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40 countries at 
the market theatre
south african film festival
venue
Market Theatre
Dates
5 - 12 March 2017
time
Check out Screenings & Times 
here:
www.rapidlion.co.za

Now in its second year, Rapid 
Lion also known as The 
South African International 
Film Festival celebrates the 
magnitude of BRICS and African 
filmmaking with a special 
emphasis on South African 
cinema. The film festival aims to 
be one of the most-loved and 
important cultural events on the 
Johannesburg calendar.

From 5 March to 12 March 
Rapid Lion 2017 will bring 140 
films from 40 countries to The 
Market Theatre in Newtown, 
Johannesburg.

The festival features films of 
multiple genres and varying 
lengths, Q&A sessions, and 
niche sections. These include 
Kindercinema aimed at the 
youngest filmgoers and their 
parents; The Heritage platform, 
which features South African 
films of yesteryear; and 
Homage, comprising the work 
of the recipient of The Lionel 
Ngakane Lifetime Achievement 
Award.From start to finish it is 
a compelling story as these two 
men who described as part of 
the continuum of struggle show 
their cards and slowly unleash and 
display their power for each other.
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itsoseng
venue
Ramolao Makhene
Dates
7 April - 7 May 2017
time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Itsoseng which means ‘wake 
yourself up’ paints a compelling 
portrait of a young man who is 
desperate for change, but does not 
know how to achieve it.

Omphile Molusi’s Itsoseng directed 
by Lesedi Job  looks at the fortunes 
and misfortunes of a South African 
township before and after the 
“miracle” of the new democracy 
in 1994. Itsoseng was part of the 
Bophuthatswana homeland, led by 
Lucas Mangope and set up by the 
apartheid government. During the 
1980s, the township enjoyed the 
fruits of Mangope’s regime, never 
knowing how these fruits had been 
harvested. 

#Itsoseng

Meet the #Itsoseng creative and 
technical team:
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sophiatown
a tale about triumph!
venue
John Kani
Dates
31 March - 14 May 2017
time
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

In 1997, the Johannesburg City 
Council made a bold decision to 
reinstate the name of Sophiatown 
after the bohemian and multiracial 
suburb that was destroyed by 
the apartheid government was 
renamed Triomf. It took nine 
years before the process came to 
fulfillment. Twenty years after that 
decision, the name Sophiatown 
still conjures up a celebration of 
the triumphant spirit of the people 
who inhabited the suburb.

Sophiatown was famous in the 
1950s for its defiance of the 

apartheid laws and as a place 
where musicians, journalists, 
politicians, entrepreneurs and 
bohemians thrived. All races mixed 
freely here, making it an amazing 
cultural hub and a constant 
annoyance to the authorities. 
Much of that is captured in the 
exuberant musical Sophiatown 
created more than 30 years ago, 
by the Junction Avenue Theatre 
Company. The brave theatre 
company featured icons such as 
Malcolm Purkey, William Kentridge, 
Ramolao Makhene, Arthur Molepo 
and many others in its poster 
billings.

Malcolm Purkey directs this 
production. Once again, it promises 
to be an absolute hit! 

Ticket prices from R130 – R215 
(pensioners and students R70.00 
only) 

#Sophiatown

Creative and Technical team for 
Itsoseng:

From the left backrow is the Market 
Theatre producer, Zodwa Shongwe, 
Lighting Designer Nomvula Molepo, 
Director of Itsoseng Lesedi Job, Set 
designer Hailey Kingston, Costume 
Designer Nthabiseng Mokone. 

Front row from the left is The author 
of Itsoseng Omphile Molusi, Mentor 
Director Kgafela Oa Mogogodi, The 
Market Theatre Artistic Director James 
Ngcobo and The Market Theatre Sound 
Designer Ntuthuko Mbuyazi.
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the suit
venue
Mannie Manim
Dates
05 May - 04 June 2017
time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Fans of author and playwright Can 
Themba can look forward to one 
of his most famous work, The Suit, 
as the Market Theatre continues to 
celebrate his life and talent during 
the Theatre’s  Can Themba Season. 
This year marks 50 years since Can 
Themba’s passing. The Market 
Theatre staged The House of Truth 
an autobiographical play about his 
life earlier during January this year. 

