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Editor’s Note
A New Spring Dawns

A

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)

s autumn comes to an end and
Spring is about to dawn on us
the Market Theatre Foundation’s
Zwakala Festival is all set for a vibrant
rejuvenation. Now in its 26th year, the annual
festival gets a revamp in its format which also
includes the appointment of a resident festival
director. We are proud to announce that Themba
Mkhoma is the inaugural resident festival director.
At the Windybrow Arts Centre we launch a
traveling installation, THARI, which engages
women from different walks of life to weave
cloths that represent their dreams and wishes for
Africa. These dreams which come at the close
of the national Women’s Month celebrations
will continue to inspire the Market Theatre
Foundation.
The Market Photo Workshop Alumnus Award
shines the spotlight on its alumni who are giving

a new impetus to the photographic sector. The
winner of the Market Photo Workshop Alumni
Award will be commissioned to create a new
body of work or to further develop and present a
selection of their work.
The month of August ends with the Jozi Book
Fair taking place in the Market Theatre precinct.
With an exciting programme the Jozi Book Fair
will plant new seeds for nurturing a culture of
reading. It is from these seeds of reading that are
being planted at the Market Theatre precinct that
a forest of interests in books will grow.
We embrace that Spring is a season for
rejuvenation, rebirth and re-dedication. We invite
you to join us in celebrating a new Spring; and
coupled with the excellence and diversity which
makes the Market Theatre so unique and so very
special.
06 August - 19 August 2018
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World Mourns Kofi Annan.
Market Theatre Holds
Memories
The late Kofi Annan at a Market Theatre production
- Ismail Mahomed

T

his week the world will mourn the
passing of former UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan. A statement
issued by the United Nations reads:

The former UN Secretary-General died at the age
of 80 after a short illness. He was the first black
African to become UN Secretary-General, a role
he held between 1997 and 2006.

“Kofi Annan was a guiding force for good. In
many ways, Kofi Annan was the United Nations.
He rose through the ranks to lead the organization
into the new millennium with matchless dignity
and determination.”

During an international tour of the Market Theatre
Foundation production, The Suitcase, in the UK
last year Kofi Annan was a special guest at a gala
performance at the Hulltruck Theatre. The Suitcase
was directed by the Market Theatre Foundation’s
artistic director, James Ngcobo.
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Symposium

I C O N I C P R O D U C T I O N S I N A S S O C I AT I O N W I T H
T H E M A R K E T T H E AT R E F O U N DAT I O N I N V I T E S YO U T O

THE SCREENING OF

Can Themba
The Teacher in the Newsroom

PRODUCED BY SIPHIWO MAHALA

F E AT U R I N G L I V E P E R F O R M A N C E S B Y :

Sello Maake kaNcube

Kabomo

Sipho Hotstix Mabuse

1 3 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 1 8 | 1 8 h 0 0 | M A R K E T T H E AT R E , J H B
RSVP: portiam@markettheatre.co.za
For more information visit www.markettheatre.co.za or www.iconicproductions.co.za
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Winston Ntshona
Remembered
Looking back at Winston Ntshona’s legacy

C

elebrated South African actor, Dr John
Kani, will pay homage to fallen South
African legend Winston Ntshona in a
special event at the Market Theatre
on Thursday 23 August.
Kani and Ntshona shot to fame in the iconic
production, The Island, which they wrote and
created with Athol Fugard. The play, inspired by
a true story, focuses on two cellmates, one whose
successful appeal means that his release draws
near and one who must remain in prison for many
years to come. The Island bears testimony to the
resiliency of the human heart.

8
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- Ismail Mahomed

The play was first performed in Cape Town, at the
Space Theatre in July 1973 followed by a season at
the Royal Court Theatre in London. The Broadway
production was presented in repertory with Sizwe
Banzi is Dead in November 1974 where it ran for
52 performances.
In an unusual move in the New York, Kani and
Ntshona were named co- Tony Award nominees
and co-winners of the prestigious Tony Awards for
for Best Actor in a Play for both The Island and
Sizwe Banzi Is Dead.
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Farewell to Council Members
Spector & Matabane
The Market Theatre Foundation thanks Spector and Matabane for their years of
service to the Market Theatre Foundation’s council
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Ismail Mahomed
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L

ong-serving Council members, Mr
Brooks Spector and Dr Sebiletso
Makone-Matabane have resigned
from the Council of the Market Theatre
Foundation. Spector served on the Council of
the Market Theatre Foundation for 14 years.
Matabane-Mokone served on the Council for 14
years. During their tenure on the Council both
members also served as Acting
CEO’s when the vacancy had arisen. “The
Spector resigned from the Council
after more than a decade in its
service. He took this step in accord
with growing concerns over his
health, including two chronic but
debilitating conditions, that are
limiting his activities. He remains an
enthusiastic supporter of the Market
Theatre Foundation, its goals,
projects, activities, and people, and
he looks forward with optimism to its
future successes.

“It was an honor and privilege to serve my
country in the capacity of a member of the
Council. I know the Market Theatre Foundation
will continue to make significant contributions to
the South African cultural space and continue to
train more and more young people in the visual,
performance and arts administration space”,
said Dr Mokone-Matabane.

Market
TheatreFoundation
expresses
its
gratitude to both
members for their
long service to
the Council of the
Market Theatre
F o u n d -aIsmail
t i Mahomed
o n .”

Matabane-Molone
retired
due
family
responsibilities that have increased exponentially
since late last year. She really felt bad about
missing several Council meetings and not being
able to give the time needed as a member of
Council.

“The Market Theatre Foundation
expresses its gratitude to both
members for their long service to
the Council of the Market Theatre
Foundation. A significant part of
their legacy during their tenure
on the Council is the vision and
energy that has consolidated both
the Market Theatre Laboratory and
the Market Photo Workshop into a
single campus that has given a new
vibrancy to Newtown”, said Ismail
Mahomed, CEO of the Market
Theatre Foundation.

