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The Market Laboratory and  the 
Hilbrow Theatre – a partnership 
that counts 

A five-year partnership with 
the Market Laboratory that has 
grown in leaps and bounds. The 
partnership counts for more 
than nine days of performances. 
The Inner-City High Schools’ 
Drama Festival is a culmination 
of months of workshops and 
training, with student facilitators 
from the Market Laboratory.  
The students spend time in 
classrooms teaching , forming 
bonds with young people and 
nurturing their talent.

“I watched children who were 
voiceless, who were rebellious, 
who couldn’t concentrate, go 
from being life’s outcasts to life’s 
conquerors. They now have 
purpose and a will to achieve 
their dreams,” Sibongile Fisher 
is an alumnus of the Market 
Laboratory and has facilitated 
drama workshops for the festival 
since 2013. Sibongile was so 
inspired by witnessing the impact 
theatre can have on young lives 
that she went on to initiate the 
Indalo Inter-High Drama and 
Poetry Festival in Tembisa last 
year. 

The Market Theatre Foundation is 
proud of its association with the 
Hillbrow Theatre; and in particular 
its students and alumni who 
remain committed to the success 
of the Inner-City High Schools’ 
Drama Festival. Every high school 
learner participating in this year’s 
Inner-City High Schools’ Drama 
Festival will attend the Market 
Theatre’s popular Tour of the 
Market Theatre (see page 32 for 
details about the tour) and attend 
at least one production presented 
on the Market Theatre’s main 
stages. 

HILLBROW THEATRE 
---- A PARTNERSHIP 
THAT COUNTS
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INNER-CITY HIGH SCHOOLS 
DRAMA FESTIVAL 2017 

For the 13th consecutive year, the 
dynamic Inner-City High Schools’ 
Drama Festival in Hillbrow will 
inspire creativity and promote 
positive change. The Inner City 
High Schools’ Drama Festival 
was established in 2005 by the 
Hillbrow Theatre facilitators 
to give a platform to new and 
original works created by school 
learners.

“The Festival itself offers dramatic 
arts experiences and skills directly 
to inner-city schools,” explains 
Hillbrow Theatre Director, Gerard 
Bester, “while the outreach 
programme provides drama 
training to inner-city learners – we 
assist, guide and mentor them in 
the production of the plays that 
they enter into the Festival.” 

The Festival goes a long way in 
helping to promote theatre in 
the inner city high schools and 
to contribute towards building 
positive attitudes within the inner 
city. Through drama and other 
arts projects inner city learners 
engage and deal with issues that 
affect them. The Festival gives a 
platform to new stories created 
and performed by the youth who 
experience life in the inner city of 
Johannesburg. This project also 
promotes dialogue between the 
various inner-city schools and 
helps to build a strong and vibrant 
inner-city community.

“Theatre and arts have kept me 
from doing some of the bad 
things that are around in Hillbrow, 
like drugs or crime,” says Bigboy 

Ndlovu, a Hillbrow Theatre 
Project participant in the Festival 
throughout his high school career. 

This year,  the Festival is 
presented in partnership with the 
Department of Arts and Culture, 
Rand Merchant Bank (RMB), 
the Market Theatre Laboratory, 
Bread for the World, Assitej South 
African, Hillbrow Radio, Exclusive 
Books and the Johannesburg Arts 
Alive International Festival.

The Inner-City Schools Festival 
runs from Friday 1 to Saturday 
9 September at the Hillbrow 
Theatre.
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The Inner-City High Schools’ 
Drama Festival creates thirty one 
employment opportunities for 
young arts practitioners who go 
into inner-city schools to work with 
the learners on a weekly basis. 
The Market Theatre Foundation 
is proud of its twelve Market 
Theatre Laboratory alumni who 
are employed to work in various 
schools. In addition, second-year 
students from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory gain practice working 
as facilitators at various inner-city 
schools in the build-up to the Inner-
city High Schools Drama’ Festival. 

