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Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we focus on our partnerships with acclaimed writer Siphiwo
Mahala, the Nelson Mandela Foundation and the French Institute of South Africa

T

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

here’s a movement across the globe in
which a diverse range of organisations,
institutions, diplomatic missions and
funders are partnering with leading
arts agencies to inspire their nations to stimulate
innovation, foster creative collaboration and to
envision creative solutions for global challenges.
When agencies, foundations, institutions and
funders partner with arts organisations that have
a shared vision, everyone benefits.
The Market Theatre Foundation is a South
African leader in the art of working with
partnerships. Through the efforts of a visionary
and committed team and supported by a highly
networked fundraiser, Penny Morris, the Market
Theatre Foundation can successfully develop
and present critically- engaging and artisticallyacclaimed works on the three stages of the Market
Theatre and at the Ramolao Makhene Theatre in
the Market Theatre Laboratory as well across all
the galleries of the Market Photo Workshop.

We believe that organisations that share ideas
and resources can contribute more effectively
towards building a vibrant cultural sector and a
thriving arts economy. Effective partnerships also
stimulate diversification, calculated risk-taking
and a shared sense of fulfilment when goals are
reached.
The partnerships that are at the core of the
Market Theatre Foundation reflect the broad
range of organisations who make monetary
contributions as well as those whose brand
affiliation contributes to making the Market
Theatre Foundation a formidable leader in art of
partnership brokering.
In this issue of Market Buzz we celebrate our
partnership with accalaimed writer Siphiwo
Mahala, Nelson Mandela Foundation, the French
Institute of South Africa and OSF.
See you at the Theatre! Enjoy Buzz!
23 July - 5 August 2018
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Can Themba Symposium
Celebrates Iconic Journalist
The Market Theatre Foundation to host the Can Themba symposium at the
Market Square in September
-- Siphiwo Mahala & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
6
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T

his year marks the 51st anniversary of
The Market Theatre in partnership with Iconic
the passing of legendary South African
Productions is proud to host the Can Themba
writer and journalist, Can Themba. He
symposium. The symposium will include panel
died on 8 September 1967, in Manzini,
discussions where artists, academics, journalists
Swaziland. In September 2017,
and legends in the arts, culture
the Minister of Arts and Culture,
and heritage sector will reflect on
The
Market
Mr Nathi Mthethwa, presided over
the legacy of Can Themba. The
the tombstone unveiling ceremony Theatre
in programme will culminate with the
after Can Themba’s remains were partnership with special screening of Can Themba:
reinterred and repatriated to
The Teacher in a Newsroom.
Iconic
Productions
West Park cemetery, where he lay
alongside his wife, Anne Sereto.
is proud to host In this documentary, Can Themba’s
writing, teaching, personal
the Can Themba life,
While Themba passed away more
joys and political battles are relived
than 50 years ago, his life has symposium. The through the voices of his former
continuously been celebrated symposium
will students, mentees, colleagues as
through short stories, journalistic include
as public intellectuals. This
panel well
articles and theatre, among others.
dynamic and pithy documentary
Most notably, his short story, The Suit, discussions where weaves together elements of
remains one of the most popular artists, academics, Themba’s life and career with deft wit
pieces of short fiction in the history journalists
poise, recreating the sparkle and
and and
of South Africa. The story has been
pathos of Sophiatown and the Drum
in the era. This makes for an edifying and
adapted into successful graphics, legends
film and stage plays.
arts, culture and highly entertaining piece of history
heritage
sector as told by prominent local voices.
The Market Theatre marked the
reflect on The Can Themba Symposium is
50th anniversary of his passing with a will
number of performances dedicated the legacy of Can scheduled to take place at Market
to his memory. These performances Themba.
Square on 13 September 2018.
included the staging of The Suit,
Details about the full day programme
Sophiatown and The House of Truth,
will be released in the next issue of
the very first bioplay inspired by his life. All three
Market BUZZ.
productions were a resounding success, recording
sold-out shows and rave reviews.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Can Themba:
A Teacher in the Newsroom
“The son of a bitch had no business to die.” Can Themba

A

- James Ngcobo (Artistic Director at the Market Theatre Foundation)

Teacher in the Newsroom is the first
documentary about Can Themba’s
life, writing, teaching, the ecstasies
and anxieties are relived through the
voices of his former students, mentees, colleagues
and public intellectuals.
The title is derived from a statement made by
legendary former journalist and former press
ombudsman, Joe Thloloe, who tells the story of
how Themba gave him his first breakthrough in
journalism. It appears that Thloloe was not the
only one who was nurtured by Themba. There
is a pantheon of distinguished personalities who
imbibed from Themba’s wisdom.
A former teacher turned journmalist, who became
the Associater Editor of Drum Magazine in the

