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Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we focus on the legacy of Nelson Mandela and how
the Market Theatre Foundation will be celebrating his legacy

T

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

his year marks one hundred years
of the birth of Nelson Mandela.
The Market Theatre Foundation will
partner with the Nelson Mandela
Foundation to celebrate the legacy of this iconic
leader with the Market Theatre Foundation’s
artistic director, James Ngcobo, directing a one
night only production of Letters from Mandela
that will be presented with a star-studded cast in
the John Kani Theatre on 18 July 2018.
The Windybrow Arts Centre will celebrate the
centenary of Nelson Mandela’s birth with a recap
of the legacies of all of Africa’s heads of state.
We venture into the ideals and dreams they had
for Africa, we look at the paths they lead and
what we have learnt from their struggles and
achievements. We investigate whether their ideas
still resonate with us as they hold exalted platforms
of recognition.

The 2018 Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture,
presented by the Nelson Mandela Foundation in
partnership with the Motsepe Foundation, will be
delivered by former US President Barack Obama
in Johannesburg on 17 July. The Nelson Mandela
Annual Lecture is one of the Foundation’s flagship
programmes to honour its founder, Nelson
Mandela. Every year since 2003, global leaders
have used the lecture to raise topical issues
affecting South Africa, Africa and the rest of the
world.
The Market Theatre Foundation is proud to
be at the forefront of cultural institutions that will
participate in the official centenary celebrations.
See you at the Theatre! Enjoy Buzz!

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Nelson Mandela
A brief look at the centenary of the birth of Nelson Mandela and his legacy
-- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

T

he centenary of the birth of Nelson
Mandela in 2018 provides a unique
opportunity for people around the
world to reflect on his life and times
and to promote his legacy. The Nelson Mandela
Foundation has create several appropriate
platforms for such engagement.

6
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Nelson Mandela established the Foundation
as his post-presidential office in 1999. As he
stepped away from public life he gave us a robust
social justice mandate in the areas of memory
and dialogue. The Mandela Day campaign
was introduced in 2009 as a tool for the world
to honour him by interpreting his legacy in the
contexts of working to meet the needs of local
communities.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Letters from Mandela:
An intimate Portrayal of
Humanity
Stars from across all spectrums will pay tribute to an iconic leader as they portray
the Rainbow Nation that Madiba had hoped for!
- James Ngcobo (Artistic Director at the Market Theatre Foundation)
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L

etters from Mandela is anchored on
the intimate letters that were written
by former president, Nelson Mandela,
during his years on Robben Island.

great man. They provide you with a strong insight
to his being, his resilience, his passion for life, his
clarity about the struggle for the emancipation
of the African people and yet after all you the
HUMAN BEING part of him which absolutely
breaks your heart as you read these letters.

The letters provide a sense that to escape his
incarceration, Mandela had to write
these letters as a way of coping with The most beautiful
his environment and to touch base and sad element
with family as a husband, as a father.
Three-years ago we collaborated
with the Nelson Mandela Foundation
to stage these letters, the production
was warmly received by that specially
invited audience.

about these letters
is the fact thast
they really bring
you close to the
great man.

I knew very well that as part of the Centenary
Celebrations, the Market Theatre would yet again
pick up this production and restage it. The most
beautiful and sad element about these letters is
the fact thast they really bring you close to the

I have always been very clear about
the MEMORY SPACE , the link
between the then and the now,
how all that history collides with
the ASIRATIONS OF THE FUTURE
, these letters are really a collage
of some of the most quentisential
moments of Nelson Mandela’s life.

I am very delighted that all.the
people I asked to join us on this journey gave
an immediate “yes” as we plan to put together a
piece that celebrates the life of this great SON OF
THE SOIL.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Following the Mandela
Narrative at the Windybrow
Arts Centre
The Windybrow Arts Centre plans to host a discussion unpacking Nelson
Mandela’s “Collective Legacy on African Liberation Movement and
Pan Africanism”

A

discussion to unpack Nelson
Mandela’s “Collective Legacy on
African Liberation movement and
Pan Africanism” and on where South
Africa stands with the Mandela’s of Africa will be
held at the Windybrow Arts on Thursday 19 July
2018. Presented to celebrate the centenary of
Nelson Mandela’s birth the discussion will reflect
on the legacies of Africa’s heads of state.
“We venture into the ideals and dreams they
had for Africa, we look at the paths they lead
and what we have learnt from their struggles and
achievements. We investigate whether their ideas
still resonate with us as they hold exalted platforms
of recognition”, said keitu Gwangwa, the Head of
the Windybrow Arts Centre.
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MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 26

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

The Centre will also celebrate photographers that
have captured the lives and struggles of the icons
and have shaped the narrative and perspectives
of audiences across the world.
“Through the tutorship of Antony Kaminju, we
explore the role of photography in documenting
people and events and assisting the historical
recording of lives and times”, added Keitu
Gwangwa. “We look at the evolution of
perspectives on certain photographs. At one point
Nelson Mandela was Terrorist , a few years later he
is a heralded icon, a visionary, almost a messiah. Is
it the photograph that shapes the narrative or the
narrative that shapes the photograph?”, she asks.

