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The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
online publication, BUZZ, 
celebrates its first birthday today.

“In just one year, BUZZ has 
gone from the cradle to taking 
giant strides in the creative 
industry.  The Market Theatre 
Foundation prides itself on 
being the first and only South 
African cultural institution to 
produce a weekly online digital 
magazine that is reflective of 
its output and fully engaged 
with its artists, audiences, 
funders and stakeholders. This 
is a feather in the cap of a small 
but very industrious Brand & 
Communications Department at 
the Market Theatre Foundation”, 
says Ismail Mahomed, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

BUZZ was launched in October 
2016 as a comprehensive and 
informative online publication 
to provide an overview of 
the diverse scope of work 

produced by the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s four divisions: the 
Market Theatre, the Market 
Theatre Laboratory, the Market 
Photo Workshop and the 
Windybrow Arts Centre.

“All four divisions do incredible 
work. Through BUZZ we have 
been able to give our patrons and 
stakeholders the opportunity to 
experience the Market Theatre 
Foundation as an inspiring  
multi-arts facility that remains 
celebratory of its past, anchored 
to our present times and visionary 
about our future”, says Zama 
Sweetness Buthelezi, the Brand 
and Communications Manager 
and editor of BUZZ.

Each week the Market Theatre 
Foundation receives growing 
appreciation and feedback from 
the readers of BUZZ. The spin-off 
is that the readership is having 
a positive impact on audience 
growth across the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s four divsions. The 

benefits of a weekly online 
publication for funders, partners 
and stakeholders is also so much 
greater. They value the vision, 
passion, accountability and 
quest for excellence that is the 
hallmark of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

“BUZZ is multi-dimensional. 
It goes behind the scenes. It 
profiles the artists, employees 
and partners who breathe life into 
the Market Theatre Foundation. 
It remembers and honours our 
cultural legacies and grows our 
sense of national pride. It shares 
inspiring stories that offer hope. 
It makes sense of how the Market 
Theatre contnues to be a leader 
in the arts sector. It makes what 
we do accessible to a broader 
audience that wants diversity and 
excellence”, says Zama Buthelezi.

Whether it’s Showbiz or 
Showbuzz, there is no doubt that 
BUZZ is the South African creative 
sector’s buzzword!

HAPPY BUZZDAY! GIANT 
STRIDES MARK 1ST BIRTHDAY 
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WOMEN  RULE  BUZZ  POWERHOUSE

It’s an all-women team that 
makes each week’s BUZZ come 
alive!

“I am not surprised!”, says 
Ismail Mahomed, the CEO of 

the Market Theatre Foundation. 
“From the cradle to our graves 
women are our storytellers, the 
nurturers of our hopes and the 
shapers of our dreams”.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
all-women team are a 
powerhouse of talent, skills, 
insights and well-networked 
connections. Meet the editorial 
team!

Zama  Sweetness  Buthelezi:
Editor

With more than ten years’ 
experience as a communications 
specialist in different 
sectors and with majors 
in communication science 
and public relations, Zama 
Buthelezi combines a passion 
for design, communication and 
the arts. Prior to joining the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
she was the Director for the 
international NGO, Global Girl 
Media promoting film-making 

skills for young women from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
to tell their own stories. Zama 
also spent seven years in an 
arts-based NGO that engaged 
drama-methodologies to educate 
about HIV and AIDS. After 
holding the position of Deputy 
Managing Director for two 
years, Zama joined the Market 
Theatre Foundation as the Brand 
& Communications Manager in 
2015.
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Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu: 
Creative and Content Editor 

With the remarkable accolade 
of being the first black woman 
to win the Nedbank Arts & 
Culture Trust Publicist Award in 
2006 Lusanda Zokufa has been a 
dominant force building strong 
relationships with journalists 
across print, radio and television 
and the online media. She is 
considered a reliable source for 
information and respected for 
her diligence to deadlines and 
charming disposition. Her zealous 
passion for communication 
and events management is a a 
driving force for her successful 
career. Lusanda graduated 
at the Institute of Marketing 
Management (IMM) in 2012.

Thato Kobile:
Storyline and Picture Editor 

After studying at the Vega 
School of Advertising, Thato 
Kobile joined the Market 
Theatre Foundation as a 
Database Manager in 2007. 
She was promoted to Online 
Communications Officer in 
May this year to have oversight 
of all of the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s social media 
platforms. Thato is passionate 
about her engagement with 
audiences. She is currently 
studying towards a PR 
qualification.

Clara Vaughan 
Market Theatre Laboratory

Clara Vaughan is the Head of 
the Market Theatre Laboratory 
in Johannesburg, and a director, 
writer and facilitator. She was 
recently selected to participate 
in the Cultural Diplomacy 
Platform’s second Global Cultural 
Leadership Programme in Athens. 
In 2016, she was awarded an 
International Artist Development 
Grant, which allowed her to 
travel in the UK and Germany, 
exploring theatre and youth 
engagement. This year, through 
Connect ZA, she will be co-
directing an international theatre 
collaboration with young people 
from the Market Lab and the UK 

BUZZ CONTRIBUTORS 
are also an all-women team:
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that will tour in both countries, 
called Encountering the Other. 
During her tenure, the Market 
Lab has been recognised on 
multiple platforms for creating 
excellent theatre that engages 
with human rights, including for 
a play she directed, Noord! which 
won an Adelaide Tambo Award at 
the National Arts Festival. Clara 
has taught, directed and curated 
at Drama for Life, Wits Theatre 
and Sibikwa Arts Centre, and has 
recently completed a master’s 
degree exploring how drama can 
reflect on, interrogate, and open 
conversations about sexuality 
and gender with young people 
in South Africa. She wrote a play 
reflecting on these themes, sex 
& ME, which was produced by 
Assitej South Africa in 2016.

Lemongang Matlhoung   
Market Photo Workshop

I think I’m a good writer, so 
do some close friends whom I 
suspect are trying to keep the 
friendship. 

I have been called quirky more 
often than not. I will not divulge 
into that.

I love good conversations with 
a lot of food to go with it. This 
makes me a good eater right? 

Im thee catalyst for laughter, 
Anytime! Anywhere!

I was asked to write a 5 line bio. 
Done!

Nomalanga Nkosi
Windybrow Arts Centre

Nomalanga Nkosi is an arts 
practitioner, actress and 
activist voice. She has years 
of experience in working with 
notable South African and 
international arts organizations, 
festivals and productions. She 
holds a Fine Art degree from 
Rhodes University and is also an 
alumnus of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory. As an actress, her 
most recognizable role is on 
TV soapie, Scandal. She has 
extensive experience in working 
with youth-related projects from 
around the African continent.
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Busi Letwaba 
Market Theatre Tours

The first face people meet 
when they walk into the Market 
Square. Busisiwe is an Artist, 
she graduated from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory in 2014 and 
after completing her course, she 
performed in a production called 
6 Characters in Search of an 
Author.

Yusrah Bardien 
Audience Engagement

Yusrah Bardien is the Audience 
Engagement Strategist for the 
Market Theatre Foundation. This 
position forms part of a bigger 
strategy for the Foundation to 
respond to the dynamic evolution 
of the institution and its growing 
business units which includes 
the Market Theatre Laboratory, 
Market Photo Workshop and the 
Windybrow Arts Centre. The role 
of the Strategist requires her to be 
able to leverage opportunities and 
create meaningful engagement 

between the institution and its 
many partners. In her first three 
months, Yusrah led the reflective 
and critically relevant project 
“Celebrating 30 years of Culture 
in Another South Africa’ (CASA)” 
in partnership with the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands.
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BUZZ FILLS THE VACUUM

BUZZ is more than just a listing 
of What’s On at the Market 
Theatre! 

BUZZ positions itself at the 
centre of celebrating and 
promoting South African 
narratives. It unearths and 
profiles new talents. It 
celebrates iconic moments in 
history and it honours legends. 
It joins the dots between arts, 
artists, audiences and a range of 
stakeholders.

In BUZZ, the writing is not 
restricted by a particular style 
and content is not confined to a 
limited genre.  BUZZ is as free-
spirited as the artists whose 
DNA is the bedrock on which 
the Market Theatre Foundation 
is built.

“Apart from providing details 
about what is on at the Market 

Theatre Foundation each week, 
BUZZ also becomes a dynamic 
digital archive that future 
generation will able to reference 
to find out about the people 
and the events that make the 
Market Theatre Foundation a 
South African leader in the arts 
sector”, says Zama Buthelezi, 
the Market Theatre’s Brand & 
Communications Manager.

Cover stories in BUZZ have 
ranged from celebrating 
significant anniversaries of 
South African cultural legacies 
and legends, highlighting 
partnerships at the Market 
Theatre Foundation and 
breaking news about events at 
the Foundation.

The Brett Goldin special edition 
coincided with the slain actor’s 
mother visiting the Brett Goldin 
Boardroom at the Market 

Square. A special issue about 
Mannie Mannim coincided with 
his recent lighting of Lara Foot’s 
hugely successful play, The 
Inconvenience of Wings, at the 
Mannie Mannim Theatre.

During June, a special edition 
was devoted to the inaugural 
Arts Incubators Trade Fair 
that brought together the 
country’s five state-funded 
Cultural Institutions at the 
Market Theatre for the first time 
ever. Recent editions of BUZZ 
featured the Market Theatre’s 
partnership with the Embassy 
of the Netherlands to present a 
five day Reflection on CASA ’87 
Festival.  A fortnight ago, BUZZ 
featured the US Embassy’s long 
and sustained support of the 
Market Theatre Foundation.

“Our special editions reflect 
the diversity of interests and 
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expressions at the Market 
Theatre Foundation. We focus 
on both people of stature 
and feature  dynamic profiles 
on emerging artists who are 
reshaping our industry and 
who are driving a new cultural 
narratives”, says Zama Buthelezi.

BUZZ also has a series of weekly 
articles. BUZZ features books 
available at the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre. The 
themes in the books compliment 
the themes of events at the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
for that particular week. The 
Art of Partnership is a weekly 
series that shines the spotlight 
on the agencies, foundations 
and corporates that support the 
Market Theatre Foundation. 
Archiving the Market Theatre 
Foundation encourages readers 
to share their anecdotes about 
the historic institution.

As the number of pages for the 
arts shrink in the print media, 
there is no doubt that BUZZ is 
fast filling the vacuum; and the 
growing readership that BUZZ 
garners each week proves the 
point.
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MARKET THEATRE 
FOUNDATION SCOOPS 
INTERNATIONAL EU EVENT
The 13th edition of the 
international Atelier for Young 
Festival Managers, the first ever 
to be held in Africa, will take place 
at the Market Theatre Foundation 
next year from 23 to 29 March.

Forty five participants will be 
selected for the 7-day training 
programme during which they 
will discuss various aspects of 
festival management with up to 
ten renowned festival managers 
from pioneering festivals and 
outstanding art centres and 
institutes from all over the world.

The weeklong event will be a  
partnership between the Market 
Theatre Foundation, the Wits 
University and the European 
Union-based Festival Academy. 
“It is significant that the European 
Union-based international Atelier 
will take place in South Africa next 
year to coincide with the 25th 
anniversary since the European 

Community lifted its sanctions 
against South Africa on 4 October 
1993”, says Ismail Mahomed, CEO 
of the Market Theatre Foundation. 
“The event at the Market Theatre 
Foundation will be a dynamic way 
to reinforce our relationship with 
our European Union partners”, he 
added.

The Market Theatre Foundation 
has an MOU for cultural co-
operation with the Embassy of 
France and the French Institute 
of South Africa. Recently, the 
Market Theatre Foundation 
received a substantial grant from 
the Embassy of the Netherlands to 
present a weeklong mini-festival 
to look back at the Culture in 
Another South Africa festival that 
took place in the Netherlands in 
1987. 

“South African artists will have 
the opportunity to give first 
hand exposure to their work to 

renowned festival directors from 
across the globe who will be at the 
Market Theatre. This is one more 
way through which the Market 
Theatre Foundation affirms its 
role as a global player in the arts 
sector”, says Ismail Mahomed.

FOUNDATION
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Lekgetho Makola

PRO HELVETIA BACKS 
MARKET PHOTO WORKSHOP 
AT LUBUMBASHI BIENNIAL

With the support of Pro Helvetia, 
the Head of the Market Photo 
Workhsop, Lekgetho Makola, 
will attend the 2017 Lubumbashi 
Biennale in in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo this weekend.
 
The Lubumbashi Biennale was 
established during the hosting 
of the first edition of the PICHA  
Encounters in June 2008 as a 
gathering around exhibition 
and screenings of international 
photographers and video artists. 
It is a pioneering initiative 
on the continent aimed to 
create a platform for dialogue, 
networking, and knowledge 
sharing among contemporary art 
biennials around the world.

“As the Market Theatre 
Foundation steps up its 
partnerships on the African 
continent, Lekgetho’s 
participation in Lubumbashi 
is vital. We are grateful to Pro 
Helvetia for their support”, says 
Ismail Mahomed, CEO of the 
Market Theatre Foundation.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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Each week in Buzz, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible pARTnerships that contribute to the 
growth of this institution and those whose brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a 
formidable leader in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week’s Buzz focuses on  Arts and Culture Trust. 
  