Members to the Council of the Market Theatre
Foundation are appointed by the Minister of
Arts & Culture in accordance with the Cultural
Institutions Act No 119 of 1998.
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Market CEO Keynote
Address at Arts Bursary
Programme

Ismail Mahomed speaks at the launch of the Anthony Farmer Trust
- Ismail Mahomed
images: Top: 24 Hours in the City poster | Bottom: Hani: The Legacy
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M

arket Theatre Foundation CEO,
Ismail Mahomed, was the
keynote speaker at the launch
of a new bursary scheme for
students wanting to study the performing arts.
The Oakfelds College/ Anthony Farmer Trust was
launched at the Joburg Theatre on Sunday 19
August.
“On behalf of the Market Theatre
Foundation’s I extend our heartiest
congratulations to the Oakfield
College on the launch of the
Oakfields College / Anthony Farmer
Trust to offer bursaries to deserving
students who are passionate in
their pursuit for professionalism and
excellence”, said Ismail Mahomed.

“South Africa is an innovator and a champion
at musical theatre productions. From the 1950’s
musical, King Kong, that launched the international
careers of some of the most esteemed Black
artists in South Africa to the more recent District
Six, African Footprint, Sarafina and the Market
Theatre Laboratory’s production, Hani, have also
been at the heartbeat of celebrating our unique
spirit of ubuntu, togetherness and triumph”, he
added.

“South Africa is
an innovator and
a champion at
musical
theatre
productions.
”
- Ismail Mahomed

The launch of the Trust could not
have come at a better time because the gravitas
of musical theatre and its contribution to the
economy is increasingly being measured around
the globe. Musicals with its large casts, bigger than
usual spend on décor, costumes and sets, longer
runs and coupled with larger sized audiences
must make a significant impact on the theatre
economy.

The Oakfields College / Anthony
Farmer Trust bursary launch
coincided with the production of the
College’s season of THE CHORUS
LINE. In this famed musical young
performers audition for a part in the
chorus line of a Broadway show.

On Saturday 18 August, Mahomed
also took part in the Pop Art Theatre’s 24 Hours
in the City project at Market Square. Mahomed
joined seven a team of professionals and students
from the Market Theatre Laboratory to fully
produce a play in 24 hours. The proceeds from
the 24 Hours in the City project also goes towards
funding bursaries for students at the Market
Theatre Laboratory.
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Women and Working
People Take Centrestage in
Newtown
This year’s Jozi Book Fair to focus on the role of women in literature

T

he work of women authors and
artists and the role that women play
in society will take centrestage at the
2018 Jozi Book Fair that will take place
in the Newtown precinct next month. The Market
Square will be a hub for the vibrant activities.
“The Book Fair will explore how women characters
are portrayed in literature and the arts, to develop
a more comprehensive understanding of the
position of women in South Africa and beyond”,
says Maria van Driel, the Director of the Fair.
The 2018 Jozi Book Fair’s theme Literature and
Working People strategically tries to mobilise,
build and strengthen a movement of readers.
“The aim is to mobilise women wherever they
are – the girl child in school, in tertiary institutions,

14
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- Zama Buthelezi

working and/or unemployed – to explore the
position of women in communities and look at
their literature historically and now”, says Maria
van Driel.
The Jozi Book Fair takes place from Thursday 30
August to Sunday 2 September from 09h00 and
close at 17h00 daily. The Fair presents roundtable
discussions, seminars, workshops, theatre, film,
poetry, jazz art exhibitions and a special children’s
programme. Publishers will be on hand with
exhibitions and book sales. The first two days
is a dedicated Schools Programme featuring
conversations where school youth can engage
the authors whose books they have read.
A full programme for the JoziBook Fair is available
n their website https://jozibookfair.org.za/

06 August - 19 August 2018
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Jozi Book Fair Festival is
Here
The 10th Annual Jozi Book Fair to kick off on 30 August

- Supplied by Jozi Book Fair

The Jozi Book Fair is celebrating its 10th annual
festival this year, making it one of the longest
running book festivals in South Africa, and the
longest running book festival outside the Western
Cape. In partnership with the City of Johannesburg
the Festival will run from 30 August – 2 September
2018, at Mary Fitzgerald Square, Newtown.
This festival is a celebration of year-long
educational programmes, designed to create
readers and writers of the working class. Our
programmes are directed towards youth, schools,
children and working people. Basically, this is a
festival for everyone. This is the only fair where the
public hosts events, entrance is free of charge and
books are sold at discounted prices. The Festival
will have specifically designed entertainment by
children and youth for children and youth.
See Full programme on website:
https://www.jozibookfair.org.za/
The JBF will be opened with the Photography
Exhibition, The Cordoned Heart, by Omar

16
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Badsha, on 30 August, at Museum Africa. First
commissioned for the Carnegie Commission on
Poverty (1984), this exhibition captures the theme
of the JBF, Literature and Working People, and
the current context of working people in South
Africa.
This year’s theme ‘Literature and Working
People’ highlights the literature of the working
class, often ignored and disregarded, negating
its impact and influence. While the stories that
have a lasting literary influence in South Africa
(and internationally) are about the working class,
ironically, this literature is often not read nor
shared by the working class. With this theme, the
JBF strives to bridge this gap by making literature
accessible to people; and providing a programme
to introduce and explore the theme.
Bheki Peterson (Wits) provide an overview of
Worker Art and Worker Culture in SA and the
thematic thread runs through a number of
activities at the Festival.

