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Twenty-nine young festival managers 
from across the globe have gathered 
at the Market Theatre this week to 
engage in conversations, workshops 

and roundtable discussions about festivals. This 
couldn’t come at a better time when the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s 25-year old Zwakala Festival 
is paving new ways in which to present itself going 
into the future.

Funded mainly by the EU and with a further local 
funding from the National Arts Council and the 
National Institute for Humanities & Social Sciences, 
renowned South African playwright Mike Van 
Graan whose work has been extensively staged 
internationally will drive the content component 
for the international Atelier that is being held for 
the first time ever on the African continent.

On World Theatre Day on 27 March, the Market 
Theatre Laboratory will perform its award winning 
play, Hani : The Legacy at the Atelier.

Also leading the South African programme in 
world events, the Windybrow Arts Centre will 
this week be abuzz when more than 500 school 
children walk through the 122-year old heritage 
house to mark Take A Child to the Theatre Day on 
20 March. The Market Theatre Foundation’s Take 
A Child to the Theatre Day programme, funded 
by Business Arts South Africa (BASA), will centre 
around the Market Theatre Foundation’s newest 
baby, the Kwasha! Drama Company presenting its 
inaugural production Ngale Kwendlu : The Other 

Side of the House  and a series of workshops in 
drama and dance specifically designed for the 
children.

South African artist Gerard Sekoto died in exile 
in Paris on 20 March 1993.  Coinciding with the 
25th anniversary of his death, BUZZ honoured 
the iconic musician and playwright whose work 
has been stoically conserved and promoted by 
Barbara Lindop, author of The ART of Gerard 
Sekoto. Barbara Lindop was last week awarded 
the Chevalier l’ordre et des Arts et des Lettres  
(Knight of the Order of the Arts & Literature) by 
the French government.

Barbara Lindop writes a special contribution for 
BUZZ this week. BUZZ also looks back to its 2006 
production, Guga Mzimba : The Spirit of Gerard 
Sekoto which was written & composed by Xoli 
Norman with dramaturgical support provided by 
Craig Higginson. The production was directed 
by Fiona Ramsay. The role of Gerard Sekoto was 
played by Sello Sebotsane. 

The Market Theatre Foundation’s technical 
stores is located in a building on Gerard sekoto 
street in Newtown.  The building which houses the 
theatres props and sets is also being developed 
as the Market Theatre Foundation’s technical 
production hiring services unit which will be 
launched this year.

Enjoy this week’s edition of BUZZ.

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we focus on the first international Atelier being 

held on the African continent, as well as the Take a Child to Theatre Day 
programme, Gerard Sekoto and the weekly Let’s Talk Ideas programme

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)



6    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 17



19 March - 8 April 2018    7



8    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 17

The Next Generation of 
Festival Managers Descend 

on Africa
First Atelier for Young Festival Managers on African soil hosted by Market 

Theatre Foundation
- Yusrah Bardien & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The 13th edition of the international 
Atelier for Young Festival Managers, 
taking place this week from 23 to 
29 March 2018 at the 

Market Theatre Foundation, is 
the first edition to take place on 
the African continent. Funded 
and presented mainly by the EU 
and with local funding support 
from the National Arts Council 
and the National Institute for 
Humanities & Social Sciences, the 
global event aims to pave a way 
for how the next generation of 
festival managers curate content 
for cities and countries that are 
adapting to social, political and 
economic changes. 

Participants at the Atelier 
have found a home at the 
Market Theatre, Market Square 
and at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre engaging each other 
in workshops, roundtables and 
seminars as they discuss various 
aspects of festival management 
with their peers and with 
renowned festival managers 
from pioneering festivals and 
outstanding art centres and 
institutes from all across the 
globe.

 
“We are excited to bring the Atelier to 

Africa and in particular to our vibrant city of 
Johannesburg. This multicultural city is the ideal 
space for this turning point in the history of the 

Atelier. It is also rightly timed as 
we begin to restructure the way 
in which the Market Theatre 
Foundation moves forward with 
its 25-year old Zwakala Theatre 
Festival”, said Ismail Mahomed 
, CEO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

Mahomed delivered the 
keynote address at the opening 
of the Atelier which will take 
place at the the Wits School of 
Arts Revolve. The Atelier has 
been scooped for Africa through 
a collaboration between the 
Market Theatre Foundation and 
the University of Witwatersrand’s 
School of Arts. 

Participants at the Atelier will 
also visit William Kentridge’s 
The Centre for the Less Good 
Idea, the Apartheid Museum, 
Constitutional Hill and the Cradle 
of Humankind. Participants at the 
Atelier are from Zambia, Senegal, 
Malawi, Slovenia, UK, Peru, USA, 
Nigeria, Uganda, Republic of 

Congo, South Korea, France, Spain, China, 
Belgium and South Africa

“We are excited 
to bring the Atelier 
to Africa and in 
particular to our 
vibrant city of 
Johannesburg. This 
multicultural city is 
the ideal space for 
this turning point 
in the history of 
the Atelier. It is also 
rightly timed as we 
begin to restructure 
the way in which 
the Market Theatre 
Foundation moves 
forward with its 25-
year old Zwakala 
Theatre Festival”

- Ismail Mahomed
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Cultural Leadership share 
Experiences and Best 

Practices
More information on the Atelier team

- Yusrah Bardien & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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An array of highly-experienced 
cultural leadership  features 
strongly at the 13th edition 
of the international Atelier for 

Young Fesival Managers that is being held 
in Johannesburg. Headed by award winning 
playwright and arts policy strategist Mike van 
Graan, the team of cultural leaders will guide 
participants through the 7-day programme on 
how to respond to a broad range of matters that 
impact on the curation of artistic content. 

