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From over more than 300 productions 
at the National Arts Festival in 
Grahamstown last year there were only 
two productions that were awarded 

the Standard Bank Gold Ovation Awards. Both 
productions, associated with the Market Theatre 
Foundation, joined the ranks of the more than 300 
awards that make the Market Theatre Foundation 
South Africa’s leading cultural institution.

Hani: The Legacy produced by the Market 
Theatre Laboratory and TAU developed by the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s 25 year old Zwakala 
Community Theatre Festival proudly walked away 
from the Standard Bank Gold Ovation Awards at 
last year’s Festival. This year the Market Theatre 
Foundation will be represented in Grahamstown 
with four productions across the Festival’s Main, 
Student Theatre and Fringe programmes.

Yesterday, the Market Theatre Foundation hosted 
a Bon Voyage reception for South Africa’s new 
voices who are shaping the future of theatre in 
South Africa. In attendance at the reception were 
representatives from the Department of Arts & 
Culture, the Market Theatre Foundation’s recently 
appointed Council, members of the Board of 
Downtown Studio and sponsors of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Kwasha Theatre Company, 
the French Institute of South Africa and Mazars.

If you are going to be at the National Arts Festival 
catch us on tour. Alternatively, don’t miss our 
current hit play Nongogo directed by the Market 
Theatre’s Artistic Director, James Ngcobo.

See you at the Theatre! Enjoy Buzz!

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we look at the Market Theatre’s presence at the 
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and some of the other events at the 

Market Theatre 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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Gold Winners Will Be Back 
To Stake Their Claim In 

Grahamstown
This year the Market Theatre has four plays that will be staged at the National 

Arts Festival in Grahamstown
-- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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After winning a Standard Bank Gold 
Ovation for Hani: The Legacy at 
last year’s National Arts Festival the 
Market Theatre Foundation will once 

again be in full force at this year’s Festival with four 
exciting and outstanding productions across the 
Main, Student Festival and Fringe programmes. 

“Young-people-led work is a valid artistic 
proposition for the Festival and audiences will 
hear issues facing young people which will give 
audiences an understanding of the society that 
the youth are forging. The Market Theatre’s 
presence at the festival will inspire, challenge and 
entertain audiences”, says Clara Vaughan, head 
of the Market Theatre Laboratory. 

Clara Vaughan is also the co-director along with 
Mwenya Kabwe of The Little Prince, an African 
inspired adaptation of Antoine de Saint – Exupery’s 
classic fable. Performed by the Market Theatre 
Laboratory’s and Windybrow Arts Centre’s brand-
new drama company Kwasha! the production will 
have its national premiere at the Festival before 
touring to Durban, Bloemfontein, Sasolburg 
and Johannesburg. This promising Pan-African 
production of The Little Prince is supported by the 
French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and Mazars. 

On last year’s Fringe programme in Grahamstown, 
TAU which emerged from the Market Theatre’s 
25-year-old Zwakala Festival also won a Standard 
Bank Gold Ovation Award. This year, Dikakapa 
winner of the 2017 Zwakala Festival and 2017 
Standard Bank Ovation Award will return to the 
Festival after playing earlier this year to critically 
acclaimed audiences at the Market Theatre. 
Dikakapa is a political thriller depicting a life of 
a struggle stalwart and traitor now participating 
in South Africa’s democracy where a traitor 
is heralded as a hero. The production offers 
remarkable ensemble work which has won it wide 
acclaim.

On the day they turn 21 years old, 21 lucky 
contestants battle it out to win the ultimate 21st 
birthday present! Have you ever wondered what 
life will be like when you finally reach 21? Or 
why the gateway to adulthood feels more like a 
revolving door? Have you lived your best life since 
turning 21? If these questions have been on your 
mind, then make sure that you attend the Market 
Theatre Laboratory’s game show 21 WANDAH! 
on the Student Theatre Festival. 

Marose is a compelling play that brings into sharp 
focus the ever-present realities of being a black 
man in the 21 Century. The play explores the 
identities and expectations of black men ‘strong’ 
and ‘muscular’ and those ‘femine’ and ‘gentle’ 
and how they are all affected by the patriarchy. 
Marose which explores the journey of becoming 
a man in your own skin is devised and performed 
by an ensemble of talented students from the 
Market Theatre Laboratory.

“These four productions will join the ranks of 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s successful 
2017 productions staged at the National Arts 
Festival. The National Arts Festival provides a 
dynamic platform for showcasing new talent and 
for exploring new art forms. We are delighted 
that the Market Theatre Foundation will be 
represented across the Festival’s Main, Student 
Theatre and Fringe programmes”, said Zama 
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand 
& Communications Manager.

For more details about the National Arts Festival 
and to book for these shows that will be staged in 
Grahamstown please visit 
www.nationartsfestival.co.za 

For further information interviews contact: 
Lusanda Zokufa, Senior Publicist Market Theatre 
Foundation
011 832 1641 ex 202 or 072 367 7867 
lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 

http://www.nationartsfestival.co.za  
mailto:lusandaz%40markettheatre.co.za%20?subject=
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A Legend Has Fallen: David 
Goldblatt

Looking back at the legacy of David Goldblatt
- Lekgetho Makola, Ismail Mahomed & Penny Morris

- Photo by: © Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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The Market Theatre Foundation is 
saddened by the passing of legendary 
South African artist, photographer, 
activist and founder of the Market 

Photo Workshop, David Goldblatt. 

In between the States of Emergency of 1985 to 
1989, South African political activism and anti-
apartheid struggle evolution was moving towards 
an open civil war as many more people saw no 
other option but to fight back. Township and rural 
communities experienced the most brutal effects 
of the apartheid regime during this period.
 
These communities saw more local and 
international photographers entering, 
documenting and leaving with visual content 
of their lived daily experiences. Very few 
of these photographers were from within 
these communities, which resulted in major 
imbalances in terms of visual voices, diversity and 
representation. One could say that the Market 
Photo Workshop was born out of this turmoil 
to create a new kind of teaching and learning 
environment in support of diversifying and 
empowering local visual content production. The 
apartheid system made it impossible for black 
people to enter institutions of higher learning to 
study such technical disciplines as Photography, 
both through unjust racial segregation laws and 
high tuition fees. 
 
Through David Goldblatt’s vision and energy 
over several years, together with some of his 
counterparts attached to the Market Photography 
Gallery at the Market Theatre -  Carol Hacker and 
later Gillian Cargill, the Market Photo Workshop 
was established.
 