8
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1950’s, Themba continued with his passion of
teaching in the newsroom. Some of his products
as a teacher include Desmond Tutu, Casey Motsisi
and Stan Motjuadi.
This dynamic and edifying documentary deftly
weaves together elements of Themba’s life and
career, recreating the sparkle and pathos of
Sophiatown and the Drum era. The Teacher in the
Newsroom is an essential and highly entertaining
piece of history told with admirable erudition.
People interviewed for the documentary include
Njabulo Ndebele, Nadine Gordimer, Sello
Maake kaNcube, Don Mattera, Ahmed Kathrada
amongst several other.

23 July - 5 August 2018

9

Market Photo Workshop
Playing in the Political Space
The Market Photo Workshop represents at the 2018 Nelson Mandela Children
Fund National Youth Summit
- Loyiso Old John

10
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T

he Market Photo workshop in
photographers to participate in the Summit.
collaboration with Skilful Spaces were
Nelisiwe Nkosi and Nobuhle Mavundla who are
invited to be part of the photography
currently studying the Advanced Programme
documentation of the 2018 Nelson
in Photography represented the Market Photo
Mandela Children Fund National Youth Summit
Workshop. Lebogang Ikaneng (MPW Alumni),
which followed 4 consultative
Kenny Litabe and Puledi Mabitsela
programmes that took place across “The Collaboration represented Skilful Space. Lebogang
KwaZulu Natal, Western Cape, was informed by is an alumnus of the Market Photo
Gauteng and the Eastern Cape.The
Workshop.
summit hosted in parliament from 10 the Right to Write
– 13 July hosted 25 youth delegates history project that The
photographers
travellled
from all provinces to engage with wasproposedtothe extensively through the country
various members of parlament on
documenting the consultation
Nelson Mandela process and activities that were
youth issues and challenges
Chidren Fund as a facilitated by the Nelson Mandela
The Market Photo Workshop strategy to engage Fund and the National Department
and skilful Spaces were part of
of Tourism.
the parlamentary presentation youth and children
programme that saw the Market to be trained in “The Collaboration was informed
Theatre Photo Workshop’s Manager photography and by the Right to Write history project
for Curriculum & Training, Loyiso
that was proposed to the Nelson
culture Mandela Chidren Fund as a strategy
Oldjohn, present the photographers’ visual
documentation of the consultatituve so that they can to engage youth and children to be
process. He also discussed the acquire the skills trained in photography and visual
importance of engaging the youth
culture so that they can acquire the
in collective practice programmes to write their own skills to write their own history”, said
and the role of photography; and history”
Loyiso Oldjohn. He is also studying at
about the Market photo Workshop’s
- Loyiso Oldjohn Wits University with the programme
role in developing communities with
forming part of his studies.
a particulat focus on youth through its training
programmes.
The presention was broadcasted on the
parliamentary channel on DSTV.
The Market Photo Workshop in collaboration
with Skilfulspace selected 6 participants/

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Meet the team, which will be working on the OSF-SA Turning 25 Art and Photography Exhibition

Market Photo Workshop to
curate 25 Year Exhibition for
Open Society Foundation
The Market Photo Workshop to curate an exhibition to document South Africa’s
25 years of democracy

T

his year the Open Society Foundation
(OSF) celebrates 25 years of
grantmaking in South Africa. Since
1993 the Foundation has supported
efforts to build a more just society and to realise the
democratic promise made in 1994. Today, many
of OSF-SA’s programmes focus on defending and
advancing Constitutional rights such as the right
to justice, equality, protest, social services and
equal access to protections of the law.

