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WoRld 
TheATRe dAy! 

Since 1962 World Theatre 
Day has been celebrated 
by theatre professionals, 
theatre organizations, theatre 
universities and theatre 
lovers all over the world 
on the 27th of March. It is 
a day of celebration and 
reflection about the value 
and importance of the art 
form. It is a reminder that 
theatre humanizes us through 
storytelling; and that theatre 
contributes to the social and 
economic prosperity of our 
nation.

This year on World Theatre 
Day, the Market Theatre will 
join the global community in 
celebrating this 55-year old 
tradition both at home and 
abroad. The Market Theatre’s 
Artistic, James Ngcobo, 
will today participate as a 
speaker and workshop leader 
in Georgetown University’s 
Laboratory for Global 
Performance and Politics. 
Along with him, are actors 
Lesedi Job and Lebo Toko who 
will perform a scene from 
Lorraine Hansberry’s 
A Raisin in the Sun.

leAding CulTuRe in 
The 21sT CenTuRy 
Next week, the Market Theatre’s 
CEO, Ismail Mahomed, joins 
cultural leaders from around the 
globe to participate in a weeklong 
programme titled Leading Culture 
in the 21st Century at Kings College 
(London). The programme brings 
a timely, bespoke opportunity 
for arts leaders from across the 
globe to think afresh and challenge 
current ideas on issues of cultural 
leadership, resilience, creative risk 
and business innovation.

From Left: James Ngcobo, 
Lesedi Job and Lebo Toko
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Thandeka Nheke

CulTuRe suMMiT 2017
The Market Theatre’s fundraiser, 
Penny Morris, will travel to Abu 
Dhabi to participate in a 3-day 
Culture Summit. During her career 
at the Market Theatre Foundation, 
Penny Morris has raised close 
to R150 million in grants and 
sponsorship for the institution. She 
will join world leaders in engaging 
on how to grow support for the 
arts.

“The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
productions are well-known 
around the stages of the globe. Our 
voice as pioneers, innovators and 
leaders makes a difference both 
on stages and in the boardrooms 
of the arts”, said Ismail Mahomed, 
CEO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

Mahomed is a firm believer in 
the value of international cultural 
exchange for young people. This 
year, Market Theatre Laboratory 
teacher Jacques Da Silva and 
Market Theatre alumnus Tsego 
Khutsoane will travel to Hamburg 
(Germany) to join other young 
global leaders in a dialogue series 
about the value of the arts.

MARkeT TheATRe 
foundATion AbRoAd
In 2016, the Market Theatre’s 
producer, Zodwa Shongwe 
travelled to South Korea to 
engage with counterparts in their 
Performing Arts Market. 

The Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
administrator Thandeka Nheke 
travelled to Columbia while the 
Market Theatre’s lighting designer 
Thapelo Mokgosi travelled to St 

Pietersburg to work as the lighting 
designer for the Russia-South Africa 
Season. S ee page 32 for an Up & 
Close interview with Thapelo.

Penny Morris

Zodwa Shongwe Thapelo Mokgosi
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ZodWA 
shongWe: 
What did you learn from the experience? 

An insight into the wonderful and rich culture of this magnificent 
place. The landscapes boasts a combination of both the historic, 
ancient and modern sights and architect that are a catchment 
to the eye, and a marvel to experience. It brought about an in-
depth understanding and appreciation of a culture that is so rich, 
different, yet,like mine in so many ways.

How has it changed your immediate work output: Renewed 
determination?

What were the highlights and also challenges of your trip:  
Understanding the language was a challenge, however 
communication was possible. One of the highlights was to meet 
like-minded people who share a similar artistic vision which 
strongly encourages cultural cooperation between the two nations.

What is your advice to colleagues planning to travel this year?

Keep an open mind, be receptive and willing to learn as much as 
possible. Also be able to teach and engage meaningfully. Above all 
take it all in and enjoy!
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WiTs ARTs MAnAgeMenT 
inTeRns TAke up offiCe 
AT The MARkeT TheATRe
Four students from Wits 
University’s Arts Management 
programme will take up office at 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
this week for a weeklong 
internship.