“The Photography Workshop wasn’t a sudden 
idea. It was a gradual process that took several 
years to take shape. A number of black people 
who came to the exhibitions at the Market 
Photography Gallery had asked where they might 
learn photography. That was the spark to a vague 
idea that had been germinating for some time. 
I started working on it and looking for funds in 

1986….” said David Goldblatt. 
 It took Goldblatt just over 2 years to finally 
establish the Market Photo Workshop in 1989 
as a school for photography that offered high 
quality critical photography – Visual Literacy at 
most minimal cost. Almost three decades later, 
many photographers, artists and educators have 
contributed to the Market Photo Workshop 
being regarded as one of the most significant 
photography schools and photography project 
development spaces in Africa. The global 
photography industries and enthusiasts continue 
to be actively engaged by influential practitioners 
that lived through this space over the past 29 
years. It also remains one of the most important 
visual literacy and visual culture spaces in South 
Africa, both in its photography curriculum and 
public engagement programming.
 
Up until his passing, David Goldblatt made time to 
interact with young photographers at the Market 
Photo Workshop through numerous critique 
sessions hosted by the school. His passion for 
mentoring young photographers is a memorable 
legacy.
 
“This is such sad news.  David was such a nice 
man and such an ardent supporter throughout 
the years of the institution that he founded.  I 
worked with him on the board for a long time and 
he was always so cooperative about anything to 
do with the MPW.  He will be sorely missed”, said 
Penny Morris, the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Fundraiser Manager. 

Rest in Peace Mkhulu David Goldblatt. We 
appreciate your legacy and its flames shall be 
kept alive throughout time.

Released by Market Theatre Foundation Publicity 
Department 
Lusanda Zokufa 
011 832 1641 ext 202 or 072 367 7867
lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 

mailto:lusandaz%40markettheatre.co.za%20%20?subject=
mailto:lusandaz%40markettheatre.co.za%20%20?subject=
mailto:lusandaz%40markettheatre.co.za%20%20?subject=
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A Partnership That Grows 
to National Scale 

The Market Theatre partners with IFAS for yet another exciting project
- Supplied by IFAS
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It is almost two years since the 
French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) 
and the Market Theatre signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) and the number of projects jointly 
presented is testimony that bonds woven 
with the the Market Theatre Foundation are 
productive and results-driven.

Since signing MOU the Market Theatre 
Foundation has collaborated with IFAS 
to present work at all three venues of the 
Foundation. In the Market Theatre, the South 
African born choreographer Robyn Orlin’s, In 
A World Full of Butterflies, It Takes Balls to be 
a Caterpillar had its South African premiere 
in the John Kani Theatre. This was followed 
by TORDRE, a poignant dance production 
by French-Algerian choreographer Rachid 
Ouramdane, co-director of the prestigious 
Centre choréographique national de 
Grenoble.

At the Market Square, The Night of Ideas 
in the Auditorium at the Market Photo 
Workshop was followed by The Alchemy 
of Words at the Ramolao Makhene Theatre 
which was also included a masterclass for 
the Market Theatre Laboratory students.

IFAS’s highly-popular Fête de la Musique 
programme was presented at both the 
Windybrow Arts Centre and in the Market 
Theatre precinct.  

“This dynamic partnership has enabled 
both the Market Theatre Foundation and 
the French Institute of South Africa to jointly 
explore opportunities that brings together 

artists, thought-leaders and trendsetters 
from our two nations to engage and inspire 
each other”, said Ismail Mahomed, the CEO 
of the Market Theatre Foundation.

As the cultural agency of the French 
Embassy in South Africa, IFAS-Culture 
organizes artistic events throughout the 
country all year round. Events organized and 
supported by IFAS take place in venues and 
festivals throughout the country, allowing 
the Institute to establish relationships with 
various South African partners. 

As part of its mission, IFAS-Culture 
encourages cultural diversity and exchanges 
between South Africa, France and the rest 
of the African continent by supporting 
artistic events ranging from contemporary 
dance, theatre, puppetry and music, to 
contemporary art exhibitions and literature.

This year the partnership between the 
Market Theatre Foundation and IFAS will 
be taken to even greater heights.  With 
the support of IFAS the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s new resident company, the 
Kwasha! Drama Company,  will make their 
National Arts Festival debut with a South 
African inspired production of The Little 
Prince before embarking on a four city tour 
that will culminate in a two week run at the 
Ramolao Makhene theatre at the Market 
Square. 

The Little Prince will be at the National Arts 
Festival from Thursday 28 June to Monday 
1 July 2018.
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A Unique African 
Adaptation of The Little 
Prince to Celebrate his 

75th Anniversary!
KWASHA! Theatre Company brings you The Little Prince, 

unlike you’ve ever seen before 
- Supplied by IFAS
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An African inspired adaptation 
of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s 
classic fable, The Little Prince 
will be performed by the Market 

Theatre Foundation’s brand-new theatre 
company, Kwasha! and will premiere at the 
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown. This 
promising Pan African production will then 
tour to Durban, Bloemfontein, Sasolburg 
and Johannesburg.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world famous 
and timeless classic book is celebrating its 
75th anniversary this year – and is still as 
vivid as ever! The book is brought to life 
in an exciting production created with the 
additional support of Mazars reinforces a 
fruitful collaboration between the French 
Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and the 
Market Theatre Foundation.

Originally written in French, The Little Prince 
is the world’s most translated book, outside 
of religious works. It is translated in 300 
languages including English, Zulu, Afrikaans 
and Xhosa. 

It tells the story of a little boy who leaves 
the safety of his own tiny planet to travel 
the universe, learning the vagaries of adult 
behaviour through a series of extraordinary 
encounters. Known as a children’s tale, 
it is also considered as a metaphor of a 

grown-up meeting his inner child. It is a 
philosophical contemplation of loneliness, 
friendship, adulthood and authority. 

The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! 
will be a magical re-telling of the book 
using an innovative and playful fusion of 
art forms - storytelling, music and circus - in 
multiple languages, creating a unique South 
African inspired production of this French 
masterpiece, for adults and children alike.

The Kwasha! theatre company is a 
collaborative project between the Market 
Theatre Laboratory and The Windybrow 
Arts Centre. The project aims to support the 
careers of recent graduates and to provide 
drama classes for youth at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s most 
exciting emergent theatre-makers have 
been identified as the inaugural members 
of the company, and now work together to 
create a programme of exciting new theatre 
pieces.

The Little Prince is one of the first substantial 
project of the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
theatre company, Kwasha! It is a continuation 
of the partnership which was consolidated 
in an MOU in 2016 between the Market 
Theatre Foundation and the French Institute 
of South Africa (IFAS).
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The Little Prince - An 
Unsurpassed Phenomenon 

In Literature
More information on The Little Prince and the KWASHA! tour 

- Supplied by IFAS

ABOUT THE LITTLE PRINCE 

The book The little Prince is a philosophical 
tale about a little prince who, through 
an initiatory journey around the galaxy, 
discovers adulthood and several concepts 
such as Love, Friendship, Happiness, 
Loneliness … 

The story begins when the narrator comes 
across a mysterious little boy in the middle 
of the Sahara’s desert who tells him about 
his adventures. The Little Prince left his 
small asteroid where he lived with a very 
special Rose, to start an intergalactic travel. 
He visited many planets where grown-ups 
incarnate humankind’s most common vices 
before landing on Earth where he learnt his 
most important lesson from a fox: “It is only 
with the heart that one can see rightly; what 
is essential is invisible to the eye”.