“The impact of the partnership 
between the Market Theatre 
Laboratory and Hillbrow Theatre 
has been far greater than I initially 
imagined – I am amazed and 
delighted by how many alumni 
continue to work with schools 
in the inner city, and how it has 
re-shaped and focused the career 
trajectory of many of the Market 
Theatre Laboratory students. I 
look forward to building on this 
partnership to provide more 
opportunities for young people in 
the city to experience the arts”, says 
Clara Vaughn, Head of the Market 
Theatre Laboratory.

The multiplier effect of the Inner-
City Schools Drama Festival is 
enormous. Apart from giving inner-
city youth a platform to create plays 
dealing with issues that directly 
affect their lives and the Festival’s 
ability to provide employment 
opportunities for young arts 
practitioners, the Inner-City 
High Schools’ Drama Festival is a 
generator for future and sustainable 
audiences for all theatres in the 
greater-Johannesburg”, said Ismail 
Mahomed, the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

HIGH SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
CREATES EMPLOYMENT 
FOR ARTISTS IN THE CITY



Last Sunday, a raging gunman 
fired shots in the Hillbrow Theatre 
killing one person and injuring 
several others. The arts community 
has come out in full force to 
lament the incident, support the 
Hillbrow Theatre and to affirm the 
vital role that it plays in building 
Johannesburg through the arts.

Salome Pooe, a graduate of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory, was 
among the first artists to make her 
voice heard:

“I was horribly saddened to hear 
about the unforeseeable crime that 
took place at the Hillbrow Theatre 
on Sunday.  I am writing this as a 
sign of support. Hillbrow  theatre 
was a great  foundation that sprung 
forth my career and for many others 

from the Market Theatre Laboratory 
class of 2012. 
 
My deepest condolences to the 
family that lost their lives and a 
speedy recovery to the wounded. 
 
May the staff at the Hillbrow 
Theatre be comforted in this time 
and know that you have been 
nothing but a great influence in 
Hillbrow and the industry as a 
whole. We cannot control what 
happens to us but we can be in 
control of our reaction to it; and 
I don’t believe saying yes and 
allowing crime to shut us up is the 
correct response to this.  I know the 
annual School’s festival is upon us. 
Let not crime win.  This will be the 
most successful Festival and we will 
have a new story to tell.” 

HILLBROW THEATRE : 
A NEW STORY TO TELL
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Above: Salome Pooe, a graduate of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory
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KOFI ANNAN ATTENDS THE 
MARKET THEATRE’S THE 
SUITCASE

Former UN chief Kofi Annan joins 
the long list of global celebrities 
and world leaders who make a 
point of seeing a Market Theatre 
production. Annan attended 
a performance of the Market 
Theatre’s The Suitcase at the Hull 
Truck Theatre in the UK.  

Kofi Annan is Ghanaian diplomat 
who served as the seventh 

Secretary-General of the United 
Nations from January 1997 to 
December 2006. Annan and the 
UN were the co-recipients of 
the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize. He 
is the founder and chairman of 
the Kofi Annan Foundation, as 
well as chairman of The Elders, 
an international organization 
founded by Nelson Mandela.

Annan was in Hull to deliver a 
speech at the Hull City Hall as part 
of the annual Wilberforce Lecture, 
which was established in honour 
of Hull-born William Wilberforce, 
the politician who led the 18th 
century movement to abolish the 
slave trade.

The Suitcase, based on a story 
by Es’kia Mpahlele and adapted 
and directed for the stage by the 
Market Theatre’s artistic director, 
James Ngcobo is part of the 

city’s Freedom Festival, which 
was established in 2007 on the 
200th anniversary of the abolition 
of the slave trade. Previous 
Wilberforce lectures have been 
led by Desmond Tutu, former 
Archbishop of Cantebury Rowan 
Williams and Nigerian playwright 
Wole Soyinka.

This year’s Freedom Festival takes 
place during Hull’s tenure as the 
UK’s City of Culture 2017. 
The 5-week tour of The Suitcase 
is funded by the National Lottery 
(UK) and Arts Council England’s 
Strategic Touring fund. Following 
the UK tour, The Suitcase will 
return to the Market Theatre.  
The Johannesburg season is 
funded by the Ford Foundation.