12
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- Bekie Ntini

OSF-SA approached the Market Photo Workshop
to curate a contemporary art exhibition to
showcase South Africa’s social justice and human
rights journey since 1993. This project seeks to use
various art forms and ephemera to document and
celebrate South Africa’s democracy over the last
25 years, particularly looking at social justice and
human rights issues that OSF-SA has supported
since 1993.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Founder of Jhb Art Gallery
Comes Alive in New South
African Play
Founder of the Johannesburg Art Gallery, Florence Phillips, to be honoured in
Myer Taub’s new play this Women’s Month
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

14
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T

his Women’s Month the Market
Theatre will highlight the contributions
and impact that Florence Phillips had
in building a greater understanding of
art with early-Johannesburg and its contemporary
society. It was her philanthropic nature which
endeared her to both the world of artists and
public alike. Florence was a woman of exceptional
strength, passion, and character to have been able
to promote and celebrate local and international
artists and to persevere in building them a home at
the Johannesburg Art Gallery (JAG).

what we value, how we think about history, and
what we see as relevant or not.”
This dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henriques
have been brought together by the Artistic Director
of the Market Theatre, James Ngcobo has also
brought in Johannesburg based-sculptor, Richard
Forbes, to design the set for the production. Award
winning lighting designer, Nomvula Molepo, will
light the show with costumes by Karabo Legoabe
and Nthabiseng Mokone, and sound design by
Ntuthuko Mbuyazi.

Paul Duncan in Hidden Johannesburg said “visiting
Too often the women like Florence were unsung
Joburg for its history is like attending
heroes and sometimes their
the tantalizing glimpses
contributions went unnoticed. But the “visiting
Joburg aarepeepshow;
never as satisfying as they should
achievements, leadership, courage,
for
its
history
is
be.
Rapid changes in the city’s short
and strength they possessed created
attending 130-year history have meant that the
indispensable heritage from which like
we can draw pride, comfort, courage, a
peepshow; cityscape’s appearance never tells
the full story. You still have to dig to
and long-range vision from. The story the
tantalizing
uncover gold here”.
of our early pioneers can be used
glimpses
are
never
in a creative way to engage and
inspire the public, including the next as satisfying as they Dorothea Sarah Florence Alexandra,
Phillips (née Ortlepp; 14 June
generation of woman pioneers.
should be. Rapid Lady
1863 – 23 August 1940) was a South
changes
in
the
city’s
African art patroness and promoter of
In the world-premiere of Florence, a
130-year indigenous culture. She was married
one-person play directed by Greg short
Homann, playwright Myer Taub history have meant to Sir Lionel Phillips, 1st Baronet,
playfully experiments with time, that the cityscape’s a mining magnate and politician
and was most commonly known as
place, language, and form to explore
appearance never Florence, her middle name.
our contemporary moment. A

disgruntled actress meets over lunch tells the full story.
She started acquiring paintings with
in a fancy restaurant with a playwright You still have to
a view to eventually founding an art
about the new work he has written dig to uncover gold
gallery, which after many difficulties
that places Florence Phillips as a ghost
took shape as the Johannesburg Art
at the Joubert Park fence outside here”
- Paul Duncan Gallery (JAG). She played a leading
the Johannesburg Art Gallery. While
role in projects aimed at cultivating
considering whether she will play the
and preserving the local artistic
role, the actress imagines what it would mean to
heritage. She headed a movement to preserve
portray a dead white colonial figure today whose
and restore the Koopmans-De Wet House in Cape
legacy and value is both contested and forgotten.
Town and was an enthusiastic collector of Africana
furniture, both for her own home and public
Starring Leila Henriques, the world-of-the-play
institutions. She was instrumental, with Prof. G.E.
moves across over 100 years of Johannesburg
Pearse, in establishing a Faculty of Architecture
history revealing a city that captures a struggle for
at the University of the Witwatersrand. Florence
recognition, renewal, unrequited love, hope, and
devoted her time to encouraging the preservation
prosperity. Homann says, “The politics of staging
of national heritage culture and artefacts.
a play today that centres on the life of a white
colonial figure is a complicated business, but that’s
exactly what makes this play appealing to me –
the playwright is not trying to place anyone on a
pedestal, rather Taub is asking questions about

Florence will run at the Market Theatre from 3 – 26
August 2018.
23 July - 5 August 2018
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Fool for Love an Explosive
and Emotional Twisted
Romance
Janice Honeyman directs a stellar cast in the twisted love story by American
playwright Sam Shepard