The Market Theatre Foundation congratulates
the cast and crew of the Market Theatre Laboratory production

MAROSE

on being awarded the

Best Student Theatre Production
at the

2018 National Arts Festival
(Grahamstown/Makhanda)
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Nelson Mandela Foundation
Entrusts Valuable Collection
to the Market Photo
Workshop
Taking a look at the Between the States of Emergency exhibition in celebration
of Nelson Mandela
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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A

n exhibition, Between the States
of Emergency, developed by the
Nelson Mandela Foundation was
endowed for archiving to the Market
Photo Workshop last October. The photographic
archive comprises of works donated to the
Nelson Mandela Foundation project by leading
South African photographers who documented
the frontlines of the struggle against the apartheid
government during the 1980s.
The photographs in the collection
were created in the years between
21 July 1985, when the State of
Emergency was declared, until 7
June 1990 when it was lifted in 3 of
the then-4 provinces of the Republic
of South Africa. In the remaining
province of Natal, the State of
Emergency was lifted on 18 October
1990.

systems. Images became both the communicator
of the plight of South Africans to the rest of the
world and the preserver of the social political
realities of this period in the history of South Africa
and the region.

The collection is made up of works by Anna
ZieminskiGuy, Tillim, Joe Alfers, Gille de
Vlieg,Chris Ledochowski, Juda Ngwenya, Ismail
Lagardien, Jenny Altschuler, Jillian Edelstein,
Ellen Elmendorp, Greg English, Louise Gubb,
Hetty Zantman, Zubeida Vallie,
“The
donation Trevor Samson, Lesley Lawson,
Miller, Deseni Soobben, Steve
to the Market Eric
Hilton-Barber, Mike Hudchings,
Photo Workshop Jenny Gordon, Walter Dhladhla, Billy
is an important Paddock and Peter Magubane.

addition into our
curriculum and
trainingresources.”

“The donation to the Market Photo
Workshop is an important addition
into our curriculum and training
resources. Images and text that
- Lekgetho Makola (Head of the
“The collection of work was handed
Market Photo Workshop) comes with the collection will be an
over to the Market Photo Workshop
important source for referencing in
on 18 October 2017 in a memorable
class room activities. It will also add an
Memorndum of Agreement signing ceremony
important dynamic in to our public programming
between the the Nelson Mandela Foundation
activities towards curating exhibitions and
and the Market Theatre Foundation. The day
public engagement sessions that integrates and
marked the 27th anniversary of the lifting of the
engages works produced pre-freedom and postState of Emergency”, said Lekgetho Makola, the
freedom to better understand and appreciate
Head of the Market Photo Workshop.
the shifts within the photography landscape of
South Africa. Market Photo Workshop archives
The collection of images emphasises that critical
represents an important period of the practice in
role that photography and photographers played
the post-apartheid South Africa”, says Makola.
in the fight against apartheid and its unjust

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Nelson Mandela: A Legacy
for the World to Celebrate
“Nelson Mandela’s inspiring life will forever remain a muse for writers, theatremakers and poets”, says the Market Theatre Foundation’s Chief Exective Officer,
Ismail Mahomed. In a year marking the centenary of his birth Mahomed reflects
on some theatre productions that enriched the performing arts scene. The
article first appeared in the July 2018 edition of Creative Feel magazine.
- Image taken from Wikimedia Commons, URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nelson_Mandela,_2000_(5).jpg

W

hen South African theatremaker
Jenine Collocott produced
her play, Making Mandela, in
2015, one of South Africa’s
most significant theatre reviewers, Robyn Sassen,
wrote on her blog, ‘Telling Mandela’s story to
young people is a massive challenge as it is a tale
so rich with values, contradictions and real-life
adventures. In the hands of this talented cast and
creative team, it needs a little more massaging,
but promises to be the play that will touch and
ignite many a young person’s reflections on one
of the biggest historical heroes who was a part of
South Africa’s bigger narrative.’
The production, which tells the story of Nelson
Mandela’s childhood, featured the talents of
Jaques De Silva, Mlindeli Zondi and Barileng
Malebye. It went on to win the 2015 Standard
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Bank Ovation Fringe Award at the National Arts
Festival and the 2016 Naledi Theatre Award
for Best Youth Production. The cast was also
nominated for the Naledi Best Ensemble Award.
The play also had a season at the 2014 ASSITEJ
Congress in Denmark.
In her review, Sassen commented that it was ‘a
lovely work, albeit with a few dents that affect its
clarity’ but overall she summed the production as
having the potential ‘to hold a whole generation’s
imagination.’
Cape Town Opera’s story of Nelson Mandela,
Mandela Trilogy, brings to the stage an epic and
original musical tribute. It is an inspirational musical
retelling that reaches far beyond any boundary,
reflecting on a life of extraordinary contrasts and
unflinching courage in the face of adversity.

