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The theatre industry is mourning the 
death of veteran South African theatre 
legend, Winston Ntshona. He died 
on 2 August in Port Elizabeth. While 

we are saddened by the loss we are proud of the 
achievements of this fallen hero. His legacy will 
live on .  

In this week’s issue of Market Buzz, we also shine 
the spotlight and celebrate iconic South African 
women. On page 8 we tell the story of four iconic 
women who guard over the Market Square ---- 
the home of the Market Theatre Foundation that 
houses the Market Theatre Laboratory, the Market 
Photo Workshop and the administrative offices of 
the Foundation. 

A vibrant ceremony last week to name 
one of the boardrooms at the Market Square 

after fallen actress Lindiwe Chibi the Market 
Theatre Foundation marked its strong focus on 
empowering and honouring women. The Sophie 
Mgcina Emerging Voice Award was announced 
on the same day with visual artist Anje Cronje 
being announced as the youngest and fourth 
woman to receive this prestigious award. 

The Sophie Mgcina award , the brainchild of 
artistic director James Ngcobo, is awarded to a 
young artist who is on the brink of success. 

Thari is the Windybrow Arts Centre’s seminal 
women’s month programme. Thari will be 
launched on 25 August 2018. Keep an eye out in 
the media for more details. 

Wathinta umfazi, wathinta imbokodo!
  

Editor’s Note
In this week’s Market BUZZ, we focus on veteran South African theatre legend, Winston 

Ntshona and also have a look at some of the women’s month events that are taking 
place at the Market Theatre Foundation 

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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Winston Ntshona 
Playwright and Actor Dies at 

the Age of 77
Celebrating the life of veteran South African theatre legend, Winston Ntshona

-- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
- Photographer: ©Ruphin Coudyzer
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The Market Theatre Foundation sadly 
mourns the passing of the South 
African legend, Winston Ntshona, an 
iconic actor who started his career 

performing in school plays with Dr John Kani in 
Port Elizabeth.  

In 1967, Ntshona joined the Serpent Players 
drama group where he continued working with 
Kani and also collaborated with Athol Fugard. 
Their works, Sizwe Banzi is Dead and The 
Island produced between 1967 and 1972 are 
remarkable testimonies of South African theatre 
work that stood up against apartheid.  Both plays  
were widely performed in South African and 
internationally.  In 1974 the two plays toured to 
New York where Winston Ntshona and John Kani 
were awarded the prestigious Tony Award on 
Broadway for best actors for both plays.  

Their celebrated works continue to be revived by 
a younger generation of actors who pay tribute to 
these legendary masters of South African theatre. 

The Tony Award Winner writer and star of stage 
and screen, known for performances in Sizwe 
Banzi is Dead and The Island  died Thursday 
2 August 2018 in Port Elizabeth. The Theatre 
industry  has lost a hero and an arts activist who 
has contributed immensely in the South African 
industry.

“His work was pointed. It was researched. It had 
gravitas and he moved audiences wherever he 
played in this country and all over the world. The 
beautiful thing about him was that he was such 
an informed African about our work”, said James 
Ngcobo, the Market Theatre’s artistic director.

About Winston Ntshona: 

Winston Ntshona (born 6 
October 1941) is a South 
African playwright and actor. 
Born in Port Elizabeth, Winston 

Ntshona worked alongside fellow South African 
Athol Fugard on several occasions, most notably 
in the 1980 film version of Fugard’s play Marigolds 
in August, and played a minor role in Richard 
Attenborough’s acclaimed film  Gandhi (1982) 
and a major role in the film A Dry White Season 
(1989). 

Ntshona played deposed President Julius 
Limbani, the subject of a rescue attempt in The 
Wild Geese (1978). Limbani is based on Moise 
Tshombe. He also played a similar role in The Dogs 
of War (1980) as Dr. Okoye, a moderate political 
figure thrown in jail by the dictator President 
Kimba of the fictional Republic of Zangaro. His 
other film credits include roles in Ashanti (1979), 
Night of the Cyclone (1991), The Power of One 
(1992), The Air Up There (1994) and Tarzan and 
the Lost City (1998). 

In 1979 he appeared in Michael Hastings’ 
monologue Full Frontal at the Royal Court Theatre 
in London. With Fugard and John Kani, Ntshona 
wrote the 1973 play The Island, in which he and 
Kani starred in a number of major international 
productions over the next 30 years. He and Kani 
were co-winners of the Tony Award for Best Actor 
in a Play for their performance in both The Island 
and Sizwe Banzi is Dead, which he also co-wrote. 

In 2002 Ntshona directed a new play Ghetto 
Goats which had been created by three young 
actors from Port Elizabeth. On 27 April 2010, 
Ntshona was awarded The Order of Ikhamanga 
in Silver for “His excellent contribution to theatre 
and the arts scene in South Africa.”

Ntshona took a post as the chairman of the 
Eastern Cape Cultural Units arts agency working 
to interest young South Africans in theatre. He 
was also honoured with a Living Treasures award 
from South Africa’s National Arts Council. 

Source : SAHistory.org.za
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There is hardly any other place in 
Johannesburg that can boast being 
bordered by four iconic women. 
Market Square is bordered by Lillian 

Ngoyi Street on the northern side of the building, 
Miriam Makeba Street on the east, Rahima  Moosa 
Street on the south and Margaret Mcingana 
Street on the western side.  Market Square also 
overlooks the Mary Fitzgerald Square.

Exiled for over 30 years, legendary South African 
singer Miriam Makeba also known as Mama 
Africa propelled her career from singing in the 
townships to becoming a global celebrity whose 
concerts sold out at some of the most prestigious 
concert halls around the globe. Miriam Makeba 
was also the anti-apartheid movement’s most 
audible spokesperson to challenge the apartheid 
regime. 

Born in the Eastern Cape, Margaret Mcingana 
moved to Johannesburg where she worked as 
a domestic worker before her musical talents 
paved the way for her internationally celebrated 
career. Known as Lady Africa in Southern Africa, 

her song We Are Growing, the theme song from 
the television series Shaka Zulu went to number 1 
in the Netherlands in 1989. 

Lillian Ngoyi and Rahima Moosa together with 
Helen Joseph and Sophie Williams spearheaded 
the historic 1956 Women’s March to the Union 
Buildings where women handed over petitions 
against the pass laws. The march was organized 
under the auspices of the Federation of South 
African Women (FEDSAW).

Mary Fitzgerald was a feisty trade unionist. She is 
considered to be South Africa’s first women trade 
unionist. As a typist for the Mine Workers Union in 
Johannesburg she was appalled by the conditions 
under which miners worked and became involved 
in related industrial action. 

The legacy of these women leaders lives on as the 
precinct bordered by the streets honouring their 
names and the Mary Fitzgerald Square continues 
to be a meeting place for cultural events and 
protest meetings.

Iconic Women Stand Guard 
Over Market Square

Taking a look at the iconic women after whom streets and locations around the 
Market Square have been named after

- Ismail Mahomed
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Lindiwe Chibi Memorialised 
at the Market Square

The third-floor boardroom at the Market Square gets named after Lindiwe Chibi
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed
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The Market Square in Newtown is more 
than just a performing arts centre. It is 
also a dynamic and living memorial 
that honours the lives of artists whose 

contribution inspire the next generation of artists 
who are taking their early strides at Newtown’s 
vibrant campus. With theatres, galleries and 
rehearsal rooms named after artists everyone 
walking through Market Square is given a glimpse 
of some of the departed men and women who 
have made an impact on South Africa’s vibrant 
performing arts sector. Even the boardrooms at 
the Market Square are named after artists.

“It is not often that a boardroom is ever named after 
an artist; and yet boardrooms are the most productive 
spaces for innovation, creative thinking and out of 
the box problem- solving”, says Zama Sweetness 
Buthelezi, the Brand & Communications Manager for 
the Market Theatre Foundation.  

The third floor of the Market Square houses the 
administration offices where all the “behind the scenes 
work” ensures the smooth running of productions and 
programming at the Market Theatre Foundation. 

“The space is a creative engine of the Market Theatre 
Foundation. The administrative offices creates 
opportunities for robust conversations with artists, 
technicians, funders and many other stakeholders”, 
she adds. 

On Friday 3 August, the Market Theatre Foundation 
named its upper-floor boardroom in honour of popular 
actress, Lindiwe Chibi, best known as Doobsie - the 
TV soapie character she made her own before her 
tragic death in 2007. Lindiwe Chibi is still regarded as 
one of the most accomplished actors long after she 
disappeared from the screen. 