06 August - 19 August 2018
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Revolutionary in
Conversation at
Market Square

Activist Stephanie Kemp to be in conversation at the launch of her biography at
the Market Square

R

evolutionary activist, Stephanie Kemp,
will be in conversation at the Market
Square when her biography authored
by historian Omar Badsha is launched
on Wednesday 29 August 2018.
Stephanie Kemp’s upbringing was dominated by
Afrikaans traditions. Her father who was deeply
committed to Afrikaner nationalism arsing from
the family’s experiences in the South African War,
worked as a principal of the Swartland Laerskool.
Her cousins were members of the Afrikaner
Broederbond. Her mother came from a Methodist
missionary tradition.
Political turmoil in the country, particularly the
Sharpville Massacres, compelled Kemp to search
for a political identity. She joined the Defence
Aid Fund and was subsequently recruited into

18
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- Source : South African History Online

the South African Communist Party (SACP).
Through her interaction with SACP members
and its ideology she became radicalised. Most
importantly, through the experience of Cape
Town she became resistant to Afrikaans and
subsequently refused to speak it anymore.
Kemp participated in a torch demonstration
against this Sabbotage Act at Hiddhigh Hall in
Cape Town. Kemp was arrested and charged with
sabotage. While in detention, she was beaten and
tortured until she lost consciousness, in fact she
became the first white woman to be assaulted
during detention. She was released in December
1965 after spending more than a year and half in
prison. The following year (1966) she went into
exile where she continued her fight against the
Apartheid regime.

06 August - 19 August 2018
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The Art of pARTnership
Each week in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible
pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose
brand affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable
leader in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week the ART of Partnership focuses
on Coloured Cube where residency at the Windybrow Arts Centre resulted in
establishment of the Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Rooms for children and
adults at the Windybrow Arts Centre.
20
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I

n June 2017, the Coloured Cube was
appointed together with Sticky Situation to
re-activate the dormant arts centre which
has been given a second lease on life by
the Market Theatre Foundation. Today, the Centre
is a hub of activity with more than 120 children
visiting it each day for a range of programmes in
drama, music, dance and visual art.

with a diverse group of artists in the inner-city of
Johannesburg. Our creative paths are bound to
intersect with them again in different ways.

The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room
for children and the Pan-African Reading Lounge
for adults is one of several initiatives that were
led by Mariapaola McGurk, the director of the
Coloured Cube.

‘What an honor it has been to work alongside
Market Theatre Foundation and Sticky Situations!
We wish Nomalanga and Sticky Situations energy,
continued passion and vision as they navigate
their way through phase two of the residency.
Thank you to the public who have been incredibly
supportive both within Hillbrow and the arts
community at large, we now stand alongside you
in support of the work that will continue at the
centre.’ Mariapaola McGurk

The residency anchored itself in building
partnerships that are long term, visionary and
which can strengthen African narratives. It’s the
end of a 3-month residency but it’s not the end
of our relationship with the Coloured Cube. They
are a vibrant and dynamic company who work

During the residency, the Coloured Cube has
worked closely with the management of the Market
Theatre Foundation to develop a framework that
will allow the newly-appointed Administrator at
the Windybrow Arts Centre, Nomalanga Nkosi,
to slip into her role.
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Cloth Will Echo Women’s
Dreams

The Windybrow Arts Centre to launch THARI, in celebration of women’s month
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

C

loth has carried the identities of
different people in Africa, from the
Mali mud cloth, Senegalese Indigo,
camroonian Kuba cloth, Nigerian
Lace, Ghanian Ashanti, Congolese Batik, Malawian
Chitenge, to South Africa’s Tsonga Shibelane and
motsheka, to the Pedi Yele, the Xhosa isimbatho
to THARI. Each cloth carrying messages woven in
by the women of the cultural tribes, each serving
a purpose when clad.
When things get tough, African women take
a cloth, wrap it around their waist, pull up their
sleeves and get to work. From cape to Cairo, this
is a recognised culture all across the continent.

22
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THARI is a Setswana word which refers to a tanned
goat skin used by women to carry their children
on their backs. The skin/cloth is quite durable and
can be used for all the children of one mother. It
is often used as a proverb to refer to a sibling –
Ngwana wa Thari – a child of the same cloth.
On 25 August 2018, the Windybrow Arts Centre
will launch its traveling installation, THARI, with the
Head of the Centre, Keitu Gwangwa, facilitating a
process with women from different works of life
weaving cloths that represent their dreams and
wishes for Africa.
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Can Themba Documentary
to Premiere at the Market
Theatre
The Teacher in the Newsroom to launch at the Can Themba Symposium

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

T

he Market Theatre Foundation in
association with Iconic Productions
invites members of the media to
attend the Can Themba Symposium
to be held at the Market Theatre on Thursday, 13
September. The symposium, which pays tribute
to the legendary writer and journalist, will include
panel discussions where artists, academics,
journalists and legends in the arts, culture and
heritage sector will reflect on the legacy of Can
Themba.

through short stories, journalistic articles and
theatre. Most notably, his short story, The Suit
remains one of the most popular pieces of short
fiction in the history of South Africa. The Suit as
well as The House of Truth, Themba’s bioplay
penned by Mahala and performed by legendary
thespian Sello Maake kaNcube, were staged at
the Market Theatre to sold-out shows and rave
reviews in 2017. The Teacher in the Newsroom is
the first documentary of Can Themba, who died
in Manzini, Swaziland, on 8 September 1967.

The symposium will culminate with the premiere
of Can Themba: The Teacher in the Newsroom,
a documentary that is a concomitant product of
Siphiwo Mahala’s academic research, for which he
obtained a doctoral degree. The documentary
features prominent cultural icons, academics and
political activists like poet Don Mattera, legendary
journalist Juby Mayet, academic and chair of
Nelson Mandela Foundation, Njabulo Ndebele,
as well as the late Nadine Gordimer, Keorapetse
Kgositsile and Ahmed Kathrada, among others.

In The Teacher in the Newsroom, Can Themba’s
life, writing, teaching, personal joys and political
battles are relived through the voices of his former
students, mentees, colleagues as well as public
intellectuals. This dynamic and pithy documentary
weaves together elements of Themba’s life
and career with deft wit and poise, recreating
the sparkle and pathos of Sophiatown and the
Drum era. This makes for an edifying and highly
entertaining piece of history as told by prominent
local voices.

While Themba passed away more than 50 years
ago, his life has continuously been celebrated
06 August - 19 August 2018
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Archiving the Market
Theatre

In the fortnightly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists,
patrons and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This
week Jannie du Toit, a musician, singer, playwright, performer and owner of
the Agterplaas B & B shares his memory of a long working relationship with
the Market Theatre. Several artists who are on tour at the Market Theatre are
accommodated at the Agterplaas B & B.
Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400
words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za
24
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“I

am going to start with my first and
fondest memories of the theatre: an
evening in April 1979 when I was
one of a group of Afrikaans singer/
songwriters who were invited to participate in a
soiree titled Musiek en Liriek in the Laager at the
Market. An assortment of genres ranging from
avant garde art song to contemporary folk was on
offer in an evening which heralded the awakening
of a significant “movement” in Afrikaans music.
The title of that evening was chosen by Rosa
Keet and Stephan Bouwer, who presented the
programme thanks to acquaintances with Mannie
Manim and the theatre from its earliest days. Rosa
and Stephan were champions of a genre of text
driven songs which is referred to as “kleinkunst”
in Germany and the Netherlands. This genre
focuses on songs with artistic coherence between
meaningful text and music and could apply inter
alia to literary cabaret, songs in musicals and
contemporary folk. The “movement” commonly
known as the Musiek en Liriek movement
produced names such as Koos du Plessis,
Laurika Rauch, Anton Goosen and Coenie de

Villiers, and my solo career was undoubtedly also
launched on that evening. In pre-Market days
(early seventies) I was part of Trilogie, an Afrikaans
folk group that performed at David Marks’ folk
club in Braamfontein: “Mangles”. “Musiek en
Liriek” was a forerunner to the “Alternative” or
“Voëlvry”-movement of the late eighties, helping
a generation of Afrikaans singer/songwriters to
find a voice.
The aim that I have always had with the guest
house is to create a further source of income
after having decided decades ago not to go the
“commercial” route in my music career. When
Agterplaas Guest House opened (as a B&B)
on April Fools’ Day 1999, our first guest was
renowned Afrikaans media personality and singer
songwriter – also a personal friend - Coenie
de Villiers. Thanks to being situated in Melville,
but also through my long standing personal
acquaintance with the needs of the artistic
community, there has always been a tendency to
favour artists and institutions serving the arts to
the best of our ability. “

06 August - 19 August 2018

25

The Agterplaas B & B

A Home Away from Home for Artists at the Market Theatre

T

he Agterplaas B & B is a piece
of countryside in the heart of
Johannesburg, overlooking the
historical Melville “Koppies”, a
hundred meters from 7de laan’s boutiques, book
stores, pubs and restaurants.
It is centrally situated - close to University of
Johannebsurg, Witwatersrand, Helen Josephand Milpark Hospitals, Mediapark and the SABC,
with a bus route close by. Their 14 rooms are all en
suite and equipped with heaters and fans. Free Wi
Fi, a bouquet of DSTV – channels, complimentary
cool drink, juice and water in the room bar fridge
as well as coffee/tea making facilities are available
in all rooms.
Their motto is old-Johannesburg hospitality,
tranquillity and affordable comfort. They are also
disabled-friendly. One unit and a kitchen facility
are geared specifically to accommodate guests in
wheelchairs. Tariffs for groups and for longer stays
are always negotiable, depending on availability.
Over the years the Market Theatre has enjoyed
a close relationship with the B & B because it is
always the perfect choice for artists. It provides
a space where artists can connect and also
understand the late nights of opening night.

26
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

“In the earliest days we were honoured to have
frequent Market Theatre guests the likes of Marc
Lottering and Ground Pepper as well as some
of Pieter-Dirk Uys’ fellow performers. They have
found a “home away from home” with us and
would often particularly request management to
place them with us. Of course the familiarity of
these people with our village on 7de Laan with its
artistic vibe has always played an important role
as well.
Later came music groups from South America
as well as Robert Brookes’ Miagi who had gala
evenings in the Market – the good relationship
continued. Over the past few years the following
names are found in our guest register: Antoinette
Kellerman, Mkhululi Mabija, Manual Mannien,
Zandile Mandliwa, Bernd Fauler, Jess Faulks, Giles
Thomas, Noma Dumezweni, Richard Howell, Mark
& Jennie Fleischman Reznek, Themba Madiba,
Darron Araujo and Graham Weir, Seneliso Dladla
and right now Langley Kirkwood – preparing for
the Sam Shepard-play due to open soon.
The Market Theatre Foundation is proud to be
associated with the Agterplaas B & B.
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26 Year Old Festival Gets a
Revamp
The 26th Annual Zwakala Festival takes on a new shape and vision

O

ver more than two decades the
Market
Theatre
Foundation’s
Zwakala Festival has through
a strategic community theatre
development programme discovered and
groomed young artists from under-developed and
under-resourced communities. The pioneering
Zwakala Festival created a template that has been
used by several other community festivals across
the country.
From the 2017 Zwakala Festival Isithunzi went on
to scoop the Best Production Award at the 2017
National Arts Incubator Trade Fair. Dikakapa
(2018) and Tau (2016) won the Standard Bank
Ovation Awards at the National Arts Festival
Makhanda (formerly Grahamstown).
Add captioned photographs of Isithunzi, Tau and
Dikapapa
The 26th annual Zwakala Festival taking place
this year has been revamped in an exciting new
format with a resident festival director, Themba
Makhoma, who will develop and strengthen the
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- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

scripts, intensify the fieldwork programme and
offer intensive guidance regarding the directing
and staging of the shortlisted productions.
“Community theatre festivals are a creative
barometer of the social, political and economic
tensions in South Africa. The productions reflect
and mirror what is happening in the South African
communities. It brings to the surface what young
people are grappling with in their communities
and in their daily lives”, says Zama Buthelezi, the
head of the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand &
Communications Department.
The Zwakala Festival is supported by the
Department of Arts & Culture’s Arts Incubator
Programme aimed at boosting the level of fresh
young talent in the theatre industry and to bring
about more local content on South African stages.
The 26th annual Zwakala Festival will take place
from (***Day) 3 to (***day) 5 October when eight
productions will go through intensive workshops
and four productions will be presented over five
days.

Meet the Artistic Director of
Zwakala Festival 2018
The Zwakala Festival gets a new Artistic Director

T

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu & Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

he Market Theatre Foundation
is delighted to announce the
appointment of Themba Mkhoma as
the inaugural Resident Director for the
2018 Zwakala Theatre Festival.

Mkhoma is also a writer, theatre and film director
who specializes in Drama Therapeutic Reflective
Practice which is the art of using drama processes
to interrogate or to create dialogue about any
professional practice.

“This is a challenging role but the Market Theatre
Foundation is confident that with his vast skills
and knowledge the Zwakala Festival will be
elevated to become a dynamic celebration of
the work by emerging theatre practitioners”,
says Zama Buthelezi, the head of the Market
Theatre Foundation’s Brand & Communications
Department.

As a Performing Arts Development Practitioner
his processes include Soft Skills Training for artists.
Themba has worked as a Fieldworker for the
Market Theatre Laboratory for more than ten years.
From June 2017 he has also been an associate
lecturer at Drama For Life, a unit at the University
of the Witwatersrand that brings together the
disciplines of Applied Drama and Theatre within
the context of a critical reflexive praxis.

Themba holds a Master’s Degree in Drama
Therapy, an Honors Degree in Applied Drama
and a Higher Diploma in Education, Training and
Development. He is the first black male in Africa
to train as a Drama Therapist.

06 August - 19 August 2018
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Hunt Begins for the Next
Generation of South Africa’s
Top Actors
2019 Market Theatre Laboratory applications now open!

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory, wellknown for launching the careers
of some of South Africa’s leading
performing arts professionals, is
looking for the next generation of talented actors,
theatre-makers, writers and directors to participate
in its renowned Theatre and Performance Training
Programme. Applications for this full-time course
are open from 1 August – 30 September 2018 for
study in 2019.
“If you are a gifted, determined individual who
dreams about a career in the performing arts,
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don’t miss this amazing opportunity!”, says Zama
Buthelezi, the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand
& Communications Manager.
Founded by Dr John Kani and Barney Simon
in 1988, the Market Theatre Laboratory is the
educational arm of the world famous Market
Theatre.
“The Market Theatre Laboratory’s
training
programmes produce confident, disciplined
performing arts professionals who are highly
skilled in several modes of performance. Deeply

embedded in the ethos of the school is its
commitment to providing opportunities for
talented youth from disadvantaged backgrounds
who would not otherwise be able to pursue
their passion for the arts or study further”, says
Clara Vaughan, the Head of the Market Theatre
Laboratory.
Exceptional performers and theatre-makers
including the 2017 Standard Bank Young Young
Artist, Monageng Motshabi, Naledi Award
winners Mahlatsi Mokgonyana and Billy Langa,
and SAFTA award winners Harriet Manamela,
Warren Masemola and Lindiwe Ndlovu are alumni
of the Market Theatre Laboratory.
In 2017, the Market Theatre Laboratory won the
Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award for Hani:
the Legacy. This year, Market Theatre Laboratory
students continued to build the school’s stellar
reputation by competing against students from
the top tertiary institutions in the country and by
scooping the Best Student Production Award at
the National Arts Festival with their production
Marose.
The Market Theatre Laboratory in partnership
with the Windybrow Arts Centre has also launched
the Kwasha! Theatre Company to assist alumni
from the Market Theatre Laboratory to develop
sustainable and rewarding careers. The Kwasha!
Theatre Company is on a national tour with their
production The Little Prince, which they presented
on the Main platform of the National Arts Festival.
The tour is sponsored by the French Institute of
South Africa and Mazars.

The Market Theatre Laboratory participates in
several international collaborations and exchanges
throughout the year, with a team of eight people
from the Market Theatre Laboratory traveling to
the U.K. in 2017 with Encountering the Other.
“Our students have worked with some of South
Africa’s most prestigious theatre-makers, artists
and exciting emerging directors from around the
world. The students have presented work at Pop
Art Theatre, the Market Theatre, the Olive Tree
Theatre, the National Arts Festival, the Vrystaat
Arts Festival, as well as internationally”, says
Clara Vaughan, the Head of the Market Theatre
Laboratory.
Classes at the Market Theatre Laboratory include
acting, movement, physical theatre, voice,
singing, theatre-making, writing, directing, stagemanagement and theatre design.
Application forms are available on the Market
Theatre Laboratory website at www.marketlab.
co.za, or can be fetched from the Market Theatre
Laboratory offices at The Market Square, 138
Lilian Ngoyi Street, Newtown. Applications close
on 30th September. For queries, please contact
Thandeka Nheke or Rudy Motseatsea at the
Market Theatre Laboratory on 011 838 7498 or
email courses@marketlab.co.za. To see what
the Market Theatre Laboratory has been up to
visit their Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
themarketla

06 August - 19 August 2018
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Jozi’s Street Hairstylists in
Woza Sisi
Dahlia Maubane’s new exhibition Woza Sisi to open on 22 August at the Market
Photo Workshop

P

hotographer and multimedia designer,
Dahlia Maubane’s Woza Sisi explores
how women street hairstylists working
in the Johannesbg CBD and Maputo
negotiate, navigate and shape complex
demarcated trading zones. The multi-media
project looks into ways in which these women
position themselves and how they use and
negotiate urban spaces.
Woza Sisi aims to uncover a group of women
street hairstylists’ urban experience and explore
their relationship with cities and city economies.
Visibility is important for the hairstylists; they have to
call potential clients in a persuasive way - woza sisi,
woza uzobona, woza nice. They are also expected
to be patient, polite and understanding.
It is important for the hairstylists to have satisfied
clients and be able to produce value at a minimal
cost. Building relationships is fundamental to
growing their clientele. Business is normally
scarce as the hairstylists are often locked in a tight
competition for customers.
This exhibition and iteration was developed through
the 2017 Market Photo Workshop Alumnus
Award. The project is funded by the Department
of Arts & Culture’s Incubator Programme.
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- Mika Conradie
Photographer: ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi

Dahlia studied at the National School of the Arts
and completed a Bachelor of Technology in
Multimedia at the University of Johannesburg in
2009. She went on to study at the Market Photo
Workshop in 2010, completing the Foundation and
Intermediate photography courses. Maubane has
participated in Market Photo Workshop projects
such as the Makweteng Heritage Project 20112012, Joburg Photo Harare Masterclass 2013, and
My Joburg: Short Change exhibition at La Maison
Rouge Gallery, Paris.
She was the Photographer in Residence at the
2012 International Summer Academy of Fine
Arts in Salzburg and participated in the inaugural
Kampala Art Biennale 2014. Her on-going body of
work, Woza Sisi was one of the 10 open call projects
during the Joburg Photo Umbrella, which is part
of SA-UK Seasons 2014 & 2015, a partnership
between the Department of Arts & Culture, South
Africa and the British Council.
Her exhibition at the Photo Workshop Gallery will
open on 22 August.
http://maubanedahlia.wix.com/portfolio
http://dahliamaubane.tumblr.com/

Market Photo Workshop
Alumnus Award exhibition
at Art Fair
Alumnus Award to celebrate the outstanding achievements of
Market Photo Workshop alumni
- Khona Dlamini

T

he Market Photo Workshop Alumnus
Award will celebrate the outstanding
achievements of Market Photo
Workshop alumni. The award will be
presented to an alumnus to create a new body of
work or to further develop and present a selection
of their work.
In its inaugural year, the Alumnus Award will provide
the winner with the opportunity to present their
work at the Market Photo Workshop stand at the
FNB Joburg Art Fair from 8 - 10 September 2017,
as well as providing initial support for the winner to
continue the development of their photographic
project into a completed body of work.

The Market Photo Workshop will provide financial
support to exhibit the selected works at the FNB
Joburg Art Fair 2017. The winner of the award will
also receive funding to the amount of R15 000.00
towards continuing the development of the
selected body of work.
The FNB Joburg Art Fair is Africa’s leading art fair
focused on contemporary art from the continent
and diaspora. Now in its tenth year, it continues to
strengthen this position by presenting the finest of
contemporary African art alongside memorable
exhibitions and groundbreaking initiatives.

06 August - 19 August 2018
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T HE

MARKET
PHOTO
WORKSHOP

Welfare To Work
Photography Training
Project
21 women to be trained in basic technical and visual literacy skills of digital
photography over 6 months
- Bekie Ntini

T

he
Market
Photo
Workshop
and MKHULULI Productions are
conducting the Mkhululi Productions
Welfare To Work – Photography
Training Project. The project is a 6 months
photography course that will train 21 women
participants in basic technical and visual literacy
skills of digital photography.
The project strategically supports women
photographers. Participants are taught basic
approaches to event photography, portraits and
feature images. Participants will also be trained to
conceptualise and develop stories around their
communities. In line with ensuring the participants
acquire field experience alongside theoretical
training, the Market Photo Workshop will conduct
field trips at media houses, relevant archives and
gallery visits in and around Johannesburg.
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The Market Photo Workshop trainers and
alumni Bongiwe Phakathi, Thandile Zwelibanzi,
Tshepiso Sebyeng, Buyaphi Mdledle, Michelle
Harris, Sipho Gongxeka, Michelle Loukidis
and Madoda Mkhobeni, have been assigned
different responsibilities in delivering the training
content. The training also mentors the participants
through providing guidance and direction on the
participants’ work.
“The project has taught me lot about photography.
I feel confident. I feel like a professional
photographer. The project is a good development
tool for us women; the assignments and other
activities have given me confidence that I am now
able to approach people and engage with them
about their backgrounds and personalities with
ease,” said Valentia Moliko one of the project
participants.

Uriel Orlow’s Theatrum
Botanicum at Market Photo
Workshop
Theatrum Botanicum to be launched at the Market Photo Workshop this
September
- Mika Conradie

W

orking from the dual vantage
points of South Africa and
Europe, Uriel Orlow’s Theatrum
Botanicum considers plants
as both witnesses and actors in history, and as
dynamic agents – linking nature and humans,
rural and cosmopolitan medicine, tradition
and modernity – across different geographies,
histories and systems of knowledge, with a variety
of curative, spiritual and economic powers.
The Market Photo Workshop iteration of the project
will include the film work The Fairest Heritage, the
photographic series The Memory of Trees, and an
installation; Grey, Green, Gold.
Various iterations of the project have been
presented across the United Kingdom, Europe,
Russia and the Middle East, including The
Showroom (London), the 2015 edition of EVA
International curated by Koyo Kouoh, the Sharjah
Biennale (where it won a major award), and with
a major Swiss presentation of the project at the
Kunsthalle St Gallen in 2018.

This edition of Theatrum Botanicum is realised
through a network of partners across the three
major South African urban centres in which the
project was originally gestated. In Johannesburg,
the project will be divided between two spaces:
POOL and the Market Photo Workshop’s Gallery
1989.
In Cape Town, the Live Arts Festival of the Institute
for the Creative Arts will host a lecture performance,
screening and installation. The Festival is one of
the leading platforms for the development and
showcasing of performance art and experimental
work on the continent. In Durban, the Durban Art
Gallery hosts a portion of the project curated by
Russel Hlongwane.
The Johannesburg launch of the Theatrum
Botanicum book will be hosted at the Market
Photo Workshop on Friday 7 September at 18:00.
Theatrum Botanicum in South Africa is supported
by Pro Helvetia Johannesburg. In 2018 Pro Helvetia
Johannesburg celebrates 20 years in the region.
06 August - 19 August 2018
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Florence gains Great
Accolades
Myer Taub’s Florence enters its last week of performances with great accolades

M

yer Taub’s new play, Florence, has
received glowing reviews across
a wide spectrum of media. The
play runs into its final week and
closes on Sunday.
Starring Leila Henriques, the world-of-the-play
moves across over 100 years of Johannesburg
history revealing a city that captures a struggle for
recognition, renewal, unrequited love, hope, and
prosperity.
Florence highlights the contributions and
impact that Florence Phillips, founder of the
Johannesburg Arts Gallery, had in building
a greater understanding of art with early-
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- Ismail Mahomed

Johannesburg and its contemporary society. It
was her philanthropic nature which endeared her
to both the world of artists and public alike.
Florence was a woman of exceptional strength,
passion, and character to have been able to
promote and celebrate local and international
artists and to persevere in building them a home
at the Johannesburg Art Gallery (JAG).
In the one-person directed by Greg Homann, a
disgruntled actress places Florence Phillips as
a ghost at the Joubert Park fence outside the
Johannesburg Art Gallery.

06 August - 19 August 2018
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Fool for Love an Explosive
and Emotional Twisted
Romance
Janice Honeyman directs a stellar cast in the twisted love story by American
playwright Sam Shepard
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

D

irector Janice Honeyman will direct Fool
for Love in her homecoming production
at the Market Theatre. Janice’s love affair
with the Market Theatre dates back in the
70’s over the years she has worked on productions like
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf, Nothing But The Truth,
Missing and many others. Her return is accompanied
by a stellar cast in Zane Meas, Langley Kirkwood, Kate
Liquorish and Paka Zwedala.
Sam Shepard, in his mid-eighties classic, Fool for Love,
draws us mercilessly into the hot and gritty epicentre of a
relentless emotional conflict. In the dust-dry desolation
of the Mojave Desert we are hauled onto the battlefield
of a love-hate combat.
Eddie and May are seemingly psychologically chained
together, caught in a motel room, entrapped in their
own prison-cell of pain and passion. No matter how
hard they try to detach themselves from one another,
they are somehow compulsively connected. The
play pinpoints the merging of memories and present
moments, emotional fantasy and harsh, immediate
reality, to create a charged electricity between two
damaged people.
An old man and a young suitor of May’s become
involved in the action, and become involuntary
witnesses pulled into this searing, complex relationship.
And so, too, will the audience be. It is a potent, highimpact piece of adult theatre.
Fool for Love, written by American playwright and actor
Sam Shepard, premiered in 1983 at the Magic Theatre
in San Francisco, where Shepard was the playwright-inresidence. The play was a finalist for the 1984 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama.
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The story is engaging and troubling love story that will
haunt the audience memory of the play. The Audience
will be engrossed with the couple’s fighting and loving
on stage which will provide explosive emotional scenes
throughout the play.
Zane Meas makes a come back to the stage playing
Eddie and May’s disillusioned father. Award winning
actress Kate Liquorish will portray May a mysterious
woman in love and consumed with jealousy and she
hold resentment towards her lover and father.
Eddie (Langley Kirkwood) will deliver a heart wrenching
performance in his portrayal of a damaged man whose
heart is torn between two women and a longing for his
father. To complete this incredible talented cast is Paka
Zwedala playing the young suitor of May, Martin who
is unfortunately blind sighted by being pulled into a
complex relationship.
There’s a definite crisis of identity, family and
relationships. True to Shepard’s plays the words escalate
into explosive action-packed scenes and the actors will
be tearing each other like mortal enemies the characters
are caught up in sorting through the emotional tumult
of their lives in a power struggle where identity is vague.
Award winning Janice Honeyman will bring her crucial
direction to this powerful dark humor production that
unravels the past and present mingling in an explosive
emotional experience.
Fool for Love is a torrid relationship production that
will keep audiences at the edge of their seats the
production will have its Johannesburg premier at the
Market Theatre from 17 August – 9 September 2018.

06 August - 19 August 2018

39

African Adaptation of The
Little Prince Huge Success!
Kwasha! celebrates its success after performing The Little Prince at the National
Arts Festival and the inaugural Pan Afriacn Creative Exchange
- Clara Vaughan
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A

n African inspired adaptation of
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s classic
fable, The Little Prince, performed
by the Market Theatre Foundation’s
brand-new theatre company, Kwasha! at the
National Arts Festival in Grahamstown and the
inaugural Pan African Creative Exchange in
Bloemfontein a fortnight ago was received with
huge acclaim.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s world famous and
timeless classic book is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year – and is still as vivid as
ever! The book is brought to life in an exciting
production created with the additional support of
Mazars reinforces a fruitful collaboration between
the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and the
Market Theatre Foundation.
Originally written in French, The Little Prince is the
world’s most translated book, outside of religious
works. It is translated in 300 languages including
English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Xhosa.
It tells the story of a little boy who leaves the
safety of his own tiny planet to travel the universe,
learning the vagaries of adult behaviour through
a series of extraordinary encounters. Known
as a children’s tale, it is also considered as a
metaphor of a grown-up meeting his inner child.
It is a philosophical contemplation of loneliness,
friendship, adulthood and authority.
The Little Prince performed by Kwasha! is a
magical re-telling of the book using an innovative
and playful fusion of art forms - storytelling, music
and circus - in multiple languages, creating a

unique South African inspired production of this
French masterpiece, for adults and children alike.
The Kwasha! theatre company is a collaborative
project between the Market Theatre Laboratory
and The Windybrow Arts Centre. The project aims
to support the careers of recent graduates and to
provide drama classes for youth at the Windybrow
Arts Centre. Five of South Africa’s most exciting
emergent theatre-makers have been identified as
the inaugural members of the company, and now
work together to create a programme of exciting
new theatre pieces.
The Little Prince is one of the first substantial
projects of the Market Theatre Foundation’s
theatre company, Kwasha! It is a continuation
of the partnership which was consolidated in
an MOU in 2016 between the Market Theatre
Foundation and the French Institute of South
Africa (IFAS).
THE LITTLE PRINCE
National Tour
23 – 24 October		
Etienne Rousseau Theatre
Sasolburg
1 – 3 November
DUT, Courtyard Theatre
Durban
8 – 25 November			
Market Theatre
Johannesburg