Working directly under the 
supervision of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s CEO, Ismail 
Mahomed, and the Market 
Theatre’s Fundraiser Penny 
Morris, the four interns will set 
the groundwork for the first-ever 
Theatre Incubator’s Trade Fair that 
will bring together participants 
from Artscape (Cape Town), 
Playhouse Theatre (Durban), 
(PACOFS) Bloemfontein, State 
Theatre (Pretoria) and the Market 
Theatre in a weeklong interactive 
programme in June this year.

According to Penny Morris, “the 
first ever Trade Fair will be a 
dynamic opportunity for the five 
Department of Arts & Culture-
funded institutions to work 
together.”

The Wits University interns are 
Nontokozo  Masinga  
Mamodibe Ramodibe
Yamkela Fanisi
Angelinah Mofokeng

Watch Buzz next week to follow 
the experiences of the interns.

foundATion

nAledi AWARds 2017 
noMinATions ReVeAl
After much anticipation and 
deliberation by a panel of 28 judges 
over 2 days about 80 productions 
in 27 categories staged during 
2016 in more than 23 theatres, the 
Naledi Theatre Awards is proud to 
announce the Nominees for the 
2016 Naledi Theatre Awards.

Now in existence for 13 years, it has 
grown into the biggest and most 
prestigious Awards Events in SA to 
recognize and reward excellence in 
SA theatre.

THe judges aRe: 

Renos spanoudes (playwrite, actor 
and drama teacher), 
Welcome Msomi (theatre 
producer and playwrite), 
sello Maake ka `Ncube (TV and 
stage actor), 
Maishe Maponya (playwrite and 
Arts Activist), 
Helen Heldenmuth (TV producer), 
Gregory Goss (Theatre lover and 
equestrian),
johan van der Merwe (theatre 
lover and Afrikaans Festival judge), 

annelize Hicks (drama teacher), 
jenni Newman (PR and radio 
presenter), 
Matthew Counihan (drama 
teacher and actor), 
Rudi sadler (theatre reviewer and 
graphic designer), and 
Tiffany Higgo (drama teacher).

A special panel for Theatre for 
Young Audiences partnering 
with Assitej SA includes Gerard 
Bester (director Hillbrow Theatre 
Project), Allison Green (Assitej 
SA); Kgomotso Christopher (TV 
actress), Omphile Molusi (Theatre 
director and playwrite), Dorianne 
Alexander (drama teacher), Lakin 
Morgan-Baatjies (BASA) and Renos 
Spanoudes (playwrite, actor and 
drama teacher.

VeNue:  
Mannie Manim
daTe:
Monday 27 March
TiMe:  
17:30
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The Market Theatre will present 
a performance of Sophiatown 
on Saturday, 1 April at 11:00 
and that’s not an April Fool 
joke.

The News Café at Newtown 
Junction will be celebrating 
their 2nd birthday and the 
Market Theatre in a good 
neighborly spirit will be joining 
in on the fun to give visitors 
to the Newtown Junction a 
whopping birthday gift. 

The special performance of 
Sophiatown on Saturday 1 
April at 11:00 will let visitors to 
Newtown Junction to go down 
on a trip to memory lane to 
Sophiatown, a place and time 
where communities celebrated 
each other’s birthdays together. 
There will be no afternoon or 
evening performances at the 
Market Theatre on the day. 

MARkeT TheATRe 
Joins in on neWs CAfÉ’s 
biRThdAy  

WhAT’s on AT 
The MARkeT 
phoTo WoRkshop!

phoTo
WoRkshop

exhibiTion
Re-Imagining Sharpeville is 
a photographic account of 
contemporary Sharpeville, produced 
by the 2015 Tierney Mentorship 
Awardee, Tsepo Gumbi. The 
exhibition is currently on show at 
the Photographer’s Gallery at the 
Market Theatre and will run till the 
end of 31 March  2017.
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Photo Incubator: Edition Two 
opens at the Market Photo 
Workshop Gallery on Wednesday 
29 April 2017.

The Market Photo Workshop, in 
partnership with the Department 
of Arts and Culture, will present 

the exhibition Photo Incubator: 
Edition Two produced by the 
nine Photography Incubator 
Programme Cycle Two 
participants. The exhibition will 
open on the 29 March 2017 at 
the Market Photo Workshop in 
Newtown, Johannesburg.