Born in 1943 in New York, The Little Prince 
is a worldwide publishing phenomenon. It 
is a philosophical tale, with humanist values 
shared for more than 75 years. 

Saint-Exupéry’s original illustrations of The 
Little Prince are famous around the world 
and across generations. The Little Prince has 
been used as an icon for many causes, such 
as World Peace or Childhood Rights. With its 
many translations, the book contributes to 

the preservation of rare dialects. Therefore, 
this classic tale has become a must have 
in every library, creating bonds between 
generations, people and continents.

THE LITTLE PRINCE IN FIGURES

300 official translations
200 million books sold 
400 million readers

ABOUT ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY

Born on July 29th 1900 in Lyon (France) in 
an old aristocratic family, Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry served in the Air Force as a pilot. 
His career nourished his writing, and both 
talents earned him the French Medal of 
Honor. His novels Southern Mail (1929), 
Night Flight (1931, Prix Femina) and Wind, 
Sand and Stars (1939, Prix de l’Académie 
Française), are worldwide successes, as are 
his late novels, written in the US during the 
war: Flight to Arras (1942) and The Little 
Prince (1943).

Having joined the Free French Forces to 
combat Nazi Germany, Saint-Exupéry was 
shot down on mission on July 31, 1944. The 
Little Prince was first published in April 1943, 
initially in French and in English.
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THE LITTLE PRINCE 

National Tour
An effort to inspire every child 
whose life has been changed 
by this story

28 -30 June
Grahamstown
Victoria Theatre 

6 & 11-12 July
Bloemfontein 
Vrystaat Arts Festival
 

23 – 24 October   
Sasolburg 
Etienne Rousseau Theatre

1 – 3 November
Durban 
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
 

8 – 25 November   
Johannesburg    
Market Theatre

See page ** to meet the Kwasha Theatre Company 
and the Creative team behind The Little Prince
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Home Grown Plays Take 
Centre Stage At The 

Naledi Theatre Awards 
The Market Theatre finds success at the Naledi Theatre Awards once again, bringing back 6 

major awards

- Ismail Mahomed
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The Market Theatre, celebrated for 
its artistic excellence and for its 
commitment to present original South 
African work, received an impressive 

35 nominations at this year’s Naledi Theatre 
Awards. 

“With such an impressive array of accolades our 
42-year-old institution once again stands out as 
South Africa’s leading cultural institution”, said 
Zama Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Brand & Communications Manager. “The Market 
Theatre prides itself with its diverse programming 
and the platform that it creates for the promotion 
of South African scripts.”

This year the Market Theatre scooped 6 of the 
major awards. Mike van Graan scooped the award 
for Best New South African Script for his powerful 
play about international migration, When 
Swallows Cry. The play had its world premiere at 
the Market Theatre. Lesedi Job walked away with 
the award for Best Director for her innovative and 
creative production of van Graan’s hit play. When 
Swallows Cry also received the highest accolade 
of the evening when it was acknowledged with 
the Best Production Award.

2017 Sophie Mgcina New Voices Award winner 
Lesedi Job joins the ranks of Sophie Mgcina 
award winner Khayelihle Dom Gumede who also 
won Naledi Best Director Award after directing 
Crepuscule  at the Market Theatre. 

“The Market Theatre’s artistic director, James 
Ngcobo, saw vital talent that needed to be 
uneathed in both young directors and a took well-
timed chance in working with them to give them 
their professional directing debuts at the Market 
Theatre”, added Zama Buthelezi.

John Lata received the Best Supporting Actor 
for his role in Es’kia Mphahlele’s short story The 
Suitcase adapted for the stage by James Ngcobo. 
The successful season at the Market Theatre was 
preceded by a six-week sold out tour in a five-city 
tour of the UK.

Lara Foot’s The Inconvenience of Wings took 
Johannesburg audiences on a roller coaster ride 
of emotions about bipolarity. In this poignant 
and stirring production both Jennifer Steyn and 
Andrew Buckland won the Best Actress and Best 
Actor Awards for the production 

“On 18 June 1976, the founding fathers of the 
Market Theatre, Barney Simon and Mannie 
Manim opened the doors of the Market Theatre 
to give South Africans a space where plays about 
our social and political conditions would resonate 
loudly and without fear. Last night on the 42nd 
anniversary of the opening of the Market Theatre 
the awards scooped by the Market Theatre was a 
remarkable testimony that even after more than 
four decades our artistic director James Ngcobo 
continues to programme bold new South African 
scripts that inspires us, engages us, challenges us 
and confronts us to engage with our social and 
political conditions” , said Ismail Mahomed, the 
CEO of the Market Theatre Foundation.

With more 300 awards for artistic excellence 
and two awards for human rights won over four 
decades the Market Theatre is celebratory of its 
past, anchored to the present time and visionary 
about its future. The Market Theatre Foundation 
congratulates all the nominees and winners 
whose talents and hard work continues to offer 
South African audiences rich and diverse cultural 
experiences.
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Jazzy July All About 
Youthful Sounds of Jazz at 

the Market Theatre  
The Market Theatre will be hosting three jazz artists in July, including Billy Monama, 

Thandi Ntuli and Nduduzo Makhathini

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

The first of many Jazzy July series will be 
launched at the Market Theatre to keep 
audiences warm with the celebration of 
the new creators of the Jazz sound in 

South Africa. The unforgettable jazz programme will 
celebrate great musical traditions from across the 
African continent.  

The musicians in the first of the series are pianist and 
composer, Nduduzo Makhathini, the 2018 Standard 
Bank Young Artist (Jazz) Thandi Ntuli and Billy 
Monama who have made their own mark in the South 
African sector. They are key torchbearers of the current 
generation of South African young jazz musicians. 
There line line-up taken from the baton of artists like 
the late Bra Hugh Masekela, is sure to get audiences 
excited.

Billy Monama often works as musical director for the 
Vuyani Dance Company. His debut album, Rebounce, 
was released in 2016. He has developed a great sense 
of melody by composing very catchy tunes without 
compromising the depth of the music. His music is 
influenced and informed by non-musical surroundings. 
Monama may have a strong Jazz influences but he is 
pushing boundaries all the time to incorporate many 
different musical cultures in his sounds. 

Nduduzo Makhathini was born into a musical family 
with a pianist mother and guitar-playing father. 
Makhathini was named the Standard Bank Young 
Artist for Jazz 2015 just days before he launched his 
first two albums, Sketches of Tomorrow and Mother 
Tongue, conceived at different times but released 
together.
 