“It was such a pleasure for us at Market Theatre 
Foundation to have announced the third-floor 
boardroom at the Market Square as the Lindiwe Chibi 
Boardroom”, said James Ngcobo, the artistic director 
for the Market Theatre. “This is a continuum of the 
work that I was tasked by our Council to name spaces 
in the new building to echo the immense contributions 
of individuals who gave their all to the making of our 
stories.”

Memorialising artists so that their contributions are not 
lost to the next generation of artists is an important 
factor that underlines Ngcobo’s thinking. Venues 
at Market Square already include the Brett Goldin 
Boardroom and the James Mthoba Rehearsal Room.

 “I sat down and chose the names of those that I felt 
whose spirit will embody our thinking. We want to 
take our hats off to the gifts that they shared with us”, 
added said James Ngcobo. “Individuals like Lindiwe 
moved our patrons with the passion that oozed when 
the curtain went up.”

In 2005, Lindiwe Chibi defied all odds when she 
survived a gunshot fired at close range. The bullet 
entered her cheek and exited at the back of her head. 
At the time, doctors gave her just days to live. The 
shooting incident left her in a coma for three weeks 
but she surprised everyone when she awoke from the 
coma. She was left paralysed down the right side of 
her body. In the months that passed she slowly began 
to get her life back through painstaking rehabilitation 
that included speech therapy and physiotherapy but 
unfortunately after eighteen months she succumbed 
to pneumonia and died at young age of 31.

Chibi began her professional acting career when she 
appeared in the play Ekuseni at the Civic Theatre 
in 1995. Lindiwe also appeared in Game at the 
Windybrow Theatre, for which she received a best-
actress award, she also performed in plays like A Street 
Car Named Desire, The Pen and Molora.  

“Those who shared a stage or spent a day with Lindi 
on set would all say that not only was she a pleasure to 
have around but watching her work was an absolute 
joy. She approached every character she played with 
a sense of discovery, excitement and wonderment. 
Soon enough she made herself a household name, 
found her space in the industry and quickly she was 
spoken about in the industry as this brave girl who 
went out of her way to play characters with empathy 
and a deeper understanding of the human condition”, 
says James Ngcobo as he remembers this relented 
performer.

Though the stage and television lights may have 
faded on prematurely on Lindiwe’s Chibi’s career her 
legacy will continue to inspire those who walk through 
the corridors of Market Square. More than anything 
else, it will ensure that the boardroom named after 
remains as vibrant and exciting as the energy that she 
brought on the stage and on television.

A portrait of Lindiwe Chibi hang on the walls of the 
upper-floor boardroom where her legacy will continue 
to be celebrated beyond her tragic death. The naming 
of the boardroom took place on Friday 3 August 2018.
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Sophie Mgcina Best 
Emerging Voice Award 
Unearths New Voices

The Sophie Mgcina Best Emerging Voice award goes to a visual artist for the 
first time

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The Market Theatre has announced 
the winner of 2018 Sophie Mgcina 
Best Emerging Voice Award. Anje 
Cronje is the first visual artist to win this 

prestigious award; and at 20 years she is also the 
youngest to win this accolade. Previous recipients 
of the award are choreographer and dancer Lulu 
Mlangeni (2014), writer and director Khayelihle 
Dom Gumede (2015), dancer and choreographer 
Sonia Radebe (2016) and director and actress 
Lesedi Job (2017).

The award is named in honour of 
the illustrious South African actress 
and teacher, Sophie Mgcina. During 
her celebrated career, she made a 
lasting impression in 1980 when she 
performed in the premier of The 
Long Journey of Poppie Nongena. 
Not only did she play two leading 
roles in Elsa Joubert’s famed book 
Die Swerfjare van Poppie Nongena, 
but she also composed and directed 
the music for the production. The 
production toured to New York that 
same year and then again at the 
Edinburgh Festival in 1983, followed 
by a world tour in 1984. In New York, 
Mgcina was given an Obie Award 
for best achievement, and was 
nominated for the Laurence Olivier 
Award for best supporting actress. 

The Sophie Mgcina Emerging Voice 
Award presented each year to young 
creatives aims to unearth and support 
young talent. Anje Cronje joins the 
ranks of other Sophie Mgcina Award 
winners by becoming the first visual artist to win 
this award. She is a self-taught artist who uses 
graphite pencils and plain blank paper to create 
realistic portraits of ethnic groups that fascinate 
and inspire her.

 “The winners of the Award speak to the quality 
of young artists who have risen to the challenge 
and are taking the baton forward. The Award 
will continue to produce and support young 
thespians and visual artists who are ready to take 
on the world”, said James Ngcobo, the artistic 

director for the Market Theatre Foundation. “By 
including visual artists we have raised the stakes 
for this year’s announcement by discovering a 
rough diamond from a small town in the Eastern 
Cape”, added Ngcobo.

Anje matriculated and moved to Bloemfontein 
in 2017 to study architecture at the University of 
the Free State. She is a young creative who finds 
balance between technical creative designing and 
the absolute freedom of art where she can express 
without boundaries. Her architecture career 

and her art career constantly fuel 
and influence each other. Cronje’s 
artworks are influenced by locals 
from Aberdeen, her hometown, 
and photographs of interesting 
traditional faces from Africa.

“What I want to accomplish with my 
art, is to learn more about the people 
around me. I see so much beauty in 
people. I constantly fall in love with 
interesting faces. I want to recreate 
these faces on paper, because I 
genuinely enjoy it. And I want to give 
people the opportunity to see what 
I see. I want to make people fall in 
love with these faces, these cultures, 
and the tribes and traditions of Africa 
as much as I have”, says Anje

Anje epitomizes the pioneering spirit 
of Sophie Mgcina. The sustained 
excellence of Sophie Mgcina’s 
extensive and versatile body of work 
and illustrious career in South Africa 
and internationally earned her the 

reputation of being a doyenne of South Africa’s 
performing arts. It is fitting that the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Sophie Mgcina Emerging Voice 
Award also honours an emerging South African 
artist who is on the threshold of having her name 
written in lights. 

An exhibition of Anje’s work is presented in the 
Barney Simon foyer. The exhibition coincides with 
the Market Theatre Foundation’s month-long 
woman’s month celebrations.

“The winners of 
the Award speak 
to the quality 
of young artists 
who have risen 
to the challenge 
and are taking the 
baton forward. 
The Award 
will continue 
to produce and 
support young 
thespians and 
visual artists who 
are ready to take 
on the world”

- James Ngcobo
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Cloth Will Echo Women’s 
Dreams

The Windybrow Arts Centre to launch THARI, in celebration of women’s month
- Keitu Gwangwa

Cloth has carried the identities of 
different people in Africa, from the 
Mali mud cloth, Senegalese Indigo, 
camroonian Kuba cloth, Nigerian 

Lace, Ghanian Ashanti, Congolese Batik, Malawian 
Chitenge, to South Africa’s Tsonga Shibelane and 
motsheka, to the Pedi Yele, the Xhosa isimbatho 
to THARI. Each cloth carrying messages woven in 
by the women of the cultural tribes, each serving 
a purpose when clad. 

When things get tough, African women take 
a cloth, wrap it around their waist, pull up their 
sleeves and get to work. From cape to Cairo, this 
is a recognised culture all across the continent.

THARI is a Setswana word which refers to a tanned 
goat skin used by women to carry their children 
on their backs. The skin/cloth is quite durable and 
can be used for all the children of one mother. It 
is often used as a proverb to refer to a sibling – 
Ngwana wa Thari – a child of the same cloth. 

On 25 August 2018, the Windybrow Arts Centre 
will launch its traveling installation, THARI,  with the 
Head of the Centre, Keitu Gwangwa, facilitating a 
process with women from different works of life 
weaving cloths that represent their dreams and 
wishes for Africa.
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Hunt Begins for the Next 
Generation of South Africa’s 

Top Actors
2019 Market Theatre Laboratory Applications are now open

- Clara Vaughan
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The Market Theatre Laboratory, well-
known for launching the careers 
of some of South Africa’s leading 
performing arts professionals, is 

looking for the next generation of talented actors, 
theatre-makers, writers and directors to participate 
in its renowned Theatre and Performance Training 
Programme. Applications for this full-time course 
are open from 1 August – 30 September 2018 for 
study in 2019.