Mandela Trilogy is a spectacular portrait of a man
who touched hearts and minds around the world.
Presented in three parts by a cast of over 60
performers, including three different incarnations
of Mandela, the contrasting phases of his journey
are recreated through strikingly divergent styles
of music, ranging from tribal initiation rites on
the banks of the Mbashe River and heady and
rebellious jazz-fuelled days in Sophiatown, to
incarceration and reflection on Robben Island,
and finally freedom and liberation.
Since 1994, South Africa has not been short
of theatre productions about the iconic leader.
Neither has South Africa been short of controversy
associated with productions about the legendary
political leader whose life is celebrated across the
globe.
In March 2016, The Telegraph in the UK carried
huge headlines reading ‘Mandela the Opera:
South African creator vanishes with production
money’. The newspaper wrote that Mandela the
Opera, a state-funded production that was meant
to celebrate the early life of Nelson Mandela and
draw big crowds, was beset with crisis when the
producer (a distant relative of Mandela who is
now deceased) disappeared and fled the country
with the money.
Even though several international theatre
managements were astounded by the story in The
Telegraph, two years later they’re still attracted to
productions that will celebrate the centenary of
Nelson Mandela’s birth.
Leading up to Mandela’s 100th birthday on 18
July 2018, primary and secondary school pupils
and a massed community choir, will assemble to
celebrate and perform African songs, dances and
drum progressions at the New Theatre Royal in
Portsmouth.
The performance will include a speciallychoreographed dance by internationally
renowned South African ballet dancer Dane
Hurst, which was originally created in honour
of Nelson Mandela and first performed in his
presence during Mandela’s visit to London. Other
featured South African artists in the production
will include Chris Lubbe, Mandela’s bodyguard
after his release from 27 years of imprisonment,

and Colin Chambers, Mandela’s spiritual guide,
confidant and a trusted friend.
Their media release states they ‘are celebrating the
centenary of Nelson Mandela’s birth by revisiting
the values enacted by the revolutionary political
leader during his life and time as President of
South Africa, through their Mandela 100 project.’
The production is created by AWF, a non-religious
and apolitical group with financial support from
the Heritage Lottery Fund support from the
Portsmouth City Council, Victorious Festival, and
the University of Portsmouth.
On Nelson Mandela’s birthday on 18 July, The
Harlequin Theatre will present their production,
Amandla! The Story of Nelson Mandela. The
production will chart the remarkable life of Nelson
Mandela from his tribal boyhood and education
in Methodist missionary establishments, to his
time as a freedom fighter, through the Robben
Island years, to the peak of his fame as president
of South Africa.
Re-imagined by the Freewheelers Theatre
Company of disabled and non-disabled
performers, this momentous tale of struggle, hope
and inspiration will find new resonance with a cast
who themselves understand ‘struggle’ every day.
During May this year at the Tourism Indaba held in
Durban, the Market Theatre Foundation’s artistic
director, James Ngcobo, was commissioned to
produce the 100 Faces of Madiba. His powerfully
poignant and vibrant production received a
rousing standing ovation when the Market
Theatre produced this iconic work outside of its
own premises.
Known for his unique style of creating narratives
interspersed with music, dance and digital media,
James Ngcobo’s production was a testimony to
Nelson Mandela’s incredible legacy as more than
just one of South Africa’s greatest political stories.
Nelson Mandela’s legacy is by far one of South
Africa’s greatest tourism resources. It can attract
visitors to our country and take our country to the
rest of the globe. The Tourism Indaba could not
have found a more significant way to tell South
Africa’s story in this very significant centenary year.
9 July - 22 July 2018
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Barack Obama to Speak at
Nelson Mandela Foundation
Annual Lecture
Barack Obama to honour Nelson Mandela by delivering a lecture at one of the
Nelson Mandela Foundation’s flagship programmes

F

- Information retrieved from the Nelson Mandela Foundation website URL

ormer US President Barack Obama
will deliver a lecture in one of the
Nelson Mandela Foundation’s flagship
programmes to honour its founder,
Nelson Mandela. Ever since 2003, global leaders
have used the Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture to
raise topical issues affecting South Africa, Africa
and the rest of the world.
“Renewing the Mandela Legacy and Promoting
Active Citizenship in a Changing World”, the
theme for this year’s lecure, will focus on creating
conditions for bridging divides, working across
ideological lines, and resisting oppression and
inequality.
For most of his life, Nelson Mandela fought
for democracy and equality. His presidency

16

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 26

was defined by his efforts to solidify the fragile
democracy of South Africa, and by his lessons on
the politics of bridge-building over the politics of
division.
The Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture, presented
by the Neson Mandela Foundation in partnership
with the Motsepe Foundation is a unique
platform to drive debate on critical social issues
in South Africa and around the world. The lecture
will take place on Tuesday 17 July 2018, a day
before Nelson Mandela International Day, and
will be held at the Bidvest Wanderers Stadium in
Johannesburg. About 9 000 people are expected
to attend.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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- image taken from Wikimedia Commons, URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Young_Mandela.jpg

Biography of
Nelson Mandela
A brief look at the history and legacy of former president Nelson Mandela
- Source of article from www.nelsonmandela.org
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R

olihlahla Mandela was born into the
Madiba clan in the village of Mvezo,
in the Eastern Cape, on 18 July 1918.
His mother was Nonqaphi Nosekeni
and his father was Nkosi Mphakanyiswa Gadla
Mandela, principal counsellor to the Acting King
of the Thembu people, Jongintaba Dalindyebo.
In 1930, when he was 12 years old, his father
died and the young Rolihlahla became a ward of
Jongintaba at the Great Place in Mqhekezweni
Hearing the elders’ stories of his ancestors’ valour
during the wars of resistance, he dreamed also
of making his own contribution to the freedom
struggle of his people.