Above: Kofi Annan



In December 1987, more than 300 
South African artists performed 
and discussed the cultural future of 
South Africa in Amsterdam’s main 
theatres. Film-maker Maarten 
Rens captured the event billed as 
Culture in Another South Africa 
(CASA) in his film Before Dawn.

Thirty years later this discussion 
will take place again. The Embassy 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
and the Market Theatre 
Foundation will use the Maarten 
Rens’s documentary as a catalyst 
to bring Dutch and South African 
artists of a different generation 
together at the Market Theatre 
Foundation from Thursday 14 to 
Monday 18 September to critically 
reflect on the CASA ’87 events and 
to envision new possibilities. 

The film-screening will form 
part of a series of events, Re-
Envisioning CASA, supported by 
the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands across the Market 
Photo Workshop, Market Theatre 
Laboratory, Market Theatre and 

the Windybrow Arts Centre.
“As South Africa’s leading cultural 
institution we are delighted to 
partner with the Embassy of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands to 
promote a multi-disciplinary 
programme of film-screenings, 
workshops, performances and 
discussions across our different 
business units to critically reflect 
on the CASA ’87 event and to 
engage the minds of a different 
generation of artists to envision 
the possibilities for the future of 
cultural collaboration between 
South Africa and Dutch artists.”, 
said Ismail Mahomed, CEO of the 
Market Theatre Foundation.

Ambassador of the Netherlands 
in South Africa, Marisa Gerards 
says “This 5 day event reflects 
on the ideals and results of the 
CASA conference in Amsterdam 
thirty years ago and is a wonderful 
reason to celebrate the lively 
cultural relations between our two 
countries with 5 days of cultural 
activities. 

Re-Envisioning CASA will ignite 
conversations that will inspire 
artists to innovative ways to 
grow and engage in dynamic 
partnerships. The five day event 
presented by the Market Theatre 
Foundation in partnership with the 
Embassy of the Kingdom will take 
place from Thursday 14 to Monday 
18 September. 

Details about the full programme 
will be available in next week’s 
issue of Buzz and as from 
Wednesday 6 September on the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s 
website www.markettheatre.co.za

CREATING A NEW NARRATIVE 
FOR A 30-YEAR LEGACY
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WINNER OF MARKET 
PHOTO WORKSHOP  
ALUMNUS AWARD 
ANNOUNCED

Dahlia Maubane is the winner 
of the Market Photo Workshop’s 
inaugural Alumnus Award. A 
selection of Dahlia’s winning work 
from her photographic series Woza 
Sisi will be exhibited at the Market 
Photo Workshop stand at the 2017 
FNB Joburg Art Fair.

She studied at the National 
School of the Arts and completed 
a Bachelor of Technology in 
Multimedia at the University of 
Johannesburg in 2009. She went 
on to study at the Market Photo 
Workshop in 2010, completing 
the Foundation and Intermediate 
photography courses. 

Maubane has participated 
in Market Photo Workshop’s 
Makweteng Heritage Project 

2011-2012, Joburg Photo Harare 
Masterclass 2013, and My Joburg: 
Short Change exhibition at La 
Maison Rouge Gallery, Paris. She 
was the Photographer in Residence 
at the 2012 International Summer 
Academy of Fine Arts in Salzburg 
and participated in the inaugural 
Kampala Art Biennale 2014. 

The Market Photo Workshop 
Alumnus Award provides the 
winner with financial support to  
exhibit their selected works at the 
Market Photo Workshop stand 
at the FNB Joburg Art Fair from 
Friday, 8 – Sunday, 10 September 
2017. The winner also receives an 
amount of R15 000.00 towards 
continuing the development of the 
selected body of work.

The FNB Joburg Art Fair, now in 
its tenth year, is Africa’s leading 
art fair focused on presenting the 
finest of contemporary African art 
alongside memorable exhibitions 
and groundbreaking initiatives from 
the continent and diaspora.

