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Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market Buzz we focus on Albertina Sisulu and her legacy, while also
looking at what has been happening at and around the Market Theatre.
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

2

018 marks the centenary of the birth
of South Africa’s two most iconic
liberation heroes, Albertina Sisulu and
Nelson Mandela. The Market Theatre
Foundation has been at the forefront of engaging
the arts to celebrate their lives, values and
contributions to the evolution of South Africa’s
constitutional democracy.
Earlier this year, the Market Theatre’s artistic
director, James Ngcobo, directed the 100 faces
of Mandela for the South African Tourism Indaba
in Durban. The unique success of this production
received full praise from the Minister of Trade and
industry, Rob Davies, for being an outstanding
showcase of the leadership of the founding father
of South Africa’s constitutional democracy.

Last week, the Market Theatre Foundation
celebrated the contributions of mama Sisulu (see
page 06 for full story). You can also follow the
conversation on social media platforms via the
hashtag #MaSisulu100
Adding to the Market Theatre Foundation’s
celebrations of legends, the Minister of Arts &
Culture, Mr Nathi Mthetwa, chose the opening
performance of Congo, The Trial of King Leopold
II, to present an USIBA Award to the Market
Theatre Foundation’s Special Ambassador, Dr
John Kani.
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ALBERTINA SISULU
– A WOMAN OF FORTITUDE
Centenary
More information about the programming around Albertina Sisulu at the
Market Theatre Foundation
- Department of Communication and Information
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O

ctober month marks the centenary
month of Mama Albertina Sisulu.
South Africa took proudly to
celebrate her legacy under the
theme “100 years of Albertina Sisulu, A woman
of fortitude”.
Ma-Sisulu was a legendary activist for human
rights. She was a compassionate care-giver with a
love for nursing and her career as a midwife.
On Monday 22 October 2018, in partnership
with the Albertina Sisulu family the Market Theatre
Foundation launched a biography, Albertina

Sisulu, abridged by Sindiwe Magona and Elinor
Sisulu. The event was hosted a day after the
centenary anniversary of Ma-Sisulu’s birth.
The screening of the 2004 documentary, A
South African Love Story - Walter and Albertina
Sisulu followed by a lively panel discussion
proved that her legacy remains relevant and well
respected. The discussion was led by an all-women
panel comprising of authors Elinor Sisulu, Sindiwe
Magona, Joyce Sikhakane Rankin, photography
archivist Ayanda Sisulu and academic researcher,
Sithembile Mbete.
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Albertina Sisulu
A Legend Remembered
Looking at the legacy of Albertina Sisulu
- Dreamcatcher Communication
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A

lbertina Nontsikelelo Thethiwe was
born on 21 October 1918 in the
Tsomo district of the Transkei at
the height of the Spanish influenza.
She survived against all odds. Her strength was
recognised by her father, who on his deathbed,
gave her the responsibility of looking after her
younger siblings and her ailing mother, which she
did, with the support of her maternal grandparents
of the Mnyila family.
Despite the difficulties of her childhood, she
managed to win a scholarship to Mariazell College
where she completed her high school education
and went on to train as a nurse in Johannesburg
in 1940. She married Walter Sisulu in 1944 and
emerged as a powerful political figure in her
own right in the 1950s, playing a significant role
in major campaigns such as the 1956 Women’s
March.
In 1964, she was left in sole care of her
children when her husband was sentenced
to life imprisonment on Robben Island.
Despite banning’s, intense police persecution,
imprisonment as well as the torture, detention

and exile of her children, she continued to work
as a nurse while remaining active in the ANC
underground.
In 1983, while in prison, she was elected copresident of the United Democratic Front, a
powerful umbrella body of anti-apartheid and
civic organizations aligned to the ANC. MaSisulu’s many years of struggle were rewarded by
the release of her husband Walter from prison in
October 1989, the unbanning of the ANC and the
return of her children from exile. She was elected
to the first democratic parliament of South Africa
in 1994. She retired in 1999 and devoted herself
to community work and the care of her husband
Walter until his death on 5 May 2003.
On 5 June 2011, Albertina Sisulu passed away
peacefully at her home in Linden, Johannesburg.
In this year of her centenary, the nation
remembers the woman who rose from humble
beginnings to become an internationally
acclaimed freedom fighter and one of most
influential South Africans of the 20th century.
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What Market Theatre
patrons say about Ma-Sisulu
At the launch of the book, Albertina Sisulu, at the Market Theatre this month, BUZZ
asked some of the guests for their thoughts about Ma-Sisulu.
- Collated by Thato Kobile
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“I