D

irector Janice Honeyman will direct Fool
for Love in her homecoming production
at the Market Theatre. Janice’s love affair
with the Market Theatre dates back in the
70’s over the years she has worked on productions like
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf, Nothing But The Truth,
Missing and many others. Her return is accompanied
by a stellar cast in Zane Meas, Langley Kirkwood, Kate
Liquorish and Paka Zwedala.
Sam Shepard, in his mid-eighties classic, Fool for Love,
draws us mercilessly into the hot and gritty epicentre of a
relentless emotional conflict. In the dust-dry desolation
of the Mojave Desert we are hauled onto the battlefield
of a love-hate combat.
Eddie and May are seemingly psychologically chained
together, caught in a motel room, entrapped in their
own prison-cell of pain and passion. No matter how
hard they try to detach themselves from one another,
they are somehow compulsively connected. The
play pinpoints the merging of memories and present
moments, emotional fantasy and harsh, immediate
reality, to create a charged electricity between two
damaged people.
An old man and a young suitor of May’s become
involved in the action, and become involuntary
witnesses pulled into this searing, complex relationship.
And so, too, will the audience be. It is a potent, highimpact piece of adult theatre.
Fool for Love, written by American playwright and actor
Sam Shepard, premiered in 1983 at the Magic Theatre
in San Francisco, where Shepard was the playwright-inresidence. The play was a finalist for the 1984 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama.

16
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

The story is engaging and troubling love story that will
haunt the audience memory of the play. The Audience
will be engrossed with the couple’s fighting and loving
on stage which will provide explosive emotional scenes
throughout the play.
Zane Meas makes a come back to the stage playing
Eddie and May’s disillusioned father. Award winning
actress Kate Liquorish will portray May a mysterious
woman in love and consumed with jealousy and she
hold resentment towards her lover and father.
Eddie (Langley Kirkwood) will deliver a heart wrenching
performance in his portrayal of a damaged man whose
heart is torn between two women and a longing for his
father. To complete this incredible talented cast is Paka
Zwedala playing the young suitor of May, Martin who
is unfortunately blind sighted by being pulled into a
complex relationship.
There’s a definite crisis of identity, family and
relationships. True to Shepard’s plays the words escalate
into explosive action-packed scenes and the actors will
be tearing each other like mortal enemies the characters
are caught up in sorting through the emotional tumult
of their lives in a power struggle where identity is vague.
Award winning Janice Honeyman will bring her crucial
direction to this powerful dark humor production that
unravels the past and present mingling in an explosive
emotional experience.
Fool for Love is a torrid relationship production that
will keep audiences at the edge of their seats the
production will have its Johannesburg premier at the
Market Theatre from 17 August – 9 September 2018.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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1st Years: Workshops with
Erwin Maas
First Year Market Theatre Laboratory students receive a Master Class from
New-York based theatre practitioner, Erwin Maas
- Clara Vaughan

F

irst year students at the Market Theatre
Laboratory received a Master Class from
New York-based theatre practitioner
and academic during his recent fleeting
trip through South Africa when he attended the
Pan African Creative Exchange in Bloemfontein.
Erwin Maas is an award winning New York based
theatermaker, educator and international arts
advocate from the Netherlands. He has worked
extensively in Australia, Europe, South Africa
and USA. In New York, he directs numerous

18
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productions Off Broadway and Off Off Broadway
as well as Site Specific. Maas is the Artistic Director
of the International Society for Performing
Arts (ISPA), Artistic Associate & Director of
the Fellowship Program for the International
Performing Arts for Youth (IPAY), Co-founding
Director of the Pan-African Creative Exchange
(PACE), and the Programming Director for the Off
Broadway Origin Theatre Company.
https://erwinmaas.com

23 July - 5 August 2018
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The Spirit of the Zwakala
Festival Rejuvenated
The 26th Annual Zwakala Festival takes on a new shape and vision

T

he 26th annual Zwakala Festival has
been given a new lease on life with
a vision that will reach out to more
artists and audiences. The revamped
Zwakala Festival will also also serve the mandate
of its funders, the Department of Arts & Culture,
with whose support through the Arts Incubator
Programme the Festival is being relaunched in an
exciting new format.
Over more than two decades the Market Theatre
Foundation’s Zwakala Festival has through a
strategic community theatre development
programme has discovered and groomed
young artists from under-developed and underresourced communities.

20
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

“The Zwakala Festival is known for unearthing
and refining creative gems from the community
theatre sector and for propelling these
productions to platforms where they earn both
recognition and acclaimed awards”, says Zama
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand
& Communications Manager.
From the 2017 Zwakala Festival Isithunzi went on
to scoop the Best Production Award at the 2017
National Arts Incubator Trade Fair. Dikakapa
(2018) and Tau (2016) won the the Standard Bank
Ovation Awards at the National Arts Festival
Makhanda (formerly Grahamstown).