Van graan is the President of the African 
Cultural Policy Network –South Africa. Joining in 
the team to share best practices are:

Mantse Aryeequaye
Co-Director : Accra [Dot] Alt
Director and founder : Chale Wote Street Art Festival
Ghana
“The creative and multi-talented former 

copywriter, Mantse Aryeequaye, has created what is 
perhaps Ghana’s most revolutionary art festival that is 
attracting artists from all over the world.” 

– Business World Ghana

Cristina Fuentes
International Director : Hay Festival
United Kingdom / South America
“She created and has directed Hay Festival 

Cartagena de Indias, Colombia since 2006; Hay 
Festival Segovia, Spain (co-director) since 2006; Hay 
Festival in Mexico since 2010; Hay Festival Beirut, 
Lebanon since 2011 (now interrupted), and Hay 
Festival Arequipa, Perú since 2015”. 

– Literature Across Frontiers 

Carole U. Karemera
Artistic Director : Ishyo Arts Centre
Rwanda
She is the co-founder and Executive Director of 

Ishyo Arts Centre, one the most dynamic cultural 
organisations based in Kigali, involved in advocacy, 
capacity-building and promotion of the creative 
sector in Rwanda. She is the producer of Kina Festival 
(International Performing Arts Festival for Youth) and 
co-producer of Kigali Up music festival and Isaano 
Arts festival.

Annet Lekkerkerker
Director : Holland Festival
Netherlands
Annet Lekkerkerker has extensive experience 

as a manager in the Dutch arts and cultural sector. 
From 1998 to 2002, she worked alongside director 
Johan Simons, first as director of marketing and 
communications and later as managing director for 
ZTHollandia. From 2002 to 2009, Annet Lekkerkerker 
was Head of Programming at the Stadsschouwburg 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands’ most prestigious 
theatre, developing the artistic strategy and planning 
for the new auditorium. 

           
Ismail Mahomed

Chief Executive Officer : Market Theatre Foundation
South Africa
Ismail Mahomed was the Artistic Director of the National 

Arts Festival for 8 years. He has extensive experience in 
arts and culture management. He was the head of the 
Witbank Civic Theatre and served as the Senior Cultural 
Specialist for the US Embassy.

Brett Pyper
Associate Professor and Head : School of the Arts
University of the Witwatersrand
South Africa
Brett Pyper is Head of School at University of 

the Witwatersrand School of the Arts, a cultural 
practitioner, arts administrator, festival director, 
music researcher and academic. Between 2005 and 
2007, he headed the Division of Heritage Studies 
and Cultural Management in the University of the 
Witwatersrand School of Arts in Johannesburg, 
incorporating the Centre for Cultural Policy and 
Management. From 2007 - 2013, he was appointed 
CEO of the Klein Karoo National Arts Festival (Absa 
KKNK). In addition, he was founding Chair of the 
South African Society for Research in Music.

Carmen Romero Quero
Executive Director : Teatro a Mil Foundation
Chile
Among the projects that stand out in her 

management are the 25 editions of Santiago a 
Mil International Festival (1994-2018) that every 
year presents the best of theatre, dance and 
contemporary music of Chile, Latin America and the 
world; The Buenos Aires International Festival (FIBA) 
in Chile (2011, 2013, 2015, 2017); organization of big 
spectacles like Hecho en Chile in the Large Theatre 
of Pompeii together with Teatro di San Carlo in 
Naples and the subsequent presentation in Chile by 
the same Teatro di San Carlo (2010).
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Hani : The Legacy to take 
World Theatre Day stage  

Hani: The Legacy to return to stage for one more performance 
- Clara Vaughan

 - Photographs by: Craig Chitima and Shudu Lubengo
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The Standard Bank Fringe Gold 
Ovation Award-winning production, 
Hani: The Legacy, will have a major 
showing to an audience of global 

cultural leaders on International World Theatre 
Day on 27 March 2018 when it is programmed as 
part of the 13th annual Atelier for Young Fesival 
Managers.

“As one of the most 
successful productions to 
emerge from last year’s fringe 
programme at the National 
Arts Festival in Grahamstown, 
we could not have chosen a 
more appropriate production 
to showcase to the international 
delegates at the Atelier”, said 
Ismail Mahomed, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

Hani : The Legacy developed 
and produced by the Market 
Theatre Laboratory was one of two productions 
that scooped the coveted Standard Bank Fringe 
Gold Ovation Award. The other production 
was Tau which was developed through the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s Zwakala Festival 
programme. Hani: The Legacy is directed by 
Leila Henriques.

After the production’s successful season at 
the Ramaloa Makhene Theatre earlier this year, 
Lesley Stones writing in the Daily Maverick wrote, 
“The vibe is instantly infectious, with exuberant 
breakdancing, colourful costumes, smart lyrics 
and a delightful sense of humour. Energy and 

enthusiasm aren’t enough, of 
course, but the performers have 
bundles of talent too, singing, 
dancing, acting and clowning 
around, and using their voices 
as beat boxes to enhance the 
soundtrack. All 12 get to reveal 
a personality of their own while 
still working as a cohesive unit. 
Hani would appreciate that.”

Hani : The Legacy will be 
staged in the Ramaloa Makhene 
Theatre on 27 March 2018 at 
20:00. A limited number of 
tickets will be available to the 
public for the special staging 

of the show on International World Theatre 
Day.  If you would like to see Hani:The Legacy 
on Tuesday 27 March, please contact Yusrah 
Bardien at yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za or 
Anthony Ezeoke at anthonye@markettheatre.
co.za

“As one of the most 
successful productions 
to emerge from last year’s 
fringe programme at the 
National Arts Festival in 
Grahamstown, we could 
not have chosen a more 
appropriate production 
to showcase to the 
international delegates 
at the Atelier”

- Ismail Mahomed
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BASA Backs the Take a Child 
to the Theatre Day Campaign
Children come to watch Ngale Kwendlu as part of Take a Child to the Theatre Day

-  Ismail Mahomed & Yusrah Bardien
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More than 500 inner-city school 
youth have benefited from the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s 
2018 Take a Child to the Theatre 

campaign on Tuesday 20 March. Supported by 
Business Arts South Africa (BASA) the youth 
audience were led on a journey through the 122-
year old heritage house at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre.  

“Theatre is a special gift to a child; an 
opportunity to become part of a new community, 
the community of the possible and the 
imaginative; an opportunity to see beyond one’s 
own immediate experience into the mysterious 
lives of others; an opportunity to re-evaluate 
one’s perceptions of the world and to be able to 
ask challenging questions:, says Yvette Hardie, 
President of ASSITEJ International, the world 
body that initiated The Take A Child Theatre 
Day campaign and which advocates for the 
development and promotion of theatre for 
young audiences. 

In 2017, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Take 
a Child to the Theatre campaign hosted children 
for a full day programme that introduced them 
to the work that their parents perform behind 
the scenes at the Market Theatre. This year, the 

young audiences will attend the production, 
Ngale KweNdlu which translates to The Other 
Side of the House. The production directed by 
Tamara Guhrs  and Alex Halligey delves into the 
history of the Windybrow - its imagined secrets, 
untold stories and fading memories. Characters 
from different periods of time bumped into 
each other on the stairwell – Doornfontein’s high 
society Randlord wives, street vagrants, actors, 
nurses and Boer war soldiers. 

“We are delighted to partner with Business 
Arts South Africa to ensure that children from 
the inner-city schools of Johannesburg can 
participate in our programme, be exposed to 
the rich legacy of the Windybrow Arts Centre 
and have an experience of the arts that will make 
them want to return to the Theatre over and 
over again”, said Ismail Mahomed, CEO of the 
Market Theatre Foundation.

Adding to Mahomed’s voice, Yvette Hardie 
said, “Theatre is an important preparation 
for life, and no child should be excluded from 
experiencing its special magic. ASSITEJ SA 
salutes the Market Theatre and BASA for this 
initiative for the World Day of Theatre for Children 
and Young People, which celebrates the Take a 
Child to the Theatre campaign.”
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Learners visit the Windybrow Arts Centre 
for Take a Child to Theatre Day to watch 
Ngale Kwendlu: The Other Side of the House

THE
WINDYBROW

ARTS CENTRE
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Take a Child to Theatre Day proudly made possible by 

Business and Arts South Africa

THE
MARKET
T HEATRE
FOUNDATION
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre BUZZ invites our artists, 
patrons and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This 
week, Archiving the Market Theatre calls on South African art historian Barbara 

Lindop to reflect on her work with legendary South African artist, Gerard Sekoto. 
Lindop was awarded the Chevalier l’Ordre et des Arts et des Lettres Award 
by the Embassy of France last week for her work that has championed the 

conservation of Sekoto’s legacy in South Africa. 

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
Image:  tImage 2: Barbara Lindop receiving the insignia of Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres; 

Sourced from thediplomaticsociety.co.za: http://www.thediplomaticsociety.co.za/home/16-home/2420-barbara-lindop-receives-the-insignia-of-chevalier-des-arts-et-des-lettres

Gerard Sekoto, Mother and Child, (1959)
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“In September 1988, ‘Gerard Sekoto’ the 
book, was launched in the then Potato Shed 
at the Market Theatre. The book comprised 
320 colour images of his paintings, covering 
Sekoto’s oeuvre and a long autobiographical 
letter, introducing Sekoto to the world. 

I was forced to self-publish the book as no 
publisher was prepared to take 
the risk of publishing an art 
book about an unknown black 
artist! I had raised some funds 
for this purpose, and met 
very generous donors along 
the way. I asked 20  friends to 
prepare food for the event. I 
had been given donations of 
salads, sides of beef, bread 
and wine. Each friend given 
instructions on the necessary 
preparation. Over 1000 people 
came – by word of mouth, 
defying the intolerant laws that 
imposed racial segregation.

The Ambassadors of the USA, 
the UK, France, Switzerland 
and Germany all attended. 
On the stage, Surendran Reddy played the 
Market Theatre piano and Jennifer Fergusson 
sang. Poet and author Sipho Sepamla and 
visual artist George Pemba (funds were raised 
funds to fly him up from Port Elizabeth) and 
French Ambassador Jacques DuPont were 
seated.  The Ambassador made an historical 

and memorable speech. Sekoto’s niece, Naky 
and her family attended the event. The Market 
Theatre Foundation board member, Grahame 
Lindop, sat at the door selling the books at 
R40.00 a copy although they had cost an 
estimated R750 – 1000.00 each.

The highlight of the event was the showing 
of a video of Sekoto on big 
screens. Sir Ewan Fergusson, 
a former UK Ambassador 
to South Africa and then UK 
Ambassador to France, invited 
Sekoto to his Residence in 
Paris, where we were able to 
film him in preparation for 
this event. It was the first time 
people in South Africa had 
seen and heard of Sekoto since 
his departure for self-exile in 
November 1947.

Sekoto, now famous, died 
on the 20 March 1993. In 2013, 
the Gerard Sekoto Foundation 
celebrated his centenary 
by putting on an acclaimed 
retrospective exhibition of 

Sekoto’s work at the Wits Art Museum in 
Johannesburg. Two important collections 
of Sekoto’s oeuvre  are held at the Wits Art 
Museum and at the IZIKO National Gallery in 
Cape Town”

- Barbara Lindop

"Sekoto, now 
famous, died on the 20 
March 1993. In 2013, 
the Gerard Sekoto 
Foundation celebrated 
his centenary by 
putting on an acclaimed 
retrospective exhibition 
of Sekoto’s work at the 
Wits Art Museum in 
Johannesburg.”

- Barbara Lindop
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Gerard Sekoto Remembered 
& Celebrated

The team behind Guga Mzimba: The Spirit of Gerard Sekoto reflect on Gerard Sekoto
-  Barbara Lindop
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Gerard Sekoto was a significant 
painter who made a considerable 
impression in his early years as one 
of South Africa`s first modernists 

and social realists. He used strong, bright 
colours and unusual perspectives to convey 
the vitality and spontaneity of urban street life, 
especially in areas like Sophiatown and District 
Six.

Sekoto was fiercely dedicated to trying to 
define what it meant to be African. His work 
epitomises this tension between cultures 
and illustrates his hope to move beyond the 
strictures and definitions that were enforced 
on him through racial prejudice - both in South 
Africa and abroad.

After his death in Paris on 20 March 1993, 
some of Sekoto`s possessions were returned 
to South Africa in his old travel-worn suitcase, 
a treasure which revealed that Sekoto had not 
only been a major painter but had composed 
several songs and some poetry; the archive 
also shed light on many of his relationships and 
concerns.

Last week, South African art historian Barbara 
Lindop was honoured by the Embassy of France 
when she received the Chevalier l’Ordre et des 
Arts et des Lettres Award (Knight of the Order 
of the Arts & Literature Award) for her tireless 
work with conserving Sekoto’s legacy.

In 2007, the Market Theatre produced Guga 
Mzimba: The Spirit of Gerard Sekoto, a musical 
production that celebrated the life and times 
of Gerard Sekoto. Written and composed by 
Xoli Norman with dramaturgical support from 
Craig Higginson, the production was directed 
by Fiona Ramsay. BUZZ speaks to the team that 
was behind the 2007 production.

Fiona Ramsay
Director
“It was a wonderful experience examining 

the life and work of Gerard Sekoto, fiercely 

dedicated to defining what it meant to be 
African, yet living most of his life abroad. His 
suitcase of memorabilia guided, writer Xoli 
Norman and I traced his life in Paris to create 
the musical Guga Mzimba: The Spirit of Gerard 
Sekoto capturing the music, the paintings, the 
vibrance, the sadness and the fabric of the 
artists’ life in exile.”  

Regina Sebright
Producer
“Presenting Guga Mzimba: The Spirit of 

Sekoto, a story about the artist’s long exile 
was a privilege for us all. His paintings and his 
music, (who knew) came to life in his homeland 
under the able hands of Xoli Norman and 
Fiona Ramsay with Barbara Lindop generously 
sharing her valuable insights and knowledge. 
“Guga Mzimba” while the body may grow old, 
“Sala nhliziyo” the heart stays young. It was 
fitting that The Market Theatre’s 30th birthday 
celebration was a tribute to one of South Africa’s 
greatest artists.” 

Craig Higginson
Dramaturge
“One of my strongest memories from that 

production was Sello Sebotsane’s performance 
as Gerard Sekoto. It was the first time I’d 
seen Sello act in the theatre and his large 
and impassioned presence carried the show. 
Gerard Sekoto’s life served as a sad and 
poignant reminder of what happened to so 
many talented artists and intellectuals in exile. 
Dislocated from the source of their inspiration - 
the people, places and culture they loved - how 
could they grow their work? Artists don’t need 
suffering in order to make good art but serenity, 
support, a sense of community - a place they 
can call home. Sekoto came to love the people 
and culture of France, but he was always half a 
man, with that more fundamental part of him 
- as an artist and a citizen - quietly grieving for 
home.” 
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Anti-Racism Under the 
Spotlight  

Last week’s Let’s Talk session focused on anti-racism and the differences 
between pro-black and pro-white 

- Yusrah Bardien

The “Let’s Talk” weekly series at 
the Market Theatre is growing 
in popularity. From talking about 
managing grief to finding creative 

ways of directing, the weekly dialogue series has 
become engaging and provocative. The steady 
growth in audience participation is proof that the 
people of Johannesburg wans to talk!

Last week’s “Lets Talk” session opened up 
a conversation on anti-racism by posing the 
provocative question that is bound to get 
tongues wagging: Pro-Black is not Anti White / 
Pro-White is Anti Black (?)

“Why does this phrase trigger so many people 
and how are we approaching it in the arts? 
How does the national discourse affect the arts 
and how do the arts reflect this aspect of the 
national discourse? Who has the right to tell 
black stories?”, asks Yusrah Bardien, the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s Audience Engagement 
Strategist.

Among the theatre-makers in the room who 
tried to answer the question were Sipho Zakwe, 
writer of the play Isithunzi which was inspired by 

the Reitz 4 racism incident at the University of 
the Free State and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana, the 
diirector of the play, Tswalo, currently running at 
the Market Theatre.

Renowned director of Diversi-T, Teresa 
Oakley-Smith will be joined by Professor 
Kristina Hagström-Ståhl (PARSE professor in 
Performative Arts at the Academy of Music and 
Drama, University of Gothenburg) and educator 
strategist, Walter Pike.

The open discussion took place in the 
Gramadoelas at the Market Theatre on Tuesday 
20 March at 18:00.  Themba Mkhoma, drama 
therapist and a Reflective Practice Practitioner 
facilitated the discussion.  The forum discussion is 
supported by The Star newspaper and Embassy 
of Sweden. The programme coincides with the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s Anti-Racism Week 
Campaign (14-21 March).
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At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

This week we look at some of the diverse, best-selling and award-winning novels 
from Pan-African writers. 

. 
- Yusrah Bardien
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The Shadow of Imana: Travels in the Heart of Rwanda
Veronique Tadjo

In 1998 the esteemed poet, novelist and artists Veronique Tadjo 
travelled to Rwanda to try and find out what had motivated the 
1994 genocide. Starting with the premise that what happened in 
Rwanda concerns us all, The Shadow of Imana is a reminder that 
humankind the world over is capable of genocide.

On Black Sisters’ Street
Chika Unigwe

On Black Sisters’ Street tells the haunting story of four women 
who have left their African homeland for riches of Europe, and 
who are thrown together by bad luck and big dreams into a 
sisterhood that will change their lives. It was awarded the 2012 
Nigeria Prize for Literature.

Open City
Teju Cole

This is the bestselling debut novel from a writer heralded as 
the twenty-first century W.G. Sebald. A haunting study of national 
identity, race, liberty, loss and surrender, Open City Follows a 
young Nigerian doctor as he wanders aimlessly along the streets 
of Manhattan.y
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose 
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable 
leader in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week in the Art of Partnerships BUZZ 
celebrates its partnership with the NIHSS, who recently held their annual awards at 

the Market Theatre. 
 

  - Ismail Mahomed

The National Institute for Humanities & 
Social Sciences (NIHSS) is the newest 
sponsor of programming at the 
Market Theatre Foundation. With 

sponsorship secured for the Market Theatre 
Laboratory and for the International Atelier for 
Young Festival Managers, the Market Theatre 
Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed, was invited 
to speak at the NIHSS’s annual awards held at 
the Market Theatre last week. The following are 
are excerpts from his talk:

“With more than 300 awards for artistic 
excellence and 2 awards for human rights, the 
Market Theatre Foundation is celebratory and 
critically reflective of its past, anchored and 
engaged with our present times and visionary 
about our future. It is for this reason that we are 
particularly delighted that the National Institute 
for Humanities and Social Sciences has selected 
our site of conscience and place of retelling 
history as the venue for its 3rd annual Humanities 
and Social Sciences Awards to recognize 
authors, creatives and intellectuals who explore 
the meanings of South Africa’s past, present and 
future; and who give relevance and vibrancy to 
the Human & Social Sciences in South Africa.”

“Our writers and directors have created their 
work from memories and imagination; from 
reflections and projections, from pain and 

survival, from loss and victory, from despair and 
hope, from anecdotes and scholarly research. 
In the darkness of our auditorium, each of the 
plays on our stages offer our audiences a unique 
experience of being personally engaged with 
the plot as it unfolds; and yet at the same time 
to have a public encounter with the actors who 
have the courage to play the roles which give us a 
deeper understanding of the human condition.”

“Through poetry, music, dance, spoken 
word, drama and visual images our artists hold 
an incredible capacity to inspire, challenge, 
provoke and engage us. Our actors perform 
what academics teach in their lecture rooms. 
Our spoken word artists beat out rhythms about 
social justice for which public intellectuals hold 
the fort on radio, television and the print media. 
Our musicians sing lyrics that heal us and bring 
us together in far more effective ways than 
any politician can imagine doing. Our dancers 
create movements that stir and evokes in us 
the consciousness that all our hearts beat with 
the same pulse. The arts through all its diverse 
expression unites us in our common humanity 
because it allows us to be at the same time both 
the outsider watching in and insider experiencing 
the other. The arts immerse us in both the political 
and the personal; and the intersection between 
the arts and the social sciences and humanities is 
inseparable.”
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Transforming the City with 
a Photo Exhibition at Park 

Station  
Market Photo Workshop partners with the U-Care Medical Centre for a photo 

exhibition at Park Station 
- Lemogang Matlhong

- Photographer: Siphosihle Mkhwanazi 

Emerging photographers have been given 
an opportunity to exhibit their photographs to 
a larger public at Johannesburg’s Park Station 
through a unique partnership between the 
Market Photo Workshop and the U-Care 
Medical Centre. 

The photographs in the U-Collaboration 
exhibition represent a selection of images 
produced by alumni of the Market Photo 
Workshop during their class-related projects 
completed between 2012 to 2016. The group 
exhibition explores the public space in the city of 
Johannesburg through the lenses of migration, 
commuting and health. The dynamics showcase 

the transformation of a diverse city as it heads 
towards becoming a socially integrated African 
city.

“Park Station is the ideal space to make 
local emerging photographic work known to a 
wider public that does not usually have access 
to contemporary photography that is normally 
presented in traditional gallery spaces”, said 
Lekhetho Makola, head of the Market Photo 
Workshop.