Machel, his third wife.
He died at his home in Johannesburg on 5
December 2013.

Education

He completed his BA through the University of
South Africa and went back to Fort Hare for his
graduation in 1943.
A two-year diploma in law on top of his BA allowed
Mandela to practise law, and in August 1952 he
and Oliver Tambo established South Africa’s first
black law firm, Mandela & Tambo.

Meanwhile, he began studying for an LLB at
the University of the Witwatersrand. By his own
He attended primary school in Qunu where his
admission he was a poor student and left the
teacher, Miss Mdingane, gave him the name
university in 1952 without graduating. He only
Nelson, in accordance with the
started studying again through
custom of giving all schoolchildren
University of London after his
“Hearing
the the
“Christian” names.
imprisonment in 1962 but also did
elders’ stories of his not complete that degree.
He completed his Junior Certificate
ancestors’ valour
at Clarkebury Boarding Institute and
In 1989, while in the last months of
went on to Healdtown, a Wesleyan during the wars his imprisonment, he obtained an
secondary school of some repute, of resistance, he LLB through the University of South
where he matriculated.
dreamed also of Africa. He graduated in absentia at a
ceremony in Cape Town.
Mandela began his studies for making his own
a Bachelor of Arts degree at the contribution to the
University College of Fort Hare but
freedom struggle Entering politics
did not complete the degree there
Mandela,
while
becoming
as he was expelled for joining in a of his people.”
increasingly politically involved
student protest.
from 1942, only joined the African
National Congress in 1944 when he helped to
On his return to the Great Place at Mqhekezweni
form the ANC Youth League (ANCYL).
the King was furious and said if he didn’t return to
Fort Hare he would arrange wives for him and his
Mandela rose through the ranks of the ANCYL
cousin Justice. They ran away to Johannesburg
and through its efforts, the ANC adopted a more
instead, arriving there in 1941. There he worked
radical mass-based policy, the Programme of
as a mine security officer and after meeting Walter
Action, in 1949.
Sisulu, an estate agent, he was introduced to Lazer
Sidelsky. He then did his articles through a firm of
In 1952 he was chosen as the National Volunteerattorneys – Witkin, Eidelman and Sidelsky.
in-Chief of the Defiance Campaign with Molvi
In 1944 he married Walter Sisulu’s cousin, Evelyn
Mase, a nurse. They had two sons, Madiba
Thembekile “Thembi” and Makgatho, and two
daughters both called Makaziwe, the first of whom
died in infancy. He and his wife divorced in 1958.
On his 80th birthday in 1998 he married Graça

Cachalia as his deputy. This campaign of civil
disobedience against six unjust laws was a joint
programme between the ANC and the South
African Indian Congress. He and 19 others were
charged under the Suppression of Communism
Act for their part in the campaign and sentenced
to nine months of hard labour, suspended for two
years.
9 July - 22 July 2018
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At the end of 1952 he was banned for the first
time. As a restricted person he was only permitted
to watch in secret as the Freedom Charter was
adopted in Kliptown on 26 June 1955.

The Treason Trial

national convention on a non-racial constitution,
and to warn that should he not agree there
would be a national strike against South Africa
becoming a republic. After he and his colleagues
were acquitted in the Treason Trial, Mandela went
underground and began planning a national
strike for 29, 30 and 31 March.

On 21 March 1960 police killed 69 unarmed
people in a protest in Sharpeville
against the pass laws. This led to the “On 9 October
country’s first state of emergency 1963
Mandela
and the banning of the ANC and
the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) on joined 10 others
trial
for
8 April. Mandela and his colleagues on
in the Treason Trial were among sabotage in what
thousands detained during the state
became known as
of emergency.
Mandela was arrested in a
countrywide police swoop on 5
December 1955, which led to the
1956 Treason Trial. Men and women
of all races found themselves in the
dock in the marathon trial that only
ended when the last 28 accused,
including Mandela, were acquitted
on 29 March 1961.

the Rivonia Trial.
While facing the
death
penalty
his words to the
court at the end
of his famous
“Speech from the
Dock” on 20 April
1964
became
immortalised.”

During the trial Mandela married a
social worker, Winnie Madikizela,
on 14 June 1958. They had two
daughters, Zenani and Zindziswa. The couple
divorced in 1996.

Days before the end of the Treason Trial, Mandela
travelled to Pietermaritzburg to speak at the All-in
Africa Conference, which resolved that he should
write to Prime Minister Verwoerd requesting a

20
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In the face of massive mobilisation of
state security the strike was called off
early. In June 1961 he was asked to
lead the armed struggle and helped
to establish Umkhonto weSizwe
(Spear of the Nation), which launched
on 16 December 1961 with a series
of explosions.
On 11 January 1962, using the
adopted name David Motsamayi,
Mandela secretly left South Africa.
He travelled around Africa and
visited England to gain support for
the armed struggle. He received
military training in Morocco and
Ethiopia and returned to South
Africa in July 1962. He was arrested
in a police roadblock outside Howick
on 5 August while returning from
KwaZulu-Natal, where he had
briefed ANC President Chief Albert
Luthuli about his trip.

