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In this issue of BUZZ, we share with our 
readers some of the excitement and 
vibrancy that resonated at the Africa Day 
celebration at the Windybrow Arts Centre. 

We also continue to celebrate our partnership 
with the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS); 
and we unpack some exciting projects that we 
jointly present.

Film enthusiasts will have a feast at the Market 
Theatre this month. In a unique film festival, aimed 
at children the Market Theatre Foundation in 

partnership with Moments Entertainment throws 
the spotlight on the South African leader Nelson 
Mandela.

In our regular feature Archiving the Market Theatre 
the doyenne of South African theatre, Dawn 
Lindberg, shares a scarcely known part of her bid 
for the Market Theatre when the Johannesburg 
City Council called for tenders to convert the Fruit 
& Vegetable Market into a theatre. 

Enjoy BUZZ!  See you at the Theatre!

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we look back at the Africa Day celebration at the 

Windybrow Arts Centre and celebrate our partnershop with the French institute 
of South Africa and also look at more of the exciting developments at the 

Market Theatre. 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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Ideas Cross Borders at 2018 
Africa Day

The Windybrow Arts Centre hosts Africa Day 2018
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi,Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed

- Photos by: Michael Phasha

Minister of Arts and Culture, Nathi MthethwaThe Muffinz

Head of the Windybrow Arts Centre, Keitu Gwangwa and 
the CEO of the Market Theatre Foundation, Ismail Mahomed
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O    n Friday 25 May, the Windybrow 
Arts Centre was filled with exuberant 
color, excitement and vibrant 
performances that resonated 

with the spirit of the African continent when the 
Market Theatre Foundation in partnership with 
the Department of Arts & Culture presented the 
oficial Africa Day celebration.

“Since opening our doors at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre last year this is the first major national 
event hosted by the Department of Arts & 
Culture at the Windybrow Arts Centre. It is a 
significant endorsement of our vision to make 
the Windybrow Arts Centre a site for Pan-African 
cultural exression”, said Ismail Mahomed, CEO 
of the Market Theatre Foundation, in his opening 
address.

The event was atended by several diplomats from 
African countries including the Ministers of Culture 
from Swaziland and the Democratic Republic of 
Kongo. South African Minister of Arts & Culture, 
Minister Nathi Mthetwa played hosted to the 
dignitaries.

“ideas don’t need passports to cross 
borders”

Kgopedi Lilokoe 
(Africa Day Programme Director)

Oliver Mtukudzi got the audience on their feet.
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The celebrations included a performance by 
legendary musician Oliver Mtutukuszi who had 
revellers on their feet. Spoken Word artist Vangile 
Gantsho’s moving rendition of a poem hit hard 
at home about the power of African unity. It was 
programme director, Kgopedi Lilokoe, when 
talking about cross-border engagement summed 
up the spirit of the day when she said, “ideas don’t 
need passports to cross borders”.

The event at the Windybrow Arts Centre was an 
outstanding culmination of the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s 2018 Africa Month programme 
which consisted of performances, workshops, 
roundatables, exhibitions and a seminar about 
Pan-Africanism chaired by media luminary, Shado 
Twala.

“Since opening our doors at the Windybrow Arts Centre last year this is the 
first major national event hosted by the Department of Arts & Culture at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre. It is a significant endorsement of our vision to make 
the Windybrow Arts Centre a site for Pan-African cultural exression”

Ismail Mahomed (Market Theatre Foundation CEO)

THE
WINDYBROW

ARTS CENTRE
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A Partnership that Grows 
to National Scale 

Looking back at the partnerhip between the Market Theatre Foundation and 
the French Institute of South Africa

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi & Ismail Mahomed

I t is almost two years since the 
French Institute of South Africa 
(IFAS) and the Market Theatre 
signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) and the number 
of projects jointly presented is testimony 
that bonds woven with the the Market 
Theatre Foundation are productive and 
results-driven.

Since signing MOU the Market 
Theatre Foundation has collaborated 
with IFAS to present work at all three 
venues of the Foundation. In the 
Market Theatre, the South African born 
choreographer Robyn Orlin’s, In A 
World Full of Butterflies, It Takes Balls 
to be a Caterpillar had its South African 
premiere in the John Kani Theatre. This 
was followed by TORDRE, a poignant 
dance production by French-Algerian 
choreographer Rachid Ouramdane, 
co-director of the prestigious Centre 
choréographique national de Grenoble.

At the Market Square, The Night of 
Ideas in the Auditorium at the Market 
Photo Workshop was followed by 
The Alchemy of Words at the Ramolao 
Makhene Theatre which was also 
included a masterclass for the Market 
Lab students.

IFAS’s highly-popular Fête  de la 
Musique programme was presented at 
both the Windybrow Arts Centre and in 
the Market Theatre precinct.  

“This dynamic partnership has 
enabled both the Market Theatre 
Foundation and the French Institute 
of South Africa to jointly explore 
opportunities that brings together 
artists, thought-leaders and trendsetters 
from our two nations to engage 
and inspire each other”, said Ismail 
Mahomed, the CEO of the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

As the cultural agency of the French 
Embassy in South Africa, IFAS-Culture 
organizes artistic events throughout 
the country all year round. Events 
organized and supported by IFAS take 
place in venues and festivals throughout 
the country, allowing the Institute to 
establish relationships with various 
South African partners. 
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As part of its mission, IFAS-Culture 
encourages cultural diversity and 
exchanges between South Africa, France 
and the rest of the African continent 
by supporting artistic events ranging 
from contemporary dance, theatre, 
puppetry and music, to contemporary 
art exhibitions and literature.

This year the partnership between 
the Market Theatre Foundation and 
IFAS will be taken to even greater 
heights.  With the support of IFAS 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s new 
resident company, the Kwasha! Drama 
Company,  will make their National 
Arts Festival debut with a South African 
inspired production of The Little prince 
before embarking on a four city tour 
that will culminate in a two week run at 
the Ramolao Makhene theatre at the 
Market Square. 

The Little Prince will be at the National 
Arts Festival from Thursday 28 June to 
Monday 1 July 2018.
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Celebrate 7 Years of Free 
Music for All with the 

Fête De La Musique 2018
Looking back at the history of the Fête de la Musique and what exciting 

developments are coming this year 
- Supplied by IFAS

- Images retrieved from: http://fetedelamusiquejhb.co.za
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NEWTOWN JUNCTION - The 
Mall that celebrates South African 
Culture 

 

The Alliance Française of 
Johannesburg, the French 
Institute of South Africa (IFAS), 
and Bassline Live in partnership 

with the Market Theatre Foundation are 
proud to announce the 7th edition of the 
Fête de La Musique – the iconic global 
celebration of music that annually warms 
winter calendars in Johannesburg and 
celebrates the universal language of music! 

Officially announced as the 9th June 
2018, the date is highly notable, as for one 
day Newtown comes alive with festivity – 
bringing families and friends together for 
good food, fun activities and above all, free 
music for the entire day. 

With a countrywide application process 
having been underway for the past two 
months, 6 stages will now be filled with the 
best in professional and amateur musicians 
and bands, all encouraged to perform, 
entertain, express themselves, and continue 
generating music for future generations. 

In previous years, up to 8000 people 
have gathered in the Newtown Junction 
to be part of the Fete experience – and the 
numbers are estimated to climb this year 
with the addition of two new music stages. 
These 6 open-air stages will offer styles to 
cater for every taste and genre of music, 
including certain French and international 
acts. It is a fun, safe and exciting atmosphere 
that brings communities together between 
11am and 7pm.  With over 2000 safe 
parking bays, restaurants and bars, one can 
make the most of this free music event. 

We are very proud and grateful to 
announce that once again, Total South 
Africa is supporting this event. The Fête de 
la Musique is part of their heritage portfolio 

which is dedicated to supporting and 
advancing the cultural and artistic endeavour 
across multiple disciplines. 

Nyameka Makonya, CSI Manager of Total 
was quoted as saying, “Total South Africa 
is excited to, once again, be a partner in 
bringing French and South African culture 
together at this unique event. As a French 
business operating in South Africa, it is 
essential to support events that unify our 
heritage and demonstrate the opportunities 
that our commitment and collaboration in 
the arts creates for all South Africans.”  

We are proud to present the preliminary 
line up of musicians for 2018 below. 