“If you are a gifted, determined individual who 
dreams about a career in the performing arts, 
don’t miss this amazing opportunity!”, says Zama 
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand 
& Communications Manager.

Founded by Dr John Kani and Barney 
Simon in 1988, The Market Theatre  
Laboratory is the educational arm of 
the world famous Market Theatre. 

“The Market Theatre Laboratory’s  
training programmes produce 
confident, disciplined performing arts 
professionals who are highly skilled 
in several modes of performance. 
Deeply embedded in the ethos 
of the school is its commitment 
to providing opportunities for 
talented youth from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who would not 
otherwise be able to pursue their 
passion for the arts or study further”, 
says Clara Vaughan, the Head of the 
Market Theatre Laboratory.

Exceptional performers and theatre-makers 
including the 2017 Standard Bank Young Young 
Artist, Monageng Motshabi, Naledi Award 
winners Mahlatsi Mokgonyana and Billy Langa, 
and SAFTA award winners Harriet Manamela, 
Warren Masemola and Lindiwe Ndlovu are alumni 
of the Market Theatre Laboratory. 

In 2017, the Market  Theatre Laboratory won the 
Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award for Hani: 
the Legacy. This year, Market Theatre Laboratory 
students continued to build the school’s stellar 
reputation by competing against students from 
the top tertiary institutions in the country and by 
scooping the Best Student Production Award at 

the National Arts Festival with their production 
Marose. 

The  Market Theatre Laboratory in partnership 
with the Windybrow Arts Centre has also launched 
the Kwasha! Theatre Company to assist alumni 
from the Market Theatre Laboratory to develop 
sustainable and rewarding careers. The Kwasha! 
Theatre Company is on a national tour with their 
production The Little Prince, which they presented 
on the Main platform of the National Arts Festival. 
The tour is sponsored by the French Institute of 
South Africa and Mazars.

The Market Theatre Laboratory participates in 
several international collaborations and exchanges 

throughout the year, with a team 
of eight people from the Market 
Theatre Laboratory traveling to the 
U.K. in 2017 with Encountering the 
Other. 

“Our students have worked 
with some of South Africa’s most 
prestigious theatre-makers, artists 
and exciting emerging directors from 
around the world. The students have 
presented work at Pop Art Theatre, 
the Market Theatre, the Olive Tree 
Theatre, the National Arts Festival, 
the Vrystaat Arts Festival, as well as 
internationally”, says Clara Vaughan, 
the Head of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory.

Classes at the Market Theatre 
Laboratory include acting, 

movement, physical theatre, voice, singing, 
theatre-making, writing, directing, stage-
management and theatre design. 

Application forms are available on the Market Theatre 
Laboratory website at www.marketlab.co.za, or can 
be fetched from the Market Theatre Laboratory 
offices at The Market Square, 138 Lilian Ngoyi Street, 
Newtown. Applications close on 30th September. 
For queries, please contact Thandeka Nheke or 
Rudy Motseatsea at the Market Theatre Laboratory 
on 011 838 7498 or email courses@marketlab.co.za. 
To see what the Market Theatre Laboratory has been 
up to visit their Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
themarketlab

“The Market 
T h e a t r e 
L a b o r a t o r y ’s  
t r a i n i n g 
p r o g r a m m e s 
p r o d u c e 
c o n f i d e n t , 
d i s c i p l i n e d 
performing arts 
professionals who 
are highly skilled 
in several modes 
of performance. ”

- Clara Vaughan

http://www.marketlab.co.za
mailto:courses%40marketlab.co.za?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/themarketlab
http://www.facebook.com/themarketlab


18    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 28

The 2018 South African Book Fair, 
which will run from 7 to 9 September 
at Johannesburg’s Newtown Cultural 
Precinct, will present a diverse 

programme of topics and activities for visitors 
from all walks of life. 

The three-day programme of events is brimming 
with things to do and see for everyone from pre-
schoolers to the most dedicated book lovers, 
including a vault of books with industry experts 
showcasing books that entertain, educate, 
empower, inform and advance. No-one is left out 
with even the South African Library for the Blind 
showcasing tactile books, promoting a positive 
reading experience for the blind and visually 
impaired. 

Celebrating #OURSTORIES on the page, mic and 
stage, the 2018 Book Fair also promises a feast for 
lovers of the spoken word as a giant of the South 
African literary world will be honoured. The late 
Professor Keorapetse Kgositsile, affectionately 
known as Bra Willie, will be celebrated through 
intergenerational voices in indigenous languages, 
a commissioned tribute poem and more. The 
inaugural Keorapetse Kgositsile Poetry Café at the 
SABF will feature some of the most recognised 
names in the realm of spoken word.

The Book Fair, as part of the National Book Week 
campaign which runs 3-9 September 2018, will 

kick off with an exciting Schools Programme, 
where learners, librarians, teachers, caregivers and 
parents will be treated to a delectable offering of 
storytelling in the vernacular.

The Little Prince, a production by the Kwasha 
Theatre Company and sponsored by the French 
Institute of South Africa and Mazars will also be 
at the South Africa Book Fair.  Other theatre 
productions and a host of activities will be in The 
National Book Week Magic Tent.  

The literary programme runs from Saturday to 
Sunday with an exciting line-up - from panel 
discussions with leading movers and shakers to a 
Philosophy Café, facilitated by prominent thought 
leaders, and sessions dealing with some of the 
most pressing social, economic and political 
issues facing South Africa today.  Meet Mandy 
Wiener, Tembeka Ngcukaitobi, Ralph Mathekga, 
Christi van der Westhuizen, Mpho Dagada, Dudu 
Busani-Dube, Jan-Jan Joubert, David Higgs and 
more.

The Fair also features a wealth of experts from the 
publishing industry who’ll be ready to assist with 
learning and support materials, the best research 
and non-fiction books from the university presses 
and SMME publishers from all provinces.

The SA Book Fair Returns 
with a Stellar Programme 
Showcasing 120 Authors

Packed event programme is brimming with contentious topics facing South 
Africa today

- On Point PR SA
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Highlights at the South African Book Fair

#OURSTORIES Storytelling Festival where 
stories of past and current times will be told, 
shared and sung. 

African Superheroes, where young authors such 
as Loyiso Mkize, Bontle Senne, Clyde Beech and 
Benoit Knox will take the audience into the world 
of graphic novels.

African Philosophy Café, where Prof. Gilbert 
Khadiagala and Prof. Adekeye Adebajo will 
discuss the tale of two hegemons: SA and Nigeria 
in Africa. 

Original Sin, where panellists Advocate Tembeka 
Ngcukaitobi, Dr. Nomkhosi Xulu-Gama and Dr. 
Marek Hanusch will explore the complex issue of 
land disposession in South Africa.

A Celebration of Giants remembers the 
timeless contributions of Albertina Sisulu and 
Nelson Mandela as the country celebrates their 
centenaries.

Skin Deep with Rosie Motene, Sarah-Jayne King 
and Thuli Nhlapo looks at adoption across racial 
lines. 

Writers Are Our Conscience explores how writers 
and readers influence society. Do writers steer 
the course of a country’s socio-political passage? 
Dr. Sindiwe Magona, Siphiwo Mahala, Melinda 
Ferguson, Antjie Krog, Maishe Maponya, Peter 
Harris and many more will unpack this topic.

Step Into My Womanhood is where diverse 
woman authors such as Malebo Sephodi, B 
Camminga, Anne Dahlqvist and Melanie Judge 
will discuss their expressions of womanness.

Exposed! South Africa’s Hidden Web of Crime 
will feature three journalists; Mandy Wiener, 
Anneliese Burgess and Pieter-Louis Myburgh; 
who will give unprecedented insights into political 
and underworld figures, as well as exposing how 

these criminal networks have infiltrated the South 
African enforcement authorities and agencies. 

Bus Tour: Hop On, Hop Off will explore 
Johannesburg’s uneasy relationship with its past 
and future. Three local authors; Terry Shakinovsky, 
Harriet Perlman and Nechama Brodie; will take 
audiences on a journey through the city’s historical, 
political, cultural and culinary sites, as depicted in 
their writings. 

The Little Prince will be performed by the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s brand new theatre 
company, Kwasha! This performance is a magical 
re-telling of the book, mixing storytelling and 
circus in multiple languages to create a unique 
South African inspired production of this French 
masterpiece, for adults and children alike. 

The full programme for the 2018 South African 
Book Fair, which is the final event on the 
National Book Week calendar, can be accessed 
at www.southafricanbookfair.co.za. Booking is 
essential and tickets for all sessions are priced at 
R40 and are available through WebTickets  at 
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.
aspx?itemid=1482084984. Entry into the 
exhibition, poetry performances, the storytelling 
festival and the Family Zone will be free of charge. 

The South African Book Fair (SABF), is presented 
by the South African Book Development Council, 
in proud association with the Fibre, Processing 
and Manufacturing SETA (FP&M). 
For further information about the South African 
Book Fair, please visit: 

Website: 
 www.southafricanbookfair.co.za 

Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/SouthAfricanBookFair 

Twitter: 
 @SABookFair 

Instagram:
  @sabookfair

http://www.southafricanbookfair.co.za
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.aspx?itemid=1482084984
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.aspx?itemid=1482084984
http://www.southafricanbookfair.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/SouthAfricanBookFair  
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Photographer and multimedia designer, 
Dahlia Maubane’s Woza Sisi  explores 
how women street hairstylists working 
in the Johannesbg CBD and Maputo 

negotiate, navigate and shape complex 
demarcated trading zones. The multi-media 
project looks into ways in which these women 
position themselves and how they use and 
negotiate urban spaces.
 
Woza Sisi aims to uncover a group of women 
street hairstylists’ urban experience and explore 
their relationship with cities and city economies. 
Visibility is important for the hairstylists; they have 
to call potential clients in a persuasive way - woza 
sisi, woza uzobona, woza nice. They are also 
expected to be patient, polite and understanding. 

It is important for the hairstylists to have satisfied 
clients and be able to produce value at a minimal 
cost. Building relationships is fundamental to 
growing their clientele. Business is normally 
scarce as the hairstylists are often locked in a tight 
competition for customers.
 
 This exhibition and iteration was developed 
through the 2017 Market Photo Workshop 
Alumnus Award. The project is funded by 
the Department of Arts  & Culture’s Incubator 
Programme.

Dahlia studied at the National School of the Arts 
and completed a Bachelor of Technology in 
Multimedia at the University of Johannesburg in 
2009. She went on to study at the Market Photo 
Workshop in 2010, completing the Foundation 
and Intermediate photography courses. Maubane 
has participated in Market Photo Workshop 
projects such as the Makweteng Heritage Project 
2011-2012, Joburg Photo Harare Masterclass 
2013, and My Joburg: Short Change exhibition at 
La Maison Rouge Gallery, Paris. 

She was the Photographer in Residence at the 
2012 International Summer Academy of Fine 
Arts in Salzburg and participated in the inaugural 
Kampala Art Biennale 2014. Her on-going body 
of work, Woza Sisi was one of the 10 open call 
projects during the Joburg Photo Umbrella, 
which is part of SA-UK Seasons 2014 & 2015, a 
partnership between the Department of Arts & 
Culture, South Africa and the British Council. 

Her exhibition at the Photo Workshop Gallery will 
open on 22 August and will until 7 October 2018.

http://maubanedahlia.wix.com/portfolio
http://dahliamaubane.tumblr.com/

Jozi’s street hairstylists in 
Woza Sisi

Market Photo Workshop alumnus Dahlia Maubane explores womens’ street 
hairstyles and their urban experience and relationship with cities and city 

economies
- Khona Dlamini

Photographer: ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

http://maubanedahlia.wix.com/portfolio
http://dahliamaubane.tumblr.com/
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The Market Photo Workshop Alumnus 
Award will celebrate the outstanding 
achievements of Market Photo 
Workshop alumni. The award will be 

presented to an alumnus to create a new body of 
work or to further develop and present a selection 
of their work. 

In its inaugural year, the Alumnus Award will 
provide the winner with the opportunity to present 
their work at the Market Photo Workshop stand at 
the FNB Joburg Art Fair from 8 - 10 September 
2017, as well as providing initial support for the 
winner to continue the development of their 
photographic project into a completed body of 
work. 

The Market Photo Workshop will provide financial 
support to exhibit the selected works at the 
FNB Joburg Art Fair 2017. The winner of the 
award will also receive funding to the amount of 
R15 000.00 towards continuing the development 
of the selected body of work.

The FNB Joburg Art Fair is Africa’s leading art fair 
focused on contemporary art from the continent 
and diaspora. Now in its tenth year, it continues to 
strengthen this position by presenting the finest of 
contemporary African art alongside memorable 
exhibitions and groundbreaking initiatives.

Market Photo Workshop 
Alumnus Award exhibition 

at Art Fair
Market Photo Workshop to assist Alumnus Award winner to exhibit at the FNB 

Joburg Art Fair
- Khona Dlamini
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Freedom of information, freedom of 
inquiry and freedom of speech are more 
important than ever, and quality visual 
journalism is essential for the accurate 

and independent reporting that makes these 
freedoms possible. The World Press Photo works 
to develop and promote quality visual journalism.

World Press Photo Foundation’s new initiative, 
the 6x6 Global Talent Program, will identify and 

recognize six talents – those not yet well known 
outside of their own countries – from each of the 
world’s six continents, and connect them to a 
global audience.

The head of the Market Photo Workshop, 
Lekgetho Makola, has been invited to serve as a 
member of the online 6x6 Selection Committee 
for the fourth edition of Africa.

Makola Joins Jury of 2018 
World Press Photo

Market Photo Workshop head, Lekgetho Makola has been invited to serve as 
a member of the online 6x6 Selection Committee for the World Press Photo 

Foundation’s new initiative, the 6x6 Global Talent Program
- Khona Dlamini
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Masterclasses are a big step in the 
Market Photo Workshop’s vision of 
conducting collaborative projects 
with like-minded institutions in 

the region which informs the partnership with the 
Lupane State University. 

“Interventions like these are crucial for the 
professionalising of the photography industry 
and in encouraging practitioners to stay with their 
practice and improve on their skills. The building 
of photography communities at a local or on 
a cross border level is crucial to the growth of 
photography as critical voice, tool and skill in the 

region”, says Lekgetho Makola, the head of the 
Market Photo Workshop.

The Lupane State University Photography 
Masterclass is a multi-foci photography-training 
programme. It will to place in Lupane district 
over a period of 12 months with practicing 
photographers, most of who are self-taught, from 
Lupane and Bulawayo.
 
The Department of Languages at the University 
has indicated interest to accredit the masterclasses 
as a Diploma Programme.

Lupane University 
Photography Masterclasses 

in Zimbabwe
Market Photo Workshop to host masterclasses at Lupane University in Zimbabwe

- Khona Dlamini

THE
MARKET
PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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The Market Photo Workshop and 
Mkhululi Productions are conducting 
the Mkhululi Productions Welfare To 
Work – Photography Training Project. 

The project is a 6 months photography course that 
will train 21 women participants in basic technical 
and visual literacy skills of digital photography. 

The project strategically supports women 
photographers. Participants are taught basic 
approaches to event photography, portraits and 
feature images. Participants will also be trained to 
conceptualise and develop stories around their 
communities. In line with ensuring the participants 
acquire field experience alongside theoretical 
training, the Market Photo Workshop will conduct 
field trips at media houses, relevant archives and 
gallery visits in and around Johannesburg.
 
The Market Photo Workshop trainers and 

alumni Bongiwe Phakathi, Thandile Zwelibanzi, 
Tshepiso Sebyeng, Buyaphi Mdledle, Michelle 
Harris, Sipho Gongxeka, Michelle Loukidis and 
Madoda Mkhobeni, have been assigned different 
responsibilities in delivering the training content. 
The training also mentors the participants 
through providing guidance and direction on the 
participants’ work. 

“The project has taught me lot about 
photography. I feel confident. I feel like a 
professional photographer. The project is a good 
development tool for us women; the assignments 
and other activities have given me confidence 
that I am now able to approach people and 
engage with them about their backgrounds and 
personalities with ease,” said Valentia Moliko one 
of the project participants.

Welfare To Work 
Photography Training 

Project
Market Photo Workshop trainers to train 21 women basic technical and visual 

literacy skills of digital photography
- Khona Dlamini

THE
MARKET
PHOTO
WORKSHOP
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The Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship in 
Photography was developed in 2013 
to provide an emerging photographer 
the infrastructural support to develop 

a body of work. The mentorship was created by 
the family of the late Gisèle Wulfsohn to honour 
her memory and her work; and was seen as 
an opportunity to continue her approach and 
interests in photography. 