The Suit was first performed by 
Sello Maake Ka Ncube, Stella 
Khumalo, Job Kubatsi and Alistair 
Dube. It will again have an all-
star cast for this revival carefully 
selected to deliver this timeless 
story to entertain and provoke a 
new audience. 

#TheSuit

isithunZi
Dehumanising campus viDeo inspires 
2016 Zwakala festival play
venue
Ramolao Makhene
Dates
26 May - 18 June 2017
time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007 the “Reitz Four” 
incident at the University of Free 
State, a video about four white 
male students that displayed 
despicable behaviour towards 
a group of black middle aged 
cleaning staff went viral. The 
students called the incident “their 
own take of integration.” The 
incident called for introspection on 
the university campus. 

Isithunzi, the 2016 winner of 
the 24th Zwakala Festival at the 
Market Theatre gets to the depth 
of this disgraceful and humiliating 
incident in a family when two boys, 
UScelo and uMuzi, sons of one of 
the ladies humiliated in the video 
attempt to come to grips with the 
impact of the incident on their 
family’s reputation and stability.

#Isithunzi
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bring a book to the theatre
The “Bring-a-Book-to-the-
Theatre” campaign was 
launched when two Market 
Theatre supporters Fiona 
Wallace and Mandie van der 
Spuy cleared their personal 
bookshelves and donated their 

book to the resources centre at 
the Market Theatre Laboratory. 
Since then several more 
people have been contributing 
playscripts and books about 
theatre to the resources centre.  
The resources centre is used by 

students at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory, actors working at the 
Market Theatre and by visiting 
students who are looking for 
information about South African 
theatre.

MarkEt thEatrE 
Wednesday matinees 
to sEt nEwtown alight
The regular matinee 
performances will kick in with 
the return of Sophiatown, a 
heart-warming musical that 
will evoke nostalgic memories 
about a time and place of almost 
mythical proportions. The play 
is rich with the original sounds 
of the place once dubbed 
the Chicago of South Africa. 
Sophiatown tells a story of a 
Jewish girl who moves into the 

tiny home of a shebeen queen 
in this vibrant suburb. The eight 
characters bring their dreams 
and hopes alive through song 
and comedy. 

Bookings for the matinees 
shows can also be made via the 
online booking system at  www.
webtickets.com  or by calling the 
Theatre’s box office on 011 832 
1641 ext 108. 

The box office is open from 
09h00 – 20h00. Patrons can 
also book tickets for any Market 
Theatre production at any Pick ’n 
Pay outlet. 

#WednesdayMatinees

thE MarkEt laB

laBoratorY
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chilahaebolae
venue
The Barney Simon
Dates
18 - 28 May 2017
time
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Chilahaebolae is a satirical play 
written by Kgafela oa Magogodi. 
Packed with adventure and 
laughter, Chilahaebolae is a thrilling 
theatrical experience which 
taps into the Basarwa tradition 
of subversive storytelling. In 
Chilahaebolae the antics of animal 
proxies open a window into the 
neo-colonial set-up.  

This allegory presents the world of 
Phokobje, the Jackal, who sets out 
in search of a long lost friend Mpja, 
the dog. He soon discovers that 
things are not as they used to be. 
He finds that Mpja has cut ties with 
Nageng and is swimming in the fat 
of Chilahaebolaye’s suburban bliss. 
Phokobje’s sudden appearance is 
an unwelcome interruption and 
an unpleasant reminder of Mpja”s 
betrayal. Phokobje’s refusal to 
comply with the ways of a world 
run by Motho further complicates 
matters. Cracks on the edifice of 
their brotherhood grow wider and 
deeper.  

cEntEnarY oF thE 
sinking oF thE 
ss MEndi

Mathews Rantsoma, a second-
year student at The Market 
Laboratory performed at 
an event commemorating 
the Mendi Centenary at the 
CENOTAPH at the Beyers Naude 
Square, in the heart of the City 
on 21 February 2017.