He was charged with leaving the country
without a permit and inciting workers to strike.
He was convicted and sentenced to five years’
imprisonment, which he began serving at the
Pretoria Local Prison. On 27 May 1963 he was
transferred to Robben Island and returned to
Pretoria on 12 June. Within a month police

raided Liliesleaf, a secret hideout in Rivonia,
Johannesburg, used by ANC and Communist
Party activists, and several of his comrades were
arrested.
On 9 October 1963 Mandela joined 10 others
on trial for sabotage in what became known as
the Rivonia Trial. While facing the death penalty
his words to the court at the end of his famous
“Speech from the Dock” on 20 April 1964 became
immortalised.
On 11 June 1964 Mandela and seven other
accused, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Govan
Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, Denis Goldberg,
Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Mlangeni, were
convicted and the next day were sentenced to
life imprisonment. Goldberg was sent to Pretoria
Prison because he was white, while the others
went to Robben Island.
Mandela’s mother died in 1968 and his eldest son,
Thembi, in 1969. He was not allowed to attend
their funerals.
On 31 March 1982 Mandela was transferred
to Pollsmoor Prison in Cape Town with Sisulu,
Mhlaba and Mlangeni. Kathrada joined them
in October. When he returned to the prison in
November 1985 after prostate surgery, Mandela
was held alone. Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee
visited him in hospital. Later Mandela initiated
talks about an ultimate meeting between the
apartheid government and the ANC.

Release from prison

On 12 August 1988 he was taken to hospital
where he was diagnosed with tuberculosis. After

more than three months in two hospitals he was
transferred on 7 December 1988 to a house at
Victor Verster Prison near Paarl where he spent his
last 14 months of imprisonment. He was released
from its gates on Sunday 11 February 1990, nine
days after the unbanning of the ANC and the
PAC and nearly four months after the release of
his remaining Rivonia comrades. Throughout
his imprisonment he had rejected at least three
conditional offers of release.
Mandela immersed himself in official talks to
end white minority rule and in 1991 was elected
ANC President to replace his ailing friend, Oliver
Tambo. In 1993 he and President FW de Klerk
jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize and on 27 April
1994 he voted for the first time in his life.

President

On 10 May 1994 he was inaugurated as South
Africa’s first democratically elected President.
True to his promise, Mandela stepped down in
1999 after one term as President. He continued
to work with the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund
that he set up in 1995 and established the Nelson
Mandela Foundation and The Mandela Rhodes
Foundation.
In April 2007 his grandson, Mandla Mandela, was
installed as head of the Mvezo Traditional Council
at a ceremony at the Mvezo Great Place.
Nelson Mandela never wavered in his devotion
to democracy, equality and learning. Despite
terrible provocation, he never answered racism
with racism. His life is an inspiration to all who
are oppressed and deprived; and to all who are
opposed to oppression and deprivation.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the
African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to
continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation.
This week we celebrate our partnership with the
Nelson Mandela Foundation and we profile a few books on the life of the former
President. All available at the Pan African Reading Room at the Windybrow, or
your nearest Exclusive Books store.
- Yusrah Bardien
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Freedom in Our Lifetime
Anton Lembede

Anton Muziwakhe Lembede was a Natal-born
lawyer and founding president of the African
National Congress Youth Leagure. Described
as the “principal architect of South Africa’s first
full-fledged ideology of African nationalism”,
he had a strong influence on Nelson Mandela.
Freedom In Our Lifetime gathers together his
significant writings and demonstrates his early
contribution to the freedom movement.

The Cry of Winnie Mandela
Njabulo S. Ndebele

Considered to be one of the most
thoughtful books about women’s sacrifices
and contributions to the struggle against
apartheid, this novel focuses on four women
at a specific period in the history of southern
Africa, who have spent time waiting for their
men to return.

Long Walk to Freedom
Nelson Mandela

The enthralling memoirs of the outstanding
moral and political leader of our time, Long Walk
to Freedom is the exhilarating story of an epic
life; a story of hardship, resilience and ultimate
triumph told with the clarity and eloquence of a
born leader.

