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B  UZZ at the Market Theatre 
Foundation takes on a newer and 
fresher look in 2018. Designed by 
Market Theatre Foundation intern 

graphic designer, Ryan Lloyd, the new-look 
online magazine has a much more contemporary 
feel that reflects the vibrancy of South Africa’s 
leading cultural institution.

Packed with articles about events, personalities 
and newsletters, BUZZ at the Market Theatre 
Foundation has grown in enormous popularity 
reaching out to patrons, funders and a broad 
range of stakeholders who want to remain in 
touch with the Market Theatre Foundation.

This week’s edition includes tributes to three 
South African cultural legends whose lives 
ended but whose spirit will continue to inspire 
generations: trumpter Hugh Masekela, poet 
Keorapetse Kgositsile and playwright & director, 
John Ledwaba.

BUZZ at the Market Theatre Foundation also 
introduces the new Head of the Windybrow 
Arts Centre, Keitu Gwangwa and honours two 
veteran Market Theatre employees, Nomvula 
Molepo and Motlalepula Makhate . Both women 
celebrate 20 years of service to the Market 
Theatre.

BUZZ at the Market Theatre Foundation also 
features the regular weekly columns Archiving 
the Market Theatre and At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room. A new programme, 
the total Market Theatre Experience, tells why 
St Benedicts College has put up a challenge to 
other schools to come to the Market Theatre.

Of course, the highlights each week is the 
listings page which provides the schedule of 
shows that you can see at the Market Theatre.

Enjoy this fresh, new-look edition of BUZZ at 
the Market Theatre Foundation.

Editor’s Note
Market Buzz gets a brand new look.

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
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Bra Hugh
Farewell Son of the African Soil 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Songs of Migration, a production 
directed by the Market Theatre’s 
Artistic Director, James Ngcobo will 
stand as a monumental tribute to the 

memory of internationally-renowned trumpeter, 
Hugh Masekela. The celebrated South African 
musician died at the age of 78 on  23 January 
2018. 

“Bra Hugh was many things to a whole lot 
of people who interacted with him, he was a 
mentor who loved nothing but sharing his 
passion of storytelling and heritage.  The whole 
company that was involved in the creation of 
Songs of Migration would echo 
these words and say that around 
him they had clarity, guidance and 
a deep sense of memory”, says 
James Ngcobo.

Premiered at the Market 
Theatre in 2010, Songs of 
Migration was a musical tribute to 
the great songs of migrants across 
the African continent. It included 
rich musical scenes on the train 
that was a separator of lovers, 
breaking up families as it moved raw materials 
to and from the ports for imports and exports. 
The production also featured the multi-talented, 
soulful and dynamic diva, Sibongile Khumalo. 
In a second season of the production staged 
in 2011, the production also featured Gloria 
Bosman.

The world was first introduced to Hugh 
Masekela at the age of 14 when the respected 
advocate for equal rights, Father Trevor 
Huddleston, provided Masekela with a trumpet 
and, soon after, the Huddleston Jazz Band 

was formed. Masekela began to hone his 
Afro-Jazz sound in the late 1950s during a 
period of intense creative collaboration, most 
notably performing in the 1959 musical King 
Kong, written by Todd Matshikiza, and, soon 
thereafter, as a member of the legendary South 
African group, the Jazz Epistles (featuring the 
classic line up of Kippie Moeketsi, Abdullah 
Ibrahim and Jonas Gwangwa).

Masekela’s subsequent solo career has 
spanned 5 decades, during which time he 
released over 40 albums (and been featured on 
countless more). He worked with such diverse 

artists as Harry Belafonte, Dizzy 
Gillespie, The Byrds, Fela Kuti, 
Marvin Gaye, Herb Alpert, Paul 
Simon, Stevie Wonder and the 
late Miriam Makeba.

Reflecting on Hugh Masekela’ 
s work at the Market Theatre and 
his relationship with him, James 
Ngcobo says, “Projects like The 
Colored Museum were made 
richer by his immense contribution 
in the songs that he composed for 

the production. We formed a company called 
Sibojama, he was such a joy to work with and 
every day we spent with Bra Hugh working on 
new projects were filled with such excitement 
and gave one an opportunity to learn from the 
master. We will always treasure the fact that 
one had time to go on a journey with such a 
generous soul”. 

The Market Theatre Foundation expresses 
condolences to Hugh Masekela’s family, friends 
and fans. Farewell Bra Hugh, the son of the soil 
your music will live in our hearts forever. 

"Bra Hugh was many 
things to a whole lot of 
people who interacted 
with him, he was a 
mentor who loved 
nothing but sharing his 
passion of storytelling 
and heritage.”

- James Ngcobo

Article Photo:
144 Songs Of Migration - 
Production Pics - Jan 2010 
©Ruphin Coudyzer FPPSA
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In Song & Poems a Poet is 
Celebrated

Honouring South African Poet Laureate, 
Keorapetse William Kgositsile 

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

The John Kani Theatre was packed 
to the rafters when the arts 
community gathered to celebrate 
the life of South African Poet 
Laureate, Keorapetse William 

Kgositsile who died at the age of 78. Fondly 
known as ‘Bra Willy’ he was a leading African 
poet and public intellectual who an immense 
contribution to the arts and to society.

