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The Market Theatre Foundation’s 
partnership with Exclusive Books to 
establish the Pan-African Reading 
Lounge for adults and the Exclusive 

Books Pan-African Reading Room for children at 
the Windybrow Arts Centre has been nominated 
for a 2018 Business & Arts South Africa (BASA) 
award for the Sponsorship In-Kind category. The 
winners will be announced on 16 September 
2018.

In this issue of BUZZ, we shine the spotlight on 
the Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room. 
We also throw the spotlight on our partnership 
with the National Institute for Humanities & 
Social Sciences (NIHSS). This partnership enables 
the Market Theatre Foundation to give scholars 

from under-resourced schools the opportunity to 
experience a theatre production at the Market 
Theatre.

        
For the second year running, South African 

Book Fair will take place at the Market Theatre. 
We share some of the highlights from their diverse 
programme which will run from 7 to 9 September 
2018.

Our next issue of BUZZ will be a bumper issue 
about the 2nd annual Incubators’ Trade Fair. 
Don’t miss this issue which celebrates the annual 
coming together of South Africa’s five performing 
arts agencies at the Market Theatre.

Editor’s Note
This week we focus on the partnership between the Market Theatre Foundation and 

Exclusive Books
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi (Brand and Communications Manager)
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The Windybrow Arts Centre 
Partnership Gets a Nod From 

the BASA Awards
Innovative partnership between the Market Theatre Foundation and Exclusive 

Books leads to recognition for the Windybrow Arts Centre
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

- Photographer: ©Siphosihle Mkhwanazi
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In an innovative partnership between the 
Market Theatre Foundation and Exclusive 
Books two reading rooms were launched 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre as a hub 

for the advancement of Pan-African 
literature on July 18, 2017. 

The partnership developed when 
the Coloured Cube was appointed 
together with Sticky Situation to re-
activate the dormant  Windybrow Arts 
Centre which was given a second lease 
on life when the Department of Arts & 
Culture placed the Centre under the 
administration of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

Led by Mariapaola McGurk, the director 
of the Coloured Cube, during her 
company’s residency at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre, the reading room is a hub of activity 
for children who visit it each day for a range of 
programmes in drama, music, dance and visual 
art.

“The residency was anchored on building 
partnerships that are long term, visionary and 
which can strengthen African narratives”, says 
Ismail Mahomed, the  CEO of the Market Theatre 

Foundation. 

The Market Theatre’s partnership with 
Exclusive Books has been nominated 
for the 2018 BASA Awards in the in kind 
sponsorship category.

“This is a well-deserved accolade for 
Exclusive Books. Their gift of a reading 
room donated to the Windybrow Arts 
Centre on Nelson Mandela’s birthday 
last year honours his vision of giving 
children the opportunity to learn 
and discover new knowledge”, says 
Mahomed.

“The residency 
was anchored 
on building 
partnerships 
that are long 
term, visionary 
and which can 
s t re ng t he n 
A f r i c a n 
narrat ives”

- Ismail Mahomed
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Honouring Businesses that 
are Investing in an Inclusive 

Economy
The Market Theatre Foundation, the Coloured Cube and the Exclusive Books 

partnership named as BASA Awards finalist
- Ismail Mahomed
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“When corporate South Africa 
and the arts collaborate, the 
business of building legacy 
continues”, 

says Business and Arts South Africa’s 
CEO, Michelle Constant when she 
unravelled the nominees for the 21st 
annual BASA Awards. 

Partnered with Hollard, the BASA 
Awards recognise the contributions 
of the business sector to the arts 
across all genres. The announcement 
was made at a breakfast at Hollard’s 
Villa Arcadia head office campus in 
Parktown, Johannesburg, last week. 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African 
Reading Rooms at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre is nominated for the 
Sponsorship In-Kind category. 

BASA chairperson Andre le Roux 
congratulated the finalists and thanked Hollard for 
its ongoing support of the arts in general and the 
BASA Awards specifically. This support, he said, 

enabled BASA to continue building the narrative 
between South African businesses and artists. 
Hollard’s Chief Marketing Officer, Heidi Brauer 

said art is in Hollard’s blood.

“This year’s theme of legacy and 
the idea that it is each generation’s 
duty to build and develop the next, 
resonates strongly with Hollard’s 
purpose, which is to enable more 
people to create and secure a 
better future. The building of warm, 
mutually respectful partnerships 
between businesses and artists 
enables artists to enjoy financial 
and promotional support, while 
businesses become better through 
embracing creativity”, says Heidi 
Brauer.

