home,  by Phakama 
Mbonambi’s article in the Sunday Times in the 
early 2000s. The article exposed the plight of 
two homeless men, Silence Mninzi and Elijah 
Simama, living in two neighbouring holes in 
Emma Park in Linden, Johannesburg.

In My Hole My Home, they discuss their past 
and present in an attempt to purge themselves 
of the hard luck, a scary pattern and tapestry of 
misfortunes befalling them in their daily struggle 
to make a living and ascertain a future for 
themselves. 

The play explores their existentialist crisis that is 
ridden with complex identities, commodification 
of basic human rights historical disadvantage, 
religious contradictions and a lack of access to 
decent living. Their almost empty life is full of 
questions and events that speak to exclusion and 
the class cantered system of life. They speak of 
diminishing opportunities as life gets calculated 
to outlaw the needy and have nots.

Dates
 Friday 11 May –  
 Sunday 03 June 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon
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KORApeutic
Joe Makandza a renowned Kora player and 

instrument maker brings his latest offering, 
Korapuetic, a musical performance to heighten 
Johannesburg music lover’s senses with brand 
new form of music. Korapuetic was formed when 
Joe Makandza worked with doctors in music 
therapy session.

Korapuetic explores an eclectic mix of Afro- 
fusion, mbaqanga and a bit of world music. 
The infusion of modern instruments, keyboards 
and saxophones together with African musical 
instruments such as Valiha (from Madagascar) 
Mbira (Zimbabwe), Kamale Ngoni and Kora 

(Mali) just to name a few. 
 
Special guests featured alongside Joe 

Makhanza include award winning musician 
Mbuso Khoza and multi award winner versatile 
jazz & gospel musician Nokukhanya Dlamini no 
stranger to the Market Theatre stages. 

Dates
 Friday 18 May 

Time
 20:00

Venue 
 The Ramolao Makhene
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NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece 

of theatre and has a long history which is part 
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the 
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history 
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in 
the township that is run by the shebeen queen 
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint 
of romance that never gets realized at the end. 
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman 
who somehow works his way past her protective 
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her long-
buried secrets to him. 

Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells 
the tale of displaced township individuals who 
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and 
be loved.  Each character represents a certain 
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman, 
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make 
good in her new career as a shebeen queen, 
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by 
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising 
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities 
mirrors his broken spirit.  

Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka, 
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo 
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James 
Ngcobo.

Dates
 Friday 15 June –  
 Sunday 15 July 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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Last Week in Pictures
At the one night extravaganza directed by the Market Theatre’s artistic director 
James Ngcobo to honour South Africa’s Living Legends, the social butterflies, 

glitterati club and arts enthusiasts turned up to watch Minister of arts and 
culture, Mr Nathi Mthethwa  hand over a cheque of R10 million to kickstart the 

Living Legends Endowerment Fund.
- Photographer: ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
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