Kgositsile’s political outspokenness in his 
poetry and activism drew the attention of the 
apartheid government and he was exiled, first 
to Tanzania and then to the United States. In the 
US he studied literature and creative writing at 
a number of prestigious universities, including 
Columbia University. Kgositsile published his 
first poetry collection, titled Spirits Unchained, 
in 1969.

He used theatre and performance as a way 
to encourage thought provoking political 
debate. He was one of the founders of the 
Black Arts Theatre in Harlem in the early 1970s, 
which brought together African and African-
American poets, writers and artists. It offered 
them a platform to collaborate and formulate 
a modern black culture movement. Upon his 
return to South Africa in 2008 after years in exile, 
Kgositsile was awarded the National Order of 
Ikhamanga for his contribution to literature. 

At his memorial service held at the Market 
Theatre, musicians, poets, artists and politicians 
gathered to share their memories and celebrate 
the life of a poet whose every word was given 
for the service of humanity! 
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Passionate Tributes for 
theatre stalwart John 

Ledwaba 
Remembering the legacy of South African playwright, director and theatre 

producer, John Ledwaba 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

The Ramoloa Makhene Theatre 
overflowed with passion when 
tributes were paid to playwright, 
director and theatre producer, John 

Ledwaba. His writing credits include Lona 
Basadi‚ Street Sisters‚ Black Dog – Injemyama‚ 
Township Boy and Jozi Jozi Guide. As a 
performer‚ he graced the stages in England‚ 
Sweden‚ Germany and Ireland and several 
other countries.

In 1993, Jon Ledwaba wrote and directed 
Jozi Jozi Guide. The production was staged 
at the Windybrow Theatre now known as 
Windybrow Arts Centre. In 2004, Ledwaba 
served as the resident artistic director at the 
Windybrow theatre.

Ledwaba also assisted in developing the 
workshopped Matsemela Manaka piece Egoli, 

City of Gold. In 2016 the Market Theatre staged 
a revival of Egoli, City of Gold directed by Phala 
O Phala. Ledwaba was present at the opening 
night to give his support to the younger cast 
of talented actors. The season played to sold 
out houses and received several Naledi Award 
nominations. 

John Ledwaba starred in his first theatre 
production at age 15. He received the Standard 
Bank Young Artist Award in 1995. 

Gone but not forgotten --- John Ledwaba’s 
firebrand passion was echoed by many of his 
proteges at the memorial service held at the 
Market Square to honor his contribution to 
South African theatre.
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Hani Musical kicks off 2018 
with a Bang! 

The Market Theatre Laboratory’s Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award-winning 
production returns for another sold-out season 

- Clara Vaughn

The Market Theatre Foundation 
opened its 2018 season with a bang! 
The Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award-

winning production, Hani: The Legacy opened 
for a short two week season and was sold out! 
Due to public demand and the blazing success 
of the production, the season of the hip-hop 
inspired musical in the Ramoloa Makhene 
Theatre has been extended to Sunday 4 
February. 

Directed by Leila Henriques and featuring a 
multi-talented cast of young actors, Hani: The 
Legacy is a ground-breaking musical combining 
hip hop, ballad, traditional music and movement 
to honour the legacy of the iconic hero, Chris 
Hani. The production grapples with the gap 
left by Hani after his assassination and how 
his legacy can inspire in a time with enormous 
political and social challenges. Performed with 

gusto, Hani: The Legacy is an unforgettable 
theatre expression bursting with freshness and 
vitality.

Leila Henriques explains, “although Hani’s 
name and the circumstances of his death are 
well-known, his life story does not often receive 
the same attention. Hani: The Legacy takes the 
audience on a breath-taking journey of the rural 
boy who became a revolutionary, the freedom 
fighter who became a father, and the husband 
who became a hero. He stood stoically for his 
principles in in a time when it meant certain 
death. What could have been if Hani was still 
alive is what could still be if his legacy is kept 
alive”.

Don’t miss the award-winning production 
that has everyone talking – book early to avoid 
disappointment!
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Market Laboratory welcomes 
a new group of first year 

students 
New students kick off their artistic careers at the Market Laboratory 

- Clara Vaughn

A brand-new group of first year 
students at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory will begin their 
exciting journey this week towards 

becoming professional actors and theatre-
makers. 

Students participate in intensive training in 
various theatre disciplines aimed at developing 
multi-skilled performances and critically 
engaged storytellers. They are introduced to 
other job prospects in the industry through 
short courses in stage-management, writing, 
directing and design.  