The full programme is also available on: 
Website - www.fetedelamusiquejhb.co.za  
Facebook - @fetedelamusiquejhb  
Twitter: @JoburgFDLM 
Instagram: @fetedelamusiquejhb 

THE FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE 
- FROM FRANCE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA ORIGINS

The Fête de la Musique was 
created in 1982 at the initiative 
of Jack Lang, then French 
Minister of Culture. The idea of 

organising a free music evening was made a 
reality by Maurice Fleuret, Director of Music 
and Dance who observed that one child out 
of two in France played a musical instrument. 

Originally, the Fête de la Musique (or 
World Music Day) is a popular and free 
music event taking place down the streets 
each year in France on the 21st of June, 
day of summer solstice, the shortest night 
of the year in the northern hemisphere. 
Throughout the country and abroad, jazz, 
soul, funk, rock, electro, reggae, classical 
music and many other musical styles are 

http://www.fetedelamusiquejhb.co.za
http://@fetedelamusiquejhb


A Partnership with the 
Bronx : Shared Lived 

Experiences 
Lekgetho Makola takes up invitation to walk through the Bronx Documentary 

Centre in New York
- Lekgetho Makola

The Bronx Documentary Centre 
in New York offers high quality 
free photography education and 
access to photography resources 

to youth from the communities of the Bronx 
and its surrounding areas. During his recent 
visit to New York, the head of Market Photo 
Workshop, Lekgetho Makola took up an 
invitation to walk through its space meet 
some of the youthful staff of this amazing 
photography community centre. 

Makola’s discussions with the founder of 
the school, Michael Kamber,  ended with 
a commitment of an online platform for 
students from both Market Photo Wokshop 
and the Bronx Documentary Centre to 
interact and exchange experiences and 
ideas. The first activity that will take place 
later this year will be an exchange of a 
curated student exhibition. Each institution 
will host an exhibition of the other.

“Many of students in our programmes 
share similar lived experiences with youth of 

the Bronx so the level of interaction should 
be that of mutual benefit to all our students”, 
says Makola.

Funding permitting, there is also an 
opportunity for a youth (18 to 21-years-old) 
focused residency programme that may be 
activated.
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enthusiastically celebrated by amateurs and 
professional musicians. 

 
Nowadays, the Fête de la Musique has 

become one of the country’s greatest cultural 
events and an international phenomenon. 
It is celebrated in June in no less than 700 
cities in the world in 120 countries including 
South Africa. The Fête de la Musique allows 
million to discover new musical trends from 
traditional music to rap, hip-hop, techno, 
world music, musical carnival and so much 
more.  The Fête de la Musique is celebrated 
in a cheerful and festive atmosphere by both 
amateur and professional musicians who 
perform in the streets, squares, gardens or 
courtyards for free. 

The event gives the opportunity for the 
major musical institutions to reach out new 
audiences. The Fête de la Musique makes 
the art and culture more accessible for all. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN FÊTE DE 
LA MUSIQUE 

Thanks to the vibrant and global 
French cultural network, the Fête 
de la Musique has expanded 
internationally and continues to 

grow exponentially. In South Africa, the first 
Fête de la Musique was inaugurated in 2010 
in Richmond Hill, Port Elizabeth. The second 
one took place the following year at Arts on 
Main in Johannesburg. 

Taking place now in the Newtown 
historical cultural hub, it drew last year more 
than 30,000 music lovers in Johannesburg, 
Port Elizabeth, Pretoria, East London and 
other cities.  The Fête de la Musique is one 
of the fastest growing festival brand in South 
Africa, attracting every year more and more 
people. 

For artist publicity communications: 
Caroline Hillary on: 
083 278 3906 or 
caroline@carolinehillary.com 

For cultural communications: 
Soraya Karimi - Cultural Officer, Alliance 

Française on 
(011) 646-4521 or 
culture.afjhb@gmail.com 

Ambre Arcangeli - Communication Officer, 
Alliance Française on 

(011) 646-4521 or 
communication.jhb@alliance.org.za 

For cultural communications: 
Chloé Thébia: Communications Officer, 

French Institute of South Africa on: 
(011) 727 5113 or 
comm.culture@ifas.org.za 

Thomas Vassort: Cultural Officer, French 
Institute of South Africa on: 

(011) 727 5113 or 
thomasv@ifas.org.za 

  
FETE DE LA MUSIQUE 2018 - 

ARTIST LINE UP 
 

FEMI KOYA 
Femi Koya is the new face of the African 

Renaissance. Combining Afrobeat and 
jazz, West African highlife with a nostalgic 
Sophiatown flavour, his music is a rich blend 
of deep and sultry jazz and contemporary 
groove. He is urban and urbane. His life’s 
journey - a story of migration from the West 
to the South - resonates in his music, which 
creates a conscious dialogue between West 
African and South African sounds. This 

mailto:caroline%40carolinehillary.com?subject=
mailto:culture.afjhb%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:communication.jhb%40alliance.org.za?subject=
mailto:comm.culture%40ifas.org.za%20%20?subject=
mailto:thomasv%40ifas.org.za%20%20?subject=


Makola Places African 
Photography On Agenda 
Of Photography Summit  

Lekgetho Makola represents the  Market Photo Workshop at the “It’s 
On All of Us: Focusing on Action on Diversity and Representation in 

Photojournalism” summit
- Lekgetho Makola

In a full day summit titled “It’s On 
All of Us: Focusing on Action on 
Diversity and Representation in 
Photojournalism”, sponsored by The 

New York Times, Race/Related and The New 
York Times Lens hosted at the Graduate 
School at The City University of New York 
the discussions focused on gate-keeping, 
diversification, content representation and 
the commissioning of photographers in 
main media houses in the USA. 

The summit provided a great opportunity 
for the Market Photo Workshop 
represented by its head, Lekgetho Makola 
to present itself as one of the main producers 
of highly skilled photographers on the 
African continent that could be approached 
for assignments based in Africa.
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musical fusion demonstrates the path to a 
new and culturally integrated Africa in which 
a common heritage is reinforced to meet 
the needs of today’s world. His quest is for 
African unity at a time when he believes 
Africa should claim its rightful and proud 
place in the world. 

 
Artist links 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

femikoyamusic/ 
Twitter: @femkoya 
Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/

olufemiogunkoya Soundcloud: /femikoya 

 IBAAKU
 Senegalese multi-disciplinary artist 

Ibaaku is a prolific and eclectic artist. Like a 
musical UFO, he introduces us to his world 
mixing hip-hop and experimental electro 
blended with Senegalese references and 
afro-futuristic style. During his Southern 
African tour, he will perform at the Fête de la 
Musique for an exceptional musical getaway 
of styles and art forms. 

JESS AND CRABBE
Jess & Crabbe originally established their 

name as a house music act.  Since 1999, this 
French duo has released several records 
and has produced numerous remixes for 
various artists including Daft Punk. Their 
mixtapes are currently considered classics 
and acclaimed by loyal fans all worldwide. 
In 2010, Southern Fried Records reissued 
a version of their ‘99 hit, Big Booya, with 
remixes among which Fat Boy Slim’s. In 
2013, the UK label, Hot Haus Rec./UTTU, 
reissued Big Booya and Council with 
remixes by Matrixxman and Kodiak. In 2010, 

they co-founded BAZZERK, a music label 
and multi-form entertainment project that 
focuses essentially on African urban music 
and worldwide experimental upfront club 
music. In addition, the emergence of Kuduro 
out of afro communities in Europe, US, and 
Japan is credited to them. They brought into 
the spotlight the often ignored Afroscenes, 
particularly those originating from Southern 
Africa and Portugal. Crabbe has been the 
chief A&R of the label B.Yrslf Division from 
2010 till mid-2015, which focused on the 
emerging bass scene and all mutating forms 
of house and club music. Jess is also the co-
curator of the compilations Space Oddities 
from Born Bad records and is the founder 
and drummer of afro-funk-punk band 
10LEC6 under Ed Banger records. 

MORENA LERABA
Morena Leraba is a shepherd from 

the mountains of Lesotho who fuses his 
homegrown traditional Famo inspired 
vocals with electronic dance, reggae, hip-
hop and everything in between.  Meshing 
cultures and sounds from far and wide to 
create a truly unique sonic experience with 
producers and collaborations around the 
world. 

