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when swallows cry
Venue
Mannie Manim
Dates
13 January - 5 February 2017
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

When Swallows Cry is a trilogy 
of playlets that explores the 
inequities and layered complexities 
of contemporary global mobility, 
particularly from African 
perspectives. Once forced to 
“migrate” as slaves, Africans are 
now among the world’s least 
attractive migrants in the wealthy 
economies of the world, many built 
– not insubstantially - on African 
labour and mineral resources.  
Three actors each play different 
characters in three stories, set on 
three continents; the stories are 
particular to the characters, the 
themes are universal.   

When Swallows Cry is a new work 
by Mike van Graan, invited by 
Ibsen International, a Norwegian 
Theatre Company, as one of eight 
playwrights from around the world 
to produce new works on the 
theme of migration.  

spotteD 
MIke Van Graan’s Facebook paGe 

“The Market Theatre is staging 
When Swallows Cry, my new 
play on the theme of migration 
and refugees, commissioned 
by a Norwegian theatre 
company, Ibsen International. 
So good to meet the creative 
team yesterday during a 
rehearsal. Lesedi Job makes 
her directorial debut with great 
support from the three actors, 
Warren Masemola, Christiaan 
Schoombie and Mpho Osei-
Tutu. Opens in January 2017, 
exactly 12 years after the 
Market staged Green Man 
Flashing (James Ngcobo was in 
the cast, and that, apparently, 
was his last time on stage as 
an actor! He is now the artistic 
director of the Market.)”

All images by @ Suzy Bernstein

Top: Christiaan Schoombie & 
Mpho Osei-Tutu.

Bottom: Christiaan Schoombie, Warren 
Masemola, Lesedi Job, Mike Van Graan,  

and Mpho Osei Tutu
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Venue
Barney Simon
Dates
10 - 29 January 2017
tIMe
Tue - Sat 20:10

The House of Truth is a bio-play 
based on Can Themba’s life. The 
production premiered at the 
prestigious Grahamstown National 
Arts Festival June 2016 to rave 
reviews. Flowing from the pen 
of author Siphiwo Mahala, and 
starring the venerable Sello Maake 
kaNcube, the play is laced with wit, 
humour and a deep sense of irony. 
It reveals the circumstances that 
inspired some of Themba’s most 
intriguing works as well as some 
profound aspects of his life that are 
barely written about. 

The play weaves together 
Themba’s complex life story 
including his troubles with 
the Transvaal Department of 
Education, which, in spite of 
him holding a degree from the 
University of Fort Hare and passing 
English with a distinction, refused 
to recognise him as a fully-fledged 
teacher. His decision to register for 
a University Education Diploma 
with Rhodes University brings 
more frustrations instead of 
solving his problems. Turning into 
journalism, Themba rose along 
the ranks of Drum magazine and 
became an Assistant Editor, but this 
did not come with any monetary 
reward. These are some Themba’s 
frustrations as he relates his story 
from his abode, the House of Truth, 
a single room bachelor flat located 
at 111 Ray Street, in Sophiatown of 
the 1950s. 

the house of truth the basa white paper 
aDvocacy workshop
Business and Arts South Africa 
(BASA) invites you to the White 
Paper Advocacy Workshop 
facilitated by Kirston Greenop, 
Head of Regulatory Advocacy 
in Group Policy, Advocacy 
and Sustainability at Standard 
Bank. This event is organised 
in partnership with BASA, the 
Department of Arts and Culture, 
supported by Arterial Network 
South Africa, and hosted by The 
Market Theatre, taking place on 
13 December 2016 at 15:00.

The purpose of this workshop 
is to offer the arts, culture and 
heritage sector an opportunity to 
work through the current draft of 
the White Paper on Arts, Culture 
and Heritage with a focus on 
advocacy and engagement. 
The process will focus on the role 
of civil society and the public in 
engaging and responding to the 
White Paper in preparation for 
the final submissions.

This is an open invitation to 
artists and arts organisations to 
join the conversation.