His third album, Listening to the Ground was 
nominated for best jazz album at the South African 
Music Awards in 2016.  Album number 5, Inner 
Dimensions, won best jazz album at the 2017 SAMA’s 
as well as best traditional jazz album at the Mzansi Jazz 
Awards 2017.

 Thandi Ntuli is a leading young pianist and composer 
among a rich cadre of South Africa’s young crop of 
jazz musicians. Her broad musical vision has seen her 
shine in various musical contexts. Ntuli plays with equal 
excitement alongside experimental outfits where she 
collaborates with a vinyl spinning DJ or in the company 
of a classic jazz band or the philharmonic orchestra.  

The Jazzy July offering will start with a youthful focus 
affair suitable for jazz enthusiasts of all ages. The 
musicians will dabble across different genres and take 
audiences down memory lane with some of South 
Africa’s popular sounds throughout the evening. 
Far from a cutting-edge collaboration the music will 
reverberate with all musicians. 

This new instalment of the Jazzy July series will be 
dedicated to Jazz revellers who are looking for up 
close and personal performances with the industry’s 
best jazz artists. 

Performance venue, dates and times:  
Venue: The John Kani Theatre @The Market Theatre 
• Billy Monama Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July @ 

20h00
• Thandi Ntuli Friday 20 and Saturday 21 July @ 

20h00 
• Nduduzo Makhathini Friday 27 and Saturday 28 

July @20h00 

Early Bird Special Ticket prices: R100.00 
Normal tickets R150.00 

To make block bookings, please contact Anthony Ezeoke 
011 832 1641ext 203 or Yusrah Bardien 011 832 1641 ext 204 

For further information, interviews and images, contact:
Lusanda Zokufa, Senior Publicist Market Theatre 
011 832 1641 ext 202 or 072 367 7867
lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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Actor-Turned-Director 
James Ngcobo 

Conceptualised The Pop 
Up Concert That Took 

Commuters By Surprise At 
Park Station, Johannesburg  

The mind behind the exciting #DoBozza flash concert 

- Supplied by www.tshisalive.co.za

#DoBozza

One minute people were walking to and fro 
minding their own business in Park Station and 
the next... a flash concert was happening right 
before their eyes, Market Theatre’s Artistic Director 
James Ngcobo explained the concept behind 
the  #DoBozza pop up celebration.

Mzansi stars such as Jazz songbird Zoe Modiga 
and rapper Zulu Boy completely stopped  traffic at 
one of the largest commuter stations in Gauteng 
14 June 2018. 

James, who is popularly known for his Stokvel 
character Mojo, explained why he, together with 
MTN and other partners wanted to bring the 
action to the city center.

“We were looking for a braver way to create the 
visibility of the brand,” said James.

“This speaks to the prowess, vigor, enthusiasm 
and connectivity of the young. Also to the fact that 

we live in a time where we have these gadgets 
that we carry all the time that link us to the world.”

The pop-up party came as a surprise for the 
people that catch buses/taxis/train at Park Station 
but they seemed to love the selfie opportunities 
that followed the brief performances. 

Complete with choreographed routines by 
talented young dancers, Zoe and Zulu boy and 
some members (and former members) of Joyous 
Celebration also joined in the fun singing songs 
composed for the occasion.

The performance kicked off with a subtle and 
mellow violin musical piece by violinist Phenyo 
Nakedi which led into a full energetic concert 
with a star-studded cast and actor-turned-rapper 
Batsile Ramasodi as well as singers Gugulethu 
Shezi, Nomfundo Dlamini and Nokukhanya 
Dlamini wowed the crowds as they weaved their 
nostalgic sounds into the performance.

www.tshisalive.co.za 

http://www.tshisalive.co.za  
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Market Photo Workshop 
Leads In Continental 

Exchanges  
More inforamtion on the 2016 Tierney Bamako Award, Mali-based photographer 

Moussa John Kalapo  

- Mika Conradie
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The Market Photo Workshop remains 
at the forefront of cultural institutions 
forging African student exchanges 
programmes. 

Mali-based photographer Moussa John Kalapo 
is the recipient of the 2016 Tierney Bamako Award, 
the first ever Continental Mentorship established 
in partnership with the Tierney Family Foundation 
and Bamako Encounters. 

The mentorship provides, among others, an 
opportunity for Moussa to travel to South Africa 
to participate in a number of photography related 
programmes and activities as part of broadening 
the scope and skill of his practice. 

During his 31 day stay in Johannesburg, Moussa 
will take part in a focused photography programme 
tailored by the Market Photo Workshop to 
respond to his artistic needs. The award offers 
the space and artistic support to produce a new 
body of work in collaboration with an established 
mentor of the recipient’s choice. 

Moussa Kalapo was born in 1983 in Bamako, 
Mali. After studying accounting and computer 
science at the vocational training institute of 

Sikasso and Bamako, he enrolled in 2010 at 
the Center for Training in Photography (CFP) in 
Bamako. Kalapo has carried out photojournalism 
projects for NGOs such as Swisscontact, One 
Word, and Spana Mali. He has also participated in 
photography workshops and group exhibitions in 
Mali and France.

Kalapo is currently working on the project NEH 
Mali-Photo, for the preservation, digitization and 
archiving of the heritage of important African 
photographers Malick Sidibe, Abderahamane 
Sakaly, Tijane Sitou and Adama Kouyate. 

He was selected for the Panafrican Exhibition 
of the 10th edition of the Bamako Biennale of 
Photography, organized by Bisi Silva of the Center 
for Contemporary Art Lagos, which will feature his 
latest project “The Metaphor of Time”. Kalapo 
is the winner of the 2nd Innovation Prize at the 
3rd edition of Quinzaine de la Photographie in 
Benin in 2016 for his series “Modern Slavery’’. 
He is a contributor to the world’s largest image 
bank, Getty Images, and Co-founder and active 
member of the association Collectif Images 
Conceptuelles.
 

http://www.tshisalive.co.za  
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Tell Tale, an Exploration by 
Lebohang Kganye  

Athol @ 86 celebrates Athol Fugard with more than just two of his plays
- Mika Conradie

T ell Tale is an exhibition of newly 
commissioned photography work by 
Lebohang Kganye that is presented 
as a partnership initiative between 

the Market Photo Workshop and the the Market 
Theatre.

The exhibition is inspired by Athol Fugard’s 
plays ,The Train Driver and Road to Mecca, as 
well as the book Maverick by Lauren Beukes and 
Nechama Brodie, about about the iconic artist, 
Helen Martins. 

During February, Kganye undertook a research 
project in Nieu Bethesda in the Karoo to unpack 
the mystery of Helen Martins’s famed Owl House.  
The project explored the powerful bonds that 
grow between strangers and the collective truths, 
fictions and mythologies circulated about living 
and moving through the Karoo. 