Founded by Barney Simon and Dr John Kani 
in 1988, the Market Theatre Laboratory is the 
educational arm of the world famous Market 
Theatre, and has developed into one of the 

premiere training facilities of its kind in Southern 
Africa. It has trained exceptional performers and 
theatre-makers including Olive Schreiner Award 
winner Phillip Dikotla, three Standard Bank 
Young Artist of the Year winners, Monageng 
Motshabi (2016), Prince Lamla (2013), and 
Mncedisi Shabangu (2014), and SAFTA award 
winners Harriet Manamela, Warren Masemola 
and Lindiwe Ndlovu. 

The Market Theatre Laboratory has been 
recognised on multiple platforms for creating 
excellent theatre that engages with human rights 
issues. Deeply embedded in the ethos of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory is its commitment to 
providing opportunities to talented youth from 
disadvantaged backgrounds who would not 
otherwise be able to pursue their passion for 
the arts.
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Keitu Gwangwa takes the 
reins at the Windybrow Arts 

Centre 
The appointment of the new Head for the Windybrow Arts Centre brings 

excitement and new developments to the landmark heritage site. 
- Yusrah Bardien
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New vistas have opened up for the 
arts sector with the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s appointment of 
Keituletse “Keitu” Gwangwa, 

daughter of legendary SA jazz musician Jonas 
Gwangwa and social activist Violet Gwangwa, 
as the head of the Windybrow Arts Centre. No 
stranger to the Windybrow Arts Centre, Keitu 
has fond memories of the space. 

“I did my final year exam at the Windybrow 
theatre so I have a special place in my heart for 
the theatre. I have attended a few productions 
in the times it was active and even enjoyed a 
sit-in rehearsal with Danny Glover,” she says 
recollecting her memories of the Windybrow 
Theatre now known as Windybrow Arts 
Centre. 

Keitu Gwangwa has garnered 
national and international 
experience as an artist, skilled arts 
administrator, arts advocate, and 
events manager. She has worked 
as an assistant director to her 
father and French director Sophie 
Loucachevsky. Keitu honed her 
skills at the arts administration 
organization, Cultural Helpdesk, 
managing a Dutch/South African 
arts exchange website while 
simultaneously working as a 
Producer/ Director with 2004 Standard Bank 
Young Artist for Dance, Portia Mashigo and 
choreographer Gladys Agulhas with projects 
which headlined at the National Arts Festival 
in Grahamstown, Wits 969 Festival and Dance 
Umbrella.

“Keitu brings an extensive range of 
experience, a deep passion for the arts and a 
visionary outlook on how the Windybrow Arts 
Centre can contribute to growing a strengthened 
arts industry and a vibrant cultural sector,” says 
Ismail Mahomed, the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Market Theatre Foundation. “Keitu has the 
skills, experience, stamina and fortitude to lead 
the Windybrow Arts Centre and to build it to 
the same high artistic standards as the Market 

Theatre Foundation’s three other divisions, the 
Market Theatre, Market Theatre Laboratory 
and Market Photo Workshop,” he added.

As the head of the Windybrow Arts Centre 
and with its specific focus on Pan-African cultural 
expression, Keitu, also a qualified sangoma, 
will draw from two organisations she has led 
previously, Ndebi Creations and African Zazi, 
both focused on celebrating African culture and 
heritage.

“I am excited about all the treasures we will 
uncover, expose, and engage with, but mostly 
I am looking forward to learning and being 
part of shaping the face and function of such a 
precious heritage institute,” says Keitu. “I hope 

we will be able to create a vibrant 
platform for exchange and artistic 
works that will add value to the 
ever-expanding subject of Pan-
Africanism,” she adds.

As a division of the Market 
Theatre Foundation since 1 
April 2016, the once-mothballed 
Windybrow Theatre has been 
refurbished and been given a 
new lease on life. Now proudly 
branded as the Windybrow Arts 
Centre and with the tagline “More 
than just a theatre” the Centre 

reflects the changing nature of the space. 

The bustling Centre is home to the Exclusive 
Books Pan-African Reading Room and to 
a partnership with the International Library 
for African Music. A dance programme is 
presented at the Centre in partnership with 
local dance organisations. The Centre is also 
the base for the newly-launched Windybrow 
Drama Company comprised of alumni from the 
Market Theatre Laboratory.

Keitu joins administrator Nomalanga Nkosi in 
taking the Windybrow Arts Centre on its new 
journey.

“I am excited about 
all the treasures we 
will uncover, expose, 
and engage with, but 
mostly I am looking 
forward to learning 
and being part of 
shaping the face and 
function of such a 
precious heritage 
institute,”

- Keitu Gwangwa
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Windybrow goes MoJo with 
smart phones

New mobile journalism course kicks off at the Windybrow Arts Centre 
- Mika Conradie & Bekie Ntini

Mobile journalism is gaining 
traction in news rooms and is 
changing perspectives on the 
delivery and accessibility of 

news. It is rapid, instant and mobile. MoJo (or 
Mobile Journalism), is now a popular course 
offered to trained journalists to prepare them 
for adaptation to new technologies in news 
reporting. 