Arts & Culture Trust

In 2006, the Market Theatre Foundation signed a 
partnership with the Arts & Culture Trust to promote 
the ACT Dalro Nedbank performing Arts Scholarships. 
The partnership means that the scholarships are 
presented at the Market Theatre annually; and that a 
student from the Market Theatre Laboratory receives 
the opportunity each year to direct the annual 
awards event. 

The Arts & Culture Trust (ACT) is the oldest funding 
agency in democratic South Africa. It was established 
to secure financial and other resources for arts, 
culture and heritage; and to project the needs and 
role of the sector into the public domain.

In 1994, the newly established Ministry of Arts, 
Culture, Science and Technology (now the 
Department of Arts & Culture) responded to an 
invitation from Nedcor Bank and Sun International 
to set up a body for arts and culture, similar to the 
Sports and Green Trusts, which were established 
earlier. In this way, the first three Founding Trustees 
came together to secure financial and other 
resources for arts and culture, and to project the 
needs and role of the sector into the public domain. 
Each of the Founding Trustees contributed one 
million rand, which was invested in a Trust Fund, to 
ensure sustainability and to minimise dependence on 
annual grants.

At the same time, a Board of Trustees, made up 
of leading art practitioners and administrators, 
was established. Its task was to implement the 
funding policies, to evaluate projects and to decide 
on funding allocations. Former President Nelson 
Mandela endorsed the initiative and agreed to serve 
as the Patron-in-Chief of ACT. In this way, it came to 
be called the Arts & Culture Trust of the President 
during his term of office.

This year’s annual ACT Scholarships Awards takes 
place at the Market Theatre on 8 October 2017.
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EXCLUSIVE BOOKS
PAN-AFRICAN READING ROOM  
Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the Pan-African Reading Room at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre. This week as the Market Theatre’s successful production, The Suitcase, winds its 
international tour in Lancaster we shine the spotlight on Es’kia Mphalele’s Down Second Avenue. 

Es’kia Mphahlele is also the author of The Suitcase. The author’s delightful writings have been adapted and directed 
for the stage by James Ngcobo. The production will open at the Market Theatre on Friday, 20 October 2017.
 
Down 2nd Avenue 
Es’kia Mpahlele

Es’kia Mphahlele was a South 
African writer, educationist, artist 
and activist celebrated as the Father 
of African Humanism and one of the 
founding figures of modern African 
literature. First published in 1959, his 
autobiography Down 2nd Avenue is 
a personal account of his struggle for 
identity and dignity in the face of the 
worsening discriminatory policies of 
the South African government.

African Delights 
Simphiwo Mahala

This past weekend, the Minister 
of Arts & Culture, Nathi Mthetwa 
unveiled the tombstone of 
legendary South African writer, Can 

Themba, at the West Park Cemetery.  
The author’s biography written by 
Siphiwo Mahala for the stage in 
The House of Truth played to a sold 
out season at the Market Theatre 
earlier this year.  Simphiwo Mahala 
is a specialist on the writings of Can 
Themba and the Sophiatown era. 

Mahala’s book African Delights is an 
engaging collection of short stories 
opens in Sophiatown in 1950s- one 
of the most definitive periods in 
South African urban culture- and 
concludes by exploring the social 
fabric of contemporary society

Africa39
Various Authors

As the Head of the Market Photo 
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola, makes 

his way to the Lubumbashi Biennale 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, BUZZ shines the spotlight on 
the book, Africa39 which features 
writings by various African authors.

Africa39 is a collaborative project 
initiated by the Hay Festival in 
partnership with Rainbow Book 
Club. It identifies 39 of the most 
promising writers under the age of 
40 with the potential and talent to 
define trends in the development 
of literature from Sub-Saharan 
Africa and the diaspora. From the 
dazzling list of writers chosen by 
the judges, Ellah Wakatama Allfrey, 
has selected richly rewarding short 
stories, extracts from novels, fables 
and other work, displaying some of 
the most varied and exhibiting new 
work in world literature today. 
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Archiving the Market Theatre is a weekly series in Buzz. We invite our artists, patrons and 
supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This week the newly appointed 
Chief Executive Office of the Arts & Culture Trust (ACT), Marcus Desando tells how he found a 
“community” at the Market Theatre.