 The 9 photographers exhibiting 
are:

Angus MacKinnon
Chris Stamatiou
Hemisha Bhana
Jacques Nelles
Jeremia Mogapi
Mandisa Buthelezi
Philisa Zibi
Thabo Mokale
Thulani Mbele

This programme was developed 
as an opportunity for practicing 
photographers, who require 
assistance in launching their 
professional careers, to refine 
and expand their practice. The 
main objectives are to develop 
local content and local artistic 
economies primarily in townships 
by creating opportunities for 
access to industry knowledge 
and skills based resources for 
enterprise development.

12

phoTo inCubAToR: 
ediTion TWo 

ngAle:  
seeing beyond... 

Here is Durban today? Who is 
Durban today? This landmark 
project takes root in the Durban 
Centre for Photography (DCP)’s 
interaction with dynamic, 
contemporary African urbanity. 

The DCP seeks to visualize a 
‘hidden Durban’ through its 
latest work; Ngale. 
The concept of Ngale explores 
aesthetic possibilities of 
seeing beyond; the ordinary, 
the unobserved - questioning 
realities and catalyzing a new 
understanding of Durban, 
shifting outmoded perceptions, 
an interrogation, a search of 
what could be. 

The participating photographers 
are Peter McKenzie, Liza du 
Plessis, Paulo Menezes, Sam 
Mukanya, Mluleki Dlamini, 
Mandisa Buthelezi, Llungelo 
Makhanya, Sandisiwe 
Nzungane, Busani Gcabashe, 
Simanga Zondo, Sibusiso Shaka 
Ngcobo and Olga von Eck

The exhibition opens 29 March 
2017 at 18:00 at Gallery 1989. 

phoTo
WoRkshop

13
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neWs
Congrats to the following Market 
Photo Workshop alumni for 
being nominated for the 2017 
World Press Photo Joop Swart 
Masterclass

john Wessels Photojournalism 
and Documentary Programme 
2015, 

Lindokuhle sobekwa Linda 
Foundation Course 2016
Tshepiso Mazibuko Advanced 
Programme in Photography 2016

The event is run annually for the 
world’s most talented emerging 
visual journalists and is designed 
to support and enhance diversity 
in visual journalism.

Click Here for more information:
www.worldpressphoto.org

Former MPW student Nombuso 
Bhogolo completed the 
Foundation and Intermediate 
courses in 2013/14 has been 
featured on Between 10 and 5. 

As stated in the piece published 
on Between 10 and 5; 

‘In her evocative photo essay 
The death of my grandparents, 
Cape Town based photographer 
Nombuso Bhogolo tells of her and 
her family’s process of grieving 
the passing of her dearly loved 
grandparents. She took the below 
series of analog photographs of 
her nephews, younger brother 

and aunt in her hometown 
Siyabuswa in Mpumalanga, to 
embody this mourning and their 
absence aesthetically.’

Click Here for more information:
www.10and5.com

Congrats to the following MPW 
alumni for being selected as a 
finalist for the SA Taxi foundation 
Art Award;

Lebohang Kganye Advanced 
Programme 2010

Mpho Mokgadi Advanced 
Programme in Photography 2013

Themba Mbuyisa Advanced 
Programme in Photography 2014

phoTo
WoRkshop

In 2015 the Market Photo 
Workshop’s public programming, 
with the support of the 
Department of Arts and Culture, 
saw the launch of a 5-month 
long Photography Incubator 
Programme developed as an 
opportunity for practicing 
photographers, who require 
assistance in launching 
their professional careers, 
to refine and expand their 
practice. Over the 5 months, 
the Photography Incubator 
Programme provided nine 
photographers with practical 
experience and exposure to 
relevant and critical aspects 
of the photography industry 
in South Africa. The various 
programme activities were 
envisaged as a transfer of skills, 
experience, knowledge and 
professional practice that could 
move talented photographers 
into a more advanced stage 
professionally. There are several 
areas of asymmetry in the 
post-apartheid photography 
society, where many emerging 

photographers’ still struggle to 
put out their work in relevant 
desired spaces. As a result, these 
photographers find that their 
work receives little respect and 
no acknowledgement. With a 
good number of photographers 
ultimately forced out of the 
profession, The Photography 
Incubator Programme is an 
initiative responding to the 

countless shortfalls in the 
development of budding 
photographers. The programme 
sought to address the difficulties 
for emerging photographers, 
who struggle to attain access 
to skills and credentials that 
facilitate independent thought 
and competence.