Wulfsohn dedicated her life and photography to 
awareness, openness and respect; she worked on 
issues of democracy, HIV/AIDS and positive sexual 

identities, social inclusion and gender issues, and 
maintained a commitment to education and 
social change. Sydelle Willow Smith Siphosihle 
Mkhwanazi and Phumzile Khanyile were recipients 
from 2013 – 2016. 
 
The 2018 Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship in 
Photography will be launched at Eyethu Lifestyle 
Centre with an exhibition supported by a public 
programme.  The mentorship is aimed at 
developing emerging voices that are committed 
to broadening the understanding of gender 
beyond cis female identity.

Gisèle Wulfsohn Mentorship 
in Photography

The Market Photo Workshop is pleased to announce the relaunch of the Gisèle 
Wulfsohn Mentorship in Photography.

- Khona Dlamini
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible 

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader 
in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week the ART of Partnership  focuses on the 
bursaries that make it possible for the Market Theatre Laboratory to offer bursaries to 

deserving students.



06 August - 19 August 2018    29

Cameron Conlon/Zikkazimba Scholarship
Zikkazimba Productions is a small theatre 
company that believes it only takes one person to 
make a difference. Its founding members, Jaques 
De Silva and Ryan Dittman, both teach at the 
Market Theatre Laboratory. They were inspired 
by the hardworking and dedicated students, 
many of them managing under extraordinary 
circumstances to achieve their goals. Seeing 
what the students accomplish motivated them 
to create a scholarship which pays the second 
year tuition fees for the strongest graduating first 
year student. The first scholarship was awarded in 
2015 to Khanyisile Ngwabe. 

The bursary is named in honour of St Stithians 
High School student, Cameron Conlon, who 
tragically passed away in his matric year. Jaques 
and Ryan also run workshops at St Stithians, and 
had taught Cameron, who was a talented clown 
with an unmistakeable passion for the performing 
arts. Out of this tragedy, something beautiful 
emerged: 

Cameron’s mother and father, Sue and Deon, have 
insisted that in order to keep Cameron’s memory 
alive they too will contribute and fundraise for 
the Market Theatre Laboratory’s  scholarship. The 
winner of the 2018 Cameron Conlon / Zikkazimba 
Scholarship is Chantel Thomas. 

artsINSIDEOUT Bursary
Astep/artsINSIDEOUT offer an annual bursary 
to a second year student of the Market Theatre 
Laboratory . Co-founded by Dick Scanlan and 
Evan J. Todd in 2011, artsINSIDEOUT is a group 
of American and South African artists who have 
been personally affected by HIV/AIDS, and work 
with the mothers and children at Nkosi’s Haven. 
artsINSIDEOUT is run under the auspices of Artists 

Striving to End Poverty (ASTEP), an organization 
that uses the arts as a tool to empower young 
people with creativity, knowledge and a strong 
sense of self-esteem.

This award is for a student who has been 
exceptional in taking all the learning opportunities 
that the Market Theatre Laboratory offers, 
and in contributing their own knowledge and 
experience to all the Laboratory and Market 
Theatre programmes. This year, the recipient of 
the Astep/artsINSIDEOUT bursary is Thabang 
Gabogope.

POP-Art Theatre Bursary
POP Art Theatre give one second year student a 
bursary every year that covers their tuition fees. 
This money is raised during their annual event, 24 
Hours in the City event. This is POP Art Theatre’s 
investment in future actors and theatre-makers, 
and a part of their more general partnership with 
the Market Theatre Laboratory. Since 2017, the 
Market Theatre Laboratory has hosted the 24 
Hours in the City event at the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre. 

Barney Simon Trust Bursary Fund
The Barney Simon Trust have given funding for 
bursaries for several years. This is the largest fund 
and is adjudicated after an application process: 
decisions are based on financial need and 
excellent performance in class. 

You too can join the Art of Partnership. To 
sponsor a bursary for a student at the Market 
Theatre Laboratory write to Clara Vaughan, 
the Head of the Market Theatre Laboratory at 
clarav@markettheatre.co.za

mailto:clarav%40markettheatre.co.za%20?subject=
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Founder of Jhb Art Gallery 
Comes Alive in New South 

African Play 
Founder of the Johannesburg Art Gallery, Florence Phillips, to be honoured in a 

Myer Taub’s new play this Women’s Month
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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This Women’s Month the Market 
Theatre will highlight the contributions 
and impact that Florence Phillips had 
in building a greater understanding of 

art with early-Johannesburg and its contemporary 
society. It was her philanthropic nature which 
endeared her to both the world of artists and 
public alike. Florence was a woman of exceptional 
strength, passion, and character to have been able 
to promote and celebrate local and international 
artists and to persevere in building them a home at 
the Johannesburg Art Gallery (JAG). 

Too often the women like Florence were unsung 
heroes and sometimes their 
contributions went unnoticed. But the 
achievements, leadership, courage, 
and strength they possessed created 
indispensable heritage from which 
we can draw pride, comfort, courage, 
and long-range vision from. The story 
of our early pioneers can be used 
in a creative way to engage and 
inspire the public, including the next 
generation of woman pioneers.

In the world-premiere of Florence, a 
one-person play directed by Greg 
Homann, playwright Myer Taub 
playfully experiments with time, 
place, language, and form to explore 
our contemporary moment. A 
disgruntled actress meets over lunch 
in a fancy restaurant with a playwright 
about the new work he has written 
that places Florence Phillips as a ghost 
at the Joubert Park fence outside 
the Johannesburg Art Gallery. While 
considering whether she will play the 
role, the actress imagines what it would mean to 
portray a dead white colonial figure today whose 
legacy and value is both contested and forgotten.  

Starring Leila Henriques, the world-of-the-play 
moves across over 100 years of Johannesburg 
history revealing a city that captures a struggle for 
recognition, renewal, unrequited love, hope, and 
prosperity. Homann says, “The politics of staging 
a play today that centres on the life of a white 
colonial figure is a complicated business, but that’s 
exactly what makes this play appealing to me – 
the playwright is not trying to place anyone on a 
pedestal, rather Taub is asking questions about 

what we value, how we think about history, and 
what we see as relevant or not.”

This dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henriques 
have been brought together by the Artistic Director 
of the Market Theatre, James Ngcobo has also 
brought in Johannesburg based-sculptor, Richard 
Forbes, to design the set for the production. Award 
winning lighting designer, Nomvula Molepo, will 
light the show with costumes by Karabo Legoabe 
and Nthabiseng Mokone, and sound design by 
Ntuthuko Mbuyazi.

Paul Duncan in Hidden Johannesburg said “visiting 
Joburg for its history is like attending 
a peepshow; the tantalizing glimpses 
are never as satisfying as they should 
be. Rapid changes in the city’s short 
130-year history have meant that the 
cityscape’s appearance never tells 
the full story. You still have to dig to 
uncover gold here”.

Dorothea Sarah Florence Alexandra, 
Lady Phillips (née Ortlepp; 14 June 
1863 – 23 August 1940) was a South 
African art patroness and promoter of 
indigenous culture. She was married 
to Sir Lionel Phillips, 1st Baronet, 
a mining magnate and politician 
and was most commonly known as 
Florence, her middle name.

She started acquiring paintings with 
a view to eventually founding an art 
gallery, which after many difficulties 
took shape as the Johannesburg Art 
Gallery (JAG). She played a leading 
role in projects aimed at cultivating 
and preserving the local artistic 

heritage. She headed a movement to preserve 
and restore the Koopmans-De Wet House in Cape 
Town and was an enthusiastic collector of Africana 
furniture, both for her own home and public 
institutions. She was instrumental, with Prof. G.E. 
Pearse, in establishing a Faculty of Architecture 
at the University of the Witwatersrand. Florence 
devoted her time to encouraging the preservation 
of national heritage culture and artefacts. 

Florence will run at the Market Theatre from 3 – 26 
August 2018. 

“visiting Joburg 
for its history is 
like attending 
a peepshow; 
the tantalizing 
glimpses are never 
as satisfying as they 
should be. Rapid 
changes in the city’s 
short 130-year 
history have meant 
that the cityscape’s 
appearance never 
tells the full story. 
You still have to 
dig to uncover gold 
here”

- Paul Duncan
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Fool for Love an Explosive 
and Emotional Twisted 

Romance 
Janice Honeyman directs a stellar cast in the twisted love story by American 

playwright Sam Shepard
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Director Janice Honeyman will direct Fool 
for Love in her homecoming production 
at the Market Theatre. Janice’s love affair 
with the Market Theatre dates back in the 

70’s over the years she has worked on productions like 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf, Nothing But The Truth, 
Missing and many others. Her return is accompanied 
by a stellar cast in Zane Meas, Langley Kirkwood, Kate 
Liquorish and Paka Zwedala. 