 

B.O.Y WONDER
Transcending the underground with 

the utmost credibility, Batsile Ramasodi 
is undoubtedly and unmistakably a 
burgeoning force within the entertainment 
and performance arts realms. With more 
aliases than James Bond, this multifaceted 
performer is commonly known to the 
entertainment world as “B.O.Y Wonder”, a 
persona well known for delivering crazy yet 



International Summer 
School On The Cards For 

2019 
Lekgetho Makola explores the possibility of a summer school programme on 

film and photography at Howard University
- Lekgetho Makola

During his visit to Washington 
DC, Lekgetho Makola met 
with the faculty officials 
responsible for the MFA film 

graduate programme at Howard University 
to explore possibilities for the Market 
Photo Workshop to host a summer school 
programme on film and photography with 
a specific focus on Black Aesthetics and 
Representation drawing from an African 
American experience. 

The programme would see critical African 
America filmmakers  together with a selected 
group of MFA students being brought to 
Johannesburg for a period of a month or 
more to interact with local individuals in 
the same discipline through learning and 
teaching activities. 

Funding permitting, the programme will 
be launched in June 2019.
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memorable and energy filled stage antics.  
Hailing from the streets of the western 
townships of Tshwane Pretoria better known 
as Atteridgeville, it is there where “B.O.Y 
Wonder” forged his path in becoming a 
multi-disciplined performer whose talent 
knows no bounds. This saw him being 
dubbed “Jack of all trades” by his fellow 
colleagues and affiliates in the industry. 
This is testament in his ability to transform 
himself from a “kick ass” street performer, 
mime, MC, comedian, rapper, theatrical 
stage performer to a mainstream television 
actor with effortless ease. It is these acumens 
that have seen this young modern maverick 
inducted in the class of a new generation 
of industry leaders in the South African 
entertainment scene.  

 

EASY FREAK
With a natural fusion of pop, electro, funk 

and soul, Easy Freak are setting the South 
African music scene alight. The Durban duo 
made up of Dom Hurd and Jude Kenrick 
have been making waves and getting 
crowds moving to a fresh and unique sound.  
They have made their mark playing at some 
of South Africa’s biggest music festivals; 
Zakifo, Durban Picnic Day, Oppikoppi and 
Music at the Lake as well as Swaziland’s 
Bushfire Festival. Sharing the stage with the 
likes of the legendary Damien Marley, Ricky 
Rick, Cassper Nyovest, Kwesta, Micasa, 
Sketchy Bongo & The Wolfpack, Matthew 
Mole and so many of Mzansi’s favourites - 
they’ve definitely got the nation’s attention. 
If you haven’t been lucky enough to see 
them live, you’ve probably grooved to their 
music on Trace Urban, MTV Base and your 
favourite radio stations.  After four single 

releases, we saw them climb to the very top 
of the radio music charts, such as 5FM Top 
30, Pop Top 10 and YFM Top 40.  Easy Freak 
have given South Africa a taste of the heat 
with their much-anticipated debut album 
“I’m Alright”.  It showcases the duo’s song-
writing and producing abilities, as well as 
their musicianship. 

G-SAND (God Sons and Daughters)
Guitar riffs and jazz melodies is Lindani 

Buthelezi of G-SAND... jazz vs rock’s silent 
take -over in 2017. G-SAND is based in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, bringing a 
fusion of sounds, ranging in complementing 
styles and complexities. G-SAND embodies 
jazz, rock ‘n roll, indie & Zulu folk with a raw 
and distinctively African sound. Lindani 
Buthelezi, is the founding member and 
former lead guitarist and vocalist of BlkJks. 
Having toured in the USA, Europe and 
performing at the opening concert of the 
FIFA World Cup in 2010, he has had a 
successful career spanning over 17 years 
of dedication to his craft. Sharing the stage 
with of the likes of artists such as Femi Kuti, 
Black Eyed Peas, Angelique Kidjo, Vusi 
Mahlasela and 30 Seconds to Mars, he 
embodies the cultural diversity that is South 
Africa. His music dances effortlessly, weaving 
stories in various South African languages, 
as the guitar sends the listener on a unique 
journey.  G-SAND / Linda Buthelezi has 
appeared at events all around South Africa, 
and is currently working on the 2018 LP/
Album release.  GSAND has most recently 
appeared at the 2017 Afro Punk Festival. 

IKATI ESENGXOWENI
Ikati Esengxoweni, is an alternative, urban 

traditional, world-music band, based in the 
Nelson Mandela Bay. Ikati Esengxoweni, 
translated in English is “Cat In The Bag”. 
The band was formed in 2015, by young 
hip creatives, Lark Wantu, on lead vocals 
as well as percussion instruments & Anam 
Manyati on lead vocals acoustic guitar & 
percussion. The live band, is experimental 



National Geographic 
Society (NGS) : 
25 April 2018  

Lekgetho Makola discusses the idea of Master Classes on Environmental 
Photography with National Geographic

- Lekgetho Makola

At the office of Kaitlin Yarnall, 
the Vice President of Media 
Innovation at the National 
Geographic, there was no time 

wasted for Makola to enter into discussions 
on creating a partnership between the 
Market Photo Workshop and the National 
Geographic Society for opportunities to be 
made accessible for photographers from 
South Africa and the region. 

The idea of a Master Classes on 
Environmental Photography was 
discussed with the strategic objective 
of developing women and Black 
environmental photographers for future 
National Geographic Society’s continental 
photography assignments. The first 
Masterclass proposed as a pilot project 
through a special collaboration between 
Market Photo Workshop, the National 
Geographic Society and the Lagos Photo 
Festival will take place in September 2018 
at the Lagos Photo Festival in Nigeria.

28 May - 10 June 2018    19

and often includes western and indigenous 
instruments in their sets, to set a different & 
liberal tone in their music. Instruments such 
as the violin, bass, drums, uhadi & kalimba, 
have accompanied the music and have 
added an element of surprise with each Ikati 
Performance Art Experience.  In 2016, Ikati 
Esengxoweni, was handpicked by IMEXSA, 
Independent Music Exporters South Africa, 
to perform, network and attend business 
conferences, around the world, in places 
such as Barcelona, Spain & Cannes in France. 

 

ITAI HAKIM
Itai Hakim is a musician and performance 

poet whose overall artistic output intends to 
reimagine and recreate the tradition of Black 
Folklore and story-telling in a contemporary 
setting, through song and performance.   
A unique guitarist whose musical output 
does not fit comfortably into any genre, 
he can best be described as folk-soul.  His 
performances are curated by a novel voice 
with an ethereal quality sung in his native 
Tshivenda and Xitsonga.  Itai Hakim’s hybrid 
of Afro-blues and Indie Jazz expressed 
through the unique plucking style of 
traditional folk masters create a soundscape 
which feels both old and new at the same 
time. 

 

MOONGA K
Zambian-born, Botswana-raised and 

Johannesburg-based Moonga K is 
accompanied by an ageless soul and a fresh, 
international perspective.  His crystal vocals 
cut through an industry of complacency with 
soft, striking introspection, atop authentic 
instrumentation and jagged production.  

After successfully releasing his debut 6-track 
EP “Free” which was hailed for its vivid fusion 
of introspective neo-soul, confessional alt-
pop and elements of traditional R&B, he 
was selected for the Apple Music New Artist 
Spotlight.  Moonga K. now returns with his 
debut full-length effort “Wild Solace”, which 
marries the smooth musings of traditional 
and modern R&B with a razor-edge, 
electronic outline – an alternative and wholly 
unique offering announces his effervescent 
presence with pure soul At 21 years of age, 
Moonga K. is set for marvellous heights. 