was totally moved by the screening
of the film that told the stories of the
adversities faced by the Sisulu family,
we take it for granted that there are
leaders who drove the freedom we enjoy as
young people in South African and we also have
forgotten that the families of these leaders were
also suffering during this time of turmoil and upset
in the country. I believe the screening should form
part of a history lessons lest we forget where we
come from”
– Lerato Masokoane
“Driven by the inner strength and the resilience
of a lifetime of hardship and persecution there’s
absolutely no doubt that Albertina Sisulu was an
extraordinary women, we are delighted to honour
her and pay tribute to her legacy that will continue
to inspire in being a catalyst to inspire the kind of
moral of leadership that will ensure that all South
Africans will have a better life”
- Ismail Mahomed
“I enjoyed the film and the book review very
much. How the illustrator had to use the younger
members of the Sisulu family that resembled
mama Albertina to recreate what she looked like
as a young person is creative. I would have liked

to ask if this young person’s personality resembles
that of mama Albertina for this would mean we
have another generation of a Sisulu activist,
humanitarian and leader this giving us hope for
the future of this country”
Marie Erwet
“I knew Albertina Sisulu before meeting Elinor
Sisulu who is the daughter in law of the Sisulu’s.
In this book the abridged memoirs of Albertina
Sisulu, I managed to do what could not be done
in a lifetime, I divorced them. This book is solely
focussing on the life of Albertina Sisulu of course
there are some parts that are still mixed up with
Walter Sisulu’s life. The book highlights the activist
and feminist that was Albertina Sisulu. She knows
what tradition does to women, for it was her uncle
who took everything after her fathers died and left
her with nothing to look after her younger siblings.
This book has been a joy for me and I learned a
lot about resilience and how as parents we need
to be so careful a love within a family. This woman
was who she was mainly because of the love that
surrounded her, what made their love survive was
because of the security that Walter had in Abertina
even in Robben Island he knew that she was at
home looking after their family.”
- Sindiwe Magona

29 October - 11 November 2018

11

Doyenne of International
Collaboration Passes On

The Market Theatre Foundation joins the global theatre community in mourning
the death of the doyenne of international theatre, Elyse Dodgson. She passed
away last week.
- Ismail Mahomed
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E

lyse Dodgson, the Royal Court’s
international director for the past
22 years, has been hailed as “the
queen of international theatre” and
the “champion of writers everywhere” after
coordinating long-term grassroots projects to
develop plays throughout the world.
Under the leadership of Elyse Dodgeson The
Royal Court Theatre partnered with the Market
Theatre’s artistic director, James Ngcobo, to
present Mongiwekhaya’s critically acclaimed new
play I See You in London before the play’s transfer
to the Fugard Studio Theatre in Cape Town.
The Royal Court has a longstanding connection
to new writing in South Africa. In 1973, Sizwe Banzi
is Dead by Athol Fugard, John Kani and Winston
Ntshona was produced in the Jerwood Theatre
Upstairs and was followed by a season of three
plays in the Jerwood Theatre Downstairs. In July
2014, the Market Theatre’s artistic director, James
Ngcobo, partnered with Dodgeson to give a
voice to new South African writing.
“I am saddened by her passing. She was an
incredible force in international theatre” said
James Ngcobo upon hearing of her death. “We
at the Market Theatre Foundation are proud of

the legacy that she has invested in international
theatre and in particular the voices of young
theatre-makers”.
Through
Dodgeson
and
Ngcobo’s
collaboration, a new project of staged readings
was developed over a two-year period which
gave six South African writers an opportunity to
present their work in London.
Over the last two decades since Dodgeson had
been at the helm of the International Department,
the Royal Court’ department has led the way in the
development and production of new international
plays, facilitating work at grass-roots level and
developing exchanges which brought young
writers and directors to work with emerging artists
around the world through a programme of longterm workshops and residencies.
“Elyse Dodgeson’s contributions to the global
theatre community will be her lasting legacy. Her
particular interest in South African theatre and her
relationship with the Market Theatre Foundation
makes her passing even so much more sadder at
a personal level”, said Ismail Mahomed, CEO of
the Market Theatre Foundation.
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Usiba Award for John Kani

John Kani receives another award for his contributions to South African theatre
- Ismail Mahomed

T

he Market Theatre Foundation’s
Special Ambassador, John Kani,
added one more accolade to his string
of honours. At the opening night of

14
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Congo, The Trial of King Leopold II, the Minister
of Arts & Culture, Mr Nathi Mthetwa presented
him with an Usiba Award to recognise his lifetime
of contributions to South African theatre.

29 October - 11 November 2018
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Archiving the Market
Theatre

In the fortnightly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists,
patrons and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This
week award winning director and director of CONGO The Trial of King
Leopold II, Lesedi Job goes down memory lane
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
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“M

y first memory of the Market
Theatre is from many years
ago when I was a little girl
watching Marabi. Little did I
know that years later I myself would work as both
an actress and director at the Market Theatre.
10 years ago I debuted as an actress in The Lion
and the Jewel at the Market Theatre. I remember
after our first preview I tripped and when the lights
went up for curtain call I was lying face down on
the stage. Thank goodness I have been able to
redeem myself and have been blessed to perform
in a variety of shows at the Market Theatre.