Kganye was accompanied and mentored by 
Cedric Nunn during her time in Nieu Bethesda. 
This project was commissioned in collaboration 
with the Market Theatre’s Athol@86 Season. South 
African playwright Athol Fugard is one of the 
world’s most celebrated and prolific playwrights. 
As Athol turns 86 this year, the Market Theatre’s 
artistic director James Ngcobo has created 
a programme tot celebrates this renowned 
playwright in the Athol@86 season.

Lebohang Kganye received her introduction to 
photography at the Market Photo Workshop in 
2009 and completed the Advanced Photography 

Programme in 2011. She also completed her Fine 
Arts studies at the University of Johannesburg in 
2016 and forms a new generation of contemporary 
South African photographers.

 
Although primarily a photographer, Kganye’s 

photography often incorporates her interest 
in sculpture and performance. Over the past 
six years she has participated in photography 
masterclasses and group exhibitions locally and 
internationally. Kganye was the recipient of the 
Tierney Fellowship Award in 2012, leading to her 
exhibition Ke Lefa Laka. 

She created an animation from the series, which 
was launched on Mandela Day 2014 in Scotland, 
entitled Pied Piper’s Voyage. Kganye was then 
selected as the Featured Artist for the 17th 
Business and Arts South Africa Awards in 2014. 
She was also awarded the Jury Prize at the Bamako 
Encounters Biennale of African Photography in 
2015 and the recipient of the CAP Prize 2016 in 
Basel. 

Kganye recently received the coveted award 
for the Sasol New Signatures Competition 2017, 
leading to a solo show in a year. She is the winner 
of the 2018 Rise Art Global Artist of the Year 
award and is currently on the Pro-helvetia artist 
in residency programme in Switzerland. Kganye’s 
work forms part of several private and public 
collections, most notably the Carnegie Museum 
of Art in Pennsylvania and the Walther Collection 
in Ulm. 
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Those Who Travel Meet 
Themselves  

- Keitu Gwangwa

In the newest addition to the Pan African 
Reading lounge at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre, Michelle Ntandoyeankosi 
Van Onna Green-Thompson offers an 

anthology of travel stories from black South 
Africans in an effort to popularise travel in various 
spaces. Fourteen people, including the Head of 
the Windybrow Arts Centre, Keitu Gwangwa, 
share their expeditions and ideas on travel, how 
travel shaped them and how travel helped them 
find themselves. 

In 2016 Michelle was nominated by the 
Department of Tourism in South Africa as one of 
20 upcoming women in Tourism, she was also 
elected as a ‘Read to Lead’ ambassador by the 
Department of Basic Education in 2017. In the 
Anthology, she shares her travel stories and guides 
the narrative between the vast distance from one 
tale to another. 

Those Who Travel Meet Themselves is written 
to inspire young and old South Africans of colour 
to open themselves up to the impact of travel 
on their lives focuses on the educational impact 
of travel on changing prejudices that we hold, 
unpacking the meaning of identity and the 
migration for economic empowerment. It speaks 
to the notion that we do not have to continue 
confining ourselves to our spaces of comfort but 
encourages one to set free and open their world 
to the possibilities that come with being a stranger 
in some else’s space. 

For more information, and book orders contact 
see the Website:  www.nomadicmichelle.com

Keitu Gwangwa Memory Etching Worthy Material

The seeds of travel are planted in many ways, the seeds themselves are a myriad of shapes and sizes, 
colours, textures and they grow in differently too. The concept of travel exists in several spaces as a 
luxury afforded only by few, with little knowledge that a simple 50km, 30-minute journey can change 
one’s life time, or for a little girl in Alexandra who’s dream may be to go to Sandton, the simplicity of 
crossing the highway is often taken for granted by most. I cannot say my travels where a seed I chose, 
nor was it particularly to exercise luxury, but a travel seed was definitely planted in me, deeply so. The 
beginnings of my journeying was the mandatory to and fro-ing across borders, was for the fulfilment 
of our grandparents visitation rights. This is not a unique case for many South Africans and yet the 
concept of travel is still seen as a far fetch ideal for a select few. What my young mind captured and 
selected as “memory etching worthy material” would 2 odd decades later be the starting point of 
my contribution to the Travel anthology “Those who travel, meet themselves”.  I had a curious mind 

which grew ever more so as my family tip-toed through the globe in search of a safe home.

http://www.nomadicmichelle.com




At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

Marking the French Institute of South Africa’s on-going support for the Kwasha 
Theatre Company Buzz this week focuses literature from the 

Francophone Pan-Africans

- Yusrah Bardien



Ladivine 
Marie Ndiaye

A disturbing, subtly crafted novel of a woman captive to a secret 
shame. It follows three generations of women, whose seemingly 
cursed lineage is defined by the weight of origins, the pain of 
alienation and the legacy of guilt. 

(France)

African Psycho 
Alain Mabanckou
A chilling tale of murder by Congolese author Alain Mabanckou. 

Originally published in French, the novel follows a neurotic would-be 
serial killer, Gregoire Nakabomayo, as he plans a sting of incompetent 
criminal acts to culminate in the murder of his girlfriend

(Republic of  Congo / France)

Black Skin / White Masks
Frantz Fanon

First published in English in 1968, Frantz Fanon’s seminal text 
was immediately acclaimed as a classic of black liberationalist 
writing. His descriptions of the feelings of inadequacy and 
dependence experienced by people of colour in a white world 
are as salient and as compelling as ever. Fanon identifies a 
devastating pathology at the heart of Western culture, a denial of 
difference, that persists to this day. His writings speak to all who 
continue the struggle for political and cultural liberation in our 
troubled times

(Martinique / France)

Read these books! Tell us 
what are your thoughts? Send 
your thoughts through to our 

Facebook page.
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Renata Coetzee A Feast from 
Nature – Book Launch  

Renata Coetzee to launch A Feast from Nature at the Market Theatre Foundation

- Truida Pickel

The publication of the 2nd 
Impression of A Feast From Nature by 
Dr Renata Coetzee, of which the 
first launch was at the University of 

the Western Cape (UWC) will have a further 
launch at the Market Square on 17 July 2018.

In this book, Renata explores the food 
culture and lifestyles of early humans, and 
of the Khoi-Khoin. She has combined many 
decades of knowledge as a nutritionist and 
food culture expert with multidisciplinary 
research of over 15 years – bringing together 
aspects of archaeology, palaeontology, 
botany, genetics, history, languages, culture 

and much more, in a unique way. While 
scientifically sound, it is beautifully illustrated 
and a true collector’s piece.