MOTEL MARI
Motèl Mari is João Orecchia, Mpumelelo 

Mcata and Tshepang Ramoba. Shortly after 
landing in Johannesburg in 2004, Orecchia, a 
Brooklyn-born and schooled wanderer, who 
wound up in Berlin as a teenager messing 
with experimental punk before moving years 
later to South Africa, heard some talk about a 
psychedelic afro-rock outfit called BLK JKS. 
They became fast friends and have been 
working together on projects ever since. 
Mpumi and Tshepang (guitar and drums 
respectively) contributed to João’s 2009 
album, Hands & Feet, and would often join 
him on stage, adding thunderous beats and 
general bigness to the otherwise textural 
and floating soundscapes. Slowly they 
started becoming a band. Band members 
are JoãoOrecchia on voice, guitar, banjo, 
bass, vuvuzela, kazoozuzela, accordion, 
synthesizer, electronics, tapes, toy piano & 
loops.  MpumeleloMcata: voice, guitar,bass, 
synthesizer & loops and TshepangRamoba 
on voice, drums. 
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RADIO 123
Radio 123 started a duo comprised of Nyameko 

´Sipho  ́Nkondlwane & Simangaliso Mfula; both well 
versed musicians with extensive live performance 
experience in the South African music-scene.  The 
two got their start in 2007 as part of the township 
ensemble Impande Core, a band known for their 
complex chord progressions and lyrical influence 
on kasi slang.  In 2015 lead vocalist Simangaliso 
and trumpeter Nyameko left the collective to 
create a more progressive sound as Radio 123. 
In 2017 they grew to four-piece band with Lunga 
Majaja on drums and Sbusiso Ndlangisa on bass. 
The sound they would develop is the funk infused 
“Mandela Pop” which they describe as a sound 
that reflects the rainbow spectrum that South 
Africa has become. This new sound sees Radio 
123 telling township stories in the many dialects 
that Smanga hops and skits through; sometimes 
rapping, most times singing, switching between 
the two with the ease of a seasoned entertainer. 
Radio 123’s objective is to share and preserve 
stories of everyday people through music. And 
so far they’ve done that on stages that include 
Africa’s biggest hip hop festival Back to the City, 
YFM Rewired, Live in Colour, Africa’s biggest 
alternative music festival Oppikoppi, the first 
edition of Afropunk Festival Johannesburg 
and Primavera Pro (Barcelona, Spain). A holistic 
understanding of music has allowed the band to 
collaborate with a variety of musicians including 
progressive electronic producers Dejot (Daniel 
Jakob - Mouthwatering Records, Switzerland) 
and TRST the DJ (TshepangRamoba - BLK JKS 
drummer), as well as the already legendary live 
jam in Soweto with UK hip-hop turntablist DJ 
Yoda. In February 2018, Radio 123 released on 
POST POST Music their debut EP, Manga Manga. 
Produced by TshepangRamoba, the 4-track EP 
contains hit single and video Thando, included in 
the sound track of motion picture Love by Chance. 

 
ROBIN THIRDFLOOR

Robin Thirdfloor, aka Simphiwe Nyawose 

sparkled as a young alternative hip-hop artist in 
March 2014, when he self-released online the E.P 
‘Sounds Empty Pockets Make’, which got more 
than  2 000 downloads in less than a month. Hit 
single Confessions got playlisted on multiple radio 
stations including college radio station in Chicago 
(USA). Confessions and another track, Fly Away, 
were featured on SABC 1 drama series ‘Mutual 
Friends’. Robin received five nominations in the 
Original Material Awards 2014, in the categories 
of Song of the Year, Best Newcomer, MC of the 
Year, Best Sleeve Design, and EP of the Year. 
After closing the main stage of the 2016 edition 
of South Africa’s biggest hip-hop Gathering, the 
Back To The City Festival in Johannesburg, Robin 
Thirdfloor brought his sound to new levels in 
March 2017 with Somdanger, a neo-kwaito club 
banger paying tribute to the Durban nightlife 
with a video shot in his hometown Umlazi. This 
led him to be one of the few South African artists 
to be selected for the official showcase of SWSX 
2017 (Austin-Texas, USA). Mina Nawe is the first 
single of Robin’s EP ‘Bhotela’, recorded Swiss 
producer Dejot aka Dubokaj (Mouthwatering 
Records).  In late 2017 Robin released his new EP 
titled ‘Bhotela’ as a Deezer exclusive and debuted 
at number 23 on the top 25 streamed albums in 
South Africa.  A real talent to keep an eye on. 

 

SAM TURPIN
Sam Turpin is a rapper and producer from 

Johannesburg, South Africa. Born in 1995, Sam 
began performing when he was in high school in 
2013 after his mother passed away. In March 2014, 
after some self made music videos, Sam released 
his debut EP “Eternal Sentiment” online. Soon 
afterwards he collaborated with ILLA N, Lenny-
Dee, lead singer of Bye Beneco, Alec Lomami, DJ 
Spoko, The Good Dokta, Langa Mavuso & Yaw 
P. Sam has performed at the 2015 & 2016 Basha 
Uhuru Festivals and in 2017 released his first full 
mixtape titled “4am in Jozi” available to stream & 
download online. 

 



28 May - 10 June 2018    21

THE LECTRIC MONKS
The Lectric Monks are a South African upbeat 

“Tarantino-Funk & Roll” outfit from Pretoria, 
formed in the Spring 2014. The 6-piece includes, 
Francois vd Merwe (Rhythm and Vocals), 
Gary Peacock (Harmonica and Vocals), Henk 
Oosthuizen (Lead Guitar and Vocals), Cynthia van 
der Mescht (Keys), Duncan Potgieter (Drums) and 
Dylan du Toit (Bass). The band draws roots from 
rock, folk, funk, psychedelic rock, classical blues 
and even jazz – blending the past with many of 
today’s musical styles.  Some of their fans describe 
their music as “a new kind of old stuff”. The Lectric 
Monks have been a form favourite on the festival 
circuit over the past 4 years and have played with 
some of the countries top musicians. 

SUN XA EXPERIMENT
Sun Xa Experiment is an Ancestral Avant-Garde 

Free Music outfit from Soweto, formed back in 
2014.  Their musical influences and styles range 
from a global perspective and they perform music 
that speaks to the listener in Isizulu, SeSotho 
and English.  They find their source from great 
musicians like Sun Ra, mama BusiMhlongo, 
Sakhile, NdikhoXaba, as well as street songs, 
struggle songs and traveling.  They are currently 
recording their debut album UmculoUmuthi 
(Music Is Medicine) to be released shortly. 

BAMBANANI BRASS BAND
Bambanani brass band was formed in 2000 

in Alexandra North of Gauteng. Bambanani is 
a community committed to the African arts and 
culture of South Africa. 

 Our mission is to create a service oriented 
platform to promote and explore South Africa’s 
vast arts culture industry and enhance the 
socio-economic status of the Alexandra artists 
community. 

 The organisation intends to encourage our 
generation youth community to get involved in 
a variety of after school activities that would help 
them busy and channel their efforts in the direction 
through music. Brass band music has played a big 
through social and political point of view in the 
whole world, it has benefited our communities in 
terms of economical aspect whereby the we lot 
of vacancies that was being opened in other job 
industries e.g. 

 Security, Music Manager, Lawyers, Promoters, 

Record Companies etc. So therefore it necessary 
to continue to plant the seed for  our next 
generation by teaching them of how to play, read, 
write music and interpret it. Since music has been 
there through decades and decades there were 
other departments that were open through music 
departments like dance, acting, visual art etc. 
People are living different type of culture, religion 
and customs so the entertainment has capabilities 
of uniting all these different tribes. 

BUSKAID ORCHESTRA
Buskaid is a unique initiative. Its aim is to give 

young people from Soweto the opportunity to 
explore and fulfil their musical potential, through 
high quality tuition on the violin, viola, cello and 
double bass at the Buskaid Music School. This has 
the added benefit of improving their educational 
and social prospects, and transforming their 
whole local community. 

 It was founded in 1992 by British viola player 
Rosemary Nalden in response to an item on 
the BBC’s Today programme highlighting the 
difficulties of a group of young string players in 
Diepkloof, Soweto. 

  This year no less than 6 stages 
will be brought to you by the 
Fête de la Musique:  

Total Main Stage  
Market Theatre Stage 
Trace TV Stage 
Work Shop New Town Stage
Potato Shed Stage
Newtown Junction Stage
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Live Music and Cinema 
A new soundtrack

For this masterpiece of the adventure film genre
- Supplied by IFAS

A perilous quest, intrepid explorers, 
an impossible love, a fantastic 
land populated by dinosaurs, all 
electrified by narrative and reactive 

music: An adventurous jazz with eclectic accents. 
Professor Challenger, at the head of a courageous 
expedition, explores the Amazon jungle in 
search of the fabulous Lost World! A thrilling 
adventure, a treasure of silent film period that the 
OZMA ensemble dusts off with a contemporary 
soundtrack, touching and refreshing.

Whilst retaining the freedoms and love of 
sound experimentation within the jazz style, it is 
above all from the popular music of today that this 
cine-concert seeks its inspiration. Melodic pop, 
explosive rock, and the march of electronic music 
loops punctuate the film announcing the themes 
and feeding into improvisations.