Oliver Tambo Speaks
Oliver Tambo

This collection of speeches, writings and rare
interviews by the former President of the
African National Congress, with a forward
by Nelson Mandela, lays out a coherent and
comprehensive view of ANC policy, both within
South African and on a world-wide scale, over
three decades.
9 July - 22 July 2018
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The Spirit of the Zwakala
Festival Rejuvenated
The annual Zwakala Festival takes on a new shape
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

T

he 26th annual Zwakala Festival has
been given a new lease on life with
a vision that will reach out to more
artists and audiences. The revamped
Zwakala Festival will also also serve the mandate
of its funders, the Department of Arts & Culture,
with whose support through the Arts Incubator
Programme the Festival is being relaunched in an
exciting new format.
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Over more than two decades the Market Theatre
Foundation’s Zwakala Festival has through a
strategic community theatre development
programme has discovered and groomed
young artists from under-developed and underresourced communities.
“The Zwakala Festival is known for unearthing
and refining creative gems from the community

theatre sector and for propelling these
productions to platforms where they earn both
recognition and acclaimed awards”, says Zama
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand
& Communications Manager.
From the 2017 Zwakala Festival Isithunzi went on
to scoop the Best Production Award at the 2017
National Arts Incubator Trade Fair. Dikakapa
(2018) and Tau (2016) won the the Standard Bank
Ovation Awards at the National Arts Festival
Makhanda (formerly Grahamstown).

and a Higher Diploma in Education, Training and
Development. He is the first black male in Africa
to train as a Drama Therapist. Mkhoma is also a
writer, theatre and film director who specializes in
Drama Therapeutic Reflective Practice which is the
art of using drama processes to interrogate or to
create dialogue about any professional practice.

As a Performing Arts Development Practitioner
his processes include Soft Skills Training for artists.
Themba has worked as a Fieldworker for the
Market Theatre Laboratory for more than ten
years. From June 2017 to date he has also been
The pioneering Zwakala Festival has pioneered
an associate lecturer at Drama For Life, a unit at
a template that has been used by
the University of the Witwatersrand
several other community festivals
that brings together the disciplines
The
revamped
across the country.
of Applied Drama and Theatre
Zwakala Festival will within the context of a critical
“Community theatre festivals are kick off with a series reflexive praxis.
a creative barometer of the social,
development The revamped Zwakala Festival
political and economic tensions of
in South Africa. The productions phases commencing will kick off with a series of
reflect and mirror what is happening this month. The development phases commencing
in the South African communities. It
this month. The full festival will take
full
festival
will
take
brings to the surface what young
place during 3 –5 October when
people are grappling with in their place during 3 –5 eight productions will go through
communities and in their daily October when eight intensive workshops and four
lives”, adds Zama Buthelezi.
productions will be presented over
productions will go five days.
This year the Zwakala Festival will through
intensive
introduce an exciting innovation workshops and four The changes to the Zwakala Festival
with the appointment of a Resident
will allow for new mentees to interact
productions
will
be
Festival Director who will develop
with professional counterparts in
and strengthen the scripts, intensify presented over five an enabling environment that will
the fieldwork programme and days.
nurture and systematically develop
offer intensive guidance regarding
their productions. The Zwakala
the directing and staging of the
Festival is made possible by the
shortlisted productions.
Department of Arts and Culture’s Incubation
Programme which support a national strategy
“The Market Theatre Foundation is delighted to
aimed at boosting the level of fresh young talent
announce the appointment of Themba Mkhoma
in the theatre industry and to bring about more
as the inaugural Resident Festival Director. This
local content on South African stages.
is a challenging role but the Market Theatre
Foundation is confident that with his vast skills and
Applications for the 2018 Zwakala Festival
knowledge the Zwakala Festival will be elevated
are now open. Correspondence for booking
to become a dynamic celebration of the work by
showcase performances and further logistical
emerging theatre practitioners”, added Zama
enquiries about the Festival can be emailed to the
Buthelezi.
Festival Coordinator, Sipho Mwale at siphom@
markettheatre.co.za.
Themba holds a Master’s Degree in Drama
Therapy, an Honors Degree in Applied Drama
9 July - 22 July 2018
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Jazzy July All About
Youthful Sounds of Jazz at
the Market Theatre
The Market Theatre kicks off the first of many Jazzy July concert series with
Billy Monama, Thandi Ntuli and Nduduzo Makhathini
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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T

he first of many Jazzy July series will
be launched at the Market Theatre
to keep audiences warm with the
celebration of the new creators of the
Jazz sound in South Africa. The unforgettable
jazz programme will celebrate some of the
great musical traditions from across the African
continent.
The musicians in the first of the series are pianist
and composer, Nduduzo Makhathini, the 2018
Standard Bank Young Artist (Jazz) Thandi Ntuli
and Billy Monama who have made their own
mark in the South African sector. They are key
torchbearers of the current generation of South
African young jazz musicians. There line line-up
that is taken from the baton of artists like the late
Bra Hugh Masekela, is sure to get audiences
excited.
Billy Monama often works as musical director
for the Vuyani Dance Company. His debut
album, Rebounce, was released in 2016. He has
developed a great sense of melody by composing
very catchy tunes without compromising the
depth of the music. His music is influenced and
informed by non-musical surroundings. Monama
may have a strong Jazz influences but he is
pushing boundaries all the time to incorporate
many different musical cultures in his sounds.
Nduduzo Makhathini was born into a musical
family with a pianist mother and guitar-playing
father. Makhathini was named the Standard
Bank Young Artist for Jazz 2015 just days before
he launched his first two albums, Sketches of
Tomorrow and Mother Tongue, conceived at
different times but released together.
His third album, Listening to the Ground was
nominated for best jazz album at the South
African Music Awards in 2016. Album number