phoTo 
inCubAToR: 
ediTion TWo 
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young@home

daTe: 
28 March 2017
TiMe:
14:30
VeNue:
Ramolao Makhene 

The Hillbrow Theatre Project 
will preview their exciting new 
production young@home. A 
partnership between Hillbrow 
Theatre Project, Danish 
Theatre Company C:NTACT, and 
Tswelopele Frail Care Centre, 
young@home is an inter-
generational production that 
brings together the youth and 
elderly residents of Hillbrow. 
Young ones dream of a future 
while the more advanced in age 
reflect on paths ventured. The 

production, which will perform 
at the 19th ASSITEJ World 
Congress and International 
Theatre Festival for Children 
and Young People in May, is 
a presentation of personal 
stories of Hillbrow as home – an 

exploration of notions of home 
and community in a city with a 
long history of ever-changing 
migrant communities. 

lAboRAToRy

WhAT’s on AT 
The MARkeT 
lAboRAToRy!

17

PHiLiP diKOTLa 

daTe: 
31 March 2017
1 April 2017
TiMe:
08:00 & 15:00
VeNue:
Ramolao Makhene 

Bookings now open! 

Laugh your heart out at this 
fantastic comedy show while 
supporting a Market Theatre 
Laboratory student’s journey 
to success!

Tickets prices R100 pp 
Performance times: Friday 31 
March and Saturday 1 April at 
8pm & Sunday 2 April at 3pm
Proceeds go to the Market 
Laboratory fundraiser. 
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A partnership between The 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
POPArt Theatre (Maboneng)
began in 2015 with the 
intention to provide the 
students with hands on practical 
experience in producing, 
administrating, marketing 
and touring productions in a 
course facilitated by POPArt. 
The students worked with 
professional directors on two 

pieces to be staged, each a 
week at a time, at the POPArt 
Theatre. 

This year, the partnership 
continues with the students 
presenting their produced 
work at the POPArt Theatre 
this April. The students will be 
accommodated on their tour 
in the Maboneng area through 
a partnership that the POPArt 

Theatre has facilitated with the 
local backpackers, Curiocity.
com.  

Under the guidance of 
professional directors Mahlatsi 
Mokgonyana and Ndumiso 
Lwazi Msimanga, two refreshed 
adaptations of Greek classics 
will appear on the POPArt 
Stage:

The MARkeT lAboRAToRy And 
popART TheATRe (MAboneng) 
pARTneRship 

LYsisTRaTa 
06 - 09 april at POPart 

directed by Mahlatsi 
Mokgonyana 

The Greek classic comedy 
by Aristophanes is about to 
hit POPArt stages- refreshed, 
revised and Africanised, as 
audiences have come to 
expect from director Mahlatsi 
Mokgoyana (Just Antigone, The 
Summoning of Everyman). In 
this classic fable, gender based 
issues are explored as the 
women of the town stage a sex 
strike in order to stop a raging 
war between the men. Want to 
know what happens when this 
is set in a modern day South 
Africa? You’ll have to get to 
POPArt from 6 - 9 April to find 
out. 

THe LOVe OF THe NigHTiNgaLe
13 - 16 april at POPart 

directed by Nondumiso Lwazi 
Msimaga 

When questions go unanswered 
because society fears its own 
truths... A woman speaks. 
A tragic myth of never-
ending shackles mirrors the 
injustices of today. The Love 
of the Nightingale, written 
by Timberlake Wertenbaker, 
releases the realities from the 
myth of Philomele. Her violated 
voice breaks the unrelenting 
curse.

Nondumiso Lwazi Msimanga 
directs this adaptation of the 
myth of the rape of Philomele 
in collaboration with a cast of 
six-strong Market Lab ingenues 
that bring the myth home. 

BOOKiNgs
Bookings for these shows are 
available online via the POPArt 
website: www.popartcentre.
co.za

lAboRAToRy

lAboRAToRy
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WoMen CRush 

WednesdAys

lAboRAToRy

Men CRush 

MondAys

The Market Laboratory celebrate men and woman in the arts.
Follow us every week to see our new crush.

#MCM / #MenCrushMonday
#WCW / WomanCrushWednesday

#MarketTheatreLaboratory
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pRofiling

THaPeLO MOKgOsi  
is the Production Manager at the Market Theatre. During November 
2016, he travelled to St Pietersburg to light the South African shows in 
the Russia-South Africa Season. 