Dahlia Maubane’s multi-media 
project, Woza Sisi explores how 
women street hairstylists working 
in the Johannesburg CBD and in 
Mahikeng negotiate, navigate and 
shape complex demarcated trading 
zones in urban spaces. Visibility is 
important for the hairstylists; they 
have to call potential clients in a 
persuasive way - woza sisi, woza 
uzobona, woza nice. 
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Business is normally scarce as the 
hairstylists are often locked in a 
tight competition for customers. 
The hairstylists are expected to be 
patient, polite and understanding 
to have satisfied clients and be 
able to produce value at a minimal 
cost. Woza Sisi aims to uncover a 

group of women street hairstylists’ 
urban experience and explore 
their relationship with the city of 
Johannesburg and the economy.

Maubane’s on-going body of 
work, Woza Sisi was one of the 
10 open call projects during the 

Joburg Photo Umbrella, a project 
of the SA-UK Seasons 2014 & 
2015 partnership between the 
Department of Arts & Culture and 
the British Council.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

Left: Dalia Maubane  Right: Woza Sisi, Photo by © Dahlia Maubane
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ICONIC STORYTELLERS IN 
EXCLUSIVE BOOKS PAN-
AFRICAN READING ROOM
Each week, Buzz highights some of the prized books available at the Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading 
Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre. This week, Buzz shines the spotlight on Bessie Head’s The Collector of 
Treasures, K.Sello Duiker’s The Quiet Violence of Dreams and Nelson Mandela’s autobiography, Long Walk to 
Freedom.
 
The Collector of Treasures
Bessie Head

In this collection of short stories 
Bessie Head focuses on the 
Batswana village, telling tales of 
oppression of women by men, 
of villagers coming to terms 
with life post-Independence, 
of breakdown of family life. An 
acutely observed and damning 
commentary. 

The Quiet Violence of Dreams
K. Sello Duiker

Duiker’s novel is a visceral, 
unsettling Buildingsroman about a 
young student at Rhodes trying to 
makes sense of a traumatic past 
in a violent country, who is sent to 
the Valkenburg mental facility in 
Cape Town. 

 

Long Walk To Freedom
Nelson Mandela

The enthralling memoirs of the 
outstanding moral and political 
leader of our time, Long Walk 
to Freedom is the exhilarating 
story of an epic life, a story of 
hardship, resilience and ultimate 
triumph told with the clarity and 
eloquence of a born leader. 
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Member of the Council of the 
Market Theatre Foundation, 
Shado Twala is a South African 
radio DJ, journalist, entrepreneur 
and radio and television 
producer best known as a judge 
on SA’s Got Talent.  Born and 

raised in Cape Town, she first 
came to public attention in 1989 
when she was chosen as the best 
presenter in a national poll that 
won her a trip to New York on an 
exchange programme to learn 
more about presenting. 

Shado Twala started her career 
at Bop Radio in the 1980s. Later 
radio positions include 702 Talk 
Radio, Radio Metro, P4 Radio, 
567 Cape Talk Radio and Heart 
104.9FM (which was P4 radio 
rebranded). During this time, she 
also wrote articles for the Sunday 
Times, Two Tone Magazine, 
Tribute Magazine and the Old 
Mutual Jazz Heritage Magazine. 
She is currently managing her 
own entertainment business, 
Black Olive Entertainment. 

She serves as the Chairperson of 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Artistic Committee and is a 
powerful driver of dialogue 
about the power of the arts in a 
post-apartheid South Africa.

MARKET THEATRE 
PERSONALITIES

DRIVER OF TALK AT 
THE MARKET THEATRE 
FOUNDATION



Wilhelm Disbergen, the 
creative genius behind 
the set for Tamasha on 
Hope Street (see page 
19),  is a prolific set, 
lighting, costume, and 
audio-visual designer. 
After graduating from 
the University of the 
Witwatersrand, he 
moved to London, 
where he worked in 
major design studios 
and at The National 
Theatre. 

Back in South Africa, 
he regularly works 
in all major theatres 
including Artscape, 
the Joburg Theatre, 
The Playhouse 

and the South African State 
Theatre. His work has been seen 
internationally at arts festivals 
in Europe, the United Kingdom, 
and West Africa (notably the 
World Festival of Black Arts). He 
is equally adept at designing for 
all performing arts forms, and is 
a multiple winner at the annual 
Naledi Theatre Awards. 