2017 saw another debut for me at the Market
Theatre when I directed When Swallows Cry,
since then I have directed three other shows for
the Market Theatre. And currently running at
the Market Theatre is Congo; The Trial of King
Leopold ll starring Dr John Kani and Robert
Whitehead directed by........ Me!”
- Lesedi Job

29 October - 11 November 2018
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Innovating change and new
direction in the 26th annual
Zwakala Festival

The Market Theatre’s Incubation Programme is
funded by the Department of Arts & Culture
More information on the annual Zwakala Festival
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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O

ver the past 26 years the Market
Theatre’s Zwakala Festival has
produced numerous plays which
have gone on to perform in other
festivals and other theatres. The Festival has also
unearthed countless talented writers, directors
and actors whose skills have been enhanced by
their participation in the Festival’s development
workshops. The Zwakala Festival is known for
pioneering a template for several other community
festivals across the country.
This year, the Festival has introduced an exciting
innovation with the appointment of a Resident
Festival Director, Themba Mkhoma, who was
recruited to develop and strengthen the scripts,
intensify the fieldwork programme and offer
intensive guidance in directing and staging of the
shortlisted productions.
“Community theatre festivals are a creative
barometer of the social, political and economic
tensions in South Africa. The productions reflect
and mirror what is happening in the South African
communities. It brings to the surface what young
people are grappling with in their communities
and in their daily lives”, said James Ngcobo, the
Market Theatre Artistic Director
This year the Market Theatre will present a
trimmed festival with four community-based
theatre companies showcasing new works
that have been shortlisted from the Kolapeng
Showcases where 8 productions were seen by
three judges. The top four productions were
Time

Show

selected for further intensified workshops with
carefully selected mentors assigned to each of the
groups.
The groups have made brave decisions to
include 80% indigenous languages in their
productions this year. The productions have
been written in poetic isiZulu, isiXhosa and in
local dialects. The playwrights and directors
have brought their heritage to light in penning
down works which puts the spotlight on their rich
heritage and how young people are engaging
with their roots.
“The Zwakala Festival is a catalyst for the
development of community theatre and it an
opportunity at the Market Theatre to celebrate
both the talent and raw skills that is so rich in
township theatre in Gauteng. The Festival is the
ultimate and unique way for the communitybased organisations and artists to find their way
on to the stages of the Market Theatre”, says
Zama Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s
Brand & Communications Manager.
The Zwakala Festival is sponsored by the
Department of Arts and Culture’s Incubation
Fund aimed to assist emerging practitioners
in the creative arts to hone their skills through
mentorship and propel them from amateur to
professional status.
The Zwakala Festival takes place in the Barney
Simon Theatre on 10 & 11 November 2018 .
Admission to the performances is free.
Director/Author

Mentors

Saturday 10 November
10h00

The Pilgrimage

Sir Nash Makgobane

Mxolisi Masilela

12h00

IBALA

Busisiwe Mazibuko

Diamond Mokoape

14h00

What was is no more

Mahlubandile Nontlanga

Muzi Mtshali

16h00

Eqhudeni

Nomfundo Magwaza and
Ntando Ngcungama

Velaphi Mthimkhulu

Sunday 11 November
10h00

Eqhudeni

Nomfundo Magwaza and
Ntando Ngcungama

Velaphi Mthimkhulu

12h00

The Pilgrimage

Sir Nash Makgobane

Mxolisi Masilela

14h00

IBALA

Busisiwe Mazibuko

Diamond Mokoape

16h00

What was is no more

Mahlubandile Nontlanga

Muzi Mtshali
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The Little Prince: Delightful
whimsy runs through
Johannesburg
A quick look at the sucessful run of Kwasha’s The Little Prince

- Steve Kretzmann

This is abridged version of an article written by
Steve Kretzmann. The full article can be found at
http://thecritter.co.za/the-little-prince-3/.