The winners will be announced at the 
BASA Awards event at Victoria Yards, 

Lorentzville in Johannesburg, on 16 September.

“This year’s theme 
of legacy and the 
idea that it is each 
generation’s duty to 
build and develop 
the next, resonates 
strongly with 
Hollard’s purpose, 
which is to enable 
more people to 
create and secure 
a better future.”

- Heidi Brauer
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Youngest African Writer 
Launched Reading Rooms

Michelle Nkamankeng celebrated at the the Pan-African Reading Rooms at the 
Windybrow Arts Centre

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
- Photographer: (c) Madoda Mkhobeni
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On Nelson Mandela’s birthday, 18 
July 2017, Exclusive Books donated 
the Pan-African Reading Lounge for 
adults and the Pan-African Reading 

Room for children at the Windybrow 
Arts Centre. Child writer, Michelle 
Nkamankeng who wrote her first 
book at the age of 7 and went on 
to become the youngest published 
writer in Africa, was the guest of 
honour to open the Exclusive Pan-
African Reading Room for children.

Michelle Nkamankeng is the 
youngest published author in South 
Africa and Africa. She is also listed in 
the top 10 list of youngest writers in 
the world.

The young author, a pupil at Sacred Heart College 
in Observatory, launched her first book, Waiting 

for the Waves, which was inspired by a family visit 
to a seaside resort when she was five. 

“I feel happy, excited and very proud of myself. I 
loved reading from the age of four. 
Writing is fun to me and I love writing 
in my spare time”, says the young 
author.

Speaking at the launch of the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading 
Rooms last year, Michelle said that 
she wants to help to open the world 
of reading to children because 
reading inspires the imagination; and 
imagination and creative thinking 
can bring solutions to many of the 
world’s problems

.

“I feel happy, excited 
and very proud 
of myself. I loved 
reading from the 
age of four. Writing 
is fun to me and 
I love writing in 
my spare time.”

- Michelle Nkamankeng
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With an exciting new relationship 
between National Institute 
for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences (NIHSS) and the Market 

Theatre Foundation more than a thousand school 
learners have been able to attend performances 
at the Market Theatre.

The Market Theatre Foundation’s  Learner 
Theatrical Experience established in 2018 
afforded 1,184 learners the opportunity to enjoy a 
theatrical experience which included productions 
such as The Gibson Kente Tribute which was a 
historic musical tribute to commemorate the life 

and timeless music of the legendary Bra Gibson 
Kente and Athol Fugard’s, The Train Driver, starring 
legendary John Kani and David Minaar.

The Market Theatre’s youth group Kwasha’s 
innovative production of The Little Prince and the 
Women’s Month production of Florence were 
also included in the Learner Theatrical Experience

The learners came from Letsibogo High School, 
Barnato Park High School, King David High 
School, Ikusasa Commercial High, Phoenix 
College, BASA Tutorial College as well as the 
United Church Primary School.

NIHSS Supporting the Role of 
Children in the Arts
NIHSS supporting learners to have access to Theatre

- Penny Morris
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Dance Crowds expected at 
Sichel Book Launch
Adrienne Sichel to launch book on 29 September 2018

- Ismail Mahomed
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The glitterati of South Africa’s dance 
community is expected to gather 
at the Market Theatre later this 
month when The Ar(t)chive, South 

Africa’s award-winning theatre dance and 
physical performance archive, will launch a 
ground-breaking new publication: Body Politics: 
Fingerprinting South African Contemporary 
Dance by pioneering veteran dance writer 
Adrienne Sichel.

Adrienne Sichel has over the past 40 years, 
painstakingly documented in her journalistic 
writing, and critiques the changing landscape 
of contemporary dance in South Africa pre and 
post democracy. Her contribution to the dance 
industry has earned her the respect of both the 
national and international dance community.

Body Politics: Fingerprinting South African 
Contemporary Dance is a blend of Sichel’s 
journalistic writing and experience combined 
with a vast collection of research material on the 
evolution of contemporary dance in South Africa. 
This fingerprinting exercise connects some of 
the dots of how a very valuable, even unique, 
heritage, has taken shape.

Featured in this one of a kind book are artists, 

companies and festivals which include early 
pioneers and contemporary players such as: Sylvia 
Glasser, