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A thol Fugard celebrates his 86th 
birthday today; and the Market 
Theatre Foundation is delighted 
to continue with its Athol@86 

season which commenced with Athol Fugard’s 
The Train Driver which play to excellent houses 
in the Mannie Manim. The Market Theatre will 
close its Athol@86 celebration with a season 
of Nongogo, a powerful and an informed 
classic that is a dramatic portrait of black 
people living in the townships. Athol Fugard is 
regarded as one of the world’s most respected 
and frequently studied living contemporary 
dramatists.

Nongogo directed by James Ngcobo is set 
in a shebeen outside of Johannesburg in the 
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history 
of the country. The play, one of Fugard earliest 
works, tells the tale of displaced township 
individuals who are gripped by a futile longing 
to belong and be loved. In every shebeen 

you’ll find the broken characters of life, the 
displaced, the hopeless and the loveless trying 
to find solace. 

Youth Day is commemorated in South Africa 
to honour the memory of the youngsters who 
lost their lives during the 1976 protest; and 
especially Hector Pieterson, a 12 year old 
student who was killed during the uprising. At 
the Market Theatre, Youth Day will feature a 
Market Theatre Laboratory production created 
by young people for young people.

The Soweto Uprising accelerated the fight for 
the release of Nelson Mandela and the end 
of the Apartheid regime. Look out for our 
programming that celebrates South African 
youth.

Enjoy Buzz!  See you at the Theatre!

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we look at Nongogo, which will close the Athol@86 
season at the Market Theatre, while also looking at how the Market Theatre will 

be commemorating Youth Day this year. 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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Athol@86 : A Market 
Theatre Celebration Of An 

International Legend
A look at Athol Fugard and his legacy

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed
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S outh African-born legend, Athol 
Fugard, celebrates his 86th 
birthday today. The Market Theatre 
Foundation has been home to many 

of his iconic works; and the Athol@86 season 
is a perfectly good way to celebrate this 
international legend and prolific playwright.

Athol Fugard was born in 1932 in Middelburg 
in the Karoo. An internationally acclaimed 
playwright director and occasional actor, 
for over half a century he has written almost 
forty soul-searing plays with roles for all 
South Africans which have moved audiences 
in South Africa and around the world to 
laughter and tears as they reflected the 
inhumanity of apartheid. 

His plays champion truth and a fundamental 
universal humanity. In 2011 he received 
the ultimate recognition from the world’s 
most prestigious theatre community – a 
Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in 

Theatre. He is also the author of four books 
and several screenplays. His plays include 
amongt other Blood Knot, Boesman and Lena, 
Master Harold and the Boys, The Train Driver, The 
Blue Iris and The Shadow of the Hummingbird. 
Many of his works have been turned into 
films with director Gavin Hood’s Tsotsi, based 
on his 1980 short story of the same name, 
winning the 2005 Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Film – South Africa’s first 
Academy award in this category. 

Athol’s work spans the period of apartheid 
in South Africa, through the first democratic 
elections, to Nelson Mandela’s presidency 
and into present-day, post-apartheid South 
Africa.

The Market Theatre will close its Athol@86 
season with Fugard’s play, Nongogo, directed 
by James Ngcobo.
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With Athol Fugard’s The 
Train Driver having played 
to excellent houses in the 
Mannie Mannim the Market 

Theatre’s  Athol@86 celebration will continue 
this week with Nongogo directed by James 
Ngcobo.

Set in a shebeen outside of Johannesburg 
in the 1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in 
the history of the country, the play is one 
of Fugard earliest works. It tells the tale of 
displaced township individuals who are 
gripped by a futile longing to belong and 
be loved. In every shebeen you’ll find the 
broken characters of life, the displaced, 
the hopeless and the loveless trying to find 
solace. 

Athol Fugard is regarded as one of the world’s 
most respected and frequently studied living 
contemporary dramatists. His play Nongogo 
is a powerful and an informed classic that is 
a dramatic portrait of black people living in 
the townships. 

Nongogo is a powerful and captivating piece 
rife with unfulfilled hopes and ambitions, 
friendship and dependence, dark secrets 
and jealousy. Even though the characters all 
carry heavy burdens, the tone throughout 
the show is light-hearted making it a highly 
entertaining piece of quality theatre with 
thought-provoking ideas seeping through 
rather than imposing to the audience. 

Nongogo opens at the Mannie Manim theatre 
on Friday 15 July 2018.

Fugard’s Classic Play Rounds 
Off Athol@86 Season

Nongogo to close off season dedicated to the iconic Athol Fugard
 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed
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James Ngcobo Directs With 
A Passion For Theatre

James Ngcobo directs Athol Fugard’s Nongogo
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed

- Photos by: Brett Rubin
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The adroit hand of director James 
Ngcobo has woven a very 
textured piece tin Athol Fugard’s 
Nongongo. It is jovial yet deep! 

“Each of the cast members were chosen 
for their ability to take ownership of their 
respective characters” explains Ngcobo.  
“The play’s broad theme is ‘Romance’ – it’s 
such a timeless quality, and love is a primary 
emotion we all share across the differences 
of social status. Each actor brought a 
depth of emotion and understanding of 
their character’s complexity to the process. 
It makes for an extremely 
moving representation of the 
simplicity of love in a very 
complex era”, he adds.

James Ngcobo is the Artistic 
Director of the Market Theatre 
Foundation. He started his 
illustrious career in theatre 
when he joined the Loft Theatre 
Company in 1989, where he 
performed in productions 
such as A Nativity, Horn of Sorrow, Mujaji 
Circus Adventure, Three Musketeers, Moll 
Flanders, The Great Trek, The King Stag, Flat 
Spin, Spring Awakening and Jesus Christ 
Superstar. 

Since leaving the Loft, he has been seen on 
stage in La Ronde, Grass Roots, Leader of 
the Pack, The Good Woman of Sharpville, 
La Cage aux Folles, Robin’s a Cruise Ou, 
Waiting for Godot, Talk Radio, Cantina 
Tequila, 5 Guys Named Mo, Ways of Dying, 
Conference of the Birds and Cinders and her 
Fella. 

James toured the UK with The Cherry 
Orchard and appeared in Happy Natives at 
the Soho Theatre in London. He appeared 
in The Pen, A Whole in One and Green 
Man Flashing. He has appeared on several 
TV productions including Hard Copy and 
Stokvel. His film appearances have included 
roles in A Nativity, I Dreamed of Africa, Man 
to Man, Red Dust, and HBO scenes called 
Madiba. 

James has been nominated for and won 
several awards, which include Best Actor (Vita 
Awards) and Best Ensemble Performance. 

He was also nominated in the 
Fleur du Cap Theatre Awards. 
He won the Rosalie van der 
Gucht Prize for New Director 
in 2005 with The Suitcase, 
which he adapted and 
directed, which also won six 
Naledi Awards including Best 
Director and Best New Play. 
His directed plays include The 
Suitcase, The Lion and The 
Jewel, The Hill, The Amen 

Corner, Touch my Blood, You Fool, Thirst, 
How Can a Sky Fall, The Colored Museum, 
Songs from Jazztown, Nongogo, A Tribute 
to Maya Angelou, Ketekang, The Meeting, 
The Suit, The Suitcase and One Night in 
Miami. 

When he was cutting his teeth as an actor, 
the only place James Ngcobo knew equality 
was on stage.

“Each of the cast 
members were 
chosen for their 
ability to take 
ownership of 
their respective 
characters”

- James Ngcobo
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Star-Studded Cast To 
Headline Nongogo

We take a look at the cast of Nongogo
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
- Photos by: Brett Rubin
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When James Ngcobo’s 
production of Athol Fugard’s 
play, Nongogo, opens at the 
Market Theatre this week it 

will be headlined by a star-studded cast whose 
careers on television and stage have made 
some of the countries favourite actors. BUZZ 
introduces the players. 

Bongani Gumede

Bongani Gumede, an alumnus of the Market 
Theatre Laboratory portrays Patrick’s character, 
a pathetic drunkard whose wife is giving birth 
to his sixth child and he is so indecisive that 
the only thing he can do is worry about the 
name he will give to his new son.

Bongani Gumede is a South African actor best 
known for his role as Oupa Dube in the SABC1 
drama series Mzansi, from 2006 - 2007. He 
also played the role of Ntuli in the first season 
of the SABC3 drama series The Lab (2006) and 
the role of Richard in the e.tv anthology series 
eKasi: Our Stories, in 2009. He also played 
two separate characters in the fourth season of 
eKasi. Also in 2006, he appeared in the eighth 
film of the Heartlines series (Grace), which 
aired on all three SABC channels. He was the 
Zulu dialogue coach for the 2006 feature film 
Catch a Fire, starring Tim Robbins. He also 
has a starring role as Mandla Ndlovu, the 
brutal, jealous and corrupt younger brother 
of Samson, in the Mzansi Magic telenovela-
turned-soap-opera isiBaya.

Peter Mashigo 

Peter Mashigo also makes his long-awaited 
return to the Market Theatre as Blackie, the 
deformed man whose love for Queenie clouds 
his view of life. 

Peter Mashigo is a South African actor best 
known for his starring role as Lunga in the 
SABC1 drama series Mzansi, from 2005 to 2006 
Peter made his break in the 1987 production 
of Asinamali. He has also appeared in Sikulu, 
Daughters of Nebo: An African Opera, Mooi 
Street Moves, On My Birthday, The Patriot, 
Freak Country, Ma-Gents, Kgolo – Journey To 
Discovery and Woza Albert. In 1998 he staged 
managed and played the role of Brains in Not 
With My Gun. 

Vusi Kunene

Making his big theatre comeback Vusi Kunene 
plays Sam, a tough, business like, jealous and 
in the end nothing more than the pimp he 
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used to be. 

Vusi Kunene is a South African actor best 
known for his role as villain Jack Mabaso in 
the soapie, Generations. In 1991 Vusi decided 
to pursue acting as a career and registered 
at the Wits School of Drama, for a degree in 
Dramatic Art. 

After graduating he landed a role in The 
Coloured Museum directed by Itumeleng 
Motsikoe for the Market Theatre. In 1996 he was 
cast in Homelands directed by Neal Sundstrom 
and in 1997 he appeared in Deafening Silence 
directed by Ettienne De Villiers, both for SABC 
Television. 

Vusi has also received various awards, most 
notably his Golden Horn awards for best lead 
actor in a Soap.

Zenzo Ngqobe

Johnny played by Zenzo Ngqobe is an 
imaginative businessman who is on the verge 
of cracking his big entrepreneurial break and 
he develops a relationship with Queenie. 

Zenzo Ngqobe is a South African actor best 
known for his starring role as Stone Khuse on 
the e.tv soapie Rhythm City, from 2007-2012.

He has featured in the movies Tsotsi (2005) and 
Blood Diamond (2006) and appeared in the TV 
hospital dramas Jozi-H and Hillside. He also 

appeared in the stage productions of Township 
Stories and Cards, among others.

Zikhona Sodlaka

Zikhona Sodlaka will debut at the Market 
Theatre as Queenie, a woman of strength, 
determination, courage as she dreams of a 
better life and has a past that’s riddle with dark 
secrets. 

Zikhona Sodlaka is a South African actress best 
known for her starring roles in such television 
series as Shooting Stars, Rhythm City, Soul City, 
Intsika and Montana.

She found success as a model, on television 
commercials and with a small part on 
Generations.  She also played the role of Suarez 
Baloyi on the e.tv soapie Rhythm City, joining 
the show in 2011. In the same year, Zikhona 
played the role of Phakama in the SABC1 
drama series Intsika. She also played the role of 
Themsi in the Tim Greene-directed film Skeem.

In 2013 she had a guest starring role in the 
SABC1 drama series Intersexions and a starring 
role in the controversial drama series After 9, 
taking over the role of Zee from Khanyi Mbau, 
who played it in the first season.

In 2015 she was the host of Top Actor SA, 
the first original series to air on the new BET 
channel when it premiered on 2 April, 2015. 
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OZMA Lost World at the 
Market for Once-Off Only 

The Market Theatre to host a once-off performance of OZMA, 
The Lost World

- Supplied by IFAS

J ohannesburg arts enthusiasts will 
have a once only opportunity 
to see OZMA, a set of gutsy 
musicians with an irreproachable 

technique who uphold a jazz influenced 
by rock, pop and world music: a 
resolutely modern universe for a music 
both adventurous and accessible! 

Since 2001 OZMA has taken the arts 
world on a journey: imagine John 
Coltrane invited as a guest with Rage 
Against The Machine, Maceo Parker 
jamming with Radiohead, or a Keith 
Jarrett sitting-in with the best New 
Orleans brass bands.

Their South African tour of eclectic music 
and dinosaurs is the recipe of OZMA’s 
movie concert,  The Lost World, which 
will have a once-only performance at 
the Market Theatre on 15 June.

The Lost World is a perilous quest of 
intrepid explorers, an impossible love, 
a fantastic land populated by dinosaurs, 
all electrified by narrative and reactive 
music: An adventurous jazz with eclectic 
accents for the first dino-film in history!

Professor Challenger, at the head of a 
courageous expedition, explores the 

Amazon jungle in search of the fabulous 
Lost World! A thrilling adventure, 
a treasure of silent film period that 
the OZMA ensemble dusts off with a 
contemporary soundtrack, touching 
and refreshing.

Whilst retaining the freedoms and 
love of sound experimentation within 
the jazz style, it is above all from the 
popular music of today that this cine-
concert seeks its inspiration. 

Melodic pop, explosive rock, and 
the march of electronic music loops 
punctuate the film announcing 
the themes and feeding into 
improvisations. By enriching their music 
with synthetic sounds and borrowing 
certain constructions from minimalist 
electronica, in this film-concert, OZMA 
has developed an original and resolutely 
modern sound identity. 

Trailer: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Fn2yPJ_ZlFk

YouTube page: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/
OzmaJazz/feed

https://www.youtube.com/user/OzmaJazz/feed
https://www.youtube.com/user/OzmaJazz/feed
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Finding A Madiba In Every 
Generation 

The Market Theatre will honour Nelson Mandela’s legacy in partnership with Moments 
Entertainment by hosting an inaugural children’s film festival

- Ismail Mahomed

CELEBRATING MADIBA

The Market Theatre will partner 
with Moments Entertainment 
to play host to an inaugural 
children’s film festival that will 

honour Nelson Mandela’s legacy. Through 
a collaboration between the Children and 
Broadcasting Foundation for Africa, and the 
Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, this festival 
will commemorate the Nelson Mandela 
Centenary ensuring that his legacy is kept 
alive for the next generation.

Welcoming an unparalleled guest list of 
celebrated film talent from around the world, 
this new festival will be a unique opportunity 
for young people to gain an insight into 
global film practices. Delegates will present 
films, performances, animation workshops 
and expert masterclasses on a wide range 
of fields.

Festival Co-Founder, Firdoze Bulbulia, 
states, ‘we are delighted to be celebrating 
and commemorating Mandela‘s legacy in 
his centenary year and to continue to use 

his work to inspire the next generation. We 
believe that film is a unique medium that 
can open new windows, shedding light on 
different cultures and traditions”.

Bulbulia has gathered a celebrated list of 
film-makers from Egypt, Iran, Palestine, 
Serbia, Pakistan, the US, Tunisia, Denmark, 
Germany and many other countries who will 
all share their cultural filmmaking practices 
with young people. 

“The festival will act as a platform for 
empowering young South Africans to
participate in the global dialogue on film 
and media’, added Bulbulia

The festival will be open to children and 
youth from aged four onwards. Events will 
take place at the Apartheid Museum, the 
Market Theatre, Ster-Kinekor Maponya Mall, 
Killarney Cine-Centre, Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange and SABC. Events at the Market 
Theatre will take place on June 16 - June 18 
2018
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CELEBRATING MADIBA

Minnesota Orchestra Music 
for Mandela Project 

Minnesota Orchestra to embark on a five-city tour of South Africa this August

- Alice Brown

For Nelson Mandela’s centenary year, 
the acclaimed American Minnesota 
Orchestra will embark on a five-city 
tour of South Africa, August 8-18, 

marking the first-ever visit to South Africa 
by a professional U.S. orchestra. The tour 
will showcase music from South African, 
American and European musical traditions, 
drawing together South African and 
American performers and offering musical 
exchanges with student groups and large-
scale performances in Cape Town, Durban, 
Pretoria, Soweto and Johannesburg. 

A highlight of the tour will be a piece specially 
commissioned as a tribute to Mandela, titled 
Harmonia Ubuntu, by acclaimed composer 
Bongani Ndodana-Breen. This historic tour 
is intended to musically honor one of the 
world’s renowned peacemakers—and to 
share great music, cultural exchanges and 
goodwill across international borders. 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Grammy Award-winning Minnesota 
Orchestra is considered one of America’s 
finest. The ensemble is highly acclaimed for 

its performances on the world’s great stages, 
with The Times (Richard Morrison, London) 
referring to the ensemble as “a superstar 
band with a maestro to match” and The New 
Yorker (Alex Ross) calling it “the greatest 
orchestra in the world” following a 2010 
performance. 

Minnesota Orchestra performances in South 
Africa: 

Friday, August 10, 2018, 8 p.m. 
City Hall, Cape Town 

Sunday, August 12, 2018, 5 p.m.
City Hall, Durban 

Thursday, August 16, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Aula Theatre, University of Pretoria, Pretoria

Friday, August 17, 7 p.m. 
Regina Mundi Roman Catholic Church, Soweto 

Saturday, August 18, 3 p.m.
City Hall, Johannesburg 

Ticket prices range from R100 to R600 and 
bookings can be done through Computicket 
at www.computicket.com/music. For more 
information, visit minnesotaorchestra.org/satour

http://www.computicket.com/music.
http://minnesotaorchestra.org/satour 


22    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 24

Market Theatre’s New 
Company, Kwasha! 

Goes National 
Kwasha! to tour South Africa with an African inspired adaptation of The Little Prince

- Clara Vaughan

A n African inspired adaptation  
of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s 
classic fable, The Little Prince will 
be performed by the Market 

Theatre Foundation’s brand-new theatre 
company, Kwasha! and will premiere at the 
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown. This 
Pan African production will then tour South 
Africa, including Durban and Johannesburg 
(and other cities to be announced). 

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world famous 
book is celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year – and is still as vivid as ever! The book 
is brought to life in an exciting production 
created with the additional support of 
Mazars reinforces a fruitful collaboration 
between the French Institute of South Africa 
(IFAS) and the Market Theatre Foundation.

Originally written in French, The Little Prince 
is the world’s most translated book (outside 
of religious works). It is translated in 300 
languages including English, Zulu, Afrikaans 
and Xhosa. Known as a children’s tale, it is 
also considered as a metaphor of a grown-up 
meeting his inner child. It is a philosophical 
contemplation of loneliness, friendship, 
adulthood and authority. The Little Prince  
performed by Kwasha! will be a magical 
re-telling of the book mixing storytelling 
and circus in multiple languages to create 
a unique South African inspired production 
of this French masterpiece, for adults and 
children alike.

The Kwasha! theatre company is a 
collaborative project between the Market 

Theatre Laboratory and The Windybrow 
Arts Centre. The project aims to support the 
careers of recent graduates and to provide 
drama classes for youth at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s most 
exciting emergent theatre-makers have 
been identified as the inaugural members 
of the company, and now work together to 
create a programme of exciting new theatre 
pieces.

Grahamstown
28-29-30 June at 12pm
1 July at 12pm
National Art Festival, Victoria Theatre
www.nationalartsfestival.co.za

Bloemfontein
6-7 July and 11-12 July
Vrystaat Arts Festival 
http://www.vrystaatkunstefees.co.za

Durban
31 October – 3 November
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
http://www.dut.ac.za

Johannesburg
8-25 November
Market Theatre Laboratory
www.markettheatre.co.za 

and more dates to come throughout South 
Africa!

http://www.nationalartsfestival.co.za
http://www.vrystaatkunstefees.co.za 
http://www.dut.ac.za 
http://www.markettheatre.co.za  
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Andrew Buckland Directs 
Student-Divised Words Fail... 

Andrew Buckland Directs a student-divised play at the Market Theatre Laboratory 

- Clara Vaughan

Since 1981 Andrew Buckland has been producing 
original theatre work of a consistently very high 
standard and which is clearly seen to be at the 
forefront of theatre developments in South Africa. 
Employing a dynamic and exciting combination 
of visual comedy, sophisticated political satire, 
clowning, physical theatre, mime and an explosive 
performance style, the works of Andrew Buckland 
have become synonymous with provocative, 
entertaining and stimulating theatre both in South 
Africa and internationally. His work in the field of 
mime has reached a wide audience since 1980 
and the presentation of his work – The Mime.

The original plays have won a total of 20 national 
and international theatre awards including several 
for best performance, best script, best production 
and play of the year.

A principal feature of the style of the work of 
Andrew Buckland besides it’s comedy, is it’s 
economy of production and a unique attitude 
to the relation between word and gesture. The 
ingenious and skilful use of mime techniques 
mean that the plays require no set and simple 
costumes which means that they are very easily 
and cheaply transportable.

Since July 1992 he has been employed as a 
Senior Lecturer and then Associate Professor 
in the Drama Department at Rhodes University 
in Grahamstown, and has been instrumental in 
the initiation of new undergraduate, honours 
and masters courses, particularly in the area of 
contemporary performance. In July 2010 he was 
appointed Head of the Drama Department. Since 
June 2013 he is no longer HoD but remains an 

Associate Professor in the department, while 
maintaining professional commitments.

Words Fail...
The focus is not so much on the What of story but 
on the How of telling that story. 

Words Fail is an original physical theatre 
experience created by Market Theatre Laboratory 
students and directed by Andrew Buckland 
and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana which explores the 
physical narrative through attention to illusion 
based evocation of a physically tangible world 
and recognisable characters within a narrative that 
is easily accessible and at the same time contains 
some of the ‘magic’ associated with still-point 
illusion based mime technique. 

The work consists of a series of rehearsed and 
well crafted exercises which explore the student’s 
responses to the demands of performance which 
relies predominantly on the body as communicator. 
The attention to technique is designed to free 
the students from physical restrictions and be the 
means whereby they develop their own unique 
physical languages and styles which might most 
effectively be the best vehicle for the expression of 
the theatre and performance they wish to make.

Where:  Market Theatre Laboratory

When:  15 June at 7pm
  16 June at 1pm & 4pm   
  17 June at 3pm. 

Tickets:  R25 (Door)
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Renata Coetzee A Feast from 
Nature – Book Launch  

Renata Coetzee to launch A Feast from Nature at the Market Theatre Foundation

- Truida Pickel

The publication of the 2nd 
Impression of A Feast From Nature by 
Dr Renata Coetzee, of which the 
first launch was at the University of 

the Western Cape (UWC) will have a further 
launch at the Market Square on 17 July 2018.

In this book, Renata explores the food 
culture and lifestyles of early humans, and 
of the Khoi-Khoin. She has combined many 
decades of knowledge as a nutritionist and 
food culture expert with multidisciplinary 
research of over 15 years – bringing together 
aspects of archaeology, palaeontology, 
botany, genetics, history, languages, culture 

and much more, in a unique way. While 
scientifically sound, it is beautifully illustrated 
and a true collector’s piece.

The book also offers valuable lessons in terms 
of the nutritional value of many indigenous 
foods, food security and sustainability. 
The DST/NRF Centre of Excellence: Food 
Security, hosted by UWC and the University 
of Pretoria, has supported the reprint of the 
book. They, together with the Agricultural 
Research Council, intend doing further 
research on indigenous food products 
identified in Coetzee’s extensive work on the 
various food cultures in South Africa.
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre, BUZZ invites our artists, 
patrons and supporters to share their memories of the Market Theatre. In this 

edition of BUZZ, Leila Henriques who directed the smash hit Hani, The Legacy, 
reflects on her memories of the Market Theatre. 

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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“I have watched the original 
Asinamali, I have watched John 
Kani and Winston Ntshona in 
the original The Island and again 

later with Nelson Mandela in the audience. 
John Ledwaba in Black Dog Inj’emnyama, 
I have seen Vanessa Cooke in Born in the 
RSA. Barney Simon deliver his Jujamycyn 
speech in 1995. Robert Whitehead in Death 
in the Maiden. Sello Maake Ncube in The Suit. 
Lionel Newton in Score Me the Ages. Jennifer 
Ferguson performing. I have listened to 
Sophie Mgcina sing Madam Please, Fiona 
Ramsay in Decadence. Athol Fugard in Place 
of the Pigs, Dorothy Anne Gould in Molora, 
Mncedisi Shabangu in Dream of the Dog. 
And so many others. I have been there 
and been part of audiences, sitting in the 

dark, touched and changed, understanding 
something I hadn’t before because of the 
Market Theatre. And then I have also been 
so blessed to have worked there too. I 
have sat grappling with notes from Clare 
Stopford, Lara Foot, Barney Simon. I have 
sat through technical rehearsals watching 
Wesley France, Michael Maxwell, slowly 
slowly, with such care, bringing life. I have 
had good nights, not so good nights, trying 
to serve a playwright’s intention, trying to 
reach across to those watching. My life has 
been shaped by the Market Theatre, a place 
of challenge and deep care. 

I am grateful. 
  - Leila Henriques

“
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader 
in the art of pARTnership brokering. In this issue of BUZZ, we feature Moments 
Entertain, the hosts of the inaugural Nelson Mandela Children’s Film Festival and the 

co-partner of the festival, the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund..  

M oments Entertainment is 
a South African arts and 
media company. Founders 
Faith Isiakpere and Firdoze 

Bulbulia are actively engaged in projects 
that foster the ideals of The African Union, 
NEPAD and the Millennium Development 
Goals to assist African Broadcasters and 
organisations in participating and producing 
quality programmes for African children. 

The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund was 
established by former President Mandela, 
driven by his love for children and a desire 
to end their suffering, he donated a third 
of his salary throughout his term in office to 
the formation of the Fund. The Fund strives 

to change the way society treats its children 
and youth. This long-term vision captures 
the central role society plays in shaping 
children’s lives.

This June marks the inaugural edition 
of the Nelson Mandela Children’s Film 
Festival (NMCFF), which will take place in 
Johannesburg between 16-18 June.

The Market Theatre Foundation is delightd 
to partner with Moments Entertainment 
and the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund to 
enrich the lives of South African youth and to 
further promote the legacy of one of South 
Africa’s greatest icons, Nelson Mandela
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Market Theatre Tours   
This week the Market Theatre’s Busi Letwaba took some of Johannesburg’s 

most experienced and qualified tour guides on the popular Market Theatre tour 
- Busi Letwaba

On Tuesday 29 May, some 
of Johannesburg’s most 
experienced and qualified tour 
guides went on a tour of the 

Market Theatre with the Market Theatre’s 
tour guide, Busi Letwaba. This is what they 
had to say: 

“Just a short note to say a BIG thank-you 
for the Market Theatre tour yesterday on 
behalf of us all. You certainly lived up to the 
meaning of your name. We all had a great 
time and learnt lots. We look forward to 
updates and hope to meet up again soon.”

- Margaret George

Tour guides working in the travel industry 
are experts on the history of the location and 
offer their tour groups interesting and fun 

information about points of interest at nature 
attractions, historic sites, museums, scenic 
locations, and other travel destinations. 
They are charismatic, knowledgeable, good 
communicators and excellent storyteller. 

Busi Letwaba who has been leading the 
Market Theatre tours for just over a year has 
regaled more than one thousand people 
with insights, anecdotes and interesting 
facts about the Market Theatre.

 

To book for an exclusive tour email 
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00- 12:30
Price: R20 per person. 
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Tell Tale, an Exploration by 
Lebohang Kganye  

Athol @ 86 celebrates Athol Fugard with more than just two of his plays
- Mika Conradie

T ell Tale is an exhibition of newly 
commissioned photography work by 
Lebohang Kganye that is presented 
as a partnership initiative between 

the Market Photo Workshop and the the Market 
Theatre.

The exhibition is inspired by Athol Fugard’s 
plays ,The Train Driver and Road to Mecca, as 
well as the book Maverick by Lauren Beukes and 
Nechama Brodie, about about the iconic artist, 
Helen Martins. 

During February, Kganye undertook a research 
project in Nieu Bethesda in the Karoo to unpack 
the mystery of Helen Martins’s famed Owl House.  
The project explored the powerful bonds that 
grow between strangers and the collective truths, 
fictions and mythologies circulated about living 
and moving through the Karoo. 

Kganye was accompanied and mentored by 
Cedric Nunn during her time in Nieu Bethesda. 
This project was commissioned in collaboration 
with the Market Theatre’s Athol@86 Season. South 
African playwright Athol Fugard is one of the 
world’s most celebrated and prolific playwrights. 
As Athol turns 86 this year, the Market Theatre’s 
artistic director James Ngcobo has created 
a programme tot celebrates this renowned 
playwright in the Athol@86 season.

Lebohang Kganye received her introduction to 
photography at the Market Photo Workshop in 
2009 and completed the Advanced Photography 

Programme in 2011. She also completed her Fine 
Arts studies at the University of Johannesburg in 
2016 and forms a new generation of contemporary 
South African photographers.

 
Although primarily a photographer, Kganye’s 

photography often incorporates her interest 
in sculpture and performance. Over the past 
six years she has participated in photography 
masterclasses and group exhibitions locally and 
internationally. Kganye was the recipient of the 
Tierney Fellowship Award in 2012, leading to her 
exhibition Ke Lefa Laka. 

She created an animation from the series, which 
was launched on Mandela Day 2014 in Scotland, 
entitled Pied Piper’s Voyage. Kganye was then 
selected as the Featured Artist for the 17th 
Business and Arts South Africa Awards in 2014. 
She was also awarded the Jury Prize at the Bamako 
Encounters Biennale of African Photography in 
2015 and the recipient of the CAP Prize 2016 in 
Basel. 