I

t is rare for a play to have two directors.
There are important choices to be made
when staging a show, and they are usually
made under the dual pressure of time
and money. Having two people in the position
of making the call is a recipe for disaster. Except,
when it’s not. When a partnership is able to
produce work greater than what an individual
could accomplish. Of course, theatre is always a
collaboration between director, cast, and lighting,
sound, stage, and costume designers. It is not a
dictatorship, or shouldn’t be, but someone has
to be responsible for making the final choice on
what goes where.
The stage adaptation of the globally loved The
Little Prince produced by the fledgling Kwasha!
theatre company, has two directors. Fortunately
for the millions of fans of the winsome book,
the collaboration between Clara Vaughn and
Mwenya Kabwe is not a disaster. Far from it. The
Little Prince was a hit at its National Arts Festival
premiere, where audiences and the critics in the
stands loved it.
We’re not the only ones who think so. Kwasha!’s
The Little Prince was chosen by international
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producers attending the Pan African Creative
Exchange at the Vrystaat Arts Festival for an
American tour which is coming up – details to be
announced – and there is also talk of interest from
Singapore.
Mwenya says the foreign interest is partly due
to the fame of de Saint-Exupéry’s book, which
according to Wikipedia, sells close to two million
copies a year and has been translated into 300
languages. It is also partly due to the use of a
“South African physical theatre form which is
interesting to internationals”.
“I think they were interested in ... the fact that
it’s such a well-known story. Its fame precedes it;
there’s a number of translations of the book and
they were interested in that it was a South African
adaptation of the French text,” says Mwenya.
Mwenya says they brought Daniel Buckland,
who performed for a year or two with Cirque du
Soleil, to do some circus training with the cast.
The Little Prince is made possible with
sponsorship from Mazars and the French Institute
of South Africa. The Little Prince will be staged at
the Ramola Makhene Theatre on 6 - 25 November.
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South African Image-Makers
at Lagos Photo Festival
The Market Photo Workshop will be at this year’s Lagos Photo Festival with work
being exhibited by emerging image-makers Dahlia Maubane, Sydelle Willow
Smith and Tshepiso Mazibuko.
- Khona Dlamini
- Images: Dahlia Maubane, Woza Sisi and Sydelle Willow Smith, Soft Walls
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T

he first event of its kind in Nigeria,
Lagos Photo Festival is back for its 9th
edition this autumn. Themed Time Has
Gone, the main festival includes work
by 22 artists from around the world who engage
with the idea of time in various ways, from issues
of archiving to nostalgia to an Afro-based future.
Artists featured in the main programme include:
Olu Olatunde, who’s from Nigeria; Mary Evans
(Nigeria/UK); Alfredo Jaar (Chile); and Emmanuelle
Andrianjafy (Madagascar); LagosPhoto has been
curated by Eva Barois De Caevel, Wunika Mukan,
Charlotte Langhorst, and Valentine Umansky.
The main festival is based in the Federal
Government Press Building on Lagos Island,
Lagos, and in outdoor exhibitions in spaces such
as Falomo Roundabout, Ikoyi, while the satellite
exhibitions and events will take place in institutions
such as the African Artists’ Foundation, Omenka
Gallery, and Gallery 16/16.
The South African image-makers will present
their exhibition, Medium Time, to engage
time as an intersection of space and meaning.
Units of time are shown to contain multiplicities
through the representation of city scenography’s,
the interrelation of people and space, and
the intersection of individual positions within
unfolding contemporary histories, all which form
a “third space” of interacting temporalities and
time-based desires.
Woza Sisi, 2017-2018
Dahlia Maubane
Woza Sisi is a project that explores how women
hairstylists working in the Johannesburg CBD
and in Maputo negotiate, navigate and shape
complex demarcated trading zones. It looks at
the ways in which women position themselves;

how they use and negotiate urban spaces.
The 2018 chapter of Dahlia Maubane’s Woza
Sisi attempts to capture the rhythms of operating
in a postcolonial city, where private time and public
time intersect. Eschewing photographic impulses
to capture the “whole moment” and provide
a linear narrative, Maubane’s Woza Sisi project
attempts to show the movement and transition of
moments into multiple meanings at once.
Soft Walls, 2014
Sydelle Willow Smith
Sydelle Willow Smith’s Soft Walls looks at what
it means to cross thresholds and looks at both
the physical and conceptual spaces in which the
outsider/insider dichotomy meet. Smith’s project
engages with stories of people living together
across national lines, and imagines a blurred zone
of national walls rendered soft and permeable
through intimate interactions and shared spaces.
Ho tshepa ntshepedi ya bontshepe (to expect
something that will never happen), 2017-2018
Tshepiso Mazibuko
Tshepiso
Mazibuko’s
project
unpacks
positionality through the post-1994 construction
of the “bornfree” in South Africa. Mazibuko
critiques units of political time, like the designation
of “post-“, as an illusion that places black
youth born after 1994 in a position of temporal
“freedom”, that due to the structural remnants
of apartheid has not been fully realized. This is
further complicated by cross-generational desires
and hopes that meet through political and familial
constructions of what the “bornfree” should offer
society and family.
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Makola Flies to Catchlight
Head of the Market Photo Workshop to sit on the International Advisory Board
of Catchlight
- Lekgetho Makola