By enriching their music with synthetic 
sounds and borrowing certain constructions 
from minimalist eletronica, in this Film-concert, 
OZMA has developed an original and resolutely 
modern sound identity. The musicians pay close 
attention to contrast, and to a variety of timbres 

and instrumentations. They place emphasis upon 
certain components of the ensemble according 
to the needs of the film’s narration : the softness 
of a solo guitar, the depth of a bass / organ duo or 
all the power of the sound of the quartet playing 
in tutti.

lacompagnietangram.fr

Following in the footsteps of live pianist 
accompanists of the silent film era, OZMA 
mixes composition and improvisation. The 
musicians move through the score with flexibility, 
gravitating at times around the written motifs 
and then moving away from them temporarily to 
emphasize a gesture, support a feeling or “play” 
a character. They then re-join and federate around 
the compositions which act like a regular musical 
rendezvous.

In this way the music marks distinctly the many 
stages one experiences throughout this fantastic 
journey. 

The first dino-film in history!
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Zimbabwean Play Set To 
Take Stage at the 
Market Theatre 

The Eye In The Sand aims to revive African folklore and the culture of family 
storytelling.

- Supplied by IFAS
- Images retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/pg/ONKAproductions/photos/?ref=page_internal

A play, The Eye In The Sand, is set to 
revive African folklore and the culture 
of family storytelling.

 
Written and directed by Nonka Mabaleka, 

the play is meant to popularise African folktales 
which of late have not been popularised in 
comparison with Western fairytales such as Snow 
White, Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella among 
others. “The new generation is no longer being 
told folktales as was the norm with the older 
generation when African folktales were passed 
from generation to generation. Western fairytales 
are known almost worldwide compared to African 
stories and that’s why I decided to come up with 
the play that’ll tell the African story to the whole 
world regardless of race and ethnicity,” said 
Mabaleka.

 
The Eye In The Sand has a 15 member cast. 

The folktale revolves around a fierce lion that 
wants to eat a hare’s offspring but the cunning 
hare will have none of it and will do whatever it 
takes to save its family. “There’re so many folktales 

that can be brought to the stage but I decided 
to focus on this one because it’s a folktale that’s 
closer to my heart as my mother used to tell it to 
me when I was young. There’re a lot of lessons to 
be learnt from the folktale. For instance, a hare is a 
small animal but at the end of the day, it manages 
to save its family from a marauding lion,” she said

 
Mabaleka, who plays a leading role in the folktale, 

said the actors naturally gelled into the various 
roles and did not face challenges masquerading 
as animals. “It wasn’t challenging for the actors to 
assume roles of animals. In this folktale, the set up 
is a jungle and the actors will be wearing African 
attire. Because of this, the audience will be able 
to draw lessons from the play in as much as actors 
will enjoy playing their roles.”

The Eye In The Sand will be staged at the 
Barney Simon Theatre on 16 June 2018, for one 
night only.

 
(Taken / adapted from Chronicle Zimbabwe)

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ONKAproductions/photos/?ref=page_internal
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Sembene Across Africa 
The Sembene Across Africa project is a series of free public screenings, from 9th to 12th 
June, across the continent celebrating the work of Ousmane Sembene (1923-2007), the 
“father of African cinema”, who spent decades shaping a meaningful and visionary cinema.

He is saying what we Africans can do with our continent – Ngugi wa Thiongo 

Enormous respect for him – Angela Davis

Sunday 10th June 14.30hrs   

In association with Sembene Across Africa, Wits School of Arts Film & TV division and Reframing Africa
(Image retrieved from  https://www.facebook.com/SembeneFilm/photos/a.899793223364067.1073741830.116929304

983800/2043302175679827/?type=3&theater)

- Keitu Gwangwa

FILM FOCUS AT THE MARKET THEATRE FOUNDATION

https://www.facebook.com/SembeneFilm/photos/a.899793223364067.1073741830.116929304983800/20433021756
https://www.facebook.com/SembeneFilm/photos/a.899793223364067.1073741830.116929304983800/20433021756
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A scathing satire about the decline and fall of 
African businessmen, El Hadji Abdou Kader, who 
is part  of a corrupt group of businessmen who 
celebrate their independence from the colonial 
power. He drives a Mercedes and insists that it is 
washed with French mineral water. He  hosts a party 
to celebrate his third wedding. After the wedding 

ceremony El Hadji is unable to consummate his 
marriage with the young bride. Believing he has 
been cursed with xala he goes to comic lengths in 
trying to lift the curse and restore his status.

“The work of one of the most remarkable artists 
in the world” Newsweek 

A documentary that tells the story of how 
Ousmane Sembene, the son of a Senegalese 
fisherman, who fought in the Second World War 
and worked as dock labourer became a novelist 
and a pioneering filmmaker. His first novel, ‘The 
Black Docker’, appeared in 1956. Ten years later 
he made his fist feature, ‘Black Girl’, and then went 

on to make a remarkable series of films. A unique 
insight into Sembene’s life and creative struggles.

Sunday 10 June  |  14:30 - 15:30 (Interview)  
|  16:00 - 18:00 (Screening)  |  Market Photo 
Workshop Auditorium.

SEMBENE! 
 
Directors: Samba Gadjigo & Jason Silverman, Documentary, 89 mins, 2015, English Subtitles

XALA   

Director: Ousmane Sembene, Feature, 123 mins, 1975, English Subtitles
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FILM FOCUS AT THE MARKET THEATRE FOUNDATION

Change was coming to America and 
the fault lines could no longer be 
ignored - cities were burning, Vietnam 
was exploding, and disputes raged 

over equality and civil rights. A new revolutionary 
culture was emerging and it sought to drastically 
transform the system. The Black Panther Party for 
Self-Defense would, for a short time, put itself at 
the vanguard of that change.

The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution 
is the first feature length documentary to explore 
the Black Panther Party, its significance to the 
broader American culture, its cultural and political 
awakening for black people, and the painful 
lessons wrought when a movement derails. 
Master documentarian Stanley Nelson goes 
straight to the source, weaving a treasure trove 
of rare archival footage with the voices of the 
people who were there: police, FBI informants, 
journalists, white supporters and detractors, and 
Black Panthers who remained loyal to the party 

and those who left it. Featuring Kathleen Cleaver, 
Jamal Joseph, and many others,

The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution  is 
an essential history and a vibrant chronicle of this 
pivotal movement that birthed a new revolutionary 
culture in America.

South African premiere screening:
Tuesday 5 June 2018, 18h00 for 18h30
The Market Photo Workshop Auditorium
138 Lillian Ngoyi Street, Newtown (directions)

The screening will be followed by a conversation 
and Q&A with Emmy-award winning 
documentarian Stanley Nelson.

Tickets are R80,00 and students can book tickets 
at a reduced rate of R60,00 at the box office.

Seating is limited, so book soon!

THE BLACK PANTHERS:
VANGUARD OF 

THE REVOLUTION
VIAD and the Windybrow Arts Centre, in collaboration with Fireflight Media and 
the Center for the Study of Slavery and Justice (Brown University), presents the 
premiere screening of The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution at the 

Market Photo Workshop Auditorium on 5 June 2018
 

- Supplied by The Black Panthers: The Vanguard of the Revolution
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Tourism Indaba Fired Up 
With Madiba Production 

Market Theatre Foundation Artistic Director, James Ngcobo, produces the 100 Faces 
of Madiba production at the 2018 Africa Tourism Indaba in Durban

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

In a year when the centenary of Nelson 
Mandela is being celebrated across the 
breadth of the nation the Market Theatre 
Foundation stood and shoulders above all 

celebrations when it was commissioned by South 
African Tourism to present a production at the 
opening of the 2018 Africa Tourism Indaba held 
in Durban earlier this month.

 
The Market Theatre’s artistic director James 

Ngcobo’s production of The 100 Faces of Madiba 
featuring dance, poetry, drama and music was a 
theatrical celebration of the life and times of the 

legendary and iconic leader. The production 
included Hugh Masekela’s popular anthem 
calling for action, Thuma Mina, sung by Brian 
Temba and Wanda Baloyi. It was inevitable that 
this special rendition would get the more than 1 
000 delegates at the Indaba dancing on their feet 
and singing along.

Even Minister of Tourism, Derrick Hanekom, 
could not resist the vibrancy generated by the 
production. He paid numerous accolades to 
James Ngcobo’s creative genius.