His highlights at the Market 
Theatre include, Guga Mzimba, 
Aint Misbehavin’ co-produced 
The Mountaintop, Have You Seen 
Zandile? and In My End, Is My 
Beginning. 
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INSPIRING 
CONFIDENCE 
THROUGH 
SERVICE

The Market Theatre Foundation 
receives many accolades from 
patrons about staff who go the 
extra mile to make their experience 
memorable and enjoyable. The 
Market Theatre Foundation has 
a compliment of 62 employees 
excluding adhoc staff. The 

employees are passionate and work 
tirelessly to ensure high quality 
output.

This month, the Market Theatre 
Foundation has introduced the 
Employee of the Month Award 
to acknowledge staff who are 
appraised by the public. The 
winning staff member receives the 
opportunity of bringing ten guests 
to the Theatre and to be treated 
like an absolute VIP. The inaugural 
winner of the Employee of the 
Month Award is Client Liaison 
Officer, Simphiwe Boya.    

He has been at the Market Theatre 
for nine years. Joining the Market 
Theatre In 2006 as an usher he 
has built a career trajectory to 
becoming the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Client Liaison Officer.

“Hardly a week goes by without 
a patron calling in or writing to 
compliment Simphiwe Boya 
for going the extra mile. From 
rendering emergency first aid to 
ensuring that every school learner 
gets back safely on the bus after 
a show, Simphiwe Boya inspires 
confidence in the professional 
services of the Market Theatre 
Foundation”, said Ismail Mahomed, 
CEO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

Employee
of the  month

Simphiwe Boya
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MARKET THEATRE 
PERSONALITIES
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH...

17

SIMPHIWE BOYA - CLIENT LIAISON OFFICER

Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work?

A:         The love for my job and 
interacting with different people 
of different personalities and 
cultures (you learn a lot). My job 
also gives me an opportunity 
to make friends  I have lots of 
them…)

 
Q: What does your job entail?
A: I focus on customer service: 

making sure that our patrons feel 
safe (it always feels good to get 
a compliment from a patron via 
email or verbally), comfortable 
and most importantly,  that they 
look forward to come back for 
another production/ show. I also 
co-ordinate functions, manage 
ushers and deal with service 
providers. There are also some 
admin duties in my department.

 
Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 

years.
A: I would love to have my own 

events company……with security 

services, cleaners, ushers, chefs, 
decorators, etc…. I look forward to 
being promoted to the position of 
manager at some stage during my 
career.

 
Q: Given a chance to change one 

thing in the Arts and Culture 
industry, what would it be?

A: I have passion for development. 
I would make sure that 
disadvantaged youth are getting 
more attention and their talent is 
nurtured.

 
 Q: What do you do when you’re not 

at work?
A: I looooooove Soccer (Orlando 

Pirates) and most of my spare is 
spent watching football or going 
to the stadium. I also listen to 
music a lot: Afro Jazz, Gospel, Soul 
and Deep House. When I’m in the 
dance mood I go for old school 
Kwaito and Afro Pop (Mfikizolos, 
Zoke, Oliver Mtukudzi, Trompies, 
Mdu etc….).
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Make reservations for your visits 
to the Market Theatre so much 
easier. With one glance at the 
table below you can now see the 
start and end date for each pro-
duction season. For more details 
about the productions visit the 

Market Theatre Foundation
website: 
www.markettheatre.co.za 
www.webtickets.co.za
or buy your ticket at any Pick n 
Pay store. 

For block bookings call Anthony 
Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 
4950 or Yusrah Bardien at 011 
832 1641 (ext 204)

Please note that there are no 
shows on Mondays

LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE …  

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
http://www.webtickets.co.za/


19

TAMASHA ON HOPE 
STREET  
DATES
Wednesday 8 September - 
Sunday 1 October 2017
TIME
Thursday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15
VENUE
Mannie Manim

Tamasha on Hope Street focuses 
on the socio- economic conditions 
of Chatsworth, an Indian township 
20km south of the port city of 
Durban, South Africa. The play tells 
the story of an unlikely friendship 
between Payal, a young Indian girl 
born in Chatsworth who works as 
a street prostitute, and Albert, a 
Zimbabwean night watchman

Starring: Afzal Khan, Ameera 
Patel, Dhaveshan Govender, Keith 
Gengadoo, Lindani Nkosi and 
Matthew MacFarlane. 