Eight young participants have been selected 
by the Market Photo Workshop for a new 

photography training programme in Mobile 
Journalism. Thy will learn how to use mobile 
phone apps and cameras as a journalism tool. 
The course will kick off at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre on 22 January 2018.

The MoJo course focusing on the use of smart 
mobile phones will trains participants in visual 
literacy, technical operation, storytelling and 
producing. Participants will also learn about the 
safety and ethics of mobile journalism.

©BONGA-NDLOVU_26-JAN_1[12]
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Photo Workshop sets 
Newtown’s pace for critical 

discourse
The Market Photo Workshop creates an essential training space for future 

South African photographers 
- Mika Conradie and Bekie Ntini

For over twenty-seven years, the Market 
Photo Workshop has played a pivotal 
role in the training of South Africa’s 
photographers, ensuring that visual 

literacy reaches neglected and marginalized 
parts of our society. 

World-renowned photographer, David 
Goldblatt contributed vastly to the 
establishment of Market Photo Workshop 
in 1988 - 1999. Since then, the Photo 
Workshop has been an agent of change and 
representation, informing photographers, 
visual artists, educators, students and broader 
communities of trends, issues, and debates in 
photography and visual culture.

The Market Photo Workshop runs a number of 
Public Programmes as a series of events involving 
and directed at professional photographers, 
visual artists, educators, students as well as the 
broader public. These events seek to inform the 
trends, practices, methods, and contemporary 
ways of working and thinking in South African 
photography practice through exposure to a 
broad understanding of visual culture as well as 
a networking platform that encourages critical 
thinking and engagement.

Showcasing a number of high profile local 
and international photographers, as well as 
student and alumni photography work, the 

Market Photo Workshop has been able to build 
a strong and consistent audience base around 
its gallery,  ‘The Photo Workshop Gallery’ in 
Newtown, which is on the same premises as the 
school. 

Since 2005, when the gallery was initially 
launched, the kind of platform it has engendered  
encourages not only emerging students to 
experience and enter into professional practice 
but has distilled a new type of photographic 
practice amongst the greater artistic community. 
Various critical discourses, especially around 
the role documentary photography, have been 
stimulated by the multitude of exhibitions that 
have shown at The Photo Workshop Gallery 
creating dynamic interactions between students 
and the greater photography community. In 
2017, Market Photo Workshop relocated to its 
new state of art photography facility at Market 
Square premises by the Mary Fitzgerald Square. 

For more information about the Market 
Photo Workshop, please contact:

Bekie Ntini
Coordinator: Mentorships and Training

T +27 (0) 11 834 1444
E-mail: bekien@marketphotoworkshop.co.za

The Market Photo Workshop is a division of 
the Market Theatre Foundation.
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invite our artists, patrons 
and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This week, 

Archiving the Market Theatre calls on Christine McDonald, Chief Financial 
Officer at the Market Theatre Foundation to share her memories. 

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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I joined the Market Theatre Foundation  in 
October 2003 on a six-month contract.  
The brief was to assess if the organisation 
can be turned around.  The financial 

situation was horrific.  The MTF was insolvent 
and the Department of Arts and Culture (DAC) 
was not prepared to assist unless we could put 
together a fool proof plan.

  
The previous CFO took her handbag and 

left on the morning that I joined. Thankfully 
there was a very supportive Board with a caring 
Chairman, Mr Les Phillips.  The 
managers, Regina Sebright and 
Vanessa Cooke, were very helpful 
in orientating me into the Market’s 
interesting business.  Regina took 
me on a tour of the theatre in the 
first week with the objective of 
giving me an understanding of 
the theatre’s need to buy many 
litres of black paint.  She made it 
clear that she was going to explain 
this once only!

In those early days of my career 
at the Market Theatre, our offices 
were a cultural experience in many ways, with 
no kitchen, heaps of “archives” everywhere 
and very little, if any, procedures.  However, 
a meeting with the Johannesburg Property 
Company, in the first few months, where I learnt 
that Newtown is on the cards for an upgrade, 
made me decide that I would like to be part of 
this transformation, financial and spatially.

As time passed, things were looking up and 
a Sibonginesi Mkhize was appointed CEO and 
Malcolm Purkey was appointed artistic director.  

And my education of the theatre industry grew 
in leaps and bounds.  Sibongiseni taught me 
that one can be in charge of a theatre and a 
strong leader without ever losing your cool.  
Malcolm taught me many, many interesting life 
lessons and proved to me that, as he put it, that 
“theatre is dedicated to loss” and therefore 
needs lots of funding!  Luckily the MTF’s 
seasoned fundraiser, Penny Morris, was around 
to save us and still does today.

Today, 15 years later, the Market Theatre is 
still transforming Newtown with 
beautiful theatre productions, 
photographs and training 
young people in brand new 
or renovated buildings.  Three 
years ago, the Market Theatre 
extended its organisational 
footprint in to Doornfontein 
when the Department of Arts & 
Culture placed the Windybrow 
Theatre under the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s management.  Today 
the Windybrow Arts Centre is part 
of the Market Theatre Foundation 
brand and we have an active Arts 

Centre in a beautifully renovated 122-year-old 
building.  We have a promise of a fully-fledged 
arts centre to be built during the next 3 years.