Sam Shepard, in his mid-eighties classic, Fool for Love, 
draws us mercilessly into the hot and gritty epicentre of a 
relentless emotional conflict. In the dust-dry desolation 
of the Mojave Desert we are hauled onto the battlefield 
of a love-hate combat. 

Eddie and May are seemingly psychologically chained 
together, caught in a motel room, entrapped in their 
own prison-cell of pain and passion. No matter how 
hard they try to detach themselves from one another, 
they are somehow compulsively connected. The 
play pinpoints the merging of memories and present 
moments, emotional fantasy and harsh, immediate 
reality, to create a charged electricity between two 
damaged people.

An old man and a young suitor of May’s become 
involved in the action, and become involuntary 
witnesses pulled into this searing, complex relationship.
And so, too, will the audience be. It is a potent, high-
impact piece of adult theatre.

Fool for Love, written by American playwright and actor 
Sam Shepard, premiered in 1983 at the Magic Theatre 
in San Francisco, where Shepard was the playwright-in-
residence. The play was a finalist for the 1984 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama.

The story is engaging and troubling love story that will 
haunt the audience memory of the play. The Audience 
will be engrossed with the couple’s fighting and loving 
on stage which will provide explosive emotional scenes 
throughout the play. 

Zane Meas makes a come back to the stage playing 
Eddie and May’s disillusioned father. Award winning 
actress Kate Liquorish will portray May a mysterious 
woman in love and consumed with jealousy and she 
hold resentment towards her lover and father. 

Eddie (Langley Kirkwood) will deliver a heart wrenching 
performance in his portrayal of a damaged man whose 
heart is torn between two women and a longing for his 
father. To complete this incredible talented cast is Paka 
Zwedala playing the young suitor of May, Martin who 
is unfortunately blind sighted by being pulled into a 
complex relationship.

There’s a definite crisis of identity, family and 
relationships. True to Shepard’s plays the words escalate 
into explosive action-packed scenes and the actors will 
be tearing each other like mortal enemies the characters 
are caught up in sorting through the emotional tumult 
of their lives in a power struggle where identity is vague. 

Award winning Janice Honeyman will bring her crucial 
direction to this powerful dark humor production that 
unravels the past and present mingling in an explosive 
emotional experience. 

Fool for Love is a torrid relationship production that 
will keep audiences at the edge of their seats the 
production will have its Johannesburg premier at the 
Market Theatre from 17 August – 9 September 2018.
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The 26th annual Zwakala Festival has 
been given a new lease on life with 
a vision that will reach out to more 
artists and audiences. The revamped 

Zwakala Festival will also also serve the mandate 
of its funders, the Department of Arts & Culture, 
with whose support through the Arts Incubator 
Programme the Festival is being relaunched in an 
exciting new format.

Over more than two decades the Market Theatre 
Foundation’s Zwakala Festival has through a 
strategic community theatre development 
programme has discovered and groomed 
young artists from under-developed and under-
resourced communities.

“The Zwakala Festival is known for unearthing 
and refining creative gems from the community 
theatre sector and for propelling these 
productions to platforms where they earn both 
recognition and acclaimed awards”, says Zama 
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand 
& Communications Manager.

From the 2017 Zwakala Festival Isithunzi went on 
to scoop the Best Production Award at the 2017 
National Arts Incubator Trade Fair.  Dikakapa 
(2018) and Tau (2016) won the the Standard Bank 
Ovation Awards at the National Arts Festival 
Makhanda (formerly Grahamstown).

The Spirit of the Zwakala 
Festival Rejuvenated

The 26th Annual Zwakala Festival takes on a new shape and vision
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
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The pioneering Zwakala Festival has 
pioneered a template that has been used by 
several other community festivals across the 
country.

“Community theatre festivals are a creative 
barometer of the social, political and economic 
tensions in South Africa. The productions reflect 
and mirror what is happening in the South African 
communities. It brings to the surface what young 
people are grappling with in their communities 
and in their daily lives”, adds Zama Buthelezi.

This year the Zwakala Festival will 
introduce an exciting innovation 
with the appointment of a Resident 
Festival Director who will develop 
and strengthen the scripts, intensify 
the fieldwork programme and 
offer intensive guidance regarding 
the directing and staging of the 
shortlisted productions.

“The Market Theatre Foundation 
is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Themba Mkhoma 
as the inaugural Resident Festival 
Director. This is  a challenging role 
but the Market Theatre Foundation is 
confident that with his vast skills and 
knowledge the Zwakala Festival will 
be elevated to become a dynamic 
celebration of the work by emerging 
theatre practitioners”, added Zama Buthelezi.

Themba holds a Master’s Degree in Drama 
Therapy, an Honors Degree in Applied Drama 
and a Higher Diploma in Education, Training and 
Development.  He is the first black male in Africa 
to train as a Drama Therapist. Mkhoma is also a 
writer, theatre and film director who specializes in 
Drama Therapeutic Reflective Practice which is the 
art of using drama processes to interrogate or to 
create dialogue about any professional practice. 

As a Performing Arts Development Practitioner 
his processes include Soft Skills Training for artists. 
Themba has worked as a Fieldworker for the 
Market Theatre Laboratory for more than ten 
years. From June 2017 to date he has also been 
an associate lecturer at Drama For Life, a unit at 
the University of the Witwatersrand that brings 
together the disciplines of Applied Drama and 
Theatre within the context of a critical reflexive 
praxis. 

The revamped Zwakala Festival will kick off with 
a series of development phases 
commencing this month. The full 
festival will take place during 3 –5 
October when eight productions will 
go through intensive workshops and 
four productions will be presented 
over five days.

The changes to the Zwakala Festival 
will allow for new mentees to interact 
with professional counterparts in 
an enabling environment that will 
nurture and systematically develop 
their productions.  The Zwakala 
Festival is made possible by the 
Department of Arts and Culture’s  
Incubation Programme which 
support a national strategy aimed 
at boosting the level of fresh young 
talent in the theatre industry and to 
bring about more local content on 

South African stages.

Applications for the 2018 Zwakala Festival are now 
open. Correspondence for booking showcase 
performances and further logistical enquiries 
about the Festival can be emailed to the Festival 
Coordinator, Sipho Mwale at 
siphom@markettheatre.co.za.

“The Zwakala 
Festival is known 
for unearthing 
and refining 
creative gems from 
the community 
theatre sector and 
for propelling these 
productions to 
platforms where 
they earn both 
recognition and 
acclaimed awards”

- Zama Buthelezi

mailto:siphom%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=Zwakala%20Application
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African Adaptation of The 
Little Prince Huge Success!

Kwasha! celebrates its success after performing The Little Prince at the National 
Arts Festival and the inaugural Pan Afriacn Creative Exchange

- Clara Vaughan
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An African inspired adaptation of 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic 
fable, The Little Prince, performed 
by the Market Theatre Foundation’s 

brand-new theatre company, Kwasha! at the 
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and the 
inaugural Pan African Creative Exchange in 
Bloemfontein a fortnight ago was received with 
huge acclaim.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world 
famous and timeless classic book 
is celebrating its 75th anniversary 
this year – and is still as vivid as 
ever! The book is brought to life in 
an exciting production created with 
the additional support of Mazars 
reinforces a fruitful collaboration 
between the French Institute of 
South Africa (IFAS) and the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

Originally written in French, The Little 
Prince is the world’s most translated 
book, outside of religious works. It is 
translated in 300 languages including 
English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Xhosa. 

It tells the story of a little boy who 
leaves the safety of his own tiny planet 
to travel the universe, learning the 
vagaries of adult behaviour through 
a series of extraordinary encounters. 
Known as a children’s tale, it is also 
considered as a metaphor of a grown-up meeting 
his inner child. It is a philosophical contemplation 
of loneliness, friendship, adulthood and authority. 

The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! is a 
magical re-telling of the book using an innovative 
and playful fusion of art forms - storytelling, music 
and circus - in multiple languages, creating a 

unique South African inspired production of this 
French masterpiece, for adults and children alike.