Kganye recently received the coveted award 
for the Sasol New Signatures Competition 2017, 
leading to a solo show in a year. She is the winner 
of the 2018 Rise Art Global Artist of the Year 
award and is currently on the Pro-helvetia artist 
in residency programme in Switzerland. Kganye’s 
work forms part of several private and public 
collections, most notably the Carnegie Museum 
of Art in Pennsylvania and the Walther Collection 
in Ulm. 
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Market Theatre opens 
Technical Hiring Service  

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge 
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

Discover a wide range of costumes 
with more than 5000 costumes, from 
Shakespearean, period dresses, 
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms, 

SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market 
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service 
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture 
props, staging equipment and workshop space 
for set building.

“Most of the props and costumes stored in 
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre 
productions. The services are available to anyone 
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film 
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and 
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”, 
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s production unit. 

The sevice intends to provides a cost effective 
and efficient costuming solution for schools 
and other drama organisations. Costume hire 
includes not only individual packaging, detailed 
inventories, personal attention and laundry is 
included in the package.

“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers 
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.

Our rates are competitive, offering educational 
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires. 
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks, 
however we ask for confirmation one week prior 
to collection”, says Hailey.

The prop and furniture store has a wide range 
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period 
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues.  The Market Theatre,  has also, recently 
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which 
are also available for hire.

Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000 
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900), 
suitable for indoor use. 

“We are able to offer crew and transport at an 
additional costs.  We welcome you to book an 
appointment and explore the Market Theatre 
stores”, says Hailey.

The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped 
workshop for set and prop making. 

“We would like to offer our space to schools, 
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners, 
prop makers and set builders for set building and 
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to 
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.  
If crew are required to assist with the build, we 
can include this as an additional service in the 
quotation”, says Hailey

“We offer a friendly and efficient service to 
a variety of customers including schools and 
universities, theatre companies – both professional 
and amateur, film, television and video companies, 
marketing and publishing companies and event 
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive, 
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale 
for longer hires”, she adds.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service 
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and 
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing, 
bookings and enquiries can be made by  calling 
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on 

011 832 1641 or by emailing her at 
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

mailto:haileyk%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Nongogo - Mannie Manim 15 15

OZMA - John Kani 15

Jazzy July - John Kani 13 - 28

Fool For Love - Mannie Manim 17 9



NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece 

of theatre and has a long history which is part 
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the 
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history 
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in 
the township that is run by the shebeen queen 
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint 
of romance that never gets realized at the end. 
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman 
who somehow works his way past her protective 
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her long-
buried secrets to him. 

Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells 
the tale of displaced township individuals who 
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and 
be loved.  Each character represents a certain 
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman, 
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make 
good in her new career as a shebeen queen, 
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by 
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising 
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities 

mirrors his broken spirit.  

Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka, 
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo 
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James 
Ngcobo.

Dates
 Friday 15 June –  
 Sunday 15 July 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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JAZZY JULY
Jazzy July is celebration of the new creators of 

the Jazz sound in South Africa. They have taken 
the baton from artists like the late Bra Hugh 
Masekela, all three atists have made a mark in 
their own right. For the current generation of 
South African young jazz musicians, pianist, and 
composer, Nduduzo Makhathini stands as a key 
torchbearer. The 2018 Standard Bank Young 
Artist (Jazz)  Thandi Ntuli is sure to get audiences 
excited. Billy Monama is passionate jazz activist 
and performer  an excellent addition to the line-
up. 

Dates
 Billy Monama 13 to 14 July 2018
 Thandi Ntuli  20 to 21 July
 Nduduzo Makhathini 27 to 28 July 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 John Kani

FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright 

and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and 
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a 
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are 
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert 
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old 
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince 
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a 
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted 
to buy and where he has always imagined living 
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says 
that she has absolutely no interest in living with 
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a 
job and started a new life and knows that if she 
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat 

the same destructive cycle it has followed before. 
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman. 

Dates
 Friday 17 August – 
 Sunday 9 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim 
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Last Week in Pictures  
Photos of the annual Fête de la Musique, which was held In Newtown on 

Saturday 9 June 2018
- Photos by: Michael Pasha
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Last Week in Pictures  
Photos of the Sembene Across Africa screening held on Sunday 10 June 2018

- Photos by: Michael Pasha
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