Q: What do you enjoy most about  
 your job?
A: Communicating with different  
 people, having contact with 
 different suppliers and visiting  
 their companies. Getting the  
 opportunity to work and interact  
 with well-known interesting 
 people. Finding creative way 
 to solve problems and   
 connecting  with people to 
 help them solve their problems.

Q:  What makes your job   
 interesting? 
A:  Coping with different attitudes  
 of ad hoc technical personnel  

 and their personalities,
 encouraging them to be the
 best, while achieving the   
 main target. Keeping peace and
 maintaining a sense of humor  
 and not losing sight of the main  
 target.

Q:  are there any success stories  
 you wish to share?
A: Being nominated for the Naledi  
 Award for best lighting designer.  
 Being part of the Lepatata team  
 that won best ensemble for the
 Naledi Awards. Being chosen  
 from 15 applicants to be Lighting  
 designer for SABC airtime 

GET TO KNOW yOuR MARKET THEATRE FOuNDATION 
PERSONALITIES. up Close and personal wiTH...

 (outside broadcasting),   
 being part of Amajuba Team  
 which won Herald Angel award  
 at Edinburgh International Arts
 Festival. Chosen  to be the   
 Lighting Designer for   
 South Africa – Russia Season in  
 Russia. Being able to travel all  
 over the world with different  
 South African productions.

Q:  describe yourself in one   
 sentence? 
A: I am perfectionist who strives  
 to get what he wants.

Q:  Please tell us something about
 the career path you’ve   
 followed and in what way is it  
 better than  others you could  
 have followed?

A:  It’s very challenging,  
 expecting me to think out   
 of the box so that my work  
 becomes perfect, it is not just  
 any job, it’s a very unique job.  
 It allows me to welcome new  
 hard challenges. 
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MAgiCAl 
pRoduCTions 
TAke CenTRe sTAge AT The 
MARkeT TheATRe 

sOPHiaTOWN
a TaLe aBOuT TRiuMPH!
VeNue
John Kani
daTes
31 March - 14 May 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:00
Sun 15:00

The play is a life history of the mid-
1950s township, Sophiatown, in 
west central Johannesburg, South 
Africa; one of the only places at 
that time where black people could 
own property. It became a cultural 
and ethnic melting pot – a vibrant 
community made up of some 
of South Africa’s most notable 
gangsters, journalists, writers, 
musicians and politicians. That is, 
until it was declared a ‘black spot’ 
by the government under the 
1954 Group Areas Act and was 
destroyed.

#sophiatown

iTsOseNg
VeNue
Ramolao Makhene
daTes
7 April - 7 May 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Ten years after the Market 
Laboratory alumnus Omphile 
Molusi premiered his solo play 
Itsoseng about a township in the 
North-West province that was 
embroiled in service delivery 
protests, the play remains relevant 
today as it was back at that time. 

Itsoseng also received glowing 
accolades in South Africa and 
abroad. At the Edinburgh Festival, 
it won the Scotsman Fringe First 
Award before transferring to 
London’s Soho Theatre.

The Market Theatre will give 
Molusi’ s solo play Itsoseng a new 
rein of life when Lesedi Job re-
imagines and directs the play with 
cast of seven actors most of whom 

are Market Theatre Laboratory 
alumni. Lesedi has proven her 
mettle as a forceful young director 
earlier this year when she directed 
Mike van Graan’s When Swallows 
Cry playing to sold out audiences 
and standing ovations.

Itsoseng, which means ‘wake 
yourself up’, paints a compelling 
portrait of a young man who 
is desperate for change in an 
impoverished community that 
lacks basic services like proper 
schooling, sanitation and housing. 
Lesedi’s recreation of Itsoseng will 
be interspersed with Setswana and 
it will give a personal view of post-
apartheid township life.

Omphile Molusi was the first 
winner of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s Brett Goldin Bursary 
which gave him the opportunity to 
travel to Stratford upon Avon for 
classical training. His play Itsoseng 
is now a setwork for high schools. 

#KasiLove
#itsoseng
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isiTHuNZi
2016 ZWaKaLa FesTiVaL WiNNeR
VeNue
Ramolao Makhene
daTes
26 May - 18 June 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

During 2007 the “Reitz Four” 
incident at the University of Free 
During 2007 the “Reitz Four” 
incident at the University of Free 
State, a video about four white 
male students that displayed 
despicable behaviour towards 
a group of black middle aged 
cleaning staff went viral. The 
students called the incident “their 
own take of integration.” The 
incident called for introspection on 
the university campus. 