It has not been easy. But, I have been involved 
in the Market’s financial turnaround, I have had 
the opportunity to be part of the renovation of 
3 heritage buildings and in the development of 
the iconic and award-nominated Market Square 
complex.  I have been having the time of my 
life!

- Christine McDonald

“Today, 15 years later, 
the Market Theatre 
is still transforming 
Newtown with 
beautiful theatre 
p r o d u c t i o n s , 
photographs and 
training young people 
in brand new or 
renovated buildings.”

- Christine McDonald
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Women spotlighted at 
Pan-African Reading Room 

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre.  This 
week, to honour our first show of 2018 Another One’s Bread which features an 

all women cast, Buzz shines the spotlight on a range of books by women authors 
from across the Pan-African spectrum who reflect history and interrogate the 

past 
- Yusrah Bardien
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Dust 
Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor (Kenya)

When a young man is gunned down on the 
streets of Nairobi, his murder stirs up memories long 
since buried, precipitating a series of events no one 
could have foreseen. Spanning Kenya’s turbulent 
1950s and 1960s, Dust signals an outstanding new 
voice in African literature.

The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl 
Issa Rae (US)

Based on her wildly popular web series. Issa Rae 
waxes humorously on what it’s like to be unabashedly 
awkward in a world that regards introverts as hapless 
misfits and black as cool. Written in her witty and 
self-deprecating voice, Rae covers everything from 
cyber sexing in the early days of the Internet to 
deflecting unsolicited comments on weight gain 
and learning to accept yourself – natural hair and 
all. 

An Elegy for the Easterly
Petina Gappah (Zimbabwe)

Shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award, 
this is an unforgettable collection of stories by an 
outstanding young writer. Gappah presents a vivid 
cast of characters struggling to live under Robert 
Mugabe’s regime whilst battling issues common to 
all people everywhere: failed promises, unfulfilled 
dreams and the yearning for something to anchor 
them in life. 

The Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives
Lola Shoneyin (Nigeria)

The fiction debut of poet Lola Shoneyin, The 
Secret Lives of Babi Segi’s Wives is a perceptive and 
eye-opening novel about polygamy in modern-
day Nigeria. The struggles, rivalries, intricate family 
politics, and the interplay of personalities and 
relationships with the complex private world of a 
polygamous union are brought to life.

Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi (Ghana)

Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very different 
destinies. One sold into slavery, one a slave trader’s 
wife. The consequences of their fate reverberate 
through the generations that follow. Taking us 
from the Gold Coast of Africa to the cotton-picking 
plantations of Mississippi, from the missionary 
schools of Ghana to the dive bars of Harlem, this is 
a miraculous novel. 

Nervous Conditions 
Tsitsi Dangarembga (Zimbabwe)

A modern classic in the African literary canon, 
this novel brings to the politics of decolonisation 
theory the energy of women’s rights. Well-crafted 
and astute, it is a work of vision, dramatizing the 
‘nervousness’ of the postcolonial conditions that 
bedevil us still 

So Long a Letter 
Mariama Bâ (Senegal)

So Long a Letter is a semi-autobiographical novel 
originally written in French. Its theme is the condition 
of women in West African society, and takes the 
form of a letter from one woman to her friend. Bâ’s 
thoughtful writing illustrates the challenges women 
face in this steadily modernizing, post-colonial 
social context 

White Teeth
Zadie Smith (UK)

Written while she was still at university, White 
Teeth launched Zadie Smith’s stellar career. It is a 
funny, generous, life-affirming story about three 
families over three generations in London. At its 
heart is the subject of Britain’s relationships with 
people from formerly colonised countries in Africa, 
Asia and the Caribbean.

The Icarus Girl 
Helen Oyeyemi (UK)

This audacious debut was written when Helen 
Oyeyemi was still at school. It is the story of eight-
year-old Jessamy Harrison, a “half-and-half” child of 
an English father and a Nigerian mother, a strange 
and troubled girl. 

Rape: A South African Nightmare
Pumla Dineo Gqola (South Africa)

In this detailed investigation, the winner of the 
2016 Alan Paton Award, academic and gender 
activist Pumla Dineo Gqola unpacks the complex 
relationship South Africa has with the act of rape, 
focussing on its patterns and trends and asking 
what we can learn from famous cases. 
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St Benedicts takes up first 
Total Market Theatre 

Experience
Learners from St Benedicts tour the Market Theatre Foundation, watch the 

wildly sucessful Hani: The Legacy and receive a dance-class from 
Teresa Mojela Phuti 

- Anthony Ezeoke

As students gear up for a new 
exciting school’s calendar more 
than 200 students from St 
Benedicts College became the first 

school to participate in the 3-day total Market 
Theatre Experience which includes a tour of 
the theatre, a dance workshop and a show. 
Students attended the blazingly successive 
hip-hop musical, Hani: The Legacy. The total 
Market Theatre Experience was hosted from 
17 – 19 January 2018.