5, Inner Dimensions, won best jazz album at the
2017 SAMA’s as well as best traditional jazz album
at the Mzansi Jazz Awards 2017.
Thandi Ntuli is a leading young pianist and
composer among a rich cadre of South Africa’s
young crop of jazz musicians. Her broad musical
vision has seen her shine in various musical
contexts. Ntuli plays with equal excitement
alongside experimental outfits where she
collaborates with a vinyl spinning DJ or in the
company of a classic jazz band or the philharmonic
orchestra.
The Jazzy July offering will start with a youthful
focus affair suitable for jazz enthusiasts of all ages.
The musicians will dabble across different genres
and take audiences down memory lane with some
of South Africa’s popular sounds throughout the
evening. Far from a cutting-edge collaboration
the music will reverberate with all musicians.
This new instalment of the Jazzy July series will
be dedicated to jazz revellers who are looking
for up close and personal performances with the
industry’s best jazz artists.

Performance venue, dates and times:

Venue: The John Kani Theatre
@ The Market Theatre
• Billy Monama Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July
@ 20h00
• Thandi Ntuli Friday 20 and Saturday 21 July
@ 20h00
• Nduduzo Makhathini Friday 27 and Saturday
28 July @ 20h00
Early Bird Special Ticket prices: R90.00
Normal tickets R120.00

9 July - 22 July 2018
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African Adaptation of
The Little Prince
Huge Success!
The Little Prince is received with huge acclaim after opening at the National Arts
Festival and the Pan African Exchange in Bloemfontein
- Clara Vaughan
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A

n African inspired adaptation of
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic
fable, The Little Prince, performed
by the Market Theatre Foundation’s
brand-new theatre company, Kwasha! at the
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and the
inaugural Pan African Creative Exchange in
Bloemfontein this past week was received with
huge acclaim.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world famous and
timeless classic book is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year – and is still as vivid as
ever! The book is brought to life in an exciting
production created with the additional support of
Mazars reinforces a fruitful collaboration between
the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and the
Market Theatre Foundation.
Originally written in French, The Little Prince is the
world’s most translated book, outside of religious
works. It is translated in 300 languages including
English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Xhosa.

The Kwasha! theatre company is a collaborative
project between the Market Theatre Laboratory
and The Windybrow Arts Centre. The project aims
to support the careers of recent graduates and to
provide drama classes for youth at the Windybrow
Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s most exciting
emergent theatre-makers have been identified as
the inaugural members of the company, and now
work together to create a programme of exciting
new theatre pieces.
The Little Prince is one of the first substantial
project of the Market Theatre Foundation’s theatre
company, Kwasha! It is a continuation of the
partnership which was consolidated in an MOU
in 2016 between the Market Theatre Foundation
and the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS).
The production opens this week at the Vryfees in
Bloemfontein.
THE LITTLE PRINCE
National Tour
6 & 11-12 July
Vrystaat Arts Festival
Bloemfontein

It tells the story of a little boy who leaves the
safety of his own tiny planet to travel the universe,
learning the vagaries of adult behaviour through
a series of extraordinary encounters. Known
as a children’s tale, it is also considered as a
metaphor of a grown-up meeting his inner child.
It is a philosophical contemplation of loneliness,
friendship, adulthood and authority.

23 – 24 October
Etienne Rousseau Theatre
Sasolburg

The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! is a
magical re-telling of the book using an innovative
and playful fusion of art forms - storytelling, music
and circus - in multiple languages, creating a
unique South African inspired production of this
French masterpiece, for adults and children alike.

8 – 25 November
Market Theatre
Johannesburg

1 – 3 November
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
Durban

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Renata Coetzee A Feast from
Nature – Book Launch
Renata Coetzee to launch A Feast from Nature at the Market Theatre Foundation

T

he publication of the 2nd
Impression of A Feast From Nature by
Dr Renata Coetzee, of which the
first launch was at the University of
the Western Cape (UWC) will have a further
launch at the Market Square on 17 July 2018.
In this book, Renata explores the food
culture and lifestyles of early humans, and
of the Khoi-Khoin. She has combined many
decades of knowledge as a nutritionist and
food culture expert with multidisciplinary
research of over 15 years – bringing together
aspects of archaeology, palaeontology,
botany, genetics, history, languages, culture
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- Truida Pickel

and much more, in a unique way. While
scientifically sound, it is beautifully illustrated
and a true collector’s piece.
The book also offers valuable lessons in terms
of the nutritional value of many indigenous
foods, food security and sustainability.
The DST/NRF Centre of Excellence: Food
Security, hosted by UWC and the University
of Pretoria, has supported the reprint of the
book. They, together with the Agricultural
Research Council, intend doing further
research on indigenous food products
identified in Coetzee’s extensive work on the
various food cultures in South Africa.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Market Theatre Tours
This week the Market Theatre’s Busi Letwaba took visitors from the Namegale
Saps on a tour through the Market Theatre Complex and took them to watch
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo, directed by James Ngcobo

