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Editor’s Note

In this week’s Market BUZZ, we celebrate the Market Theatre’s 34 Naledi
Theatre Award nominations, while also reporting back on the various exciting
happenings at the Windybrow Arts Centre, Market Photo Workshop and
Market Theatre Laboratory
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

W

elcome to the new bi-monthly
edition of Market BUZZ.

Market Square was abuzz
with excitement as the 2018 Naledi Theatre
Awards revealed the nominations for the annual
prestigious awards event. The Market Theatre
scooped 34 nominations in various categories this
year.
Over the years the Market Theatre has been
celebrated for its artistic excellence. With
more than 300 awards over 41 years, this year’s
nominations offer all hope that the Market Theatre
will once again walk away with several awards and
reinforce its reputation as South Africa’s leading
theatre institution.
At the Windybrow Arts Centre, media luminary
Shado Twala will headline a series of Pan African
Evolution Dialogues and events about Pan
Africanism, its origin and journey as a movement

that began in the 1900’s and which has mutated
over the years into various vehicles communicating
the empowerment of Africans and the Diaspora.
The event forms part of a dynamic series of projects
that represent the Market Theatre Foundation’s
commitment to celebrating Africa Month.
In this edition of BUZZ, we report on the Head of
the Market Photo Workshop, Lekgetho Makola’s
visit to New York. He was invited to participate as
a reviewer in the 6th Annual New York Portfolio
Review by The New York Times Lens Blog, the
City University of New York Graduate School of
Journalism and United Photo Industries.
The Head of the Market Theatre Laboratory, Clara
Vaughan, will kick off preparations and rehearsals
for the Kwasha! Drama Company’s debut on the
Main programme at the National Arts Festival.
BUZZ takes a peep into the developments.
Enjoy reading this edition of BUZZ. We look
14 May - 27 May 2018
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The Market Theatre
Did It Again!

The Market Theatre celebrates its nominations at this year’s
Naledi Theatre Awards
- Zama “Sweetness” Buthelezi & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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T

he Market Theatre renowned for
its artistic excellence once again
led the pack, this time scooping 34
nominations in various categories.

“The awards serve as an endorsement of the
Market Theatre’s policy of investing in South
African artistic talent. The Market Theatre is very
proud of this achievement and its association
with all the creative partners involved in making
great theatre”, said Zama Buthelezi, the Head
of the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand &
Communication Department.
This year the Market Theatre scooped the
following nominations.

BEST LIGHTING DESIGN
Darron Araujo 		
Mandla Mtshali 		
Wilhelm Disbergen 		

Dead Yellow Sands
When Swallows Cry
Tamasha on Hope Street

BEST NEWCOMER/BREAKTHROUGH
Ian Roelofs 			

Karel se Oupa

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS IN A PLAY
Esmeralda Bihl 		

Karel se Oupa

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR IN A PLAY
Afzal Kahn 			
John Lata
		
Katlego Letsholonyana

Tamasha on Hope Street
The Suitcase
Itsoseng

BEST DIRECTOR OF A PLAY
André Odendaal		
Lesedi Job 		

Karel se Oupa
When Swallows Cry

Mission Statement of the Market Theatre Foundation
Creating an authentic South African cultural experience which is
committed to providing the highest level of artistic excellence in all
aspects of the performing and visual arts, in which the education
and development of a diverse community of artists, audiences and
technicians is assured.
14 May - 27 May 2018
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BEST PERFORMANCE IN A PLAY: FEMALE
Ameera Patel 		
Chi Mhende 		
Jennifer Steyn 		
Masasa Lindiwe Mbangeni

Tamasha on Hope Street
Chasing Chairs
The Inconvenience of Wings
The Suitcase

BEST PERFORMANCE IN A PLAY: MALE
Christiaan Schoombie
Lindani Nkosi 		
Mpho Osei-Tutu 		
Warren Masemola 		

When Swallows Cry
Tamasha on Hope Street
When Swallows Cry
When Swallows Cry

BEST PERFORMANCE IN A SOLO PRODUCTION:
Graham Weier 		
Lebohang Toko
Sello Maake kaNcube

Dead Yellow Sands
The Man JESUS
The House of Truth

BEST NEW SOUTH AFRICAN SCRIPT
Karel se Oupa
Tamasha on Hope Street
When Swallows Cry
BEST PRODUCTION OF A PLAY
Tamasha on Hope Street
The Suitcase
When Swallows Cry
The Martket Theatre Foundation congratulates all the nominees.

8

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 22

14 May - 27 May 2018

9

Naledi Theatre Awards:
Nominations Revealed
Naledi Theatre Award nominees announced at the Market Square’s Ramoloa Makhene
Theatre on Monday 14 May

I

t was a night of celebration and joy at
Market Square on Monday 14 May when
the Ramolao Makhene Theatre played
host for the much anticipated nominations
announcements for the Naledi Theatre Awards
for productions that were staged during 2017.
It was a party at which artists, producers and
media came out in full force to see why the Naledi
Theatre Awards has remained Gauteng’s most
prestigious award for the past 14 years.
The exciting event also introduced its new
new board members chaired by the inspiring
Kgomotso Chistopher. This year, the panel of

10
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

24 judges deliberated and discussed over 100
productions in 26 categories which were staged
last year in more than 23 theatres.
The panel of judges for the awards were Annelize
Hicks, Chris Avant Smith, Dorianne Alexander,
Ferosa Marais, Gregory Goss, Helen Heldenmuth,
Jennie Newman, Johan van der Merwe, Kailin
Pillay, Kealeboga Tshenye, Khutjo Green, Lakin
Morgan – Baartjies, Lance Maron, Lihan Pretorius,
Maishe Maponya, Matthew Counihan, Motshabi
Tyelele, Neka da Costa, Obett Motaung, Renos
Spanoudes, Rudi Sadler, Sello Maake ka Ncube,
Tiffany Higgo and Welcome Msomi

14 May - 27 May 2018

11

Shado Twala To Headline
Pan African Evolution
Dialogues
Shado Twala to headline Pan African Evolution Dialogues and events at the
Windybrow Arts Centre’s Africa Month Programme this May
- Bekie Ntini

M

edia luminary Shado Twala will
headline a series of Pan African
Evolution Dialogues and events at
the Windybrow Arts Centre on
19 May 2018 about Pan Africanism, its origin and
journey as a movement that began in the 1900’s
and which has mutated over the years into various
vehicles communicating the empowerment of
Africans and the Diaspora.
“The similar dialogue of this nature first took
place in London in 1900 where a Manifesto was
formulated which began the movement. We take
this opportunity to recap and evaluate if we are
still on the same page. We would like to form
a document that will embrace the resolutions
and outcomes of the discussions”, says Keitu
Gwangwa, Head of the Windybrow Arts Centre.
Keitu was appointed in January this year to
give the Windybrow Arts Centre a new lease
of life as a Pan African Centre for the arts. The
Centre is located in the culturally diverse urban
area of Hillbrow which home to a great number of
migrants from the far corners of South Africa and
the continent is at large.
“This dialogue series aims to reach past
language barriers and hit the core of a matter with
most impact when executed effectively especially
in an area that was plagued with Xenophobia. The
dialogues will be accompanied by performances

12
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from artists coming from African countries. The
focus of the Windybrow Arts Centre’s Africa
Month programme is the empowerment of
Africans and the Diaspora”, adds Keitu Gwangwa.
The Centre’s African Month celebrations will
include performances by Femi Koya, a Marimba
Band and an installation performance by Robert
Machiri. The discussion series will be followed up
by African cuisine and performances by cultural
groups across the continent. Crafters and chefs
will display their skills in the precinct which we will
converted into a African Market for the day.
“Events of this sort can form part of an ongoing
dialogue that unravels the conversation on
migration in South Africa, shed light on migration
in other parts of the world in both formalized and
unformalized perspectives. This also becomes
the platform that ushers in the transformation of
this urban area being recognized as a Pan African
Hub like other celebrated cultural hubs around
the world. The Pan African Evolution Dialogue
will also produce commercial activities to draw
audiences and direct their understanding to a
world class Pan African arts centre of excellence.”
says Gwangwa.
Full details of the Windybrow Arts
Centre’s Africa Month programme and Pan
African Dialogue series can be found at
www.markettheatre.co.za.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Lekgetho Makola Goes
Beyond Borders For
Partnerships
A Special Feature on Lekgetho Makola’s recent visit to the US

D

uring April, the head of
Market Photo Workshop,
Lekgetho Makola was invited
to participate as a reviewer
by The New York Times Lens Blog, the City
University of New York Graduate School of
Journalism and United Photo Industries.
Works were submitted from across the
globe.
During his visit, Lekgetho also participated
in a special day-long seminar titled “It’s On
All of Us: Focusing on Action on Diversity
and Representation in Photojournalism.”
Given changes in demographics and
technology, as well as the continuing debate
over who gets to tell stories of overlooked or
stereotyped communities, the seminar was
a chance to go beyond the usual talk and
hand-wringing and provide a forum for photo
editors to discuss and – more importantly –
devise strategies for better visual journalism,
more accurate representation and to
increase diversity among the photographers
that are assigned my major global media
institutions.
During his time in New York, the Open
Society Foundation’s New York office
organized and hosted an evening inconversation between Lekgetho Makola,
the photo-artist Lebohang Kganye and Sean
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- Lekgetho Makola

Jacobs, the founder of Africa is a Country.
The conversation focused on the role of
photography, art, and media in constructing
personal and historical memory, and
shaping contemporary culture in the context
of South Africa.
.

The majority of Lekgetho Makola’s travel costs to the
US was funded by the Open Society Foundations (OSF)
through its South Africa office. OSF has been a dedicated
funder and supporter of the Market Photo Workshop for a
decade. During his visit he was hosted at luncheon attended
by significant and influential New York individuals such as
Deborah Wills and representatives from organisations such
as the Magnum Foundation, ICP Directorate, The City
University of New York, New York Times, Prince Clause Fund
and National Geographic.
Makola took maximum opportunity during his visit to
activate conversations on arts spaces, the role of photography
in social justice activism and to to introduce the Market Photo
Workshop to various potential partners. In this edition of
BUZZ, we present a special feature on Makola’s vist to the US
for which partial funding support was also provided by the US
Embassy, through its US Consulate office in Johannesburg
The portfolio review hosted around 100 photographers
who were reviewed by around 40 portfolio reviewers from
mainly USA and Europe with two from Africa. Makola
reviewed 20 portfolios over two days.
“The sessions provided a good opportunity to view and
engage diverse works of photography and establish some
networks for content sharing purposes”, says Makola.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Exciting Tierney Family
Foundation Plans In The
Pipeline
Lekgetho Makola hands photography prints over to the Tierney Foundation
in Manhattan

D

18

- Lekgetho Makola

uring a recent visit to
Manhattan in the US, the
head of the Market Photo
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola
met with Matthew Tierney and Jerry
Vezzuso of the Tierney Family Foundation to
handover photography prints from the two
mentorship funded by the Foundation. The
prints represents two bodies of work that are
currently on production completion phase.

The Foundation has made a commitment
to continue funding both mentorships going
forward. The Foundation has also made
a commitment, in principle, that it would
support the curation and production of an
exhibition and a photo book representing
the 10 years of this very successful
programme in collaboration with the 10
South Africa mentees who have benefitted
from the programme.

One of the mentorships is in its 10th
year with full support from the Foundation
and has been hosted at the Market Photo
Workshop with priority on alumni of the
Photo Workshop. The second mentorship
was launched in 2015 in Mali, Bamako as
the first Continental programme run by the
Photo Workshop.

The exhibition is planned to be launched
in February 2019. Matthew Tierney together
with his team are planning to be in attendance
at the Market Photo Workshop.

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 22

Doors open for Increased
International Access
Market Photo Workshop head, Lekgetho Makola meets with the
International Centre of Photography’s Director of Community Programmes to
discuss co-programming and collaborations between the two institutions

T

he head of the Market Photo
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola
and Lacy Austin, the Director
of Community Programmes at
the International Centre of Photography
(ICP) in New York will soon unravel plans
about co-programming and collaborations
between the two institution.
“We agreed that we need to make a
commitment to host a joint conceptualisation
session with our teams to establish possible
pilot programmes that can be activated in
2019 as a build-up to formal sustainable
programmes between Johannesburg and
New York”, said Lekgetho Makola.

- Lekgetho Makola

Plans for an annual student and staff
exchange programme, exhibitions and
public programme collaborations are on
the cards. Lacy plans to visit the Market
Photo Workshop during June. She will be
accompanied by her colleague, an alumnus
of the Market Photo Workshop.
“The partnership with ICP will definitely
add to our institutional integrity on a global
stage and it will increase our access to
international spaces for our photographers”,
said Makola.

14 May - 27 May 2018

19

A Partnership with the
Bronx : Shared Lived
Experiences
Lekgetho Makola takes up invitation to walk through the Bronx Documentary
Centre in New York

T

he Bronx Documentary Centre
in New York offers high quality
free photography education and
access to photography resources
to youth from the communities of the Bronx
and its surrounding areas. During his recent
visit to New York, the head of Market Photo
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola took up an
invitation to walk through its space meet
some of the youthful staff of this amazing
photography community centre.
Makola’s discussions with the founder of
the school, Michael Kamber, ended with
a commitment of an online platform for
students from both Market Photo Wokshop
and the Bronx Documentary Centre to
interact and exchange experiences and
ideas. The first activity that will take place
later this year will be an exchange of a
curated student exhibition. Each institution
will host an exhibition of the other.
“Many of students in our programmes
share similar lived experiences with youth of
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- Lekgetho Makola

the Bronx so the level of interaction should
be that of mutual benefit to all our students”,
says Makola.
Funding permitting, there is also an
opportunity for a youth (18 to 21-years-old)
focused residency programme that may be
activated.

Makola Places African
Photography On Agenda
Of Photography Summit
Lekgetho Makola represents the Market Photo Workshop at the “It’s
On All of Us: Focusing on Action on Diversity and Representation in
Photojournalism” summit

I

n a full day summit titled “It’s On
All of Us: Focusing on Action on
Diversity and Representation in
Photojournalism”, sponsored by The
New York Times, Race/Related and The New
York Times Lens hosted at the Graduate
School at The City University of New York
the discussions focused on gate-keeping,
diversification, content representation and
the commissioning of photographers in
main media houses in the USA.

- Lekgetho Makola

The summit provided a great opportunity
for the Market Photo Workshop
represented by its head, Lekgetho Makola
to present itself as one of the main producers
of highly skilled photographers on the
African continent that could be approached
for assignments based in Africa.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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International Summer
School On The Cards For
2019
Lekgetho Makola explores the possibility of a summer school programme on
film and photography at Howard University

D

uring his visit to Washington
DC, Lekgetho Makola met
with the faculty officials
responsible for the MFA film
graduate programme at Howard University
to explore possibilities for the Market
Photo Workshop to host a summer school
programme on film and photography with
a specific focus on Black Aesthetics and
Representation drawing from an African
American experience.
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- Lekgetho Makola

The programme would see critical African
America filmmakers together with a selected
group of MFA students being brought to
Johannesburg for a period of a month or
more to interact with local individuals in
the same discipline through learning and
teaching activities.
Funding permitting, the programme will
be launched in June 2019.

National Geographic
Society (NGS) :
25 April 2018
Lekgetho Makola discusses the idea of Master Classes on Environmental
Photography with National Geographic

A

t the office of Kaitlin Yarnall,
the Vice President of Media
Innovation at the National
Geographic, there was no time
wasted for Makola to enter into discussions
on creating a partnership between the
Market Photo Workshop and the National
Geographic Society for opportunities to be
made accessible for photographers from
South Africa and the region.

- Lekgetho Makola

The idea of a Master Classes on
Environmental
Photography
was
discussed with the strategic objective
of developing women and Black
environmental photographers for future
National Geographic Society’s continental
photography assignments. The first
Masterclass proposed as a pilot project
through a special collaboration between
Market Photo Workshop, the National
Geographic Society and the Lagos Photo
Festival will take place in September 2018
at the Lagos Photo Festival in Nigeria.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Tell Tale, An Exploration By
Lebohang Kganye
The Market Photo Workshop and Market Theatre partners for an exhibition inspired
by Athol Fugard’s The Train Driver and Road to Mecca, as well as the book Maverick by
Lauren Beukes and Nechama Brodie

T

ell Tale is an exhibition of newly
commissioned photography work by
Lebohang Kganye that is presented
as a partnership initiative between
the Market Photo Workshop and the the Market
Theatre.
The exhibition is inspired by Athol Fugard’s
plays, The Train Driver and Road to Mecca, as
well as the book Maverick by Lauren Beukes and
Nechama Brodie, about about the iconic artist,
Helen Martins.
During February, Kganye undertook a research
project in Nieu Bethesda in the Karoo to unpack
the mystery of Helen Martins’s famed Owl House.
The project explored the powerful bonds that
grow between strangers and the collective truths,
fictions and mythologies circulated about living
and moving through the Karoo.
Kganye was accompanied and mentored by
Cedric Nunn during her time in Nieu Bethesda.
This project was commissioned in collaboration
with the Market Theatre’s Athol@86 Season.
South African playwright Athol Fugard is one of the
world’s most celebrated and prolific playwrights.
As Athol turns 86 this year, the Market Theatre’s
artistic director James Ngcobo has created
a programme tot celebrates this renowned
playwright in the Athol@86 season.
Lebohang Kganye received her introduction to
photography at the Market Photo Workshop in
2009 and completed the Advanced Photography

26
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- Mika Conradie

Programme in 2011. She also completed her Fine
Arts studies at the University of Johannesburg in
2016 and forms a new generation of contemporary
South African photographers.
Although primarily a photographer, Kganye’s
photography often incorporates her interest
in sculpture and performance. Over the past
six years she has participated in photography
masterclasses and group exhibitions locally and
internationally. Kganye was the recipient of the
Tierney Fellowship Award in 2012, leading to her
exhibition Ke Lefa Laka.
She created an animation from the series, which
was launched on Mandela Day 2014 in Scotland,
entitled Pied Piper’s Voyage. Kganye was then
selected as the Featured Artist for the 17th
Business and Arts South Africa Awards in 2014.
She was also awarded the Jury Prize at the Bamako
Encounters Biennale of African Photography in
2015 and the recipient of the CAP Prize 2016 in
Basel.
Kganye recently received the coveted award
for the Sasol New Signatures Competition 2017,
leading to a solo show in a year. She is the winner
of the 2018 Rise Art Global Artist of the Year
award and is currently on the Pro-helvetia artist
in residency programme in Switzerland. Kganye’s
work forms part of several private and public
collections, most notably the Carnegie Museum
of Art in Pennsylvania and the Walther Collection
in Ulm.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Costume, Props, Staging and
Workshop Hire

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

D

- Hailey Kingston

iscover a wide range of costumes
with more than 5000 costumes, from
Shakespearean, period dresses,
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms,
SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture
props, staging equipment and workshop space
for set building.
“Most of the props and costumes stored in
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre
productions. The services are available to anyone
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”,
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market
Theatre Foundation’s production unit.
The sevice intends to provides a cost effective
and efficient costuming solution for schools
and other drama organisations. Costume hire
includes not only individual packaging, detailed
inventories, personal attention and laundry is
included in the package.
“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.
Our rates are competitive, offering educational
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires.
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks,
however we ask for confirmation one week prior
to collection”, says Hailey.
The prop and furniture store has a wide range
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues. The Market Theatre, has also, recently
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which
are also available for hire.
Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900),
suitable for indoor use.
“We are able to offer crew and transport at an
additional costs. We welcome you to book an
appointment and explore the Market Theatre
stores”, says Hailey.
The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped
workshop for set and prop making.
“We would like to offer our space to schools,
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners,
prop makers and set builders for set building and
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.
If crew are required to assist with the build, we
can include this as an additional service in the
quotation”, says Hailey
“We offer a friendly and efficient service to
a variety of customers including schools and
universities, theatre companies – both professional
and amateur, film, television and video companies,
marketing and publishing companies and event
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive,
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale
for longer hires”, she adds.
The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing,
bookings and enquiries can be made by calling
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on
011 832 1641 or by emailing her at
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the
African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to
continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation.
What’s happening in Nigeria?
President Muhammadu Buhari of Nigeria has returned from a 4-day health
check-up in the UK. The President has had ongoing health issues since 2016
affecting his ability to tend to his duties. Buhari is seeking a second term of
office by contesting for the 2019 Presidential election
Here are a selection of books from the region
- Yusrah Bardien

30

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 22

Arrows of Rain
Okey A Ndibe

An exposition of the raw side of human emotions as explored
through one man’s tormented life experiences. The book seeks
to expose the fallacies of the human condition while remaining
real in its depiction of universal problems inflicted on postcolonial
Africa.

I Do Not Come to You by Chance
Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani

A vivid, warm and very funny debut novel set amid the perilous
world of Nigerian email scams, I Do Not Come to You by Chance
tells the story of one young man and the family who loves him.

The Fisherman
Chigozie Obioma

The Fisherman is a dark debut novel, shortlisted for the 2015
Man Booker Prize. The story follows four brothers in a small
Nigerian village who are given a violent prophecy which shakes
their family to the core.

Read these books! Tell us
what are your thoughts? Send
your thoughts through to our
Facebook page.
14 May - 27 May 2018
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Market Theatre Tours
Busi Letwaba takes learners from the Peter Mokaba Primary School in
Mpumalanga on a tour through the Market Theatre Complex with a special
staging of Bapa

T

he Market Theatre was packed with
primary school students all the way
from Peter Mokaba Primary school in
Mpumalanga on 10 May. Each year
the school is allowed one excursion and this year
they visited the Market Theatre and the SABC to
learn about the arts and the difference between
theatre and television.
Their tour of the Market Theatre included
watching BAPA a producton created by Teresa
Phuti Mojela. This was the first time that the
students visited a theatre. The excitement on their
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- Busi Letwaba

faces was priceless. The teachers were also very
thrilled about the warm welcome and experience
they had at the theatre and promised to visit again
with a different group of students.
To book for an exclusive tour email
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00- 12:30
Price: R20 per person.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Up Close and Personal

Up Close and Personal with Sonia Teme - Box Office Administrator
Q: What does your job entail?
A: I manage door sales, telephone
credit card bookings and I rocess Audience
Development bookings. I process
complimentary requisition bookings from the
Producers office and verifying the production
sheet that the Producers office has to send
to Webtickets. I check the information that
Webtickets has loaded on the system. I also
assist recept and render front of house and any
duties related to box office.
Q: What drives you to wake up in the
morning and come to work?
A: The sense of providing for my family
and the love I have for the arts.
Q: Given a chance to change one thing in
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it
be?
A: Give young theatre practitioners a
chance to embrace their diversity and evolve
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their creativity before their bubble bursts. Fund
a more diverse Arts and Culture programme
that caters for a broader need than what is
currently forecasted.
Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
A: Having my Diploma in Production and
Technical Service so that I can help young
people at home in the North West. I would
like to own my own Theatre. I want to study
Props and Scenery. With this skill I can be able
to impart what I have learned to other youth in
my community.
Q: What do you do when you’re not at
work?
A: I spend time with my kids. I go home
to Rustenburg to spend time with my younger
sister.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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National Theatre Live at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre
Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory’s
screenings of National Theatre Live
films have been so popular since
the series was launched at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year.

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
Tennessee
Williams’
twentieth
century
masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly
limited season in London’s West End in 2017.
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside,
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s
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The programme of screenings for the first
semester of this year has been announced as
following:

birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to
destroy their marriage. With the future of the
family at stake, which version of the truth is real –
and which will win out? Please note that the stage
production has an age guidance of 15 and over.
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production
photography Johan Person.

Date:
Time:

Friday18 May
13h00

14 May - 27 May 2018
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or
Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)
SHOW

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

The Train Driver - Mannie Manim

4

3

My Hole My Home - Barney Simon

11

3

Korapeutic

18

Nongogo - Mannie Manim
J. Bobs Live - uBhobhoza noBooBoo
- Ramolao Makhene
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15
4-6

JULY

15

THE TRAIN DRIVER
Athol Fugard’s inspiration came from a horrific
story about a black woman who, clutching
her three children, killed herself and them by
stepping in front of a train in South Africa’s Cape
Flats. Dramatically, however, the focus is on the
traumatised Afrikaaner train-driver, Roelf, who
feels morally responsible for a similar suicide. So
he goes to a desolate squatter camp, where the
nameless dead are buried, to seek the grave of
the woman who threw herself on to the tracks.
His sole companion is a poor black gravedigger,
Simon, whose shack he shares and to whom he
unburdens his troubled conscience.
Roelf, who is endangering his life by his action,
represents the death-wish of a whole generation,
including white liberals, who have neither
understood nor alleviated the plight of South
Africa’s urban poor. But what is startling is Roelf’s
lack of curiosity about Simon, whose spartan
existence he witnesses.

Charmaine Weir-Smith

Dates
Friday 11 May –
Sunday 03 June 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
The Mannie Manim

The Train Driver is performed by Dr John Kani
and Dawid Minaar. The production is directed by
14 May - 27 May 2018
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MY HOLE MY HOME
John Moalosi Ledwaba was inspired to write
his play, My Hole My Home, by Phakama
Mbonambi’s article in the Sunday Times in the
early 2000s. The article exposed the plight of
two homeless men, Silence Mninzi and Elijah
Simama, living in two neighbouring holes in
Emma Park in Linden, Johannesburg.
In My Hole My Home, they discuss their past
and present in an attempt to purge themselves
of the hard luck, a scary pattern and tapestry of
misfortunes befalling them in their daily struggle
to make a living and ascertain a future for
themselves.
The play explores their existentialist crisis that is
ridden with complex identities, commodification
of basic human rights historical disadvantage,
religious contradictions and a lack of access to
decent living. Their almost empty life is full of
questions and events that speak to exclusion and
the class cantered system of life. They speak of
diminishing opportunities as life gets calculated
to outlaw the needy and have nots.
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Dates
Friday 11 May –
Sunday 03 June 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon

KORApeutic
Joe Makandza a renowned Kora player and
instrument maker brings his latest offering,
Korapuetic, a musical performance to heighten
Johannesburg music lover’s senses with brand
new form of music. Korapuetic was formed when
Joe Makandza worked with doctors in music
therapy session.
Korapuetic explores an eclectic mix of Afrofusion, mbaqanga and a bit of world music.
The infusion of modern instruments, keyboards
and saxophones together with African musical
instruments such as Valiha (from Madagascar)
Mbira (Zimbabwe), Kamale Ngoni and Kora
(Mali) just to name a few.