To RSVP for the workshop please 
mail Lakin Morgan-Baatjies on 
lakin@basa.co.za
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On Friday 2 December, the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Embassy 
of France and French Institute 
of South Africa to explore and 
support cultural collaborations 
that are of mutual interests. The 
MOU was signed by Kwanele 
Gumbi, the Chairperson of the 
Market Theatre Foundation and 
Frank Marchetti, the Head of 
Cooperation at the Embassy of 
France in South Africa.

The Embassy of France in 
South Africa aims to develop 
cooperation between our two 
countries, using arts and culture 
as a bridge. The French Institute 
of South Africa (IFAS) is the 
cultural arm of the Embassy 
and as such, is a key player in 
supporting artistic events in 
various domains, throughout the 
year and around the country, 
ranging from dance, theatre, 
puppetry to music, gastronomy,

design and architecture, 
art exhibitions, cinema and 
literature. Highly demanding in 
offering quality creations while 
favoring the exchange of ideas 
between communities, IFAS 
strives to introduce French and 
Francophone artists in South 
Africa, to promote South African 
artists on the international 
artistic scene and to support 
artistic residencies leading to 
original creations. 

Kwanele Gumbi, the Chairperson of the Market Theatre Foundation and 
Frank Marchetti, the Head of Cooperation at the Embassy of France in 
South Africa signing a Memorandum of Understanding (see page 9) fouNDatioN

collaboratioN
Is the buzz worD 

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
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The Ford Foundation, early funders of the Market 
Theatre brought their delegation of representatives 
from their various offices for a ‘home coming’ 
reception at the Market Theatre on Friday 2 December 
2016. Representtives from the Foundation were given 

a personalized tour of The Market Theatre. Guests 
were treated to a short production directed by James 
Ngcobo.  A signboard in the foyer of  Market Theatre 
is proof of the Ford Foundation’s long term support of 
the Market Theatre.  

forD fouNDatioN 
tours market theatre

All images by @ Suzy Bernstein

The Market Theatre’s Mosali  eo Neileng eena has been nominated for 

satmag 
NomiNatioNs

best eMerGInG 
DIrector: 
selloane lalu Mokuku

best 
choreoGrapher: 
sonia radebe

best lIGhtInG:
nomvula Molepo

best play 2016

The Market Theatre’s bold 
commitment to develop and 
present productions  in all of 
South Africa’s official languages 
has been recognised in the 
inaugural South African Theatre 
Magazine (SATMag) Awards. 
The  Sesotho production, Mosali 

Eo U ’Neileng Eena, has been 
shortlisted in four different 
categories: Best Play of 2016; 
Best Choreographer for Sonia 
Radebe; Best Emerging Director 
for Selloane Mokuku; and Best 
Lighting Design for Nomvula 
Molepo.

The online SATMag Awards 
were launched earlier this year 
to invite the public to nominate 
and vote for the best shows and 
artists that were presented on 
South African stages between 
December 2015 and November 
2016.
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the market 
square
The  Market Theatre Laboratory, 
Market Photo Workshop and 
Market Theatre Foundation 
corporate offices have relocated 
to the impressive new Market 
Square. The new facilities include 

the Ramolau Makhene Theatre 
three rehearsal rooms and two 
galleries, three boardrooms 
and a multipurpose auditorium.  
Facilities are available for rent, 
contact 011 832 1641 for enquires.

Entrance 138 Lilian Ngoyi Street. 
Student entrance on Miriam 
Makeba Street, opposite the 
Mary Fitzgerald Square. 

All images by @ Mpho Mokgadi_ • Market Photo Workshop

Dear Patrons, 

Please note that the Market Theatre’s ticketing 
system has changed to Webtickets from the 15th 
November 2016.  

All our booking channels remain the same, you 
can book tickets via www.markettheatre.co.za or 
purchase tickets at our box office. 

The box office operations are as follows: 
Tuesday  to Sunday from 11:00 to 20:15 or you 
can purchase your ticket at any Pick and Pay 
outlet.  

webtickets
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highlights
from 2016
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fouNDatioN

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

56 Margaret Mcingana Str, 
Newtown Johannesburg

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