 

ARCHIVING THE 
MARKET THEATRE
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“My story with the Market 
Theatre is not that old but 
the first time I came to see 
a production at the Market 
Theatre was during the Dance 
Umbrella. I had been invited 
by a good friend of mine who 
had choreographed a dance 
piece. My first impression was 
how comfortable and inviting 
the Theatre was and also 
how the vibe outside of the 
Theatre in the “piazza” felt 
like such a community. I have 

since then been to a lot of 
performances at the Market 
Theatre. Recently, I was a 
creative for the first time 
at the Market Theatre for 
Sibongile Khumalo’s successful 
concert series. This weekend, 
the Arts & Culture Trust’s 
Scholarship Awards takes place 
at the Market Theatre. I’m 
loving experiencing the Theatre 
from the other side as well.”

- MARCUS DESANDO 

Originally from Pretoria Marcus 
(a Naledi awards nominee for 
best Actor in a Musical) started 
his Career with PACT in 1989 
as a singer and in 1994 moved 
to Cape Town Opera (CAPAB) 
where his career as a director and 
principal singer started. As a singer 
Marcus sang in over 75 Operas, 
Musical theatre productions and 
Concerts in South Africa and 
abroad. He travelled the world 

Singing and directing with New 
York Harlem Productions, Really 
Useful Company, Pieter Toerien 
Productions and Cape Town 
Opera. Marcus has had the honour 
of being invited by University of 
Stellenbosch, Tshwane University 
of Technology, and UCT: College 
of Music and UKZN OCSA (opera 
school) as a guest lecturer where 
he taught stage craft and also 
directed productions.

Share your memories about 
the Market Theatre and have 
your story memorialised in our 
archive. Send your story not 
exceeding more than 400 words to 
lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za

17

Marcus Desando 

mailto:lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
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WORD N SOUND 
7TH YOUTH 
POETRY 
FESTIVAL
Themed ‘When Words Collide’, 
the 7th edition of the Word N 
Sound International Youth Poetry 
Festival will showcase a world 
class selection of youth voices at 
the legendary Market Theatre 
Laboratory in Newtown from the 
4th to the 8th of October 2017 
supported by the Istituto Italiano 
di Cultura in Pretoria. 

In their own words diverse youth 
voices will tackle pertinent and 
controversial topics including 
identity, sexuality, materialism, 
personal power and neo-liberal 
politics while claiming their space 
in a world that tries everything to 
marginalize them. 

“Give young people a platform 
and a microphone and words 
become weapons. When words 

collide, silence is no longer 
golden” explains Afurakan Thabiso 
Mohare, festival curator and 
CEO of the Word N Sound Live 
Literature Company.
 
The 4 day programme will include 
an open mic event, workshops, 
digital collaborations, WNS Poetry 
League finale and showcase 
performances.
International poets that will 
headline the festival include 
Leshie Lovesong (Botswana), 
Mutinta Bbenkele (Zambia) and 
Alessandro Lutman from Italy 
whose trip is made possible by 
the Istituto Italiano di Cultura 
in Pretoria. A brilliant selection 
of local voices such as Modise 
Sekgothe, Mandisa Vundla, 
Mutle Mothibe, Mthunzikazi 
Mbongwana, Emmah Mabye, KB 

Kilobyte, Xabiso Vili, Flex Boogie, 
Richard Quaz Roodt will complete 
the lineup. Special musical 
showcases from Msaki and Lerato 
Lichaba who will add their flair to 
this fully loaded festival.
 
The Festival is supported by the 
Istituto Italiano di Cultura (Italian 
Institute of Culture : Pretoria)

 
Dates:                   
Wednesday 6 October – 
Sunday 8 October
Time:                     
Friday  19:00
Saturday 12:30 / 19:00
Sunday 19:00 
Venue:                   
Ramolao  Makhene Theatre
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Make reservations for your visits 
to the Market Theatre so much 
easier. With one glance at the 
table below you can now see the 
start and end date for each pro-
duction season. For more details 
about the productions visit the 

Market Theatre Foundation
website: 
www.markettheatre.co.za 
www.webtickets.co.za
or buy your ticket at any Pick n 
Pay store. 

For block bookings call Anthony 
Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 
4950 or Yusrah Bardien at 011 
832 1641 (ext 204)

Please note that there are no 
shows on Mondays.

LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE …  

SHOW OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Word N Sound Poetry Festival

The Ramolao Makhene Theatre
6 - 8

Encountering Others

The Ramolao Makhene Theatre
14

The Man Jesus

The Barney Simon Theatre
13 5

The Suitcase

The John Kani Theatre
20 26

Dead Yellow Sands

The Barney Simon Theatre
17 10

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/
http://www.webtickets.co.za/
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ENCOUNTERING THE 
OTHER
DATES
Saturday 14 October 2017 
TIME
Saturday 15:00 & 19:00
VENUE
Ramolao Makhene

“When I grow up I want to be 
sexualised, objectified, made to 
feel wrong, ignored, used, abused 
and belittled. I want to be defined 
by the colour of my skin, the size 
of my tits or the use of a tampon, 
my hair, my muscles and what I’m 
packing in my toolbox. I want to 
be looked at and touched without 
asking, I want to be made to feel 
uncomfortable just for saying 
no, I want to be expected to be 
something I’m not, expected to 
change for you, expected to go 
with the flow and let it happen 
without speaking up”.  
 
Encountering the Other is a 
passionate, riotous and often 
hilarious examination of just what 
womanhood in 2017 means. A 

collection of voices, stories and 
experiences of young women and 
men living across two hemispheres 
is brought together through music, 
dance, comedy, colour and bold 
performance as they try and make 
sense of themselves, each other 
and a world where everything 
often feels upside down and back 
to front.
 
Encountering the Other is a 
collectively created production 
performed by young people 
from South Africa and North East 
England as a culmination of 
an exciting new international 
collaboration between the 
Market Theatre Laboratory and 
ODDMANOUT, a Darlington based 
new-writing theatre company.  
The production is a fusion of live 
performance, digital media and 
the internet, exploring cultural 
exchange, womanhood and 
identity.  

#EncounteringTheOther
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THE MAN JESUS
DATES
Friday 13 October - 
Sunday 5 November 2017
TIME
Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15
VENUE
Barney Simon

The Man Jesus, a one-man 
performance of some of the 
life of Jesus Christ, is a series of 
monologues by South African-
born playwright, Matthew 
Hurt and directed by Robert 
Whitehead and featuring Lebo 
Toko.  The Man Jesus is a deeply 
personal account of the reaction 
of those closest – and indeed 
farthest -  from Jesus immediately 
after the crucifixion and 
resurrection.  It brings simplicity, 
humour and understanding (or 
misunderstanding) to the story of 
Jesus.  

The Man Jesus was originally 
produced in Ireland, where it was 
nominated for the Irish Times 
Best New Play, 2013.  It will be 
transposed by Robert Whitehead 
and Lebo Toko playing a range 
of characters including-, Judas, 
Pontius Pilate and Mary, mother 
of Jesus. 

#TheManJesus

Images by Brett Rubin



23

THE SUITCASE
DATES
Friday 20 October - 
Sunday 26 November 2017
TIME
Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:00
VENUE
John Kani

Adapted and directed by James 
Ngcobo from Es’kia Mpahlele short 
story, The Suitcase, set in the 1950’s 
in Sophiatown, tells the story of a 
young couple who, despite family 
disapproval of their marriage, leave 
for the city, intending to return 
wealthy and immune from social 
censure. The pressures of the city, 
unemployment and poverty strip 
away the husband`s self-esteem 
and he starts to lose his moral com-
pass. He is so desperate to provide 
for his pregnant wife that he steals 
a suitcase left on a bus. This action 
leads to frightening consequences, 
dramatic turns and unexpected 
twists.

The Suitcase will feature Siyabonga 
Twala, Masasa Mbangeni, Des-
mond Dube, John Lata, Nokukhan-
ya Dlamini, Gugu Shezi, Nomfundo 
Sambo and Bheki Khoza. The 
production will be presented at the 
Market Theatre directly after its 
5-city UK tour.

#TheSuitcase



DEAD YELLOW SANDS  
DATES
Friday 17 October - 
Sunday 10 Decemer 2017
TIME
Thursday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15
VENUE
Barney Simon

Dead Yellow Sands by Graham 
Weir might well be described as 
a collection of portraitures that 
live for a brief few minutes and 
return to the darkness of black 
space. Based on people Weir 
has met or observed over the 
years, the characters are all at a 
winding-down moment in their 
lives, some of them even looking 
into the great silence of death.  

#DeadYellowSands
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Developing Landscapes is a 
selection of work from alumni 
of the Market Photo Workshop’s 
Advanced Porgramme in 
Photography. The exhibition 

engages landscape as formed by 
politics, trauma and the post – 1994 
social and political imagination 
in South Africa. The selected 
photographs engage the South 

African landscape as a complex 
accumulation marked by Apartheid 
– era policies of segregation and 
forced removal, and post  - 1994 
negotiations of belonging, 

The exhibition frames the 
complexity of “development” 
within the often problematic 
logic of post – 1994 rural and 
urban land development policies 
of South Africa, as well as the 
development of new conceptual 
positions to landscape that young 
South Africans are negotiating 
as contemporary agents within a 
shifting politics of land ownership.