The book also offers valuable lessons in terms 
of the nutritional value of many indigenous 
foods, food security and sustainability. 
The DST/NRF Centre of Excellence: Food 
Security, hosted by UWC and the University 
of Pretoria, has supported the reprint of the 
book. They, together with the Agricultural 
Research Council, intend doing further 
research on indigenous food products 
identified in Coetzee’s extensive work on the 
various food cultures in South Africa.
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Market Theatre Tours   
This week the Market Theatre’s Busi Letwaba took delegates from Mazars 

South Africa and Grade 8 and 9 students from Covenant College on the popular 
Market Theatre tour 

- Busi Letwaba

Delegates from Mazars South Africa, 
Ifas Culture and the French Institute 
of South Africa joined the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Busi Letwaba 

on 15 June on a special tour which included sitting 
in at a rehearsal of The Little Prince. The charming 
production is set to make its national debut at the 
National Arts Festival later this week.

On 20 June, 70 Grade 8 and 9 students from 
Covenant College who study drama as part of 
their curriculum also visited the Market Theatre 
for an educational tour and an introduction to the 
Market Theatre. Busi enthralled them with the 
history of the theatre and various significant plays 
that have gone to win international acclaim.

“Charismatic, knowledgeable, a good 
communicator and a good storyteller. Those are 
some of the qualities our tour guide Busi Letwaba 
possesses”, says Zama Buthelezi, the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Brand & Communications 
Manager.

 

To book for an exclusive tour email 
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00- 12:30
Price: R20 per person. 
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KWASHA! 
THEATRE COMPANY 

… Set For A National Tour!   
KWASHA! prepares to kick off their national tour of The Little Prince at the 

National Arts Festival  
- Busi Letwaba

Kwasha! is the isiZulu interjection which, 
loosely translated means, ‘it’s on fire!’ 
As their name suggests, Kwasha! is a 
group of trailblazing theatre-makers. 

The theatre company was formed as part of 
a collaboration between the Market Theatre 
Foundation and the historic Windybrow Arts 
Centre. From a pool of applicants that stretched 
across the country and as far afield as the UK, 
five of South Africa’s most promising young 
actors were selected to form the Kwasha! Theatre 
Company.

Balindile ka Ngcobo (Cattle Drive), a former 
Rhodes Drama student and AFDA graduate, joins 
Khanyisile Ngwabe (Itsoseng), Lesego Chabedi 
(June 16 Monologues), Mathews Rantsoma (Hani: 
The Legacy) and Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi (Hani: The 
Legacy), who are all alumni of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory.
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Between them, the company is a well-oiled 
performance machine. Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi is a 
self-taught dancer-choreographer with 11 years 
of experience, having started in community 
theatre at the age of 4. Along with Sinenhlanhla, 
Mathews Rantsoma toured the UK last year with 
the international production Encountering the 
Other, where they collaborated with British theatre 
company OddManOut. Khanyisile Ngwabe is an 
accomplished singer who also got her start in 
community theatre. Lesego Chabedi made her 
television debut this April on the new web series 
Bold Girls and Balindile ka Ngcobo is a popular 
voice-over artist who also makes her television 
debut later this year in the British drama series 
The Widow. 

They also share skills in wider fields like sound 
design, lighting, writing and marketing. The 
company set stages ablaze with their debut 
offering, ‘Ngale Kwendlu: The Other Side of 
the House’, directed in participation with Alex 
Halligey and Tamara Guhrs. They followed this 
up with a run at Maboneng’s POPArt theatre, 
presenting ‘ErrorS: A Comedy’. The show was 
directed by Christopher D. Betts, who received 
the Julie Taymor World Theatre Fellowship at 
NYU and became POPArt’s first international 
artist-in-residence.

Next up, in collaboration with the French 
Institute of South Africa (IFAS), Kwasha! embarks 
on a national tour with their reworking of Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry’s The Little Prince. With directors 
Clara Vaughan and Mwenya Kabwe, the company 
will debut The Little Prince at the Market Lab 
before presenting the work at the National Arts 
Festival, touring in South Africa and ending with a 
run at the Market Theatre.

BALINDILE KA NGCOBO
Balindile ka Ngcobo is a Pietermartizburg-born 

actor, voice artist and theatre-maker. She got 

her first taste of the international stage in a self-
devised performance piece at the 2003 Nobel 
Peace Prize Student Concert and hasn’t looked 
back since. Back in Mzansi, Balindile attended the 
Method Actor’s Training Centre before beginning 
her undergraduate studies at Rhodes University, 
where she majored in Drama and Linguistics. 
Ultimately, she went on to complete her studies 
at AFDA Cape Town. During her time at AFDA, 
Balindile starred in eighteen short films, numerous 
seminal theatre works directed by veterans 
Christopher Weare and Lara Bye, as well as a 
powerful devised work with celebrated director 
Thando Doni. Her final-year performances on 
stage and screen garnered her Best Actress 
award nominations in both categories. Balindile 
graduated cum laude in 2017, obtaining a BA 
in Live Performance. In 2017, Balindile toured 
Swaziland with Theatre for Africa’s renowned 
physical theatre play Kwa Manzi! She performed 
in two productions at last year’s National Arts 
Festival, taking home a Standard Bank Ovation 
award with the triple Fleur-du-Cap nominated 
Cattle Drive.

 KHANYISILE NGWABE
 Khanyisile Ngwabe is a singer and actor. She 

began her artistic journey with a community theatre 
production under the direction of Dieketseng 
Mnisi. Between 2015 – 2016 she performed 
in student productions at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory under the direction of Jacques da Silva 
– Inkanyamba, Salome, Sebola – And The Girls 
in Their Sunday Dresses and Christiaan Bloem’s 
– Ssssh. She has since performed in professional 
theatre productions: Everyman, directed by 
Mahlatsi Mogkonyana and Billy Langa, Itsoseng, 
directed by Lesedi Job, The Letter directed by 
Monde Mayepo and the Children’s Monologues 
directed by James Ngcobo.
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LESEGO APRIL CHABEDI
Lesego April Chabedi is a young actor/ 

performer who is a graduate of the Market 
Theatre Laboratory. The plays she has performed 
in to date include Next Sunday directed by 
Godfrey Thobejane; Batsamayi directed by 
Robert Colman; I Ophelia, an adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, directed by Dorothy Ann 
Gould; Ketekang directed by James Ngcobo, 
Fun House directed by Esmeralda Bihl. South 
Venturing North directed by Jefferson Tshabalala; 
Goree directed by Billy Langa and Titus Mekgwe. 
She performed in the show June 16 Monologues 
directed by James Ngcobo. She worked as a stage 
hand for Sizwe Banzi is Dead directed by Dr John 
Kani at the Market Theatre and was an assistant 
stage manager for Rain Dance choreographed by 
Gregory Maqoma and Luyanda Sidiya.

MATHEWS RANTSOMA
Mathews Rantsoma started acting in the Life 

Movement Organization theatre group and then 
later in high school and never stopped since 
then. In 2015, he enrolled at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory, where he was part of a handful of 
school productions like Lampedusa Beach, Hani 
The Legacy and The Love of the Nightingale 
which directed by professional directors won 
awards. He has been involved with directors 
across the spectrum including upcoming young 
theatre directors such as Mxolisi Masilela and 

Lucky Kunene. He has performed in a handful 
of plays such as Turning Tables which was part of 
the Market Theatre’s Trade Fair festival in 2017 
In addition Mathews has other skills like lighting 
design, stage design, stage management and 
directing. He would like to spread his wings in 
other fields like film and television.