#TamashaOnHopeStreet

Above: Gopala Davies – Incubatee 
Director
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WHEN BALLET MEETS 
JAZZ
DATES
Thursday 14 September - 
Sunday 17 September 2017 
TIME
Thursday - Saturday 20:00
Sunday 15:00 
VENUE
John Kani

When Ballet Meets Jazz is a unique 
collaboration between classical 
and contemporary dancers from 
CuDanSA and Carstens Ireland 
Ballet Studio; and a formidable 
sextet of amazing Jazz musicians. 
The musical repertoire will include 
compositions by Abdullah Ibrahim, 
Bheki Mseleku, Alan Silinga, Andre 
Petersen, Pablo Lapidusas, Leo 
Espinosa and Michael Buble. The 
works presented include, among 
others, some beautiful neo classical 
and contemporary choreography 
to amazing jazz standards as well 
as ballet highlights like the Cygnets 
from Swan Lake, and the ever 
popular The Dying Swan.

#BalletMeetsJazz



21

SOUTH KOREA/SOUTH 
AFRICA STORYTELLING 
PROJECT
DATES
Saturday 16 September 2017 
TIME
Saturday 15:00
VENUE
Windybrow Arts Centre

Entrance is FREE.

The Market Theatre Laboratory, in 
partnership with the South Korean 
Embassy, presents an International 
Storytelling Day. Bring your whole 
family to hear stories from South 
Korea and South Africa performed 
by students of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory. 

#StorytellingProject



22

SIBONGILE KHUMALO 
– MORE THAN 3 FACES
DATES
Friday 22 September – 
Sunday 24 September 2017 
TIME
Thursday - Saturday 20:00
Sunday 15:00
VENUE
John Kani

Sibongile Khumalo is an esteemed 
member of a musical dynasty that 
spans generations and is widely 
regarded as a living legend and 
national treasure. To honour her 
standing and celebrate her 60th 
birthday on the 24th September 
2017, Magnolia Vision Records 
in association with the Market 
Theatre and Kaya FM bring More 
than 3 faces. 

#MoreThanThreeFaces

Images sourced from th einternet   
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ALCHEMY OF WORDS
DATES
Thursday 28 September -
Saturday 30 September 2017 
TIME
Thursday - Friday 19:00
VENUE
Ramolao Makhene

DATES
Sunday 1 October 2017
TIME
Sunday 15:00
VENUE
Ramolao Makhene

After premiering with a sold-out 
run at the National Arts Festival 
in Grahamstown and touring 
Southern Africa, The Alchemy of 
Words will be coming the Ramolao 
Makhene Theatre for a short 
season in September, supported by 
the French Institute of South Africa 
(IFAS).  

In The Alchemy of Words, three 
artists from different disciplines 
–puppetry, film and music search 
to capture the enigma of Arthur 
Rimbaud and what it means to be 
a pioneer.  Expect an immersive 
experience that combines artistic 
projections, puppetry and live 
music inspired by the diverse 
imagery from Rimbaud’s poems 
– smoke filled battlefields, the 
lush countryside of the French 
Ardennes, colourful vowels, 
crimson seas …

#AlchemyOfWords
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THE MAN JESUS
DATES
Friday 13 October - 
Sunday 5 November 2017
TIME
Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15
VENUE
Barney Simon

The Man Jesus, a one-man 
performance of some of the 
life of Jesus Christ, is a series of 
monologues by South African-
born playwright, Matthew 
Hurt and directed by Robert 
Whitehead and featuring Lebo 
Toko.  The Man Jesus is a deeply 
personal account of the reaction 
of those closest – and indeed 
farthest -  from Jesus immediately 
after the crucifixion and 
resurrection.  It brings simplicity, 
humour and understanding (or 
misunderstanding) to the story of 
Jesus.  

The Man Jesus was originally 
produced in Ireland, where it was 
nominated for the Irish Times 
Best New Play, 2013.  It will be 
transposed by Robert Whitehead 
and Lebo Toko playing a range 
of characters including-, Judas, 
Pontius Pilate and Mary, mother 
of Jesus. 