The U-Collaboration – Exploring a Transforming 
City exhibition will be at the U-Care Medical 
Centre at Park Station until 31 December 2018.
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New Weekend Photography 
Courses on Offer  

The Market Photo Workshop offers new weekend photography courses 
- Mika Conradie

Following the growing demand for 
short weekend courses at the Market 
Square, a new course in photography 
is being introduced for non-specialist 

photographers. The practical course will offer a 
basic introduction to photography skills combined 
with a curated photographic excursion of the city. 
The course will be presented by Market Photo 
Workshop alumnus, Anthony Kaminju.

The weekend photography course will offer 
a grounding to the technique and language of 

photography. Participants will be introduced to 
the skillsand tools needed to explore the world 
of digital photography.

The two course will take place on 24 & 25 
March 2018 from 09h00 to 16h00 each day. The 
full course costs R2 000. Enquiries can be made 
by calling (name of person) at (telephone) or by 
writing to at (email address).
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The Market Photo Workshop 
on the Move …  

Khona Dlamini and Mika Conradie presents at a talk at the National Archives 
and Records Service of South Africa 

- Mika Conradie
- Photographer: Msizi Nkosi

At the Sibikwa Community Art 
Centre in Benoni the Market 
Photo Workshop alumni, Thandile 
Zwelibanzi and Mpho Khwezi, are 

working with participants in technical and brief 
response training. Participants will have been 
trained in different modes of photography with 
a focus on photography for performance in the 
Sibikwa Total Photography Training Project.

The Market Photo Workshop’s public 
programming team, Khona Dlamini and Mika 
Conradie, presented at a talk at the National 

Archives and Records Service of South Africa 
about the Market Photo Workshop’s current 
project of building a home for photographers 
in South Africa that have been historically 
marginalised by institutions. The talk also reflected 
on the Market Photo Workshop’s  historical 
post-1994 archive of student photography. The 
presentation was part of the National Archives 
and Records Service of South Africa’s seminar 
titled: Narrating History Through Photographs: 
Echoes and Possibilities of Archival Photographic 
Collections. 



19 March - 8 April 2018    35



36    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 17

Market Theatre Laboratory 
Spreads Wings in 

Mpumalanga  
Market Theatre Laboratory expands its boundaries and offers a new 12 week 

short course in acting in Nelspruit (Mpumalanga) 
- Clara Vaughan

Following the huge success of the 
Market Photo Workshop’s short 
courses in photography at the Sibikwa 
Arts Centre in Benoni, the Market 

Theatre Laboratory is now spreading its wings 
and will offer a part-time 12 week short course 
in Nelspruit (Mpumalanga) as an entry point into 
the performing arts for aspiring actors with little 
training or minimal experience.

The course will provide a comprehensive 
foundation in the basic skills and techniques 
of acting, introducing by a new concept each 
week. The 12th and final class will be a showcase 

of some of the work achieved during the course, 
giving the students the opportunity to perform 
and get feedback on their progress. Students 
will be awarded a certificate confirming that they 
have successfully completed the Market Theatre 
Laboratory’s short course.

The course will take place from 12 May to 
28 July. The course fee is R2000.  Application 
forms are available at the Reception Desk in 
Market Square or can be downloaded from the 
following link. http://www.marketlab.co.za/part-
time acting classes/ 
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Market Theatre Tours
Market Theatre Tours geared for School Learners

Weekly tours of the Market Theatre are designed to give visitors historical 
information about the iconic 42-year-old theatre complex. Tours are arranged 
to meet the needs of the visiting groups. Tours can be booked by calling Busi 

Letwaba at 011 832 1641 or by writing to busil@markettheatre.co.za 
- Busi Letwaba

Fifty three Grade 12 learners from the 
Mehlwana High School in (name of 
town) visited the Market Theatre for 
an educational tour.  The group was 

also introduced to the work of the Market 
Photo Workshop.

Loyiso Old John, the (title of his job) at the 
Market Photo Workshop gave the students a 
historical background about the establishment 
of the School. He also spoke about the 
importance of photography. His talk was 
followed by a fascinating short documentary 
about photography.

The students also watched the play, Gomora 
in rehearsal. Milindeli Zondi, Tsholofelo Mmbi, 
Zolani Shapiro  and Lerato Sefatse who are the 
young cast of Gomora offered the students both 
a motivational talk and answered questions 
about careers in the theatre.

If you are a school teacher and are interested 
in offering your students an opportunity to 
learn about careers in the theatre then arrange 
a block booking for your students to visit the 
Market Theatre. Busi Letwaba’s tours are 
arranged to meet the needs and interests of 
the visiting groups. Tours can be booked by 
calling her at 011 832 1641 or by writing to 
busil@markettheatre.co.za
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Up Close and Personal with 
Seipati Ncube 7 Years Later
This week’s Up Close and Personal focuses on Market Theatre Foundation 

Project Administrator, Seipati Ncube
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Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  I’m always thinking about creating. My 
future starts when I wake up every morning. 
Every day I find something creative to do with 
my life.

Q:   What does your job entail? 

A:  Schedules, Planning, Time Lines, liaising 
between the producing office and the creative 
teams of a production as well as between 
other internal and external stakeholders

• Compile itineraries based on purpose, 
dates, and locations.

• Manage all travel arrangements and 
itineraries for all company members 
for both the Community Theatre 
Development programme and 
Productions as well as staff from time to 
time

• Visa applications, booking 
accommodation, flights arrangements 
and transportation (e.g. Car rentals, 
Flights etc).  Negotiate the type and 
costs of services to be provided, in line 
with a budget

• Hosting visiting companies and assisting 
with logistical arrangements as may be 
required

• Processing travel and subsistence claims
• Arrange events/Function, workshops 

and identify venues, invite role players, 
organize refreshments, and set up 
schedule

• Organize the venue and ensure that it is 
appropriately set up, about seating and 
decor

• Find solutions to any problems that arise 
concerning services or programmes 
provided

• Follow up with clients to arrange 
payment and, after the event, to evaluate 
the service provided

Q:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

A:  I see myself working in an environment 
where I will be utilizing my skills and 
learning new skills in IT industry, managing a 
department and pursuing my business interest 
as an IT entrepreneur.