The Kwasha! theatre company is a collaborative 
project between the Market Theatre Laboratory 
and The Windybrow Arts Centre. The project aims 
to support the careers of recent graduates and to 
provide drama classes for youth at the Windybrow 

Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s 
most exciting emergent theatre-
makers have been identified as the 
inaugural members of the company, 
and now work together to create a 
programme of exciting new theatre 
pieces.

The Little Prince is one of the 
first substantial projects of the 
Market Theatre Foundation’s 
theatre company, Kwasha! It is a 
continuation of the partnership 
which was consolidated in an MOU 
in 2016 between the Market Theatre 
Foundation and the French Institute 
of South Africa (IFAS).

THE LITTLE PRINCE 
National Tour 

23 – 24 October   
Etienne Rousseau Theatre
Sasolburg 

1 – 3 November
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
Durban 

8 – 25 November    
Market Theatre
Johannesburg

The Little Prince 
performed by 
Kwasha! is a 
magical re-telling 
of the book using 
an innovative and 
playful fusion of art 
forms - storytelling, 
music and circus 
- in multiple 
languages, creating 
a unique South 
African inspired 
production of this 
French masterpiece, 
for adults and 
children alike.
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the weekly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists, patrons 
and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This week we 

focus on actress, director and voice coach Fiona Ramsey. 
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 

memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 
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“At an early visit to the Market 
Theatre while at school, I saw 
the overwhelming production 
of MARAT SADE - an intense, 

theatrical and exciting experience that inspired 
me to study drama. The Market Theatre was my 
first ‘theatrical home’ soon after graduating from 
UCT with being directed by Barney Simon. He 
had a profound influence on my journey through 
the arts. His unique way of working, his focus on 
observation and specifics, his sense of humour 
and his interest and care for the actor, the work 
and the process shifted my ideas of theatre and 
the significant role it can play in society, and 
resulted in my being part of the cast that created 
BORN IN THE RSA with him. 

The Market Theatre is a home for socio-
politically charged, thought provoking theatre, 
where ‘taking a chance’, challenging frontiers and 
experimentation was encouraged. This generated 
a heady mix of creativity and inventiveness and 
produced many extraordinary initiatives. One 
was the Market Theatre Laboratory an incubation 
programme for young artists. I was part of teaching 
team and now act, coach or lecture alongside 
graduates of the programme - which is hugely 
rewarding to see. 

It was at the Market Theatre where I met artists 
with a similar vision and commitment to their craft 
and some of my finest and most detailed work has 
been on the Market Theatre stages. It seems the 
air seems still holds whispers of Barney’s curious 
and enquiring mind and of course his smiles and 
laughter.

My association with the Market Theatre spans 
nearly 4 decades during which time I have forged 
friendships that have endured and created work 
together – such as with Vanessa Cooke and 
Robert Whitehead. Highlights include directing 
this formidable duo in Christopher Durang’s 
LAUGHING WILD and being part of The Young 
Writers Festivals directing THE PEN and THE 
NECKLACE, and the musical tribute GUGA 
MZIMBA: A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 
GERARD SEKOTO.

Some vivid memories are: Playing the role of 
Johannesburg as a lady of the night dripping in 
gold in the opening production of the Warehouse - 
BLACK & WHITE FOLLIES; playing DECADENCE 
in all three theatres in the complex in one season; 
playing a gamut of Shakespearean heroines 
with John Kani in LADIES & GENTLEMEN 
SHAKESPEARE!: writing and performing cabaret 
on the life of pop icon Marianne Faithful in 
TELGRAMS FROM HELL, on the smoking ban 
in FAG ENDS and on urban paranoia STRUTS & 
FRETS; most recently co- wrote and devised IF 
WE DIG inspired by the life of Luli Callinicos.

Of course, I have witnessed and shared so 
much wonderful theatre on the other side ofthe 
footlights. It seems one often leaves home to 
explore uncharted horizons but invariably return 
to the familiar. The Market Theatre is the home 
where dreams are made and anything seems 
possible – long may the dream continue.”
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
: AUGUST

Up Close and personal with Thabiso Rudy Motseasea
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Q: What drives you to wake up in the 
morning and come to work? 

A:  1) The students, they give me life!   

 2) Working with Clara (Aunti), Thandeka 
(sis T) & Sibussio (Bra Sibuda) is never a dull 
day. 

 3) Learning and growing. Being young 
its important to have drive and doing more 
then just the job description because growth is 
not comfort.

Q:   What does your job entail? 

A:  Intern: learning and growing in arts 
Admin with the assistance of Thandeka Nheke. 
I help run the Market Theatre Laboratory’s 
social media pages, capture student informed 
and help with the day to day operations of the 
school. I am also learning about producing 
from Clara Vaughn. I am an assistant producer 
for The Little Prince.  My role entails working 
on the “behind the scenes” of putting 
together a production.

Q:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

A:  Traveling, I would love to see art 
around the world. Art is universal, and a good 
theatre maker strives to know more rather then 
create too much for nobody. 

I’ve also recently founded Sketch 

Productions with Boipelo Mahabane & Chris 
Djuma (1st year students). I don’t know where 
in 5 years where the company will be but I 
hope we will be around to make a difference 
and contribute to the growth off all types of art 
and artists.

Maybe, I may even become the Minister 
of Arts Culture – We live in South African, no 
dream is too small. Let the art be represented 
by artistic politicians

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in 
the Arts and Culture industry, what would it 
be?

A:  R.E.S.P.E.C.T! The Arts & Culture is not 
seen as its suppose to be. The same why it 
makes some one’s parent feel proud when 
their child has passed math and science with 
distinction must be the same feelings when 
its arts and culture and not the feeling of 
“obvious, its arts and culture”. Arts is a lifestyle 
and Culture is a movement and take away that, 
what is life? Society is so focused on teaching 
information and ignoring the development of 
creativity. 

Q:  What do you do when you’re not at 
work?

A: Watching cartoons with my baby 
brother or watching a play at the Market 
Theatre, Pop Art or Sibikwa.
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Market Theatre Tours   
This week we have a look back at pictures of the past tours hosted by the 

Market Theatre Foundation’s Busi Letwaba  
- Busi Letwaba

Busi Letwaba tailors 
each tours to take into 
the special needs and 

experiences of her visitors
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Market Theatre Technical 
Hiring Service Now Open  

The Market Theatre opens Costume, Prop and Staging Workshop for a huge 
selection of exclusive and imported costumes at affordable rates

- Hailey Kingston
- Photos by: Mpho Kwezi

Discover a wide range of costumes 
with more than 5000 costumes, from 
Shakespearean, period dresses, 
tailored suits, Russian Uniforms, 

SAPS vests to every day wear as the Market 
Theatre Foundation launches a new hiring service 
offering a wide range of costumes, furniture 
props, staging equipment and workshop space 
for set building.

“Most of the props and costumes stored in 
our facilities are from previously Market Theatre 
productions. The services are available to anyone 
wishing to hire. We offer our services for TV, film 
and theatre productions, schools and colleges and 
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”, 
said Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s production unit. 

The sevice intends to provides a cost effective 
and efficient costuming solution for schools 
and other drama organisations. Costume hire 
includes not only individual packaging, detailed 
inventories, personal attention and laundry is 
included in the package.

“We offer on-site fitting facilities or customers 
can arrange to take costumes away to fit.

Our rates are competitive, offering educational 
discounts and sliding scale rate for longer hires. 
Costumes may be reserved for up to four weeks, 
however we ask for confirmation one week prior 
to collection”, says Hailey.

The prop and furniture store has a wide range 
of goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period 
phones, goblets, books, plates, tins and the list
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continues.  The Market Theatre,  has also, recently 
purchased new dance mats in black or grey, which 
are also available for hire.

Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000 
units with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900), 
suitable for indoor use. 

“We are able to offer crew and transport at an 
additional costs.  We welcome you to book an 
appointment and explore the Market Theatre 
stores”, says Hailey.

The Market Theatre has a fully-equipped 
workshop for set and prop making. 