SINENHLANHLA MGEYI 
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi is a theatre maker, dancer, 

choreographer and actor who recently graduated 
from the Market Theatre Laboratory. His love for 
the stage began when he was still in Zase Laduma 
Art Centre in Mpumalanga under the supervision 
of Howard ‘Brother’ Dladla, a legendary theatre-
maker. Sinenhlanhla has since then practised his 
craft in several theatre and dance productions. 
He is a very committed and knowledgeable 
director and choreographer with a passion for 
physical theatre and ensemble storytelling. He 
says, “coming to the Market Theatre Laboratory 
has been an eye opener, exposing me to different 
ways of engaging with the
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THE CREATIVE TEAM BEHIND 
THE LITTLE PRINCE 

CO-DIRECTOR
Clara Vaughan is the Head of the Market Theatre 

Laboratory in Johannesburg, and a director, 
writer and facilitator. She was recently selected to 
participate in the Cultural Diplomacy Platform’s 
second Global Cultural Leadership Programme in 
Athens. In 2016, she was awarded an International 
Artist Development Grant, which allowed her to 
travel in the UK and Germany, exploring theatre 
and youth engagement. Last year, through 
Connect ZA, she co-directed an international 
theatre collaboration with young people from 
the Market Lab and the UK that toured in both 
countries, called Encountering the Other. During 
her tenure, the Market Lab has been recognised 
on multiple platforms for creating excellent theatre 
that engages with human rights, including for a 
play she directed, Noord! which won an Adelaide 
Tambo Award at the National Arts Festival. Clara 
has taught, directed and curated at Drama for Life, 
Wits Theatre and Sibikwa Arts Centre, and has 
recently completed a master’s degree exploring 
how drama can reflect on, interrogate, and open 
conversations about sexuality and gender with 
young people in South Africa. 

CO-DIRECTOR
Mwenya B. Kabwe is a Zambian-born maker 

of theatre and performance, facilitator of creative 

processes, a performer, writer and educator with 
migrant tendencies, and she is local in parts of 
Johannesburg, Lusaka, Cape Town, New York 
and Boston.  Kabwe has a Masters in Theatre and 
Performance from The University of Cape Town 
where she was a lecturer in the Drama Department.  
She is currently a PhD candidate at the Centre 
for Theatre, Performance and Dance in Cape 
Town, with a research focus on the feminization of 
African migration and the dramaturgy of African 
futures. Kabwe is currently a lecturer in the Theatre 
and Performance Division of the Wits School of 
Arts. She is particularly drawn to contemporary 
African theatre and performance, immersive 
and site-specific performance, collaborative and 
interdisciplinary creative practices and working 
towards building inspiring, hopeful and supportive 
communities which re-imagine African futures. 

Kabwe’s original theatre and performance 
work has been showcased at the Drill Hall 
in Johannesburg, The Spier Contemporary 
Exhibition, Out the Box Festival of Puppetry and 
Visual Performance in Cape Town, The Gordon 
Institute of Performing and Creative Arts (ICA) 
in Cape Town, Afrovibes Festival in Amsterdam, 
Wits Main Theatre, Rhodes University, and The 
Market Lab and The Centre for the Less Good 
Idea in Johannesburg. 

SET & COSTUME DESIGNER
Wilhelm Disbergen is a prolific set, 

lighting, costume, and audiovisual designer. 
After graduating from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, he moved to London, where 
he worked in major design studios and at The 
National Theatre. Back in South Africa, he 
regularly works in all major theatres in South 
Africa, including Artscape, the Joburg Theatre, 
The Market Theatre, The Playhouse, and the 
South African State Theatre. His work has been 
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seen internationally at arts festivals in Europe, the 
United Kingdom, and West Africa (notably the 
World Festival of Black Arts). He is equally adept 
at designing for all performing arts forms. In 2017 
he received special acclaim for his forward-looking 
production design for Ibsen’s Die Vrou uit die See 
(Henry Milne dir), playing to capacity houses at 
four national arts festivals. Last month he designed 
Jessica Nupen’s Don’t Trust the Border to critical 
and popular acclaim at Kampnagel, Hamburg. 
He is a multiple Naledi theatre award winner, and 
has just won a Fleur Du Cap award for his lighting 
design for Nadia Davids’ What Remains (Jay 
Pather dir). Wilhelm is again nominated a Naledi 
Award 2018 for his Market Theatre production 
Tamasha on Hope Street, in the category Best 
Lighting Design.

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Sibusiso David Ndumndum started to get 

involved into theatre back in 1996 as performer. 
In 1999-2000, he studied drama at the Market 
Theatre Laboratory and performed in a student 
production called Fong Kong in Grahamstown 
Arts Festival in 2000. Between 2001 and 2003, 
he was a trainee stage manager at the Market 
Theatre Foundation. In 2004-2013, he worked as 
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a freelancer where he toured Europe, The Middle 
East as a lighting designer for the dance production 
called Karohano. He also work as Venue Technician 
at the Market Theatre Laboratory.

STAGE MANAGER
Ali Monanye Madiga was born and raised in 

Pretoria Soshanguve.  He was a very active child 
by the age of 12 he started to be involved as 

upcoming director’s programme in a community 
act centre in Pretoria.  In 2005 to 2006 He directed 
a show called Monna wa mo Africa and Maru at the 
State Theatre. In 2007 he moved to Johannesburg 
and worked for a SATI (Southern Africa Theatre 
Initiative). He worked as a technician and a stage 
manager for Taproots and Mapanstula directed by 
Mpho Molepo. Between 2009 and 2011 he was 
chosen to be part of a two-year internship stage 
management training programme at Market 
Theatre.  During that period, he worked with 
different productions such as Little Foot directed 
Malcolm Purkey, assistant stage manager for The 
Girl in the Yellow Dress written Craig Higginson, 
Play Me by Mpho Molepo and worked in Robin 
Orlin’s project that toured France. He has worked 
with William Kentridge as a lighting tech at a 
studio. He was a stage manager for Isithunzi and 
Itsoseng at the Market Theatre.



42    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 25

Market Theatre opens 
Technical Hiring Service  

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge 
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

Discover a wide range of costumes 
with more than 5000 costumes, from 
Shakespearean, period dresses, 
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms, 

SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market 
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service 
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture 
props, staging equipment and workshop space 
for set building.

“Most of the props and costumes stored in 
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre 
productions. The services are available to anyone 
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film 
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and 
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”, 
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s production unit. 