THE MARKET THEATRE: GOING PLACES
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Market Theatre Team Go On 
Tour To Love Botswana 

Zama Sweetness Buthelezi and Zodwa Shongwe travel to Botswana to network with 
stakeholders in the neighbouring state

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Brand & Communications Manager, 
Zama Sweetness Buthelezi and 
Producer, Zodwa Shongwe, travelled 

to Botswana earlier this month to  network with 
stakeholders in the neighbouring State. They 
were guests of the Botswana Tourism Board and 
and the Ministry of Tourism in Botswana. 

One of their highlights was the I love Botswana 
Ensemble’s production made up of 52 dancers 
from the Mophato dance company and which 
celebrates Botswana’s culture and which 
positions Botswana as a tourist destination. After 
several successful international appearances the 
producers of the production intend creating an 
African tour of the production that they hope will 
culminate in Broadway.

THE MARKET THEATRE: GOING PLACES

After the love Botswana Ensemble in the picture, Kea Moleketsane, Zodwa 
Shongwe, Thea Khama, Zama Sweetness Buthelezi & Klealeboga Motsumi
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THE MARKET THEATRE: GOING PLACES

Yusrah Bardien will fly the 
MTF Flag in France 

Market Theatre Foundation Audience Engagement Strategist, Yusrah Bardien 
to travel to Paris for the “Courants du monde” seminar organised by the French 

Ministry of Culture
- Ismail Mahomed

The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
Audience Engagement Strategist, 
Yusrah Bardien, is one of two people 
from the African continent who have 

been invited to take part in an international 
cultural seminar organised by the French Ministry 
of Culture in France, called “Courants du monde”. 
Her participation in the seminar is supported by 
the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS).

 
Taking place in Paris, the seminar will bring 

together some fifteen experienced cultural 
managers working in the field of cultural 
development across globe. The seminar will 
familiarize participants with the French context 
and facilitate the development of professional 
bilateral projects.

 
The ten day conference will include seminars 

on the following topics: cultural policies and their 
administration; financing and economy of culture; 
digital arts and new stakes in digital creation; 
physical and digital preservation of the collections 
of libraries(bookcases); cultural institutions in the 
service(department) of territorial development.

 
“We believe that Yusrah is an excellent audience 

engagement strategist. She will make the best of 

the participation that is of mutual interest to both 
our institutions”, said Marion Claudel, the Director 
of the French Institute of South Africa.

 
Yusrah will be in Paris for the duration of the trip, 

with an additional weekend trip to Lyon.
 
During her career in the arts sector Yusrah 

worked on the cultural programmes of the official 
funerals for both Nelson Mandela and Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela. She also worked on the first 
ASSITEJ International Congress that was held on 
the African continent for the first time last year; as 
well as securing and coordination the EU Atelier 
for Young Festival Managers that was held on 
the African continent for the first time early this 
year. The Atelier was held at the Market Theatre 
bringing together 27 international delegates from 
17 countries.

 
“There is no doubt that Yusrah’s engagement 

with the cultural sector goes beyond borders. 
I have no doubt that she will represent South 
Africa successfully and that she will bring back 
experiences that will benefit the cultural sector in 
South Africa”, said Ismail Mahomed, the CEO of 
the Market Theatre Foundation.
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Schools Festival Stars Are 
Also Market Theatre Regulars  

A look at the FEDA Festival
- Ismail Mahomed

`Through the arts South Africans 
can become more conscious of 
the other and become a more 
humanized society’. This was 

the opening remarks by the Market Theatre 
Foundation CEO, Ismail Mahomed when he 
joined celebrated actor Hlmomla Dladla to 
adjudicate the the final night of the 13th annual 
FEDA Festival that was presented at the Joburg 
Theatre this past Friday.

The FEDA Festival’s is Johannesburg most 
successful festival that presents productions by 
school that offer formal drama education.

“The FEDA festival gives us the Freedom to 
Experience Democracy Actively”, Mahomed 
said and adding, “Section 16 of the South 
African constitution guarantees us Freedom of 
Expression and Freedom of Creativity; and the 
participating schools have taken ownership of 
those Freedoms”.

 

The four plays staged at the final night dealt with 
difficult subjects about identity, race, privilege, 
representation and power. 

“Hats off to the students for engaging, 
challenging, inspiring us and for giving us the 
opportunity to envision the kind of society we can 
possibly have”, he added.

He paid special tribute to school teachers Janet 
Baylis and Pippa Sandilands for giving birth to and 
carrying the FEDA Festival for the past 13 years. 
Along with Baylis and Sandilands, many of the 
teachers whose students performed at the FEDA 
Festival are regular enthusiasts of the Market 
Theatre. They regularly bring block bookings of 
student groups to the Market Theatre.

To make block bookings for your school group to 
attend the Market Theatre please contact Anthony 
Ezeoke on anthonye@markettheatre.co.za, or 
Yusrah Bardien on yusrahb@markettheatre.co.za. 

mailto:anthonye%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
mailto:yusrahb%40markettheatre?subject=
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre, BUZZ invites our artists, 
patrons and supporters to share their memories of the Market Theatre. This 

week Dawn Lindberg, shares her memories about the Market Theatre. 
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 

memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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“Des and I have had a multi 
faceted relationship with the 
Market Theatre.

 When we were 
both growing up, he 
in Parkview, and me 

in Parktown, our mothers used to drag us to 
the old Fruit & Vegetable Market in Newtown 
and haggle with the auctioneers for pockets of 
potatoes, oranges, onions, apples and everything 
else amid the whistles and shouts of prices going 
up and down and people jostling with huge carts 
and trolleys, fighting to help “Merrim” carry and 
pack our big Thames bus, the family car….there 
were all colours and cultures mixing without any 
problems or sideways glances, and this was in the 
50’s!

 
In 1974, when the tenders were put out by the 

Joburg City Council to take over the old Fruit & 
Vegetable Market in Newtown and transform it 
into a theatre, we jumped at the chance to submit 
a proposal to create our dream theatrical home!

 
We were fresh from our success with Godspell, 

the first multi racial production to be staged 
publicly in South Africa, and were the first to 
successfully fight in the Supreme Court the ban 
on multiracial audiences.

We were full of ideas, energy, hopes and 
dreams, and even had the promise of funding from 
the Ford Foundation in the USA!  We submitted 
a detailed proposal with architect’s drawings, 
pictures and diagrammes, incorporating two 
theatres, a restaurant, art gallery, rehearsal rooms 
and even proposed bringing a special train up 
to the rear entrance via the old station across the 
piece of open ground adjacent to Newtown.

 
We were overjoyed when our friend, Selma 

Browde, then a City Councillor, phoned to tell us 
that we had won the tender and the theatre would 
be ours! However, before we had time to crack 
open the champers, there was a floor crossing 
in the Council and the Nats took over, with Obie 
Oberholzer as Chairman of the committee. 

He of course hated us for being “too Liberal!”, 
and immediately threw out our proposal saying 
that it was “far too ambitious, and permanent, 

and that they only wanted the Market to be a 
theatre for a few years before making that space 
into an underground railway station!”  Cheers 
turned to tears, as we realised our dreams had 
been smashed to smithereens.

 
The Market Theatre was awarded to the more 

“modest” proposal of Mannie Manim, fresh from 
PACT, and Barney Simon, the gentle giant of 
creativity and vision.

And from their more humble beginnings, it 
grew into the home of “protest theatre” where 
many now legendary names wrote, performed, 
and sang their way into people’s hearts and 
consciousness.

  
The Market continued to grow in size, and 

international stature, from cold, dank corridors, 
smelling vaguely of jeyes fluid and red polish 
and somewhat shabby spaces,  into the iconic, 
magnificent space it is today, complete with 
Ndebele artwork by Esther Mahalangu, brand 
new seating in the Main Theatre, and 2 off shoots, 
to commemorate its founders: “the Mannie 
Manim”, “the Barney Simon” and the “John 
Kani”.  There’s a beautiful new Administration 
block and Market Theatre Laboratory over the 
road, which also houses the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre for edgy and innovative new work, and 
the Market Theatre today, produces the very 
best of new SA work, garnering more Naledi 
nominations than any other production house in 
the country!

 
Much water has flowed under many bridges 

during Des and Dawn’s 53 year journey in Show 
Business, and we am now so thankful that we 
do NOT have ownership or curatorship of this 
amazing space,  which would have restricted 
us from experiencing so many other exciting 
performance spaces.   We can now and enter 
smiling and relaxed, confident in the knowledge 
that we will see something exciting, new, vital, 
and ground breaking by the myriad of new voices 
shouting out our South African stories with world 
class verve and vigour!