The pioneering Zwakala Festival has
pioneered a template that has been used by
several other community festivals across the
country.
“Community theatre festivals are a creative
barometer of the social, political and economic
tensions in South Africa. The productions reflect
and mirror what is happening in the South African
communities. It brings to the surface what young
people are grappling with in their communities
and in their daily lives”, adds Zama Buthelezi.
This year the Zwakala Festival will
introduce an exciting innovation
with the appointment of a Resident
Festival Director who will develop
and strengthen the scripts, intensify
the fieldwork programme and
offer intensive guidance regarding
the directing and staging of the
shortlisted productions.

As a Performing Arts Development Practitioner
his processes include Soft Skills Training for artists.
Themba has worked as a Fieldworker for the
Market Theatre Laboratory for more than ten
years. From June 2017 to date he has also been
an associate lecturer at Drama For Life, a unit at
the University of the Witwatersrand that brings
together the disciplines of Applied Drama and
Theatre within the context of a critical reflexive
praxis.

The revamped Zwakala Festival will kick off with
a series of development phases
“The
Zwakala commencing this month. The full
Festival is known festival will take place during 3 –5
when eight productions will
for
unearthing October
go through intensive workshops and
and
refining four productions will be presented
creative gems from over five days.

the community
theatre sector and
for propelling these
productions
to
platforms where
they earn both
recognition and
acclaimed awards”

“The Market Theatre Foundation
is delighted to announce the
appointment of Themba Mkhoma
as the inaugural Resident Festival
Director. This is a challenging role
but the Market Theatre Foundation is
confident that with his vast skills and
knowledge the Zwakala Festival will
be elevated to become a dynamic
celebration of the work by emerging
theatre practitioners”, added Zama Buthelezi.

Themba holds a Master’s Degree in Drama
Therapy, an Honors Degree in Applied Drama
and a Higher Diploma in Education, Training and
Development. He is the first black male in Africa
to train as a Drama Therapist. Mkhoma is also a
writer, theatre and film director who specializes in
Drama Therapeutic Reflective Practice which is the
art of using drama processes to interrogate or to
create dialogue about any professional practice.

The changes to the Zwakala Festival
will allow for new mentees to interact
with professional counterparts in
an enabling environment that will
nurture and systematically develop
their productions. The Zwakala
Festival is made possible by the
Department of Arts and Culture’s
Incubation
Programme
which
support a national strategy aimed
- Zama Buthelezi at boosting the level of fresh young
talent in the theatre industry and to
bring about more local content on
South African stages.
Applications for the 2018 Zwakala Festival are now
open. Correspondence for booking showcase
performances and further logistical enquiries
about the Festival can be emailed to the Festival
Coordinator, Sipho Mwale at
siphom@markettheatre.co.za.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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African Adaptation of The
Little Prince Huge Success!
Kwasha! celebrates its success after performing The Little Prince at the National
Arts Festival and the inaugural Pan Afriacn Creative Exchange
22

- Clara Vaughan
MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 27

A

n African inspired adaptation of
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic
fable, The Little Prince, performed
by the Market Theatre Foundation’s
brand-new theatre company, Kwasha! at the
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and the
inaugural Pan African Creative Exchange in
Bloemfontein a fortnight ago was received with
huge acclaim.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world
famous and timeless classic book
is celebrating its 75th anniversary
this year – and is still as vivid as
ever! The book is brought to life in
an exciting production created with
the additional support of Mazars
reinforces a fruitful collaboration
between the French Institute of
South Africa (IFAS) and the Market
Theatre Foundation.
Originally written in French, The Little
Prince is the world’s most translated
book, outside of religious works. It is
translated in 300 languages including
English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Xhosa.

unique South African inspired production of this
French masterpiece, for adults and children alike.

The Kwasha! theatre company is a collaborative
project between the Market Theatre Laboratory
and The Windybrow Arts Centre. The project aims
to support the careers of recent graduates and to
provide drama classes for youth at the Windybrow
Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s
most exciting emergent theatreThe Little Prince makers have been identified as the
performed
by inaugural members of the company,
now work together to create a
Kwasha! is a and
programme of exciting new theatre
magical re-telling pieces.

of the book using
an innovative and
playful fusion of art
forms - storytelling,
music and circus
- in multiple
languages, creating
a unique South
African inspired
production of this
Frenchmasterpiece,
for adults and
children
alike.

It tells the story of a little boy who
leaves the safety of his own tiny planet
to travel the universe, learning the
vagaries of adult behaviour through
a series of extraordinary encounters.
Known as a children’s tale, it is also
considered as a metaphor of a grown-up meeting
his inner child. It is a philosophical contemplation
of loneliness, friendship, adulthood and authority.