06 August - 19 August 2018
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B

usi Letwaba tailors
each tours to take into
the special needs and
experiences of her visitors

Market Theatre Tours
This week we have a look back at pictures of the past tours hosted by the
Market Theatre Foundation’s Busi Letwaba
- Busi Letwaba
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LIVE AT THE MARKET
THEATRE …
Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each
production season. For more details about the productions visit the
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950
SHOW

AUGUST

Florence

03 - 26

Fool For Love

17

Black Knight

24 - 25

Showtime
Monsieur Ibrahim en die
Blomme van die Koran

27

SEPTEMBER

09
01
14

Trade Fair

16 - 23

Soul Brothers

21 - 23

You Fool How Can the Sky Fall
44
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OCTOBER

28

01
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FLORENCE
Myer Taub’s brand new one-person play,
Florence, is about Johannesburg, about
Whiteness, about imagined histories, and about
fences that keep us in and keep us out. The
world-of-the-play moves across over 100 years
of Johannesburg’s history revealing a city that
captures a struggle for recognition, renewal,
unrequited love, hope, and prosperity.
Florence, directed by Greg Homann, playfully
experiments with time, place, language, and
form in order to explore our contemporary
moment. Leila Henriques returns to the Market
Theatre to play the disgruntled Florence. This
dynamic trio of Taub, Homann, and Henqriques
have been brought together by the Artistic
Director of The Market Theatre, James Ngcobo
who has teamed them up with Johannesburg

based-sculptor, Richard Forbes, who will design
the production, and acclaimed lighting designer,
Nomvulo Molepo. Together they will stage the
world-premiere of this exciting and provocative
new South African play.
Dates
Friday 03 August –
Sunday 26 August 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon

9 - 22 July 2018
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FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright
and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted
to buy and where he has always imagined living
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says
that she has absolutely no interest in living with
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a
job and started a new life and knows that if she
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat
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the same destructive cycle it has followed before.
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman.
Dates
Friday 17 August –
Sunday 9 September 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
Mannie Manim

BLACK KNIGHT

PRESENTED BY BLACK KNIGHT PRODUCTIONS
Siyabonga “Sya Bee” Radebe is a two time
“Best Actor of the Year” South African Film &
Television Awards coupled with his rising comedy
stardom - Siyabonga Radebe who is originally
from KZN takes his much anticipated one man
stand up comedy show – BLACK KNIGHT

entertaining comedy show that will cover
everything from family dynamics, culture, race
issues, relationships, peer pressure, violence,
discrimination, tradition and religion in a comedic
story about the quest to achieve the South
African dream.

It will be hosted at the John Kani Market
Theatre in Johannesburg on 24 & 25 August
2018 and is bound to allow audiences to see
Siya Bee like they have never seen him before.

With a great motivational undertone to it, this
show will not only seek toentertain but it will also
look to inspire the audience, evoke laughter and
tears….BLACK KNIGHT.

BLACK KNIGHT is a true South African
story about trials, tribulations and survival in a
very difficult and competitive entertainment
industry. The challenges that come with being
in the public eye, the challenges of having your
personal life in the public eye all the time. He
gives us honest incite into his world, becoming
father, dealing with the media and the many
lessons he has come to learn since the days of
being a young township boy from Kwazulu Natal
and his journey to the bright lights of stardom
in the city of gold – Jozi, in search for fame &
fortune. His first instalment of the show at the
Protea Hotel Fire and Ice in Johannesburg last
month was a resounding success and earned
Siya Bee rave reviews.

Siyabonga Brian Radebe aka “Siya B” is a
prolific performer widely recognized for his
acting achievements, both in the world of
television as well as the movies, brings you the
no holding back straight talk version of himself
in this powerful one man comedy act BLACK
KNIGHT.

It’s a quintessential South African coming
of age story told by one of the fastest rising
stars of comedy in this country. It will be

Dates
Thursday 24 August –
Friday 25 August 2018
Time
Friday - 20:00
Saturday - 20:00
Venue
The John Kani
06 August - 19 August 2018
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MONSIEUR IBRAHIM EN DIE
BLOMME VAN DIE KORAN
David Minnaar plays all the characters
exceptionally – Momo, Ibrahim, women of the
street, his mother and father. By slightly turning
his hand, raising or intensifying his tone of voice,
these people stand before your mind’s eye.
The Jewish Quarter in Paris, 1960. Momo is a
troubled Jewish boy finds an unlikely friend in a
Muslin shop owner, Monsieur Ebrahim.
Momo’s hilarious but heart-breaking; story
begins when he loses his virginity in a brothel
at the age of 11. Ibrahim provides refuge for
Momo, gives advice and gradually teaches the
precocious child, that there is more to life than
prostitution and stealing groceries.
When Momo’s father – a passive, aggressive
lawyer who neglects his son – disappears and
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is found dead, Ibrahim adopts Momo. The two
decide to embark on a tour through Europe to
Monsieur Ibrahim’s place of birth, which brings
them to the most important crossroad in their
lives. As this comical and excellent story unfolds,
it shows how the most important lessons about
life and death are learnt when we least expect it.
Dates
Friday 14 September
Sunday 01 October 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Barney Simon

YOU FOOL HOW CAN THE SKY
FALL
Zakes Mda’s You Fool How Can the Sky Fall
was first staged a year after the first democratic
elections in South Africa, this play deals headon with the political challenges that face a
new democracy. It takes a look at corruption in
government, pretentious, self-important cabinet
ministers and a democracy that degenerates
into dictatorship in a fictitious African country.
Described as “a cutting political satire on the
antics of a post-revolutionary government that is
intentionally close to home … full of sly reference
to the new elite and their round table manners.”
(Sunday Times, 5 February 1995)

Starring Ntathi Moshesh, Zola Nombona,
Linda Sokhulu and Zenzo Ngqobe

Dates
Friday 21 September
Sunday 28 October 2018
Time
Friday - Saturday - 20:15
Sunday - 15:15
Venue
The Mannie Manim

06 August - 19 August 2018
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