T

he Head of the Market Photo
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola, will travel
to San Fransisco during November to
sit on the International Advisory Board
of Catchlight. Makola was appointed to serve on
the board of Catchlight in 2017.
Catch Light identifies innovative visual
storytellers worldwide, bringing resources and
community together to direct their work towards
critical social issues, driving Engagement,
Awareness and Impact.
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The 2018 Catch Light Leadership summit
session will be focue on exploring the impact of
the digitalization of all media on the traditional
practices and craft of social documentary
photography. These conversations will also allow
an opportunity to think of how social media might
be limiting the abilities of civil society to think
deeply and engage critically with content and
information.
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WAR, WOMEN & STRUGGLE
The Embassy of Sweden in collaboration with PARSE – Platform for Artistic
Research Sweden will host a public conversation about storytelling of war and
struggle at the Market Photo Workshop Auditorium, Newtown, Tuesday 30
October at 18h30.
- Embassy of Sweden

I

n this public conversation, the participants
together with the audience will explore
definitions of war, struggle and heroism,
as well as the impact of the exclusion of
women’s contribution, experiences and voices.
The discuss will explore the narratives of women
who have shared their experiences of armed
conflict and struggle in different parts of the world.
An important backdrop to the conversation is
the MeToo campaign – an ongoing explosion
of new stories by new voices. In its wake, the
past, present and the future is being rewritten.
Individual careers have ended and powerful
institutions crumbled.
It is only natural then, that we should hear
complaints about lawlessness and calls for due
process, even from those who know that laws

26
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and processes in most countries have not been
designed to keep patriarchy in check and victims
of patriachal abuse safe and visible. Neither in
times of war, nor in times that dominant groups
have declared free of war.
Participants in the seminar include Bevererly
Ditsie (Director and Producer for Film and
TV/Activist), Kristina Hagström-Ståhl (PARSEprofessor/Director, University of Gothenburg),
Mmabatho Montsho (Actress/Filmmaker/Visual
artist), Gail Smith (Writer/Journalist/Spokesperson)
and Redi Tlhabi (Author/Broadcaster/Talkshow
host). The forum will be moderated by Katarina
Hedrén (Film curator/Writer) and will also feature
Phemelo Motene (Actress/Radio host) and Hedda
Krausz (Consellor for Cultural Affairs/Playwright/
Director)

29 October - 11 November 2018
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Star-Studded Trio Carve A
Consciousness About Congo
Tragedy
An African holocaust re-imagined by John Kani, Robert Whitehead and
Lesedi Job
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
- Image: ??
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I

f King Leopold II were alive today, there
is no doubt he would be on trial at The
Hague for genocide and crimes against
humanity for his exploits in the Congo
at the cusp of the 19th and 20th centuries. In
2005, Belgium’s Africa Museum, founded by
King Leopold II, and which for a century had
neglected to tell the story of his rule, hosted an
academic conference, in order to ascertain the
“historic truth” behind Adam Hochschild’s book,
King Leopold’s Ghost, a haunting account of a
megalomaniac of monstrous proportions, a man
as cunning, charming, and cruel as any of the
great Shakespearean villains.
Now, at the Market Theatre, South Africa’s
celebrated veteran actors, John Kani and Robert
Whitehead star in a gut-wrenching (taut) political
thriller directed by award winning director, Lesedi
Job, in CONGO - The Trial of King Leopold II, a
work adapted from Mark Twain’s King Léopold’s
Soliloquy about his defence for his Congo
rule. The script has been developed by Kani,
Whitehead and Job with the financial support
from the Thabo Mbeki Foundation.
CONGO - The Trial of King Leopold II is an
imagined encounter between Advocate Xola
Mlambo, played by John Kani, and King Léopold,
played by Robert Whitehead, about the 23 year
rule by King Leopold II of the Congo Free State
during which more than 10 million Africans were
massacred without him even setting foot in the
Congo.

in the decades as his colonial agents implemented
a brutal regime of forced labor and a process in
which Belgian agents would enter a village and
hold the women and children hostage until the
men would head into the forest, find rubber trees,
tap them, and return with superhuman quotas of
sap. Many were worked to death, or else killed.
If agents killed those held to ransom, they might
chop off their hands, to prove that the bullets used
hadn’t been wasted on game.
Kani and Whitehead star in a deeply moving
portrait that brings to life this largely untold story
about an African holocaust with wit and skill to
expose these crimes against humanity which
is articulated in Adam Rothchild’s book, King
Leopold’s Ghost
Directed by one of South Africa’s award
winning and rising stars, Lesedi Job, the delicate
production is given volume and credibility by an
added local angle in the story with John Kani
and Robert Whitehead immersing themselves
in an emotional and heart-wrenching (explosive)
performance that brings together these two
theatre titans to co- star in a production at the
Market Theatre for the first time since the 80’s.
CONGO - The Trial of King Leopold II is powerful
re-imagination of the colonial terror reigned over
an African nation. This is the thinking person’s kind
of theatre production. It could not be left in the
hands of a finer trio of multi-award-winning stars
John Kani, Robert Whitehead and Lesedi Job.