Tuesday 21 February marked 
the centenary of the sinking of 
The SS Mendi.  On the morning 
of 21 February 1917, another 
ship, the SS Darro (10 0000 
tons) travelling at full speed and 
emitting no warning signals, 
rammed the SS Mendi (4 230 
tons), which sank in 20 minutes. 
No steps were taken by the SS 
Darro to lower boats or rescue 
the survivors. She stood off and 
floated nearby while lifeboats 
from the SS Mendi’s escorting 
destroyer, HMS Brisk, rowed 
among the survivors, trying to 
rescue them.

There are many stories about the 
bravery of the men as the ship 
went down. One of them is that 
of the Reverend Isaac Wauchope 

Dyobha, who cried words of 
encouragement to the dying 
men.

The story of the South African 
Native Labour Corps (SANLC), 
particularly the sinking of the 
Mendi troopship, is one of the 
most fascinating stories ever 
related in South Africa’s military 
history.
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EYEMINDED is a monthly reading 
and writing forum on photography 
in Africa presented in partnership 
with the Market Photo Workshop.

The intention is to cultivate a 
supportive intellectual community 
of academics, curators, artists, 
cultural workers and writers 
based in Johannesburg who 

engage photography in some of its 
theoretical, historical, and textual 
complexity.  

Monthly meetings are proposed 
for the last Monday of every month 
and will be held at the Market 
Photo Workshop.

This month’s meeting is on 
Monday, 27 February 2017 at 5pm. 
The discussion is titled “Bring Your 
Own Frame” along to consider 
works from Émilie Réiger’s Passport 
(2013) series.

Bring YoUr 
own FraME

2016 
tierney 
fellowship

Celimpilo Mazibuko, the Market Photo 
Workshop’s 2016 Tierney Fellow’s, 
documentary project focuses on the 
current land issues faced by South 
Africans living in the townships, 
in congested Reconstruction and 
Development Programme (RDP) 
houses. The project explores the 
broader aspect of the human 
settlement with the intimate spaces of 
different township communities. 

In preparation for the final Tierney 
Fellowship group critique session on 
16 - 17 March with  Fellows from Wits 

School of Arts and Michaelis School of 
Fine Art, the Market Photo workshop 
will host a critique session with 
Celimpilo on Friday 24 February.

The Tierney Fellowship is a 
developmental mentorship established 
to help launch the career of emerging 
photographers. The Fellowship awards 
the recipients with the financial 
and infrastructural support needed 
to develop a substantial body of 
photography work over the course of 
a year.

© Celimpilo Mazibuko

Photo
workshoP

Mandie van der Spuy visited the 
Market Square on Wednesday 22 
February. Here she is seen near the 
Alan Joseph Room at the Market 
Theatre Laboratory. The room is 
named after her late husband, Alan 
Joseph; and honors his remarkable 
service during his years as the 
General Manager of the Market 
Theatre Foundation
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ProFiling
up close anD personal with
Box-offIce AdMInIstrAtor: sIwe HAsHe

Q:  How long have you been   
 with the market theatre
A:  20 years and counting 

Q: where were, you born?
A: I was born in South Africa      

Q: what do you enjoy most   
 about your job?
A: Interacting with patrons.   
 Making sure that everyone is 
 happy and satisfied. I love 

 surprising people with 
 something good; and   
 sometimes go an extra mile  
 for a person.

Q:  tell us something about 
 what makes your job so 
 special as the market 
 theatre’s Box-office   
 Administrator?
A: I enjoy getting to know all  
 patrons who come and   
 watch our productions. I   
 value each and every patrons  
 coming through our doors.  I 
 love offering information   
 about the Market Theatre  
 Foundation. I value treating  
 patrons and artists with   
 a smile when they walk into  
 the foyer. It makes them feel  
 welcome and it makes my job  
 easier.  

Q: what drives you to wake   
 up in the morning and come  
 to work? 
A: The challenges that I always  
 encounter every day make  
 me strong and a better   
 person each day. 

Q:  what are the challenges you  
 face in your job?
A: I sometimes have to deal   
 with impatient patrons who  
 are sometimes rude but I also  
 win them over with a  smile 
 and good service. I am   
 patient with all our patrons  
 becausewe are here to serve  
 them.