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  To make space accessible to the youth 
in the rural community

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
S.A., what would it be?

A:  Poverty, Unemployment, and the 
Political situation

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A:  I spend my weekends studying. After 
completing my Bookkeeping qualification with 
Rosebank College I’m currently studying Pastel 
with Uni-College.
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The Year of Magical 
Thinking Personalities

We speak to Joan Didion and Paul Riekert, from The Year of Magical Thinking 

Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Joan Didion (Playwright)

Joan Didion is a celebrated American 
novelist and journalist. She was born 
on December 5, 1934 and grew up in 
Sacramento. She earned her Bachelor 

of Arts degree in English from the University of 
California Berkeley in  1956. Her career started 
at Vogue magazine from where she went on 
to become renowned as the writer whose 
work defined US culture in the 60’s and 70’s. 

Her writing is characterized by “her signature 
lyricism and savvy” (The Guardian). 

For much of her career, Didion worked closely 
with her husband, John Gregory Dunne. The 
two collaborated on many screenplays and 
screen adaptations, including Up Close and 
Personal, A Star is Born, and the adaptation of 
her novel Play It As It Lays. Her other novels and 
non-fiction works include Run River, Slouching 
Towards Bethlehem, A Book of Common 
Prayer, Salvador, Democracy and Blue Nights. 
In 2003 John Gregory Dunne died, ending their 
partnership of forty years. 

Didion chronicled her response to his death 
and the illness of their only daughter, Quintana, 
in her memoir, The Year of Magical Thinking. 
Shortly after it was published, Quintana also 
died and Didion began turning the memoir into 
a play under the guidance of British playwright 
and director, David Hare. The first performance 
took place on March 29, 2007 at the Booth 
Theatre in New York, starring Vanessa Redgrave 
A documentary titled Joan Didion: The Centre 
Will Not Hold was released on Netflix at the 
end of 2017.

Paul Riekert (Sound Design)

Paul Riekert started recording sounds 
and playing music at the tender age 
of five, and is still obsessively doing 
the same, on a daily basis. After 

completing a BA degree at Wits University and 
a brief stint as a language teacher, he decided 
to follow his passion, and

chose music / sound as his profession. 

Paul is best known as the brain and voice 
of Battery 9, one of the very few exponents 
of “Industrial” music in South Africa, releasing 
eight albums and winning one SAMA award 
(Best Rock Album) thus far. Other projects 
include Joos Tonteldoos, Breinskade, General 
Dealer and Die Menere. Apart from his own 
creative work, Paul has been composing music 
for television and film since 1993 (mostly 
music for dramas, programme logos, children’s 
programmes, animation and commercials).  He 
also specialises in other audio work, including 
sound design, audio mastering and -restoration.
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National Theatre Live at the 
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

Programming details for the popular National Theatre Live Film series.
- Clara Vaughan

T he Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
screenings of National Theatre Live 
films have been so popular since 
the series was launched at the 

Ramolao Makhene Theatre last year. 

The programme of screenings for the first 
semester of this year has been announced as 
following:

Follies 
Stephen Sondheim’s legendary musical is staged 

for the first time at the National Theatre and 
broadcast live to cinemas. New York, 1971. There’s 
a party on the stage of the Weismann Theatre. 
Tomorrow the iconic building will be demolished. 
Thirty years after their final performance, the Follies 
girls gather to have a few drinks, sing a few songs, 
and lie about themselves. Tracie Bennett, Janie 
Dee, and Imelda Staunton play the magnificent 
Follies in this dazzling new production. Featuring a 
cast of 37 and an orchestra of 21, it’s directed by 
Dominic Cooke (The Comedy of Errors). Winner 
of Academy, Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards, 
Sondheim’s previous work includes A Little Night 
Music, Sweeney Todd, and Sunday in the Park with 
George. Please note this broadcast does not have 
an interval. Please note that this performance of 
Follies includes strobe lighting.

Date: Thursday 26 April
Time: 13h00

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Tennessee Williams’ twentieth century 

masterpiece Cat on a Hot Tin Roof played a strictly 
limited season in London’s West End in 2017. 
Following his smash hit production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Benedict Andrews’ ‘thrilling revival’ 
(New York Times) starred Sienna Miller alongside, 
Jack O’Connell and Colm Meaney. On a steamy 
night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at 
their cotton plantation to celebrate Big Daddy’s 
birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive 
as the lies they tell. Brick and Maggie dance round 
the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to 
destroy their marriage. With the future of the 
family at stake, which version of the truth is real – 
and which will win out? Please note that the stage 
production has an age guidance of 15 and over. 
Show image photography Charlie Grey; Production 
photography Johan Person.

Date: Friday18 May
Time: 13h00
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

The Year of Magical Thinking 
- Barney Simon

9 1

Meet Me at Dawn - Mannie Manim 16 15

Tswalo - Ramolao Makhene 20 - 25

HANI: The Legacy - Ramolao Makhene 27

The Gibson Kente Musical 
- The John Kani

13 - 29

The Train Driver - Mannie Manim 4 3

Nongogo - Windybrow Arts Centre 15 15
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The Year of Magical Thinking

Life changes fast.
Life changes in the instant.
You sit down to dinner and life as you know   

 it ends.