Under his rule, the Congo Free State, suffered a
decline in population from 20 million to 10 million

29 October - 11 November 2018
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Dark Cell: the Mind is the
Worst Prison A Man Can
Ever Be
Standard Bank Young Artist Award recipients stage a reimagination of Mbuli’s
Dark Cell
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

D

ark Cell features two Standard
Bank Young Artist Award recipients
for Dance, Themba Mbuli, Fana
Tshabalala and Thulani Chauke, who
join forces to reimagine Mbuli’s Dark Cell which
has already toured 10 countries and 15 cities.
Dark Cell draws its inspiration and metaphors
from imagery of political prisoners on Robben
Island. This theatrical dance work uses the
concept of a prison cell as a metaphor for
mental imprisonment. While celebrating and
commemorating South African History, the
piece is also embedded in the past as a mirror
of contemporary society and reflection of
postcolonial interiorities.
Themba Mbuli’s 2012 solo creation Dark Cell,
was a response to Dark City, which draws its
inspiration from images of political prisoners on
Robben Island to explore issues around mental
imprisonment – what Mbuli calls “the worst
prison that any man can ever be in”. The work
has since been performed at several festivals in
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South Africa, including the National Arts Festival
in Grahamstown in 2014, and has toured Sweden,
Zimbabwe, Argentina, Uganda, Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Namibia the Netherlands and the
UK.
Mbuli is an associate project manager and a
co-founder – together with Fana Tshabalala and
Thulani Chauke – of Broken Borders Arts Project.
He is also a co-founder and the choreographer
and managing director of the Unmute Dance
Company, which was formed in 2014 to help
pioneer integrated dance in South Africa, using
the arts to inspire the inclusion of people with
disabilities in society.
Themba Mbuli, Thulani Chauke and Fana
Tshabalala will continue the courageous, brave
and creative experimentation of choreography as
they bring their newly re-imagined Dark Cell to the
Market Theatre audiences. The re-imagined work
premieres at the John Kani for a limited season,
25 October – 04 November 2018.

29 October - 11 November 2018
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The Art of pARTnership
Fortnightly in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible
pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader
in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week we focus on our partnership with the
French institute of South Africa
32
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T

he French Institute of South Africa
(IFAS) aims to promote cultural and
intellectual links between South Africa
and France. In September 2016 and
since then the French Institute have brought
productions to all venues of the Market Theatre
Foundation : a special Fête de la Musique
event at the Windybrow Theatre on Youth Day
as well as in Newtown Precinct, the beautiful
Alchemy of Words with brought animation, live

music, theatre and puppetry to enchant Market
Theatre Laboratory students end audiences with
the poems of Rimbaud . IFAS followed these
successful productions with Tordre and Ozma.
IFAS in partnership with Mazars is the sponsor
of the national tour of the Kwasha! Theatre
Company’s production of The Little Prince.

29 October - 11 November 2018
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At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room …
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the
African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to
continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation.
Seminal texts on black consciousness are available at the Exclusive Books Pan
African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre.
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
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Albertina Sisulu

abridged by Sindiwe Magona
and Elinor Sisulu

Albertina Sisulu is revered
by South Africans as the true
mother of the nation. A survivor
of the golden age of the African
National Congress, whose life
with the second most important
figure in the ANC exemplified
the underpinning role of women
in the struggle against apartheid.
In 1944 she was the sole woman
at the inaugural meeting of the
radical offshoot of the ANC, the
Youth League, with Walter Sisulu,
Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo
and Anton Lembede in the
vanguard. Her final years were
spent in an unpretentious house
in the former white Johannesburg
suburb of Linden.

In Our lifetime Walter And
Albertina Sisulu
Elinor Sisulu

For more than five decades
Walter and Albertina Sisulu were
at the forefront of the struggle
against apartheid. As secretarygeneral of the ANC, Walter was
sentenced to life imprisonment
with Nelson Mandela in 1964
and spent 26 years in prison until
his release in 1989. While her
husband and his colleagues were
in jail, Albertina played a crucial
role in keeping the ANC alive
underground, and in the 1980s
was co-President of the United
Democratic Front. Their story has
been one of persecution, bitter
struggle and painful separation.
But it is also one of patience,
hope and enduring love.