The well-travelled dancer and choreographer 
Teresa Mojela Phuti led the students in a 
dance workshop. Following a series of dance 
and concentration exercises she walked them 
through from simple dance steps to rigorous 
dance and stage movements. Under her 
watchful eye, the students were divided into 
groups and created 3-minute amazing, fun 
and successful dance pieces. The students 
described it as “a moment of shared experience 
not to be forgotten.”

There was also an awesome atmosphere at 
the Market Theatre when the 200 students went 
on the popular Market Theatre tours hosted 
by the Market Theatre Laboratory alumnus 
and Front Desk Receptionist, Busi Letwaba. 
Tours of the Market Theatre take place every 
Wednesday at 11:00. Booking is essential. To 
book your place on the weekly tour contact 
Busi Letwaba at 011 832 1641 or write to her at 
busil@markettheatre.co.za

The Market Theatre says “kudos” to St 
Benedicts College who have indirectly put 
forward the challenge to other schools to 
emulate them and to book for the total Market 
Theatre Experience. Interested teachers should 
call Anthony Ezeoke on 0832464950 or Yusrah 
Bardien 082 470 1441 to book their spaces in 
this new Market Theatre Foundation offering.
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Market Theatre Foundation 
CEO talks Stakeholder 

Relationships
Multi-award winning Market Theatre Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed sells 
out worksop on Arts Fundraising and Stakeholder Relationships at the PopArt 

Theatre in Maboneng  
- ???

Within days of bookings opening 
for a workshop on Arts 
Fundraising & Stakeholder 
Relationships to be facilitated 

by Market Theatre Foundation CEO Ismail 
Mahomed at the PopArt Theatre In Maboneng 
on Saturday 3 February, all the seats were 
fully taken up. PopArt has scheduled a repeat 
workshop for Saturday 17 February.

With more than 30 years of working in 
the theatre industry, Mahomed is a multi-
award winning administrator and published 
playwright. He holds the Arts & Culture Trust’s 
Arts Administrator’s Award, the US State 
Department Award for Consistently High 
Cultural programme and the John Harris 
Rotary Award for his contrubition to the arts. 
In 2015, the French government awarded him 
the Chevalier et des Lettres et des Arts Award 
(Knight of the Arts & Literature Award).

In his workshop at the PopArt Theatre 
Mahomed will share some of his best practices 
in brokering partnerships and fundraising 
for the arts. As a South African leader in 
brokering cultural diplomacy partnerships 
with various embassies and international 
cultural missions, Mahomed will discuss how 
he sustains these stakeholder relationships to 
promote international cultural exchanges and 
collaborations.

The PopArt Theatre is a major partner with 
the Market Theatre Laboratory. Presenting 
the 24 Hour Festival at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory each year, the PopArt Theatre also 
offers student productions from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory the opportunity to have a 
semi-professional season in Maboneng. The 
PopArt Theatre also offers a bursary each year 
to the Market Theatre Laboratory.

For more information about the PopArt 
Theatre visit www.popartcentre.co.za
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Market Theatre Personalities
This week’s Market Theatre Personalities focuses on two Market Theatre staff 

members who have been at the Market Theatre for 20 years, Nomvula Molepo 
and Motlalepula Makhate

 - Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu and Nomvula Molepo, Hailey Kingston–Chisolm and Motlalepula Makhate
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Nomvula Molepo 20 years in the 
business of Lights 

“There’s more to this job than flipping a 
switch.”

Nomvula Molepo, Head of Lighting at the 
Market Theatre, works behind the scenes to 
help organize and implement the ‘lighting 
plots’ for theatrical and other live productions. 
Collaborating with other production team 
members, Nomvula’s duties include research, 
administration, attending rehearsals and 
providing hands-on support for a lighting 
designer’s creative vision during the pre-
production process.

During the initial design process, Nomvula 
is responsible for familiarizing herself with the 
script and preparing the schedules, charts and 
other paperwork attached to the production. 
At the Market Theatre’s multiple venues, 
Nomvula is quick on her toes to execute her 
duties timeously and in a higly-organised way. 
She is an integral part to the smooth running 
of all projects in the production department.

Nomvula Molepo started her career as an 
intern at the Market Theatre in 1997. She has 
won the Naledi Theatre Award in 2008 for 
best lighting design for the production Jungle 
Book which was directed by Craig Higginson. 
In 2016, she was nominated for Naledi Best 
Lighting Design Award 2016 for Khayelihle 
Dom Gumede’s production, Crepuscule

Nomvula was mentored by Declan Randall 
and Mannie Manim as a lighting technician 
and later lighting designer. Her credits now 
include Sizwe Banzi is Dead, Woza Albert, 
8 Minuet, Esuthwini, The Hill, Ukutshona Ko 
Mendi, The Mother of all Eating, Joy of Jazz, 
Ketekang, Crepuscule, Cincinatti, If We Dig, 
Jazz Meets Ballet, Karel Se Oupa, Itsoseng, 
Gauteng Gospel Awards in 2016 and 2017, 
Another Ones Bread just to name a few.  