The sevice intends to provides a cost effective 
and efficient costuming solution for schools 
and other drama organisations. Costume hire 
includes not only individual packaging, detailed 
inventories, personal attention and laundry is 
included in the package.

“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers 
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.

Our rates are competitive, offering educational 
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires. 
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks, 
however we ask for confirmation one week prior 
to collection”, says Hailey.

The prop and furniture store has a wide range 
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period 
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues.  The Market Theatre,  has also, recently 
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which 
are also available for hire.

Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000 
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900), 
suitable for indoor use. 

“We are able to offer crew and transport at an 
additional costs.  We welcome you to book an 
appointment and explore the Market Theatre 
stores”, says Hailey.

The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped 
workshop for set and prop making. 

“We would like to offer our space to schools, 
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners, 
prop makers and set builders for set building and 
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to 
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.  
If crew are required to assist with the build, we 
can include this as an additional service in the 
quotation”, says Hailey

“We offer a friendly and efficient service to 
a variety of customers including schools and 
universities, theatre companies – both professional 
and amateur, film, television and video companies, 
marketing and publishing companies and event 
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive, 
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale 
for longer hires”, she adds.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service 
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and 
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing, 
bookings and enquiries can be made by  calling 
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on 

011 832 1641 or by emailing her at 
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

mailto:haileyk%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
“BISMARC ‘Mr Fix It” HUNGWE

After working for the construction company that built the new Market Square, Bismarck 
Hungwe snatched up the handyman position at the Market Theatre Foundation

Bismarck Hlungwe knows every part of the new Market Square building. He started his 
career at Solidaire Construction, the company that was commissioned for the construction of 

the the impressive Market Square building in Newtown.

Working for Solidaire Construction for eight years from 2008 he spent first two years working 
as a clerk but quantity survey and junior foreman duties were added to his responsibilities 
which meant he held three positions at a go. He enjoyed the challenge of playing a role 

that kept the workers connected to the general manager. When Solidaire was awarded the 
tender to build from the ground as he fondly remembers it was another challenge that he 

embraced with both hands. 

In 2017 when the position of Handyman became necessary at the Market Theatre 
Foundation, Bismarck quickly snapped it up. Now almost a year later he becomes a 

permanent member to the incredible team at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

One of the things he enjoys about his job is unexpectedly meeting celebrities. His lifelong 
dream is to be on stage one day. Last year he watched every production at the the 

Market Theatre.
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Q:   What do you enjoy most about your 
job? 

A:  The Market Theatre Foundation has 
employed so many different people from 
different backgrounds. I enjoy hanging out 
with them and learning new languages and 
skills and getting to know what their roles are. 
Every day is like a new subject at school – the 
vibrancy and energy is just unmatched.  

Q: What are the challenges you face in 
your job? 

A:  People asking for different things at 
the same time, it puts me under enormous 
pressure because there is high expectation 
but I get full satisfaction when I rise to the 
challenge and meet their deadlines – and to 
hear “Thank you Bismarck!”  

Q: Given a chance to change something in 
the Arts Industry? 

A:  I am still discovering the world of 
the arts, it’s the first time working in an 

entertainment industry so I am still in awe of 
the things that happen, I would like to be well 
informed about the arts very soon – I love 
attending opening nights. So, I will answer 
that questions when I have gathered all the 
knowledge so I can make a positive impact in 
the arts 

Q:  What drives you to wake up and come 
to work in the morning?

A:  Simple providing a better future for my 
family and children – it really drives me 

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: I go to the gym, watch movies, I love 
travelling, I love driving – driving as a sport, 
visiting new place and just taking drives to 
discover unfamiliar places – discovering new 
things.
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950

SHOW JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Nongogo - Mannie Manim 15 15

Jazzy July – Billy Monama 13 – 14 

Jazzy July – Thandi Ntuli 20 – 21 

Jazzy July – Ndunduzo Makhathi 27 – 28 

Letters to Madiba 18 

Showtime 30 01

Soul Brothers 21 – 23 

Abdullah Ibrahim 28 – 29 



NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece 

of theatre and has a long history which is part 
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the 
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history 
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in 
the township that is run by the shebeen queen 
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint 
of romance that never gets realized at the end. 
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman 
who somehow works his way past her protective 
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her long-
buried secrets to him. 

Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells 
the tale of displaced township individuals who 
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and 
be loved.  Each character represents a certain 
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman, 
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make 
good in her new career as a shebeen queen, 
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by 
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising 
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities 

mirrors his broken spirit.  

Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka, 
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo 
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James 
Ngcobo.

Dates
 Friday 15 June –  
 Sunday 15 July 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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JAZZY JULY
Jazzy July is celebration of the new creators of 

the Jazz sound in South Africa. They have taken 
the baton from artists like the late Bra Hugh 
Masekela, all three atists have made a mark in 
their own right. For the current generation of 
South African young jazz musicians, pianist, and 
composer, Nduduzo Makhathini stands as a key 
torchbearer. The 2018 Standard Bank Young 
Artist (Jazz)  Thandi Ntuli is sure to get audiences 
excited. Billy Monama is passionate jazz activist 
and performer  an excellent addition to the line-
up. 

Dates
 Billy Monama 13 to 14 July 2018
 Thandi Ntuli  20 to 21 July
 Nduduzo Makhathini 27 to 28 July 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 John Kani

FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright 

and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and 
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a 
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are 
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert 
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old 
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince 
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on 
a farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted 
to buy and where he has always imagined living 
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says that 
she has absolutely no interest in living with Eddie 
under such circumstances, that she has a job and 
started a new life and knows that if she goes back 
to Eddie their relationship will repeat the same 

destructive cycle it has followed before. Fool for 
Love is directed by Janice Honeyman. 

Dates
 Friday 17 August – 
 Sunday 9 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim 
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ASTEP/artsINSIDEOUT is a team of working 
artists and students from all over the world 
(including many from right here in Johannesburg) 
who have been personally affected by HIV/
AIDS. Partnering with the residents of Nkosi’s 
Haven, a home for mothers with HIV/AIDS and 
children infected or affected by the virus , ASTEP/
artsINSIDEOUT uses acting, singing, dancing and 
storytelling techniques, stagecraft and visual arts 
to inspire the Haven’s moms and kids to unleash 
their creative energy and communicate their own 

experiences at the world-famous Market Theatre 
Lab. This year on July 5th, ASTEP/artsINSIDEOUT 
and Nkosi’s Haven proudly presents:

 
Date: 05 July
Time: 3pm
Venue: Ramolao Makhene Theatre
 
The show is open to the public, but booking is 

essential. To book, please email 
thandeka@marketlab.co.za
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Last Week in Pictures  
Mazars Theatre tour and The Little Prince rehearsal viewing

- Photos by: Michael Pasha
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Last Week in Pictures  
Bon Voyage for National Arts Festival 2018

- Photos by: Michael Pasha
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