Black Stars - African Heroes
Jim Haskins

Meet the Greatest heroes of Africa-from ancient to modern times
The books in the Black Stars series
are the types of books that would
have really captivated me as a kid.
--Earl G. Graves, Black Enterprise
magazine Kofi Annan Askia the
Great Bambaata Behanzin Hossu
Bowelle Stephen Biko Cetewayo
Constance
Cummings-John
Imhotep Kenneth Kaunda Jomo
Kenyatta Khama Sir Seretse
Khama Patrice Lumumba Albert
John Luthuli Nelson Mandela
Menelik II Moshesh Mansa Musa
Kwame Nkrumah Julius Nyerere
Nzingha Piankhy Rabah Haile
Selassie Albertina Sisulu Osei Tutu
Youssef I

A friend said of her, “she treated
everybody alike. But her main
concern was the welfare of our
women and children.” This
abridged account of Sisulu’s
overflowing life provides a fresh
understanding of an iconic figure
of South African history.
This new abridged memoir is
written by Sindiwe Magona, one
of South Africa’s most prolific
authors, and Elinor Sisulu, writer,
activist and daughter-in-law of
Albertina.
29 October - 11 November 2018

35

Market Theatre Tours
An unplanned trip to The Market Theatre
- Busi Letwaba
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T

he Leondale primary school rocked
up at the Market hoping to just have
a quick look around as they were
on their way to Braamfontein for an
excursion. Little did they know that the Theatre
offers fun, informative and an exclusive tour of The
Market Theatre Foundation, The Market Theatre
Laboratory and The Market Photo Workshop.
Enthusiastic tour guide, Busi Letwaba, was
more than happy to take them on a thorough
guided tour of the theatre. On the same day, she
had a second tour with students from Falisizwe
primary who came all the way from the Free State
province.

Busi ended the tours by teaching the students
some dance moves and a gospel song before
they headed to Museum Africa for the next leg of
their tour.

To book for an exclusive tour
Email:
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 		
011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time:
11:00- 12:30
Price:
R20 per person.

29 October - 11 November 2018
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950
SHOW

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Congo King Leopald II

12

11

Dark Cell

25

4

The Little Prince

6 – 25

Zwakala Festival

5 - 10

Shoes and Coups
Noted
38
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16
16 – 18

DECEMBER

21

CONGO:
THE TRIAL OF KING LEOPOLD II
While studying for his law degree in University
renowned South African Advocate Xola Mlambo
Sc wrote a thesis that proposed putting various
individuals who were behind colonialism on trial
for their crimes against humanity with his specific
subject being King Léopold ii of Belgium. Due to
the controversial nature of his thesis, that would
have not only resulted in his expulsion but his
arrest, Mlambo never submitted the thesis. While
musing over said thesis years later on the day of
his retirement Congo: The trial of King Léopold II
is an imagined encounter between Advocate Xola
Mlambo played by Dr John Kani and King Léopold
played by Robert Whitehead. It is adapted from
Mark Twain’s King Léopold’s Soliloquy and his
defense for his Congo Rule a satirical response
by King Léopold II to various factual accounts
by missionaries and traders that witnessed
what was going on in Congo Free State during

Léopold’s reign. Before present day Democratic
Republic of Congo, Zaire and even the Belgian
Congo from the period 1885-1908 King Léopold
ii of Belgium was the founder and owner of the
Congo Free State extracting a fortune from the
Congo collecting ivory and rubber through one
of the cruelest forms of slavery almost wiping out
a nation of Congolese inhabitants.
Dates
Friday 14 September
Sunday 01 October 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon
29 October - 11 November 2018
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DARK CELL
Dark Cell features two Standard Bank Young
Artist Award recipients for Dance, Themba Mbuli,
Fana Tshabalala and Thulani Chauke, who join
forces to reimagine Mbuli’s Dark Cell which has
already toured 10 countries and 15 cities.
Dark Cell draws its inspiration and metaphors
from imagery of political prisoners on Robben
Island. This theatrical dance work uses the
concept of a prison cell as a metaphor for
mental imprisonment. While celebrating and
commemorating South African History, the
piece is also embedded in the past as a mirror
of contemporary society and reflection of
postcolonial interiorities.
Themba Mbuli’s 2012 solo creation Dark Cell,
was a response to Dark City, which draws its
inspiration from images of political prisoners on
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Robben Island to explore issues around mental
imprisonment – what Mbuli calls “the worst
prison that any man can ever be in”. The work
has since been performed at several festivals in
South Africa, including the National Arts Festival
in Grahamstown in 2014, and has toured Sweden,
Zimbabwe, Argentina, Uganda, Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Namibia the Netherlands and the
UK..
Dates
Thursday 25 October
Sunday 04 November 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:00
Sunday - 15:00
Venue
John Kani