T

he Market Theatre tours have grown
immensely with the tour leader, Busi
Letwaba hosting visitors from diverse
sectors. Her weekly tours have grown
to become most popular with youth grouth with
many of the visitors having the very first experience
in a theatre.
Visitors from the Namagale Saps, a youth against
crime programm, visited the Market Theatre
for the first time. They watched Athol Fugard’s
play Nongogo directed by James Nqcobo. The
learners were beyond excited.
The students also learnt about the Market the
Laboratory and the fulltime and part-time courses
offered at the Market Theatre Laboratory.
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- Busi Letwaba

“I could see the excitement on their faces.
They were really interested. They asked so many
questions”, saud tour leader Busi Letwaba.
Busi Letwaba tailors each tours to take into the
special needs and experiences of her visitors.
“Busi is charismatic, knowledgeable, a good
communicator and a good storyteller”, says Zama
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand
& Communications Manager.
To book for an exclusive tour email
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00 - 12:30
Price: R20 per person.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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Market Theatre Opens
Technical Hiring Service

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

D

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

iscover a wide range of costumes
with more than 5000 costumes, from
Shakespearean, period dresses,
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms,
SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture
props, staging equipment and workshop space
for set building.
“Most of the props and costumes stored in
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre
productions. The services are available to anyone
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”,
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market
Theatre Foundation’s production unit.
The sevice intends to provides a cost effective
and efficient costuming solution for schools
and other drama organisations. Costume hire
includes not only individual packaging, detailed
inventories, personal attention and laundry is
included in the package.
“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.
Our rates are competitive, offering educational
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires.
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks,
however we ask for confirmation one week prior
to collection”, says Hailey.
The prop and furniture store has a wide range
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues. The Market Theatre, has also, recently
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which
are also available for hire.
Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900),
suitable for indoor use.
“We are able to offer crew and transport at an
additional costs. We welcome you to book an
appointment and explore the Market Theatre
stores”, says Hailey.
The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped
workshop for set and prop making.
“We would like to offer our space to schools,
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners,
prop makers and set builders for set building and
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.
If crew are required to assist with the build, we
can include this as an additional service in the
quotation”, says Hailey
“We offer a friendly and efficient service to
a variety of customers including schools and
universities, theatre companies – both professional
and amateur, film, television and video companies,
marketing and publishing companies and event
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive,
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale
for longer hires”, she adds.
The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing,
bookings and enquiries can be made by calling
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on
011 832 1641 or by emailing her at
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

9 July - 22 July 2018
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950
SHOW

Nongogo - Mannie Manim

JUNE

JULY

15

15

Jazzy July – Billy Monama

13 – 14

Jazzy July – Thandi Ntuli

20 – 21

Jazzy July – Ndunduzo Makhathi

27 – 28

Letters to Madiba
Florence

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

18
03 - 26

Fool For Love

17

09

Showtime

30

01

Soul Brothers

21 – 23

Abdullah Ibrahim

28 – 29
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NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece
of theatre and has a long history which is part
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in
the township that is run by the shebeen queen
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint
of romance that never gets realized at the end.
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman
who somehow works his way past her protective
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her longburied secrets to him.
Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells
the tale of displaced township individuals who
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and
be loved. Each character represents a certain
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman,
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make
good in her new career as a shebeen queen,
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities

mirrors his broken spirit.
Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka,
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James
Ngcobo.

Dates
Friday 15 June –
Sunday 15 July 2018
Time
Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
The Mannie Manim

9 - 22 July 2018
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JAZZY JULY
Jazzy July is celebration of the new creators of
the Jazz sound in South Africa. They have taken
the baton from artists like the late Bra Hugh
Masekela, all three atists have made a mark in
their own right. For the current generation of
South African young jazz musicians, pianist, and
composer, Nduduzo Makhathini stands as a key
torchbearer. The 2018 Standard Bank Young
Artist (Jazz) Thandi Ntuli is sure to get audiences
excited. Billy Monama is passionate jazz activist
and performer an excellent addition to the lineup.
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Dates
Billy Monama 13 to 14 July 2018
Thandi Ntuli 20 to 21 July
Nduduzo Makhathini 27 to 28 July
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
John Kani

FLORENCE
Myer Taub’s brand new one-person play,
Florence, is about Johannesburg, about
Whiteness, about imagined histories, and about
fences that keep us in and keep us out. The
world-of-the-play moves across over 100 years
of Johannesburg’s history revealing a city that
captures a struggle for recognition, renewal,
unrequited love, hope, and prosperity.
Florence, directed by Greg Homann, playfully
experiments with time, place, language, and
form in order to explore our contemporary
moment. Leila Henriques returns to the Market
Theatre to play the disgruntled Florence. This
dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henqriques
have been brought together by the Artistic
Director of The Market Theatre, James Ngcobo
who has teamed them up with Johannesburg

based-sculptor, Richard Forbes, who will design
the production, and acclaimed lighting designer,
Nomvulo Molepo. Together they will stage the
world-premiere of this exciting and provocative
new South African play.
Dates
Friday 03 August –
Sunday 26 August 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon

FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright
and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted
to buy and where he has always imagined living
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says
that she has absolutely no interest in living with
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a
job and started a new life and knows that if she
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat

the same destructive cycle it has followed before.
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman.
Dates
Friday 17 August –
Sunday 9 September 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Mannie Manim

9 July - 22 July 2018
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