 
LONG LIVE THE MARKET!
 - Dawn Lindberg

“



40    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 23

At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

To round off the Market Theatre Foundation’s Africa Month focus, we celebrate 
Ethiopia, expected to be the fastest growing economy in the world in 2018, 

according to EWN: “The IMF World Economic Outlook predicts 8.5% growth in 
2018, far outstripping that of advanced economies. The United States growth 
is expected to hit 2.9% in 2018, while Europe’s predicted growth is 2.4% and 

Japan’s is 1.2%” . Ethiopia is also the second largest African country to host to 
refugees with more than 900 000 refugees within its borders. 

According to BBC: “Ethiopia is Africa’s oldest independent country and its 
second largest in terms of population. Apart from a five-year occupation by 

Mussolini’s Italy, it has never been colonised.”

To Ethiopia! Here are a selection of books from the region.
     

- Yusrah Bardien



28 May - 10 June 2018    41

All our names 
Dinaw Mengestu

Two young friends join an uprising against 
Uganda’s corrupt regime in the early 1970s 
but one of them flees for his life. In a quiet 
Midwestern town in the aftermath of the Vietnam 
War, an African student falls for the woman who 
helps settle in. Prejudice overshadows their 
relationship, yet it is equally haunted by the 
past. Both men are called Isaac. But are they 
one and the same?

Children of the Revolution
Dinaw Mengestu

The arrival of a newcomer Sepha Stephanos’s 
rundown Washington suburb hints at the 
possibility of a new beginning. Seventeen 
years after fleeing the revolutionary Ethiopia 
that claimed his father’s life, Sepha is a man still 
caught between two existences: the one he left 
behind, aged nineteen, and the new life he has 
forged. 

How to Read the Air 
Dinaw Mengestu

TJonasu Woldemariam, fresh from a failed 
marriage, is desperate to make sense of the ties 
that have forged him. How can he dream of a 
future when he can’t make sense of his past? He 
hits the road, tracing the route that his parents 
– young Ethiopians in search of an identity as 
an American couple- took thirty years earlier 
to Nashville Tennesee. He weaves together 
a history that takes him from the waR-TORN 
Ethiopia of his parents’youth to a brighter vision 
of his own life in contemporary America, a story 
– real or invented – that holds the possibility of 
reconciliation and redemption.

Beneath the Lion’s Gaze
Maaza Mengiste

Beneath the Lion’s Gaze is set in Addis Ababa 
in 1974, at the end of the rule of Ethiopian 
emperor Haile Selassie and the beginning of 
the military junta replacing his rule. It follows 
the family of a doctor, his dying wife and their 
two sons through the political upheaval. This 
powerful debut tells a gripping story of family 
and of the bonds of love and friendship set in a 
time and places that has rarely been explored 
in fiction. 
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader 
in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week BUZZ focuses on the partnership 

between the Market Theatre Foundation and the French Institute of South Africa.  
  - IFAS

IFAS-Culture is the cultural department of 
the French Embassy in South Africa and 
supports artistic events in various domains, 
throughout the year and around the 

country. 

Highly demanding in offering quality creations 
while favouring the exchange of ideas between 
communities, IFAS-Culture strives to introduce 
French and Francophone artists in South Africa, 
promote South African artists on the international 
artistic scene and support artistic residencies 
leading to original creations. 

IFAS-Culture supports artistic events ranging 
from contemporary dance, theatre, puppetry and 
fashion shows to music, DJ nights, contemporary 
art exhibitions, cinema and literature. 

As a promoter and diffuser of French language 
and Francophone culture, IFAS-Culture works in 
close collaboration with the network of Alliances 
Françaises in South Africa. 

Over the years, the organisation has established 
an important network of strong partnerships with 

various festivals, universities, artists, museums 
and galleries, as well as government institutions 
and businesses. In 2012 and 2013, IFAS was 
involved in the implementation of the bilateral 
exchange programme “France-South Africa 
Seasons 2012 & 2013” alongside the Institut 
français, the South African Department of Arts 
and Culture, the National Arts Council and the 
South African Tourism among others.

As part of its mission, IFAS-Culture encourages 
cultural diversity and exchanges between 
South Africa, France and the rest of the African 
continent by supporting artistic events ranging 
from contemporary dance, theatre, puppetry 
and music, to contemporary art exhibitions and 
literature.
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ACTOR SPACES PRESENTS: THE MASTER CLASS TALKS 
EDITION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH STER-KINEKOR THEATRES

Actor Spaces kicks off the first of 
its Master Class Talks edition in 
a partnership with Ster-Kinekor 
Theatres on the 10th June 2018 

(8h30 – 13:00). The Master Class is an intensive 
one-day acting workshop where industry role 
players are invited to share their expertise and 
industry know how with aspiring actors. Under 
its mandate, Actor Spaces is committed to 
developing new talent and creating alternative 
and exciting ways of learning while engaging our 
audience. We launch the Master-Class Talks with 
SAFTA Award Winning Actor, Hamilton Dhlamini; 
Actor and Voice-Coach Camilla Waldman; 
SAFTA Award Winning Director and the man 
behind SABC One’s hit drama series, Tjovitjo, 

Vincent Moloi; founder of Canvas CAM Casting 
Agency, Anna Hlalele and Actor Thato Molamu 
as our MC. The discussions will enable actors to 
understand the acting industry from a 360 view as 
well as to engage not only with established actors 
but upcoming industry professionals as well. 
The #ActorSpacesMasterClass are still to spread 
far and wide to allow for broader to discussions 
across South Africa.

Date: 10 April 
Time: 8:30 –13:00 
Venue: Ster-Kinekor (Newtown Junction) 
Inquiries: lelo@actorspaces.co.za 
Contact: (011) 067-8004

mailto:lelo%40actorspaces.co.za?subject=
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Market Theatre Tours   
This week we asked the tour participants to share their feedback on what they 

thought about the tour.  This is what they had to say. 

- Busi Letwaba

Feedback from Oakfield’s College 
students:

“Thank you for today, we all had a wonderful 
time and we feel so inspired”

“This tour was absolutely wonderful and 
inspiring. To see that the artistic South African 
identity exists in so many ways, new and old. 
It’s exciting and inspiring for me as an aspiring 
performer.

My experience here was not only breathtaking, 
it was such an eye opener, going through the 
different processes of watching a play, touring 

and learning about what it takes to build a set 
and experiencing the very presence of a play 
rehearsal. This place is rich in so rich in history and 
I cannot wait to graduate and see myself working 
here someday. Thank you”. 

-Nonhlanhla 

To book for an exclusive tour email 
Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel: 011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time: 11:00- 12:30
Price: R20 per person. 
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Tell Tale, an Exploration by 
Lebohang Kganye  

Athol @ 86 celebrates Athol Fugard with more than just two of his plays
- Mika Conradie

T ell Tale is an exhibition of newly 
commissioned photography work by 
Lebohang Kganye that is presented 
as a partnership initiative between 

the Market Photo Workshop and the the Market 
Theatre.

The exhibition is inspired by Athol Fugard’s 
plays ,The Train Driver and Road to Mecca, as 
well as the book Maverick by Lauren Beukes and 
Nechama Brodie, about about the iconic artist, 
Helen Martins. 

During February, Kganye undertook a research 
project in Nieu Bethesda in the Karoo to unpack 
the mystery of Helen Martins’s famed Owl House.  
The project explored the powerful bonds that 
grow between strangers and the collective truths, 
fictions and mythologies circulated about living 
and moving through the Karoo. 

Kganye was accompanied and mentored by 
Cedric Nunn during her time in Nieu Bethesda. 
This project was commissioned in collaboration 
with the Market Theatre’s Athol@86 Season. South 
African playwright Athol Fugard is one of the 
world’s most celebrated and prolific playwrights. 
As Athol turns 86 this year, the Market Theatre’s 
artistic director James Ngcobo has created 
a programme tot celebrates this renowned 
playwright in the Athol@86 season.

Lebohang Kganye received her introduction to 
photography at the Market Photo Workshop in 
2009 and completed the Advanced Photography 

Programme in 2011. She also completed her Fine 
Arts studies at the University of Johannesburg in 
2016 and forms a new generation of contemporary 
South African photographers.