#TheManJesus
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THE SUITCASE
DATES
Friday 20 October - 
Sunday 26 November 2017
TIME
Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:00
VENUE
John Kani

Adapted and directed by James 
Ngcobo from Es’kia Mpahlele short 
story, The Suitcase, set in the 1950’s 
in Sophiatown, tells the story of a 
young couple who, despite family 
disapproval of their marriage, leave 
for the city, intending to return 
wealthy and immune from social 
censure. The pressures of the city, 
unemployment and poverty strip 
away the husband`s self-esteem 
and he starts to lose his moral com-
pass. He is so desperate to provide 
for his pregnant wife that he steals 
a suitcase left on a bus. This action 
leads to frightening consequences, 
dramatic turns and unexpected 
twists.

The Suitcase will feature Siyabonga 
Twala, Masasa Mbangeni, Des-
mond Dube, John Lata, Nokukhan-
ya Dlamini, Gugu Shezi, Nomfundo 
Sambo and Bheki Khoza. The 
production will be presented at the 
Market Theatre directly after its 
5-city UK tour.

#TheSuitcase



DEAD YELLOW SANDS  
DATES
Friday 17 October - 
Sunday 10 Decemer 2017
TIME
Thursday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15
VENUE
Barney Simon

Dead Yellow Sands by Graham 
Weir might well be described as 
a collection of portraitures that 
live for a brief few minutes and 
return to the darkness of black 
space. Based on people Weir 
has met or observed over the 
years, the characters are all at a 
winding-down moment in their 
lives, some of them even looking 
into the great silence of death.  

#DeadYellowSands
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PHOTO
WORKSHOPAT THE MARKET 

PHOTO 
WORKSHOP



FOUR DILEMMAS
Keorapetse Mosimane, Doris 
Nzimande, Lebohang Kganye, 
Samantha Simons, Zanele Muholi, 
Phumzile Khanyile, Simangele 
Kalisa, Babalwa Mtanga, and 
Sydelle Willow Smith.

Four Dilemmas began as an 
exhibition project and inquiry 
into women-led photography 
produced through the Market 
Photo Workshop’s courses, 
mentorships and public projects 
from 2004 - 2017, and developed 
into an interrogation of the archival 
as a system that unfolds across 
economics, ownership, memory, 
capitalism, community and 
representation.

The project presents a selection 
of women’s photographic work 
that negotiate archives through 
landscape, the body and the photo 
album, alongside placeholders and 
cues for further interrogations - 
from symbolic voids that can be 
encountered as the negative spaces 
of loss or as positive spaces that 
demarcate ground to build on, to 
various texts that complicate the 
exhibition and the archival.

Four Dilemmas invites propositions 
through the space that holds 
it and through a parallel public 
programme that unfold in relation 
to the dilemmas expressed. The 
project attempts to lay an initial 

ground for engagement that can 
be taken forward and beyond the 
dilemmas that it frames through 
this iteration.

Four Dilemmas is developed 
through conversations between 
Thato Mogotsi and Mika Conradie.

Date:
Tuesday 17 August 2017 – Sunday 
29 October 
Venue: 
Photo Workshop Gallery 
Market Photo Workshop 

PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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Tea and Cake at the Windybrow Arts Centre

Tea & Cake is served at 17:00 every last 
Thursday of the month on the verandah 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre. The event 
attracts new artists and creatives who 
volunteer to share their skills and knowledge 
to strengthen the Windybrow Arts Centre’s 
line up with Pantsula dance, vocal training, 
theory and library support! A key focus area 
of the Tea & Cake sessions is how to  ensure 
safety for youngsters on the Windybrow Arts 
Centre site --- a matter which the team at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre takes seriously.