The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! is a
magical re-telling of the book using an innovative
and playful fusion of art forms - storytelling, music
and circus - in multiple languages, creating a

The Little Prince is one of the
first substantial projects of the
Market
Theatre
Foundation’s
theatre company, Kwasha! It is a
continuation of the partnership
which was consolidated in an MOU
in 2016 between the Market Theatre
Foundation and the French Institute
of South Africa (IFAS).
THE LITTLE PRINCE
National Tour
23 – 24 October		
Etienne Rousseau Theatre
Sasolburg

1 – 3 November
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
Durban
8 – 25 November			
Market Theatre
Johannesburg

23 July - 5 August 2018
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At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the
African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to
continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation.
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

24

MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 27

African Delights
Siphiwo Mahala

African Delights is a unique literary journey through some critical moments in South African history. The
journey begins in Sophiatown of the 1950s, one of the most definitive periods in South African urban
culture. This part of the book is in dialogue and also pays tribute to Can Themba, once described
by Lewis Nkosi as “the supreme intellectual tsotsi of them all.”The prose takes the reader to the
emergency years of the eighties, where we are exposed to the painful rhythms of a society in distress
through the eyes of a child. The transitional period of the nineties is reflected through the life of a
young man, who has to confront the complexities of the new South Africa while carrying baggage of
the old era. The realities of our society, after the first decade of our democracy, are interrogated in
the last two sections of the book.

Requiem for Sophia Town (Modern Classics)
Can Themba

“No artist will ever be content to substitute the noise of war for the music of his soul,” wrote the
South African Can Themba, the star turn of the Sophiatown Renaissance of the 1950s. His pieces
about what he defined as the shadow life of the new African led the way for a generation of writers in
Drum magazine, The Classic and other outlets. Here are twenty-five short stories and sketches from
the creative side of his career, including The Suit - his classic, most anthologised and adapted work with several previously uncollected pieces, some in print for the first time.
23 July - 5 August 2018
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Archiving the Market
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre, BUZZ invites our artists,
patrons and supporters to share their memories of the Market Theatre.
This week in Archiving the Market Theatre, the CEO of the Market Theatre
Foundation looks back at some of the productions that dealt with South Africa’s
horrid Pass Laws during apartheid.
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
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“T

he names Nomsa Nene and
Peter Se Puma seemed to
have been written out of recent
publications about South
African theatre history. Nomsa Nene, Peter Se
Puma and John Ledwaba created a production
that stood up to power. South Africa was in the
throes of the most repressive State of Emergency
in 1986, when Peter Se Puma’s protest play
Hamba Dompas directed by Nomsa Nene was
playing at the Market Theatre.
At the memorial service for John Ledwaba last
year Peter Se Puma spoke about how he was
arrested under the Pass Laws one evening in
Johannesburg while walking down the street after
a performance --- a clear case of the State trying
to shut down the play Hamba Dompas because it
was sharpening attention to the horrid pass laws.
One other play that dealt with the Pass Laws is
Gibson Kente’s Too Late. Interestingly, it is the only
one of Bra Gib’s plays ever to be published. The

play was banned by the Nationalist government
under Section 12 of Act 26 of 1963 of the
Publications Control Board.
Perhaps, there isn’t a better week to play Hugh
Masekela’s Mama Ndoro about getting caught in
Johannesburg without a passbook. Monday 23
July marks the 32nd anniversary when the Pass
Laws were amended by Ou Krokodil P W Botha
and his cabinet. Black people were still required to
have their pass books but they were not required
to have it on their person all the time.
Mama Ndoro was performed in Songs
of Migration featuring Hugh Masekela and
Sibongile Khumalo directed by James Ngcobo.
The production premiered at the Market Theatre
before the production went off to be staged at
the National Arts Festival.
- Ismail Mahomed

(Market Theatre Foundation CEO)

23 July - 5 August 2018
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible
pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader in
the art of pARTnership brokering. In this issue of BUZZ, we feature Alliance Française
in honour of the the long-standing and succesful partnership between the Market
Theatre Foundation and Alliance Française

T

he Alliance Française of Johannesburg
is a Franco-South African non-profit
and Public benefit organisation. Their
mission is to promote cultural events
with French, Francophone and South African
artists.
Last year the Alliance Française presented the
lively and colourful Fête de La Musique concert
in the Market Theatre precinct. This year, the
Alliance Française broadened the scope of its
pARTnership by supporting the production The
Little Prince a partnership between Windybrow
Arts Centre and Market Theatre Laboratory.
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Watch this space for further collaborations
between the Alliance Française and the Market
Theatre Foundation.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Award Winning Marose to
Have a Brief Jhb Run
Marose to be staged at the Olive Tree Theatre in Alexandra Township