THE LITTLE PRINCE
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world famous
and timeless classic book is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year – and is still as vivid as
ever! The book is brought to life in an exciting
production created with the additional support of
Mazars reinforces a fruitful collaboration between
the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and the
Market Theatre Foundation.
Originally written in French, The Little Prince
is the world’s most translated book, outside of
religious works. It is translated in 300 languages
including English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Xhosa. It
tells the story of a little boy who leaves the safety
of his own tiny planet to travel the universe,
learning the vagaries of adult behaviour through
a series of extraordinary encounters. Known
as a children’s tale, it is also considered as a

metaphor of a grown-up meeting his inner child.
It is a philosophical contemplation of loneliness,
friendship, adulthood and authority.
The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! will be a
magical re-telling of the book using an innovative
and playful fusion of art forms – storytelling, music
and circus – in multiple languages, creating a
unique South African inspired production of this
French masterpiece, for adults and children alike.
Dates
Tuesday 06 November Sunday 25 November 2018
Time
Friday - 19:15
Saturday and Sunday - 15:00
Venue
Mannie Manim
29 October - 11 November 2018
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SHOES AND COUPS
Shoes & Coups a paradox of the absurd an
original play by Palesa Mazamisa
The Ultimate State of Lascivia has lost its leader,
the Supreme General – Uncle Su, who died
tragically choking on a chicken bone when his
limousine crashed into a tree.
The Great Successor, his daughter is set to
take over the reign of the prosperous nation.
Regrettably, the Great Successor has no desire
to do so as she dreams of becoming the world’s
most respected fashion designer. However, as an
only child, she has no choice but to take on her
duty and lead the country.
Lascivia’s loyal servant and assistant Nimrod
saves the day when he arranges for Tracinda
Purchase, the ambitious Deputy CEO of The
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Corporation, to manage the nation while Lascivia
focuses on her life’s passion. Ambitious, tenacious
and ruthless, Tracinda is a career-climber of note.
Shoes & Coups: is a punchy satirical play on the
state of contemporary global politics, the rise of
civil activism and a controversial pair of shoes.
Dates
Thursday 16 November
Sunday 02 December 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Barney Simon

Last Week in Pictures
Lindelani Buthelezi Gallery Naming

On Friday 12 October 2018, the Market Theatre Foundation named one of its
galleries after the late actor Lindelani Buthelezi.
“Lindelani was one of the young actors who died at the height of his career.
Naming the gallery after him recognises his work as an artist and his contribution
to the industry. He left a huge footprint and an incredible body of work as an
artist. He oozed nothing but excellence. Audiences always marvelled at his
artistry and the way that he was able to have such an empathy for characters
that he portrayed as an actor” says James Ngcobo, the Market Theatre’s artistic
director.
The naming of the Gallery was attended by the cream of South Africa’s theatre
and television scene.
©Thandile Zwelibanzi
29 October - 11 November 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
BBC Art Hour

Nikki Bedi shared the stage with exciting Joburg talent: award-winning novelist
and architect, Yewande Omotoso, filmmaker of the moment Jahmil X.T. Qubeka,
live music from afro pop star Moonchild Sanelly, theatre director Clara Vaughan
from the Market Theatre Laboratory, poet Lee Mokobe and one of Trevor Noah’s
hand-picked comedians Tsitsi Chiumya. The debate was lively debate about the
future of the city with artists who are helping to shape it!
©Michael Phasha
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Last Week in Pictures
Opening Night Congo

South Africa’s celebrated veteran actors, John Kani and Robert Whitehead
will star in a gut-wrenching political thriller directed by award winning director
Lesedi Job in CONGO The Trial of King Leopold II, a work adapted from Mark
Twain’s King Léopold’s Soliloquy about his defence for his Congo rule.
©Ngoma Ka Mpahlele
29 October - 11 November 2018
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Last Week in Pictures
Ambassador Visit – Netherlands

Ambassador designate Han Peters with wife Alessandra Camargos and deputy
ambassador Jan Huesken with wife Ella Huesken came to watch Congo, the trial
of Kind Leopold II on Thursday 18 October. They were welcomed by Heads of
Windybrow Arts Centre and Market Photo Workshop.
©Whitney Peters
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Last Week in Pictures
Opening Night, You Fool How Can the Sky Fall

“It is vital that we laugh. If we didn’t, we’d curl up in a ball of acid and die of
bitterness” says South African comedian, John Vlismas. A sentiment shared by
many South Africans even through the hard times South Africans always find a
way to add some humour to our political landscape, social issues and everyday
life. Zakes Mda’s You Fool How Can the Sky Fall was first staged a year after the
first democratic elections in South Africa, this play takes a satirical approach
to political challenges that face a new democracy. It looks at corruption in
government, pretentious, self-important cabinet ministers and a democracy that
degenerates into dictatorship in a fictitious African country.
©Thandile Zwelibanzi
29 October - 11 November 2018
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