“We would like to offer our space to schools, 
theatre and film students, theatre practitioners, 
prop makers and set builders for set building and 
prop making. Our 10m x 6m space is ideal to 
paint scenic backdrops for school performances.  
If crew are required to assist with the build, we 
can include this as an additional service in the 
quotation”, says Hailey

“We offer a friendly and efficient service to 
a variety of customers including schools and 
universities, theatre companies – both professional 
and amateur, film, television and video companies, 
marketing and publishing companies and event 
organisers. Our hire fees are very competitive, 
offering educational discounts and a sliding scale 
for longer hires”, she adds.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service 
is situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and 
Lillian Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing, 
bookings and enquiries can be made by  calling 
Hailey Kingston at the Market Theatre on 

011 832 1641 or by emailing her at 
haileyk@markettheatre.co.za.
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950

SHOW AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Florence 03 - 26

Fool For Love 17 09

Black Knight 24 - 25 

Showtime 27 01

Monsieur Ibrahim en die 
Blomme van die Koran 14 01

Trade Fair 16 - 23

Soul Brothers 21 - 23

You Fool How Can the Sky Fall 28 28



FLORENCE
Myer Taub’s brand new one-person play, 

Florence, is about Johannesburg, about 
Whiteness, about imagined histories, and about 
fences that keep us in and keep us out. The 
world-of-the-play moves across over 100 years 
of Johannesburg’s history revealing a city that 
captures a struggle for recognition, renewal, 
unrequited love, hope, and prosperity.

Florence, directed by Greg Homann, playfully 
experiments with time, place, language, and 
form in order to explore our contemporary 
moment. Leila Henriques returns to the Market 
Theatre to play the disgruntled Florence. This 
dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henqriques 
have been brought together by the Artistic 
Director of The Market Theatre, James Ngcobo 
who has teamed them up with Johannesburg 

based-sculptor, Richard Forbes, who will design 
the production, and acclaimed lighting designer, 
Nomvulo Molepo. Together they will stage the 
world-premiere of this exciting and provocative 
new South African play. 

 

Dates
 Friday 03 August – 
 Sunday 26 August 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon 
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FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright 

and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and 
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a 
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are 
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert 
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old 
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince 
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a 
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted 
to buy and where he has always imagined living 
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says 
that she has absolutely no interest in living with 
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a 
job and started a new life and knows that if she 
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat 

the same destructive cycle it has followed before. 
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman. 

Dates
 Friday 17 August – 
 Sunday 9 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim 
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BLACK KNIGHT
PRESENTED BY BLACK KNIGHT PRODUCTIONS

Siyabonga “Sya Bee” Radebe is a two time 
“Best Actor of the Year” South African Film & 
Television Awards coupled with his rising comedy 
stardom - Siyabonga Radebe who is originally 
from KZN takes his much anticipated one man 
stand up comedy show – BLACK KNIGHT

 
It will be hosted at the John Kani Market 

Theatre in Johannesburg on 24 & 25 August 
2018 and is bound to allow audiences to see 
Siya Bee like they have never seen him before. 

 
BLACK KNIGHT is a true South African 

story about trials, tribulations and survival in a 
very difficult and competitive entertainment 
industry. The challenges that come with being 
in the public eye, the challenges of having your 
personal life in the public eye all the time. He 
gives us honest incite into his world, becoming 
father, dealing with the media and the many 
lessons he has come to learn since the days of 
being a young township boy from Kwazulu Natal 
and his journey to the bright lights of stardom 
in the city of gold – Jozi, in search for fame & 
fortune. His first instalment of the show at the 
Protea Hotel Fire and Ice in Johannesburg last 
month was a resounding success and earned 
Siya Bee rave reviews.

 
It’s a quintessential South African coming 

of age story told by one of the fastest rising 
stars of comedy in this country. It will be 

entertaining comedy show that will cover 
everything from family dynamics, culture, race 
issues, relationships, peer pressure, violence, 
discrimination, tradition and religion in a comedic 
story about the quest to achieve the South 
African dream.

 
With a great motivational undertone to it, this 

show will not only seek toentertain but it will also 
look to inspire the audience, evoke laughter and 
tears….BLACK KNIGHT. 

 
Siyabonga Brian Radebe aka “Siya B” is a 

prolific performer widely recognized for his 
acting achievements, both in the world of 
television as well as the movies, brings you the 
no holding back straight talk version of himself 
in this powerful one man comedy act BLACK 
KNIGHT.

 

Dates
 Thursday 24 August – 
 Friday 25 August 2018 

Time
 Friday - 20:00
 Saturday - 20:00

Venue 
 The John Kani 
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SORT-OF-KIND-OF-LIKE-
ACADEMIC-ISH

If you do not know me, you can google me. 
How vain does that sound? Good! I am glad 
that you agree with my sentiment.If you do 
humour me, and actually googl-isha my person, 
you will find that I am scantily covered by Black 
Media. Black writers and/or journalists at times 
bayathetha ngam’, ewe, kodwa, they do so on 
White Media platforms. No! This is not a call to 
arms against the engine that is White Monopoly 
Capital, in the quest of Black Media Platforms 
coming to the fore. A noble call indeed, kodwa 
ke, lanes bahlali, lena is not my battle to fight. 
My bone of contention is Whiteness’s coverage 
of me being more dominant in my story’s telling, 
about my story telling. 

I have conceived of a platform where I, the 
Independent Black Creative, and others like 
myself, can speak about what we do, and how 
we do it – on our terms. To discuss both product 
and process. To demystify my/our occupation 
in the effort to allow less baseless assumptions, 
that make part of speculation and rumour mills 
to arise. It is a space where we can unpack our 

journeys, reflect on our experiences, project 
our trajectories, and be challenged, engaged, 
and asked questions about various aspects of 
our undertakings. Also, many creative makers 
are not well versed in speaking about their work 
and its inner workings, so, because this platform 
is curated, it is designed to prioritize the voice 
of the creator, who is often the subject of other 
people’s musings. Nize ke. Nizondimamela. 
Ndiyahlekisa. Ndiyanyumbaza. Kwaye, ndilalo 
lona oluthile ulwazi. If you needed google-
translate for this, you are also my target market!

 

Dates
 Saturday 11 August -  
 Sunday 12 August 2018 

Time
 Saturday -  20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 Gramadoelas 
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MONSIEUR IBRAHIM EN DIE 
BLOMME VAN DIE KORAN 

David Minnaar plays all the characters 
exceptionally – Momo, Ibrahim, women of the 
street, his mother and father. By slightly turning 
his hand, raising or intensifying his tone of voice, 
these people stand before your mind’s eye. 
The Jewish Quarter in Paris, 1960. Momo is a 
troubled Jewish boy finds an unlikely friend in a 
Muslin shop owner, Monsieur Ebrahim. 

Momo’s hilarious but heart-breaking; story 
begins when he loses his virginity in a brothel 
at the age of 11. Ibrahim provides refuge for 
Momo, gives advice and gradually teaches the 
precocious child, that there is more to life than 
prostitution and stealing groceries.

When Momo’s father – a passive, aggressive 
lawyer who neglects his son – disappears and 

is found dead, Ibrahim adopts Momo. The two 
decide to embark on a tour through Europe to 
Monsieur Ibrahim’s place of birth, which brings 
them to the most important crossroad in their 
lives. As this comical and excellent story unfolds, 
it shows how the most important lessons about 
life and death are learnt when we least expect it.

 

Dates
 Friday 14 September 
 Sunday 01 October 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon

YOU FOOL HOW CAN THE SKY 
FALL 

Zakes Mda’s You Fool How Can the Sky Fall 
was first staged a year after the first democratic 
elections in South Africa, this play deals head-
on with the political challenges that face a 
new democracy. It takes a look at corruption in 
government, pretentious, self-important cabinet 
ministers and a democracy that degenerates 
into dictatorship in a fictitious African country. 
Described as “a cutting political satire on the 
antics of a post-revolutionary government that is 
intentionally close to home … full of sly reference 
to the new elite and their round table manners.” 
(Sunday Times, 5 February 1995)

Starring Ntathi Moshesh, Zola Nombona, 
Linda Sokhulu and Zenzo Ngqobe

 

Dates
 Friday 21 September 
 Sunday 28 October 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Mannie Manim
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Last Week in Pictures 
The Soul Brothers shooting of the video

- Photographer: -
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Last Week in Pictures 
Love lives at the Market Theatre

- Photographer: -
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Last Week in Pictures 
We bid Farewell to Bonnie Sibande after 25 years of incredible service

- Photographer: Ryan Lloyd
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Last Week in Pictures 
Lindiwe Chibi Boardroom Honoured in Boardroom naming

- Photographer: Michael Phasha 
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Last Week in Pictures 
The Sophie Mgcina Best Emerging Voice Announced

- Photographer: Michael Phasha



06 August - 19 August 2018    57



58    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 28