Q: Are there any success stories  
 you wish to share?
A: I have met a lot of legends  
 and celebrities during my 
 past twenty years at the 
 Market Theatre ranging from  

 presidents, deputy presidents 
 and famous stars. I have   
 many good and inspiring  
 stories to tell my kids and   
 other people. I get excited  
 when I tell people who came  
 to visit the Market Theatre
 and that I had the  opportunity  
 to shake their hands.

Q:  what do you do when you’re  
 not at work?
A: Most of the time I tidy up my  
 home and I rest in bed trying  
 to collect energy to come and  
 work. I love my work!

Q:  describe yourself in one   
 sentence? 
A: Awesome human being that  
 was created by the Almighty. 

Q: If you only had to ask for
 three things, what would   
 they be?
A:   Wisdom. Health and Wealth  
 #smiling 

Q:  Please tell us something   
 about the career path you’ve  
 followed and in what way is 
 it better than others you   
 could have followed?
A:  I regard myself as an artist.  
 Initially, I wanted to be a   
 musician but it did not work  

 out  for me so I chose to work  
 at the Market Theatre so that  
 I can still be close to the arts.

Q: Given a chance to change 
 something in s.a, what   
 would it be?
A: To change the situation   
 of Local Government Schools  
 especially for the little ones  
 who are still growing up they 
 do not deserve to suffer. 
 Making sure that our   
 communities have a better  
 life wherever they stay.

Q: Any future plans? 
A: Still learning to write a play.  
 The Arts are a part of my life.

Q: Given a chance to change 
 one thing in the Arts and   
 culture industry, what would  
 it be?
A: Making sure that our artists 
 don’t die poor! It is a 
 challenge we are facing 
 in South Africa. Something  
 seriously needs to be done to 
 offer our artists greater   
 security benefits. 
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behinD the scenes: images from the 
proDuction shoot for the suit

outreach 
programme for 
the us embassy
The Market Theatre is 
committed to give more school 
learners the opportunity 
to experience live theatre 
performances. In partnership 
with the US Embassy, students 
from the Moletsane High School, 
Diepsloot Combined, Penelopele 
High, Orlando West High and St 
Martins High School attended a 
performance of  #TheMeeting 
as part of the US Embassy 
outreach.

last wEEk in PictUrEs
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lion king auDitons in pictures Don’t miss out on the neXt tour
Students from Tyger Valley College on a Market Theatre 
Foundation Tour. The Market Theatre Foundation Tours take 
place every Wednesday at 11:00am.
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MirriaM MakEBa 
strEEt
Market Square is bordered on 
the East by Miriam Makeba 
Street. The Market Theatre 
Foundation is proud to be 
located in a street that pays 
homage to this great South 
African legend.
 
Miriam Makeba was born on 
the 04th of March 1932. On this 
coming Saturday, she would 
have been 85 years.  She began 
singing in the school choir at 
Kilnerton Training Institute in 
Pretoria.  Miriam Makeba began 
her professional singing career 
in 1957 when she joined the 
group the Manhattan Brothers 
and toured internationally and 
thus propelling her career to 
superstardom. She was banned 
by the Nationalist government 
from returning to South Africa 
and was thus exiled in the US 

and to live in several African 
countries. She returned to South 
Africa in 1990 when apartheid 
was beginning to crumble. 
Miriam Makeba won several 
awards for her music, including 
a Grammy. She was married 
five times, including to Harry 
Belafonte and Hugh Masekela. 

Miriam Makeba died on 9 
November 2008  while taking 
part in a concert in Italy but 
her legacy lives on! We at the 
Market Theatre Foundation are 
proud that our head office is 
bordered by a street named to 
honour this great international 
legend.

Save the date for the launch of our new and exciting 
website! You’re going to love our new look and feel. 
We’ll be bringing the pulse of Newtown to your 
finger tips!

wEBsitE 
laUch
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FoUndation

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

56 Margaret Mcingana Str, 
Newtown, Johannesburg

MarkEt sqUarE 
dirEctions: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.  

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage.  

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square.  Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate.  Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance.  Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lilian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