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory’s
award winning production, Marose,
will have a brief run at the Olive Tree
Theatre in Alexandra Township on
27 - 29 July 2018.
Marose won the Best Production Award at the
Student Theatre Festival at this year’s National
Arts Festival in Makhanda (Grahamstown).
Marose, devised and performed by an ensemble
of talented students from the Market Theatre
Laboratory, explores the journey of becoming a
man in your own skin. This compelling play brings
into sharp focus the ever-present realities of being
a black man in the 21st century.
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- Clara Vaughan

What is a man? Can it feel? What shape does it
hold? These are only some of the challenging
questions that the play raises.
Directors:
Aalliyah Zama Matintela and Thabang Gabogope
Lighting designer & Stage manager:
Sibahle Mangena
Featuring:
Koketso Mokoena, Poloko Mmusiemang,
Chantel Thomas, Puseletso Lekgau, Sibusiso
Mbokazi, Simphiwe Qhaba, Siyambonga
Mdubeki, Thulisile Nduvane

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Market Theatre Tours
This week the Market Theatre’s Busi Letwaba multiple guests on walking tours
as part of the Newtown Now Festival debut.
- Busi Letwaba

B

usi Letwaba tailors each tours to take into
the special needs and experiences of her
visitors

On the 14th of July 2018 (Saturday) The Market
Theatre Foundation took part in the Newtown
now festival debut offering free walking tours,
exhibitions, performances, new public art
activations, markets, fun family events, to celebrate
the restoration of Newtown’s iconic Newtown
public artworks, the African Heads carved from
railway sleepers..
The 560 wooden heads can be seen throughout
the Newtown area. The artist’s intentions was
for the heads to reflect African diversity and to
symbolize how Newtown was home to thousands
of migrants from throughout Africa and the rest of
the the world.
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“It was beautiful to see a diversity of cultural
designs, artworks that really represent what
Newtown is all about”, says Busio Letwaba, the
Market Theatre’ tour guide.
The Market Theatre offered 4 complementary
tickets to lucky visitors who watched participated
in the tour. They can watch any show of their
choice at the Market Theatre. The visitors had
to answer questions based on the information
that was shared about the history of the Market
Theatre.
To book for an exclusive tour email
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00 - 12:30
Price: R20 per person.

Up Close and Personal with
Seipati Ncube
This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on Market Theatre Foundation
Project Administrator in the production department, Seipati Ncube
Q: What drives you to wake up in the
morning and come to work?
A: I’m always thinking about creating. My
future starts when I wake up every morning.
Every day I find something creative to do with
my life.
Q: What does your job entail?
A: Schedules, Planning, Time Lines,
liaising between the producing office and
the creative teams of a production as well
as between other internal and external
stakeholders • Compile itineraries based on
purpose, dates, and locations. • Manage
all travel arrangements and itineraries for all
company members for both the Community
Theatre Development programme and
Productions as well as staff from time to time
• Visa applications, booking accommodation,
flights arrangements and transportation (e.g.
Car rentals, Flights etc). Negotiate the type
and costs of services to be provided, in line
with a budget • Hosting visiting companies
and assisting with logistical arrangements
as may be required • Processing travel and
subsistence claims • Arrange events/Function,

workshops and identify venues, invite role
players, organize refreshments, and set up
schedule • Organize the venue and ensure
that it is appropriately set up, about seating
and decor
Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
A: I don’t know what my future will look
like. However, I don’t want to be stuck in
the same position and I don’t want to be in
my comfort zone. Irrespective of whichever
position I will be moving to, I want to take risks
professionally and want to challenge myself to
do better.
Q: Given a chance to change one thing in
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it
be?
A: To make space accessible to the youth
in the rural community
Q: What do you do when you’re not at
work?
A: I like reading, watching movies. I also
love current affairs. But most importantly I love
spending time with my son.
23 July - 5 August 2018
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Market Theatre Opens
Technical Hiring Service