 
Although primarily a photographer, Kganye’s 

photography often incorporates her interest 
in sculpture and performance. Over the past 
six years she has participated in photography 
masterclasses and group exhibitions locally and 
internationally. Kganye was the recipient of the 
Tierney Fellowship Award in 2012, leading to her 
exhibition Ke Lefa Laka. 

She created an animation from the series, which 
was launched on Mandela Day 2014 in Scotland, 
entitled Pied Piper’s Voyage. Kganye was then 
selected as the Featured Artist for the 17th 
Business and Arts South Africa Awards in 2014. 
She was also awarded the Jury Prize at the Bamako 
Encounters Biennale of African Photography in 
2015 and the recipient of the CAP Prize 2016 in 
Basel. 

Kganye recently received the coveted award 
for the Sasol New Signatures Competition 2017, 
leading to a solo show in a year. She is the winner 
of the 2018 Rise Art Global Artist of the Year 
award and is currently on the Pro-helvetia artist 
in residency programme in Switzerland. Kganye’s 
work forms part of several private and public 
collections, most notably the Carnegie Museum 
of Art in Pennsylvania and the Walther Collection 
in Ulm. 
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Market Theatre opens 
Technical Hiring Service  

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge 
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

Discover a wide range of costumes 
with more than 5000 costumes, from 
Shakespearean, period dresses, 
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms, 

SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market 
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service 
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture 
props, staging equipment and workshop space 
for set building.

“Most of the props and costumes stored in 
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre 
productions. The services are available to anyone 
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film 
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and 
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”, 
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s production unit. 

The sevice intends to provides a cost effective 
and efficient costuming solution for schools 
and other drama organisations. Costume hire 
includes not only individual packaging, detailed 
inventories, personal attention and laundry is 
included in the package.

“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers 
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.

Our rates are competitive, offering educational 
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires. 
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks, 
however we ask for confirmation one week prior 
to collection”, says Hailey.

The prop and furniture store has a wide range 
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period 
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues.  The Market Theatre,  has also, recently 
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which 
are also available for hire.

Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000 
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900), 
suitable for indoor use. 

“We are able to offer crew and transport at an 
additional costs.  We welcome you to book an 
appointment and explore the Market Theatre 
stores”, says Hailey.

The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped 
workshop for set and prop making. 

“We would like to offer our space to schools, 
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners, 
prop makers and set builders for set building and 
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to 
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.  
If crew are required to assist with the build, we 
can include this as an additional service in the 
quotation”, says Hailey

“We offer a friendly and efficient service to 
a variety of customers including schools and 
universities, theatre companies – both professional 
and amateur, film, television and video companies, 
marketing and publishing companies and event 
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive, 
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale 
for longer hires”, she adds.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service 
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and 
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing, 
bookings and enquiries can be made by  calling 
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on 

011 832 1641 or by emailing her at 
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.

mailto:haileyk%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
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Employee of the Month 
of May 

Up Close and Personal with Siwe Hashe - Box Office Administrator
- Photo by: Morris Mohanoe
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Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  I love my work. I always look forward 
to coming and performing my best for the 
Company. I’m driven by driven different 
challenges. It grows me as a human being. I 
make sure that I succeed my involvement in 
the company. 

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  I would love to ensure that our artists 

are paid well and that we can create more jobs 
for them. At the moment many South African 
artists are jobless. 

Q:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

A:  I see myself in a better position and 
doing what I do to the best of my ability.  

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: Most of the times I am always at home 
relaxing or helping my daughter with her 
school work.

Siwe Hashe is a multi-talented skilled administrator who manages anything from 
door sales, telephone credit card bookings, processing Audience Development 

bookings right through to doing the daily reconciliations.

She takes on every task with enthusiasm and is the frontline face for patrons in 
the foyer of the Market Theatre. BUZZ chats to her.
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950 or 

Yusrah Bardien at 011 832 1641 (ext 204)

SHOW MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

The Train Driver - Mannie Manim 4 3

My Hole My Home - Barney Simon 11 3

Nongogo - Mannie Manim 15 15

J. Bobs Live - uBhobhoza noBooBoo 
- Ramolao Makhene

8 - 10
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THE TRAIN DRIVER
Athol Fugard’s inspiration came from a horrific 

story about a black woman who, clutching 
her three children, killed herself and them by 
stepping in front of a train in South Africa’s Cape 
Flats. Dramatically, however, the focus is on the 
traumatised Afrikaaner train-driver, Roelf, who 
feels morally responsible for a similar suicide. So 
he goes to a desolate squatter camp, where the 
nameless dead are buried, to seek the grave of 
the woman who threw herself on to the tracks. 
His sole companion is a poor black gravedigger, 
Simon, whose shack he shares and to whom he 
unburdens his troubled conscience.

Roelf, who is endangering his life by his action, 
represents the death-wish of a whole generation, 
including white liberals, who have neither 
understood nor alleviated the plight of South 
Africa’s urban poor. But what is startling is Roelf’s 
lack of curiosity about Simon, whose spartan 
existence he witnesses. 

The Train Driver is performed by Dr John Kani 
and Dawid Minaar. The production is directed by 

Charmaine Weir-Smith

Dates
 Friday 11 May   –    
 Sunday 03 June 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim

FINAL WEEK
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MY HOLE MY HOME

John Moalosi Ledwaba was inspired to write 
his play, My Hole My Home,  by Phakama 
Mbonambi’s article in the Sunday Times in the 
early 2000s. The article exposed the plight of 
two homeless men, Silence Mninzi and Elijah 
Simama, living in two neighbouring holes in 
Emma Park in Linden, Johannesburg.

In My Hole My Home, they discuss their past 
and present in an attempt to purge themselves 
of the hard luck, a scary pattern and tapestry of 
misfortunes befalling them in their daily struggle 
to make a living and ascertain a future for 
themselves. 

The play explores their existentialist crisis that is 
ridden with complex identities, commodification 
of basic human rights historical disadvantage, 
religious contradictions and a lack of access to 
decent living. Their almost empty life is full of 
questions and events that speak to exclusion and 
the class cantered system of life. They speak of 
diminishing opportunities as life gets calculated 
to outlaw the needy and have nots.

Dates
 Friday 11 May –  
 Sunday 03 June 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon

FINAL WEEK
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J.BOBS LIVE – UBHOBOZA 
NOBOOBOO

J.Bobs Live is a sketch show double bill of: 
“Boom Bap vs. Swag Rap” (a solo Hip Hop 
Musical) and “Tower Of TEWOP” (a solo Poetry 
Showcase). These works, and the hilarious 
characters in them, are back after their long 
awaited return to the stage. All the J.Bs. They 
are ALL back! Rapping, Singing, Reading, 
Reciting, and embracing all things Wack, in the 
Dopest way possible. It is a poignant feast of 
Urban Music and Contemporary Verse, in the 
broader South African Context. Fans of Trap 
Hits and lovers of Spoken Word are encouraged 
to witness this timeless blend of genre 
augmentation.

Dates
 Friday 8 June   –    
 Sunday 10 June 2018 

Time
 Friday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00 & 19:00

Venue 
 The Ramolao Makhene
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NONGOGO
Athol Fugard’s Nongogo is a reflective piece 

of theatre and has a long history which is part 
of the tapestry of South Africa. It is set in the 
1950’s vibrant yet turbulent time in the history 
of the country. It takes place in a shebeen in 
the township that is run by the shebeen queen 
known as Queenie. The show has a beautiful hint 
of romance that never gets realized at the end. 
Queenie falls for Johnny, a travelling salesman 
who somehow works his way past her protective 
shell, and coaxes her into confiding her long-
buried secrets to him. 

Nongogo, one of Fugard earliest works tells 
the tale of displaced township individuals who 
are gripped by a futile longing to belong and 
be loved.  Each character represents a certain 
broken-ness, Johnny – the itinerate salesman, 
Queenie, the reformed hooker trying to make 
good in her new career as a shebeen queen, 
Patrick –the tyrant and pimp who is crippled by 
his jealousy of Queenie & Johnny’s promising 
romance, and Sam, whose physical disabilities 
mirrors his broken spirit.  

Performed by: Vusi Kunene, Zikhona Sodlaka, 
Peter Mashigo, Bongani Gumede and Zenzo 
Ngqobe . Nongogo is directed by James 
Ngcobo.

Dates
 Friday 15 June –  
 Sunday 15 July 2018 

Time
 Tuesday – Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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