Isithunzi, the 2016 winner of 
the 24th Zwakala Festival at the 
Market Theatre gets to the depth 
of this disgraceful and humiliating 
incident in a family when two boys, 
UScelo and uMuzi, sons of one of 
the ladies humiliated in the video 
attempt to come to grips with the 
impact of the incident on their 
family’s reputation and stability.

#isithunzi

THe suiT
Can THeMba season

VeNue
Mannie Manim
daTes
05 May - 04 June 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Set in Sophiatown against the 
backdrop of forced removals in the 
1950s, The Suit is Can Themba’s 
most famous work. Adapted for 
the stage by Mothobi Mutloatse 
and Barney Simon and directed 
by James Ngcobo, the charming 
tale leads the audience through a 
dark tragi-comedy about infidelity, 
revenge and remorse. 

Themba created The Suit to be 
a character in its own right as 
a physical reminder of a dead 
romance. Siyabonga Twala playing 
Philemon and Zola Nombona 
playing Mathilda in this beautiful 
and poignant story about love and 
forgiveness, The Suit is testimony 
to why Can Themba’s rich legacy 
of unique South African stories 
continues to humanise us.

#Thesuit
#CanThemba
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CHilaHaebolae
VeNue
Barney Simon
daTes
19-28 May 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

Wits Theatre in association with 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
presents Chilahaebolae,  a 
satirical play written by Kgafela oa 
Magogodi. This allegory presents 
the world of Phokobje, the Jackal, 
who sets out in search of a long-
lost friend Mpja, the dog. He soon 
discovers that things are not as 
they used to be. He finds that 
Mpja has cut ties with Nageng 
and is swimming in the fat of 
Chilahaebolae’s suburban bliss. 

Packed with adventure and 
laughter, Chilahaebolae is a thrilling 
theatrical experience which taps 
into the Basarwa tradition of 
subversive storytelling. 

#Chilahaebolae

THe inConvenienCe 
OF WiNgs
VeNue
Mannie Manim
daTes
14 June - 16 July 2017
TiMe
Tue - Sat 20:15
Sun 15:15

inconvenience of wings 
scoops top awards at the 
Fleur du Cap:

Best Director: Lara Foot
Best Actress: jennifer steyn
Best Actor: andrew Buckland

South Africans were  recently 
devastated by the loss of 97 mental 
health patients in the Esidimeni 
tragedy and it is for this reason 
that Lara Foot’s  latest provocative 
and topical play The Inconvenience 
of Wings about mental health 
feels more relevant and necessary 
than ever. The play brings bipolar 
disorders out of the dark and to the 
fore, and tackles the supporting 
issues of friendship, dysfunction, 
addiction and angels.

Foot has assembled South Africa’s 
leading actors for this show. Multi-
award winning actors Andrew 
Buckland and Jeniffer Steyn have 
both scooped the Fleur du Cap 
Award for their leading roles in 
the play. Mncedisi Shabangu who 
performs alongside Buckland 
and Steyn is also a multi-award 
winning actor and he is one one 
of the most successful alumni to 
gradutate from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory. 

#Wings
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CrepusCule
VeNue
Playhouse Theatre (Durban)
daTes          
1 - 7 May 2017

“With palpably gorgeous language 
and featuring some truly brilliant 
set decisions by the inimitable 
Nadya Cohen, the work is compact 

and edgy as it is completely 
engaging. In short, it is flawless: 
a work where every nuance is 
thought through and taken care of, 
a product which offers a portrait 
of Sophiatown that jives and beats 
and weeps and lives. See it.”
- Robyn Sassen
#Crepuscule

Tau
VeNue
Vryfees (Bloemfontein)
daTes 
18 - 22 July 2017 

Winner of the 2016 Zwakala 
Theatre Festival.
“Tau is a brave story of a boy 
for whom change and time are 
the only constant variables. Tau 

questions himself as he questions 
the world, trying to understand the 
world and his place in it. Finding 
and losing himself in his friends, 
family and village. How can you 
be like others when you are so 
different it scares you? What is it 
that really defines a man?”
- Musings & Musicals Blog
#Tau

suddeNLY THe sTORM 
VeNue Baxter Theatre  (Cape Town)         
daTes 5 June - 9 July 2017 