WHAT’S ON THE 
WINDYBROW 
ARTS 
CENTRE
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ARTS CENTRE

ARTS CENTRE

TEA & CAKE 
AT THE WINDYBROW 

5PM LAST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Time: 
5pm

Day: 
Thursday 

Date: 
31 August

The Windybrow Arts Centre is an arm of the 
Market Theatre Foundation, within the National 
Department of Arts Culture & Heritage

Items for discussion:
• New reading programs
• Update on after school & 

arts mentor programs
• Renovation of old Theatre 

building
• It is also a time to ask any 

questions or to give critique 
or share ideas



LABORATORY
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REGISTER NOW 
The Market Theatre Laboratory 
has trained exceptional performers 
and theatre-makers including 
three Standard Bank Young Artists 
, Monageng ‘Vice’ Motshabi 
(2017), Prince Lamla (2013) and 
Mncedisi Shabangu (2004) and the 
SAFTA Best Actor recipient Warren 
Masemola, Naledi Award winners 
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana and Billy 
Langa, and the winner of the 2016 
Short Story Day Africa Prize for 
Short Fiction, Sibongile Fisher. 

Five Market Theatre Laboratory 
alumni were nominated for Naledi 
Awards in multiple categories in 
2016, including Thabiso Ramalla, 

who won a Standard Bank Gold 
Ovation Award at the National Arts 
Festival this year.

The Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
unique curriculum provides an 
incubation space for young artists 
to find their voice and develop 
their craft. Students participate in 
intensive training in various theatre 
disciplines aimed at developing 
multi-skilled performances and 
critically engaged storytellers. 
They are also introduced to other 
job prospects in the industry 
through short courses in stage-
management, writing, directing and 
design. 

The closing date for applications for 
the 2018 academic year is Saturday, 
30 September. Application forms 
are available on the Market 
Theatre Laboratory website at 
www.marketlab.co.za or can be 
picked up from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory offices at the Market 
Theatre Square. 

For enquiries call Thandeka Nheke 
on 011 838 7498 or email
thandeka@marketlab.co.za or 
www.facebook.com/themarketlab.

WHAT’S ON AT THE 
MARKET 
LABORATORY

http://www.marketlab.co.za/
mailto:thandeka@marketlab.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/themarketlab
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TOURS AND EXCURSIONS
A VIP PASS BEHIND THE SCENES

Ever wondered what it takes to 
put together a production at the 
Market Theatre? Or how the 
drama and photography classes are 

conducted? What tasks the Market 
Theatre staff do on a day to day 
basis? 

Join our next Market Theatre tour 
when tour guides Busi Letwaba 
and Kabelo Molefe treat you like 

VIP’S on a journey behind the 
scenes at the Market Theatre 
Daily. Memories will be shared and 
created and you get a chance to a 
snippet from a rehearsal or a class 
in progress.
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Come and experience what it is 
like to be on the famous Market 
Theatre stage and get your 
photograph taken at one of South 
Africa’s most important theatre 
landmarks.

To book your place on the tour 
contact Busi Letwaba 
Tel:011 832 1641 
Email: Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Facebook: Rebecca Busi Letwaba
Twitter: @busiletwaba

mailto:Busil@markettheatre.co.za
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US EMBASSY VISITS WINDYBROW ARTS CENTRE

LAST WEEK IN PICTURES...

Representatives from the US Embassy visited the Windybrow Arts Centre last week. 
Charge d’Affaires Jessye Lapenn, newly-arrived Consul General Michael McCarthy 
and Public Affairs Officer Anthony Deaton were hugely impressed with how fast the 
Windybrow Arts Centre is turning around. The Market Theatre Foundation looks forward 
to future collaborations and knowledge sharing with the US Embassy!
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OPENING OF KKK
Kirri Pink Nob and Diartskonageng, Khongolose Khommaning Khomissars,presented in association 
with The Market Theatre Laboratory, was  a compelling proposition from playwright J. Bobs 
Tshabalala, and an even more daring directorial effort by Kgomotso “MoMo” Matsunyane. The 
production featured a stellar cast of five dynamic women, Keitumetse Moepang, Canzi Mangcu, 
Andisiwe Mpinda, Molebogeng Phiri and Dimpho More. Standard Bank Young Artist (2017), 
Monageng Motshabi teamed up with J. Bobs Tshabalala to co-produce this enchanting production.
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FOUNDATION

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lillian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

MARKET SQUARE 
DIRECTIONS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lillian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right. 

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage. 

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