The photographers in the exhibition 
are Tshepiso Mazibuko, Bongiwe 
Phakathi, Mpho Makgadi, 
Nkosinathi Khumalo, Remofiloe 
Sedobe and Tebogo Moche.

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

MARKET PHOTO WORKSHOP 
ALUMNI EXHIBIT AT 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 
CAROLINA’S ALLCOTT GALLERY

Nkosinathi Khumalo, Miner, from the series Migrant, 2013. Market Photo Workshop 



AT THE MARKET 
LABORATORY! LABORATORY

26



27

More than 200 young students 
from Grade 8 to 12 attended 
the Development Service 
Announcement (DSA) World Youth 
Team creative careers day at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre on Monday, 
25 September.

The event aimed to introduce 
high school students to career 
opportunities in the creative 
industries. The students were 
addressed by a number of speakers 
from the creative professions 
including author and motivational 
speaker, Siphiwe Mngomezulu. The 
fair also boasted an assortment of 
exhibitions from key educational 
institution including Wits University, 
Damelin and Boston Media House.

Participants were also able to 
enjoy musical performances by 
the resident Marimba band at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre.  The 
careers fair was also an  opportunity 
for the Windybrow Arts Centre to 
access a wider audience of future 
creatives and to forge create new 
partnerships.

CREATIVE CAREERS FAIR AT THE 
WINDYBROW ARTS CENTRE

ARTS CENTRE



TOURS AND EXCURSIONS
The weekly Tour of the 
Market Theatre is fast gaining 
its reputation as one of 
Johannesburg’s most popular 
walkabout tours.

First started with a group of 20 
participants a week and made up 
of tourists and arts enthusiasts 

the weekly tours now attrct up 
to 200 people per week from 
schools, tertiary institutions, old 
age homes, conference delegates, 
community theatre groups and 
tourists visiting Johannesburg.

 “When I first started with the 
Market Theatre tours it was 

nerve wrecking. A part of me 
didn’t believe that I could actually 
pull it off. Now looking back at 
how popular the tours are I feel 
a deep sense of fulfillment that I 
can play such an important role 
in bringing people to Newtown”, 
says tour guide Busi Letwaba.
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To give visitors an added bit 
of excitement, she has drawn 
in Kabelo Molefe, a part time 
student at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory, toninclude a brief 
dramatization of real life city 
stories in the tour. 

Tours of the Market Theatre take 
place every Wednesday at 11:00. 
Booking is essential. To book your 
place on the weekly tour contact 
Busi Letwaba 
Tel:011 832 1641 
Email: busil@markettheatre.
co.za

http://co.za/


MARKET THEATRE 
PERSONALITIES
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH...

SIBUSISO NDUMNDUM   - MARKET THEATRE 
LABORATORY VENUE TECHNICIAN 

Q: What does your job entail? 
A:  I’m the Venue Technician at the 

Market Theatre Laboratory. 
 
 I’m responsible for taking care 

of the theatre’s maintenance, 
moving in and out of shows.  I 
also serve as the lighting and 
sound designer and technician 
for student productions and for 
rentals at the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre. I also build the set for 
student productions and operate 
as a stage manager and supervise 
the student production’s technical 
crew.

     

Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 
years? 

A:  Having my own Production 
Company.

Q: Given a chance to change one 
thing in the Arts and Culture 
industry, what would it be?

A:  Fair and Equal Treatment.
  
Q:  What drives you to wake up in the 

morning and come to work?  
A:   To Provide for my kids.

Q: What do you do when you’re not 
at work? 

A: Gardening, listen to music, hang 
out with friends.
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In the monthly, Creative Mornings 
series hosted at the the Market 
Theatre last Friday, Gilli Apter, 
a Johannesburg born-and-
raised comic, comedy writer 
and director spoke about how 
comedians can be empathetic to 
their subjects. 

CREATIVE MORNINGS

Gilli Apter

31



32

Robert Whitehead (Director The 
Man Jesus), one of South Africa’s 
best-loved actors, famously 
known for his villain role as Barker 
Haines on SABC 3 popular soapie 
Isidingo, takes on the challenging 
role of directing the South African 
premiere of The Man Jesus at the 
Market Theatre.