Dates
Friday 18 May
Time
20:00
Venue
The Ramolao Makhene

Special guests featured alongside Joe
Makhanza include award winning musician
Mbuso Khoza and multi award winner versatile
jazz & gospel musician Nokukhanya Dlamini no
stranger to the Market Theatre stages.

14 May - 27 May 2018
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VERSES @ WORK
The Market Theatre Laboratory invites you to
behold this wonderfully creative retelling of of a true
story, through the eyes, voice, words and rhymes
of Malik Work. Work and his band started a musical
movement years ago in New York City. What was first
billed as a hip hop reality TV series in development,
became renowned for the groundbreaking sound
that crowds flocked to every Tuesday night: THE
REAL LIVE SHOW. Featuring original music by a
variety of NYC’s finest jazz, dance, groove, and hip
hop music producers, VERSES AT WORK gives a
sneak peak into the adventurous world of live music
born in the depths of bars and clubs in the East
Village and Lower East Side of New York City.
The line between hip hop and theater are blurred
in this compelling one-man show. Malik Work’s story
captures the urban artist’s resilience, and proclivity to
rise, fall, then rise again. Through extremely personal
anecdotes, Work paints a portrait of the artist as a
young man become grown, on the unforgiving city
“blocks” he’s been trying to escape. Turned off by
the acting business as a college graduate, he fully
embraces an identity as an “emcee” and a musician.
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Hip Hop allows him to “write his own scripts,” hence
becoming the author of his own story. The show
also documents the beginning of an era where hip
hoppers begin merging with the jazz elite. Around
the turn of the millennium, the music they are making
is exciting crowds in an unprecedented fashion.
Work, originally known to fans as ‘Dionysos’, gets
lost in the excitement. He finds himself through his
verses, reflecting on love, loss, and the struggle to
become a better person.
www.malikwork.com | www.versesatwork.com

Date
Thursday 24 May
Time
Thursday - 19:00
Venue
The Ramolao Makhene

J.BOBS LIVE – UBHOBOZA
NOBOOBOO
J.Bobs Live is a sketch show double bill of:
“Boom Bap vs. Swag Rap” (a solo Hip Hop
Musical) and “Tower Of TEWOP” (a solo Poetry
Showcase). These works, and the hilarious
characters in them, are back after their long
awaited return to the stage. All the J.Bs. They
are ALL back! Rapping, Singing, Reading,
Reciting, and embracing all things Wack, in the
Dopest way possible. It is a poignant feast of
Urban Music and Contemporary Verse, in the
broader South African Context. Fans of Trap
Hits and lovers of Spoken Word are encouraged
to witness this timeless blend of genre
augmentation.

Dates
Friday 8 June –
Sunday 10 June 2018
Time
Friday – Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00 & 19:00
Venue
The Ramolao Makhene

14 May - 27 May 2018
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NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece
of theatre and has a long history which is part
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in
the township that is run by the shebeen queen
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint
of romance that never gets realized at the end.
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman
who somehow works his way past her protective
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her longburied secrets to him.
Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells
the tale of displaced township individuals who
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and
be loved. Each character represents a certain
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman,
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make
good in her new career as a shebeen queen,
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities
mirrors his broken spirit.

44

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 22

Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka,
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James
Ngcobo.

Dates
Friday 15 June –
Sunday 15 July 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
The Mannie Manim

14 May - 27 May 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Stage Lighting Discussion
- Photographer: ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
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Last Week in Pictures
The Train Driver Opening Night
- Photographer: ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
14 May - 27 May 2018
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