She has also worked and designed shows for 
the State Theatre, Soweto Theatre and other 
theatres outside South Africa. She has toured 
to Sweden, Las Vegas, Austria, Manchester 
and around South Africa.

Motlalepula Makhate 20 years of 
Senior Stage Managing

Succeeding as a stage manager requires 
coordinating all aspects of a performance 
because a Stage Managemer wears a lot 
of different hats. Motlalepula affectionately 
known in the industry as Motla, is a perfect 
blend of artist, organizer and manager.

Responsible for making sure that the pre-
production process is run smoothly and that 
theatrical performances go off without a hitch, 
Motla, manages the coordination of stage 
managers, rehearsals, information between 
stage managers, the production team, the  
coordination of props and ensuring that Health 
and Safety regulations are strictly followed.

Motla began her career as a wardrobe 
mistress for the Windybrow Theatre in 
95/96 while touring with Market Laboratory 
Production Broken Dreams and Bread for life 

for African Cultural Centre at Johannesburg 
Theatre (Civic Theatre then). She went on 
to become a trainee stage manager at the 
Market Theatre in 1996 and after a two year 
stint she was appointed as the stage manager.  
She has since staged managed numerous 
productions many of which have toured 
Internationally and have won awards. 

In 1998, toured Holland with Lara Foot’s 
production of Ways of Dying. In 2002 she 
toured The Blacks to Sweden. Under her belts 
she has also mentored a number of freelance 
stage 

managers and trainees. She also stepped in 
as acting production administrator under Tale 
Motsepe the then General Manager at the 
Market Theatre. Possessing different skills sets 
allowed her to be the Technical Co-ordinator 
for the Women Directors’ Festival (Flare). 

Motla has overseen more than hundred 
productions but she stills has goosebumps 
when a new one comes along. 
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Up Close And Personal with 
Keitu Gwangwa

This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on the new Windybrow Arts Centre 
Head, Keitu Gwangwa

Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  That everyday there is a space I go 
to that is waiting to be filled with ideas and 
collaborations with outstanding minds across 
Africa and internationally.

Q:   Q: What does your job entail? 

A:  Working with artists and art custodians 
across the world, being creative in a myriad of 
spaces, recognizing opportunity often where 
others don’t and creating opportunity.

Q:  What are your plans for the next 5 
years?

A: Utilizing the Windybrow Arts centre  
to drive through arts and culture, the 
conversation of Pan Africanism within the 
Johannesburg inner city and across society in 
South Africa, re-identifying and defining Pan 
Africanism and bringing it into the digital age. 

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  I would like Africa to recognize Arts and 
Culture as a powerful and lucrative industry 
that funded and supported adequately 
has enormous potential to bring great 
development into a country. Arts and Culture 
is a strong branding platform for a country.

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: I spend time with my son Leruo, he has 
an inquisitive mind which inspires me to think 
of ways to better the world he will inherit. I 
think up empires with my bestie.
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Permanent post for “Mr Fix 
It” Bismarck Hungwe 

After working for the construction company that built the new Market Square, 
Bismarck Hungwe snatches up the handyman position at the Market Theatre 

Foundation
-???

Bismarck Hlungwe knows every part of the 
new Market Square building. He started his 
career at Solidaire Construction, the company 
that was commissioned for the construction of 
the the impressive Market Square building in 
Newtown.

Working for Solidaire Construction for 
eight years from 2008 he spent first two 
years working as a clerk but quantity survey 
and junior foreman duties were added to his 
responsibilities which meant he held three 
positions at a go. He enjoyed the challenge of 
playing a role that kept the workers connected 
to the general manager. When Solidaire was 
awarded the tender to build from the ground 
as he fondly remembers it was another 
challenge that he embraced with both hands. 

In 2017 when the position of Handyman 
became necessary at the Market Theatre 
Foundation, Bismarck quickly snapped it 
up now almost a year later he becomes a 
permanent member to the incredible team at 
the Market Theatre Foundation. 

One of the things he enjoys about his job is 
unexpectedly meeting celebrities. His lifelong 
dream is to be on stage one day. Last year he 
watched every production at the t.

Watch out for this Handyman. He may just 
surprise you when he walks under the theatre 
spotlight some day. 
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

Another One’s Bread - Mannie Manim 10 4

Hani: The Legacy - Ramolao Makhene 16 4

CONFINED - Barney Simon 26 4

One Night in Miami... - John Kani 2 - 25

Dikakapa - Barney Simon 9 - 25
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Another One’s Bread
The complex dynamics of food insecurity, 

nutrition and hunger play out on stage in Mike 
van Graan’s new play, Another One’s Bread 
directed by award-winning veteran TV actress, 
Pamela Nomvete.