He has starred in many television 
shows and films notably the 
recently released The Black Tower 
alongside Idris Alba. Robert was in 
the second production in the Main 
Theatre in 1977 in a play called 
The Comedians, he later starred 
in the following productions 
Arabian Knights, Aint We Got Fun, 
Theatrical Cabaret in what is now 
know The Gramadoelas.  

Robert directed Entertaining Mr 
Snow by Joe Orton designed by 
the late Johan Engels, also directed 
and appeared In The Native Who 
Created All the Trouble written by 
Vanessa Cooke and Danny Keogh 
the play was re-created to make 
a movie by the late Manni van 
Rensburg. 

He directed Vanessa Cooke in 
a one woman show The Belle 
of Amhurst where she played 
the poet Emily Dickinson, 
Fiona Ramsay directed Robert 
Whitehead and Vanessa Cooke 
in Christopher Durangs hit show 
Laughing Wild. 

He also directed M Butterfly and 
Six Degrees of Separation. 

PERSONALITIES FROM 
THE MAN JESUS
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Lebo Toko was last seen on 
the Market Theatre stage 
playing George in James 
Ngcobo’s adaptation of Lorraine 
Hansberry’s, A Raisin in the Sun. 
Born and raised in the Free State 
(Bloemfontein) and a graduate 
student in Musical Theatre he 
obtained his qualifications at the 
Tswane University of Technology.

After completing his studies, he 
began a successful professional 
career playing lead to supporting 
roles in smashing Broadway 
musicals such as Dream Girls 
where he portrayed the role 
of CeCe White, Dirty Dancing 
International Tour where he 
enjoyed playing the role of 
Jordan, The Coloured Museum, 

Touch My Blood by the well 
known journalist and bestselling 
novelist, Fred Khumalo. 

His other productions included 
Ragtime The Musical, Boys in 
the Photograph and several 
children’s theatre productions. 
He has also featured in television 
playing a supporting role in 
Mzansi’s daytime Soapie Inkaba. 
He did the second season of I 
Love South Africa 2 on ETV and 
later on Joined the cast of the 
Broadway smash hit musical 
Sister Act. He then went on to 
form part of the creative team 
as the choreographer in the 
play, Cincinatti written by Barney 
Simon directed by Clive Mathibe. 
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TAMASHA ON HOPE STREET

LAST WEEK IN PICTURES...

Students from Nizamiye School from Mayfair enjoyed Tamasha on Hope Street at the 
Market Theatre on Thursday morning. To book your school to watch a production 
email Anthony Ezeoke anthonye@markettheatre.co.za or Yusrah Bardien yusrahb@
markettheatre.co.za 

mailto:anthonye@markettheatre.co.za
http://markettheatre.co.za/
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OPENING NIGHT OF THE ALCHEMY OF WORDS
After premiering with a sold-out run at the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown 
and touring Southern Africa, The Alchemy of Words opened at the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre for a short season supported by the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS).
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FOUNDATION

For more information 
about the Market Theatre 

Foundation, please visit 
www.markettheatre.co.za

Telephone : 011 832 1641

138 Lillian Ngoyi Street
Newtown, Johannesburg

MARKET SQUARE 
DIRECTIONS: 

Directions to The Market Theatre Foundation, The 
Market Square, 138 Lillian Ngoyi (previously Bree) 
Street, between Miriam Makeba and Margaret 
Mcingana streets

Co-ordinates: -26.201984, 28.032706
Co-ordinates: -26.200834, 28.032294

• Take Jan Smuts Ave off ramp from M1 south.

• Continue over Empire Rd, past Wits and over   
 Mandela Bridge.

• At the first traffic light after the Mandela Bridge,   
 turn right into Carr Street.

• At the next traffic light turn left into Miriam Makeba  
 Street.

• At the next traffic light turn right into the Newtown  
 Junction Mall road, City Lodge Hotel on the right. 

• Continue to the right around the traffic circle into  
 the Mall’s underground parking garage. 

• When you come out of the parking garage using   
 the lift or escalator the Market Theatre is to the 
 east of the parking area in the direction of the   
 water fountain in the Mall’s square. Walk past The  
 Potato Shed and through the gate. Then turn right  
 towards the Market main entrance. Please ask the  
 security / ushers if you feel unsure.

• To get to the Market Square, continue past the 
 Market Theatre building, cross the road (Lillian   
 Ngoyi Street) and you will see the Market Square  
 entrance towards your left – diagonally across the  
 road from the Market Theatre building.

http://www.markettheatre.co.za/