VeNue Vryfees (Bloemfontein)                  
daTes 18 - 22 July 2017 

VeNue Playhouse Theatre (Durban)          
daTes 7 - 13 August 2017

Written by Paul Slabolepzy and 
directed by Bobby Heaney, 
Suddenly the Storm is a whirlwind 
of mixed emotions – greed, love, 
loss and healing, Suddenly the 
Storm touches on topics that make 
this country so rich and rewarding 
for those who can brave its storms.
#suddenlyThestorm

THe suiTCase
VeNue  Hull Truck Theatre (UK)
daTes UK Tour dates and venues 
to be announced shortly. 

The Suitcase is a short story by 
Es’kia Mphahlele, adapted for 
the stage by the Market Theatre’s 
Artistic Director James Ngcobo 
with music from Hugh Masekela 
and choreography by Gregory 
Magoma. It follows a young 
couple from the South African 

province of KwaZulu-Natal who 
seek a better life in the city, soon 
to realise that urban life is cold, 
cruel and unwelcoming. With 
unemployment and pregnancy in 
the mix, a split-second decision is 
made which sets the couple on an 
unexpected course. The month-
long UK tour is supported by Arts 
Council England’s Strategic Touring 
Fund.

Be suRe TO TeLL YOuR FRieNds aNd FaMiLY TO see OuR HiT 
sHOWs! 

MarKeT THeaTre produCTions 
gO ON TOuR 
MaRKeT THeaTRe is gOiNg ON THe ROad

Four productions which played to successful houses at the Market Theatre will now enthrall audiences in 
Cape Town, Durban, Bloemfontein and in the UK.
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open dAnCe ClAsses

Because of the public holiday this week the Dance Class will move 
to wednesday and Thursday @17h30 till 18h30 – don’t miss out on 
your weekly dose of superb dancing!

lAboRAToRy
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The regular matinee performances will 
kick in with the return of Sophiatown a 
heart-warming musical that will evoke 
nostalgic memories about a time and 
place of almost mythical proportions. 
The play is rich with the original 
sounds of the place once dubbed the 
Chicago of South Africa. Sophiatown 
tells a story of a Jewish girl who moves 
into the tiny home of a shebeen 
queen in this vibrant suburb. The eight 
characters bring their dreams and 
hopes alive through song and comedy. 

Bookings for the matinees shows can 
also be made via the online booking 
system at www.webtickets.com or by 
calling the Theatre’s box office on 011 
832 1641 ext 108. 

The box office is open from 09h00 - 
20h00. Patrons can also book tickets 
for any Market Theatre production at 
any Pick ’n Pay outlet

#wednesdayMatinees
#dayshows

05 ApRil

fiRsT MARkeT TheATRe
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On Friday 24 March at the Creative 
Mornings Johannesburg talk.  
Speaker Justin Dingwall spoke 
about Albinism, stating that he has 
purposely made it taboo to create 
awareness.

Next talk dates and guest speaker 
information to be announced in 
April 2017. 

CReATiVe 
MoRnings

Justin Dingwall
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The Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Senior Publicist 
joined the production team 
working on Itsoseng to 
experience conditions in the 
townships for themselves. Here 
she describes the journe:

“As the Market Theatre creative 
team left Johannesburg 
for Itsoseng the mood was 
exhilarating and filled with 
emotions of experiencing the 
unknown. As we descended in 
Zone 1 the mood quickly turned 

into research mode as we were 
in an information excavation 
tour of the award-winning play 
written by Omphile Molusi – we 
wanted to experience some of 
the places he mentions in the 
play and to engage with the 
people of Itsoseng. The director, 
Lesedi Job quickly divided the 
group into three so that they 
can have a varied experience 
of the place. Once the locals 
found out what our mission 
was they excitedly volunteered 
information about the place. 

One of the key things we 
found was the feeling of hope 
that people had but also how 
deserted the place looked 
and full of young people 
wandering the streets – has 
our government done enough 
to rebuild the town and its 
community? 

As the night time approached 
the locals didn’t want the 
creative team to leave and 
some promised to attend the 
show in Johannesburg”

iTsoseng 
TouR
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foundATion

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lilian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

MARkeT squARe 
diReCTions: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right.  

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage.  

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square.  Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate.  Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance.  Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lilian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.