So, begins American writer Joan Didion’s 
memoir of the year following her husband, 
John Gregory Dunne’s, death. The unexpected 
event ended a partnership of 40 years in 
a second, just days after their only child, 
Quintana, had fallen dangerously ill and 
slipped into a coma. 

During Joan’s New York promotion of the 
recently published memoir, Quintana became 
seriously ill again. Following massive brain 
surgery, she died. She was thirty-nine.

Six months after her second tragedy, Joan 
began working on turning her memoir into a 
play. This time she was dealing, not only with 

the loss of her partner, but with the loss of her 
entire immediate family. 

The Year of Magical Thinking is a journey 
through that most universal experience of 
human pain: bereavement. It is frequently 
harrowing, often amusing and an expression of 
the power love must give life meaning.

Performed by Dorothy Ann Gould

Dates
 Friday 9 March –  
 Sunday 1 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Barney Simon
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MEET ME AT DAWN
“Two women wash up on a distant shore 

following a violent boating accident. Dazed by 
their experience, they look for a path home. 
But they discover that this unfamiliar land is not 
what it seems – and that, though they may be 
together, they have never been further apart.

Unflinchingly honest and tenderly lyrical, 
Meet Me at Dawn is a modern fable exploring 
the triumph of everyday love, the mystery of 
grief, and the temptation to become lost in a 
fantasy future that will never be.

Inspired by Orpheus’s desperate reclamation 
of his wife Eurydice from the underworld, Meet 
Me at Dawn is written by the award-winning 
playwright Zinnie Harris…”

Performed by Pamela Nomvete and 
Natasha Sutherland

Dates
 Friday 21 March –  
 Sunday 14 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim
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Tswalo
From the multi award-winning theatre duo 

comes Tswalo a celebration of the art of solo 
performance a tale told through poetry and 
physical storytelling entwine to interrogate the 
rules that govern life on earth, such as power, 
creation, politics, connection, and intuition 
–the performers’ expression of his ‘source’. 
The work undoubtedly begs the question (or 
theory) of being, becoming and unbecoming.

Tswalo is the winner of the Cape Town 
Fringe Fresh Performer Award and Cape Town 
Fringe Fresh Creative Award for Directing. 
In Tswalo, the performer’s expression of his 
spiritual “source” gives the audiences the 
baton to walk through their own paradigm 
of ontology, the poetry, prose, and physical 
storytelling furnish us with the necessary tools 
into a deep meditation.

Tswalo is written and performed by Billy 
Langa with direction and lighting design by 
Mahlatsi Mokgonyana in collaboration with 
composer and sound designer John Withers.

Dates
 Tuesday 20 March –  
 Sunday 25 March 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Ramolao Makhene
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Hani: The Legacy
Hani: The Legacy, won the Standard Bank 

Gold Ovation Award at the National Arts 
Festival and it played to sold out houses 
in Grahamstown and at the 969 Festival in 
Johannesburg last year. 

Directed by Leila Henriques and featuring 
a cast of multi-talented young actors who 
are graduates from the Market Theatre 
Laboratory, the ground-breaking musical 
combines hip hop, ballad, traditional music 
and spectacular choreography to bring to life 
the story of under-praised struggle hero Chris 
Hani. 

Hani was an inspiring leader in the liberation 
movement. His murder by right-wing 
extremists in April 1993, at a time when the 
country was on a knife-edge of crucial political 
negotiations and rampant political violence, 
turned him into a martyr. Through a fresh, 

innovative and entertaining theatrical form, 
the production grapples with the gap left by 
Hani after his assassination and explores how 
his legacy can inspire in a time with enormous 
political and social challenges.

Dates 
 Tuesday 27 March  

Time
 Tuesday 20:00

Venue 
 Ramolao Makhene
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The Gibson Kente Musical
Where Robert Sobukwe, Mirriam Makeba 

and Nelson Mandela left an indelible mark in 
our imagination, the late Gibson “Bra Gib” 
Kente (1932 – 2004) prevalently referred to as 
the father of township theatre played an equally 
consequential role. Plays like How Long, I Believe 
and Too Late amongst many others spoke to 
the heart of what indigenous South Africans 
experienced under a repressive and foreign 
regime. 

It is from the townships that legends like 
him have influenced the cultural, economic 
and political landscape of South Africa and 
various parts of the globe. Gibson Kente was 
a theatre extraordinaire; he was a director, 
producer, playwright, music composer and 
choreographer of his own plays. Not only was 
he a theatre practitioner but he also contributed 
to the education and training space in South 
Africa. Being the cardinal storyteller illustrating 
black pain, love and aspiration in the time of 
Apartheid, it is with great pleasure to announce 
that he will be commemorated in a musical 

tribute of songs from the plays he produced by 
Soweto Theatre in collaboration with Market 
Theatre. 

Performed by: Billy Langa, Mxolisi and 
Siboniso (Soulphiatown), Gugu Mbongwa, 
Nobantu Baba, Ntsika Fana Ngxanga, 
Thembisile Khumalo, Xoli Bongwana, Paballo 
Sithe.

Dates
 Friday 13 April –  
 Sunday 29 April 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The John Kani
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Last Week in Pictures 
Opening Night: The Year of Magical Thinking on Wednesday 14 March 2018

- Photographer: Thato Kobile
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Last Week in Pictures 
Opening Night: Meet Me at Dawn on Thursday 22 March 2018

- Photographer: Thato Kobile
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