Described by Van Graan as “a dark comedy 
about funerals, feeding and faking”, Another 
One’s Bread serves up the complexities 
associated with acquiring food and nutrition 
using humor, fact and the downright 
outrageous. The play takes its title from the 
Afrikaans expression “een man se dood is ‘n 
ander man se brood” (One person’s death is 
another person’s bread). 

“Like every other theme in South Africa, 
hunger intersects with a range of other issues – 
gender, class, apartheid’s spatial geographies, 
education and corporatization of services to 
name but a few,” explains van Graan.

Dates 
 Wednesday 10 January –  
  Sunday 4 February 

Times
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sundays - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim  
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Hani: The Legacy
Hani: The Legacy, won the Standard Bank 

Gold Ovation Award at the National Arts 
Festival and it played to sold out houses 
in Grahamstown and at the 969 Festival in 
Johannesburg last year. 

Directed by Leila Henriques and featuring 
a cast of multi-talented young actors who 
are graduates from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory, the ground-breaking musical 
combines hip hop, ballad, traditional music 
and spectacular choreography to bring to life 
the story of under-praised struggle hero Chris 
Hani. 

Hani was an inspiring leader in the liberation 
movement. His murder by right-wing 
extremists in April 1993, at a time when the 
country was on a knife-edge of crucial political 
negotiations and rampant political violence, 
turned him into a martyr. Through a fresh, 

innovative and entertaining theatrical form, 
the production grapples with the gap left by 
Hani after his assassination and explores how 
his legacy can inspire in a time with enormous 
political and social challenges.

Dates 
 Wednesday 16 January –  
  Sunday 4 February 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 19:00
 Sundays - 15:15

Venue 
 Ramolao Makhene
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CONFINED
Lulu Mlangeni’s new dance piece, 

CONFINED, is inspired by the life political 
stalwart, Winnie Madikizela Mandela, 
affectionately known as Mam Winnie.   In 
CONFINED, Lulu brings under the spotlight 
the lives of women who embrace challenges, 
break societal barriers and fight oppressive 
systems to survive. The work celebrates 
women who have endured discrimination, 
hardships in their lives and who inspire and 
provide optimism about the future.  

Lulu is the 2010 winner of the TV show 
‘So you think you can Dance’.  In 2011 she 
was commissioned by the Dance Forum to 
choreograph Question Mark for the Dance 
Umbrella Festival. In 2014, she was the 
inaugural recipient of the Sophie Mgcina Best 
Emerging Voice Award. The Award which 
is the brainchild of the Market Theatre’s 
Artistic Director, James Ngcobo, was created 

to recognise creative talent that is breaking 
boundaries. In 2017, Mlangeni was one of 
the creators of ‘BIG CITY BIG DREAMS’ a 
collaboration with Joburg Ballet, Vuyani Dance 
Theatre and Moving Into Dance 

Dates
 Friday 26 January – 
 Sunday 4 February 2018  

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15 
 Sunday  - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon 
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One night in MiaMi...
Kemp Powers’s play One Night in Miami... 

is a poignant piece of theatre based on the 
fictional retelling of a night shared by men who 
have left such visible footprints on their chosen 
careers. Featuring a top crop of actors billing 
David Johnson, Richard Lukunku, Lemogang 
Tsipa, Seneliso Dladla and Sipho Zakwe, One 
Night in Miami directed by James Ngcobo will 
deliver a dramatic punch to last a lifetime.

One Night in Miami... is a critical reflection 
on different aspects of black power and 
historic issues that remain as relevant as ever. 
Produced with support from the US Embassy, 
One Night in Miami... is the Market Theatre’s 
2018 Black History Month offering.

One Night in Miami... is presented by 
special arrangement with ABKCO

Dates
 Friday 2 February – 
 Sunday 25 February  

Time
 Tuesdays - Saturdays - 20:00
 Sundays - 15:00

Venue 
 John Kani 
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DIKAKAPA
Dikapapa, a political thriller depicting a 

life of a struggle stalwart and traitor now 
participating in South Africa’s democracy 
where a traitor is heralded as a hero scooped 
the 2017 Zwakala Theatre Festival Award. 
The production also won the 2017 Standard 
Bank Fringe Ovation Award at the National 
Arts Festival. Director Nketu Lebeko has 
been working with his group of artists from 
Sharpville for the last five years.

Dikakapa is co – written by Teboho 
Serapelo, Isaac Sithole and Lebeko Nketu 
originally mentored by Kgafela oa Magogodi 
now mentored for the professional season by 
veteran theatre director Mpho Molepo. The 
production features the talents of Karabelo 
Khaalo, Kholisile Dlamini, Mdengase Govuzela, 
Mduduzi Mdabuli, Mojabeng Rasenyalo and 
Thembi Qobo. 

Dates
 Friday 9 –  
 Sunday 25 February 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Barney Simon