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

D

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

iscover a wide range of costumes
with more than 5000 costumes, from
Shakespearean, period dresses,
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms,
SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture
props, staging equipment and workshop space
for set building.
“Most of the props and costumes stored in
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre
productions. The services are available to anyone
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”,
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market
Theatre Foundation’s production unit.
The sevice intends to provides a cost effective
and efficient costuming solution for schools
and other drama organisations. Costume hire
includes not only individual packaging, detailed
inventories, personal attention and laundry is
included in the package.
“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.
Our rates are competitive, offering educational
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires.
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks,
however we ask for confirmation one week prior
to collection”, says Hailey.
The prop and furniture store has a wide range
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues. The Market Theatre, has also, recently
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which
are also available for hire.
Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900),
suitable for indoor use.
“We are able to offer crew and transport at an
additional costs. We welcome you to book an
appointment and explore the Market Theatre
stores”, says Hailey.
The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped
workshop for set and prop making.
“We would like to offer our space to schools,
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners,
prop makers and set builders for set building and
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.
If crew are required to assist with the build, we
can include this as an additional service in the
quotation”, says Hailey
“We offer a friendly and efficient service to
a variety of customers including schools and
universities, theatre companies – both professional
and amateur, film, television and video companies,
marketing and publishing companies and event
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive,
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale
for longer hires”, she adds.
The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing,
bookings and enquiries can be made by calling
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on
011 832 1641 or by emailing her at
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

23 July - 5 August 2018
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950
SHOW

Jazzy July – Ndunduzo Makhathi
Florence

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

27 – 28
03 - 26

Fool For Love

17

09

Showtime

30

01

Soul Brothers

21 – 23

Abdullah Ibrahim

28 – 29
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JAZZY JULY
Jazzy July is celebration of the new creators of
the Jazz sound in South Africa. They have taken
the baton from artists like the late Bra Hugh
Masekela, all three atists have made a mark in
their own right. For the current generation of
South African young jazz musicians, pianist, and
composer, Nduduzo Makhathini stands as a key
torchbearer. The 2018 Standard Bank Young
Artist (Jazz) Thandi Ntuli is sure to get audiences
excited. Billy Monama is passionate jazz activist
and performer an excellent addition to the lineup.

Dates
Billy Monama 13 to 14 July 2018
Thandi Ntuli 20 to 21 July
Nduduzo Makhathini 27 to 28 July
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
John Kani

9 - 22 July 2018
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FLORENCE
Myer Taub’s brand new one-person play,
Florence, is about Johannesburg, about
Whiteness, about imagined histories, and about
fences that keep us in and keep us out. The
world-of-the-play moves across over 100 years
of Johannesburg’s history revealing a city that
captures a struggle for recognition, renewal,
unrequited love, hope, and prosperity.
Florence, directed by Greg Homann, playfully
experiments with time, place, language, and
form in order to explore our contemporary
moment. Leila Henriques returns to the Market
Theatre to play the disgruntled Florence. This
dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henqriques
have been brought together by the Artistic
Director of The Market Theatre, James Ngcobo
who has teamed them up with Johannesburg
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based-sculptor, Richard Forbes, who will design
the production, and acclaimed lighting designer,
Nomvulo Molepo. Together they will stage the
world-premiere of this exciting and provocative
new South African play.
Dates
Friday 03 August –
Sunday 26 August 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon

FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright
and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted
to buy and where he has always imagined living
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says
that she has absolutely no interest in living with
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a
job and started a new life and knows that if she
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat

the same destructive cycle it has followed before.
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman.
Dates
Friday 17 August –
Sunday 9 September 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Mannie Manim

23 July - 5 August 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Other Worlds Exhibition Opening Saturday July 14 2018
- Photographer: Ngoma Kamphahlele
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Last Week in Pictures
Letters from Mandela

L

etters from Mandela is anchored on
the intimate letters that were written
by former president, Nelson Mandela,
during his years on Robben Island.
The letters provide a sense that to escape his
incarceration, Mandela had to write these letters
as a way of coping with his environment and to
touch base with family as a husband, as a father.

- Photographer: Ngoma Kamphahlele

The Market Theatre was the only performing
arts institution of the Department of Arts and
Culture that was selected for the official Nelson
Mandela 100 celebrations. James Ngcobo
artistic director for the Market Theatre put on
a stellar production that received a rousing
standing ovation.
23 July - 5 August 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Jazzy July - Billy Monama, Friday 13 July
- Photographer: Ngoma Kamphahlele
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Last Week in Pictures
Jazzy July - Thandi Ntuli, Friday 21 July
- Photographer: Ngoma Kamphahlele
23 July - 5 August 2018
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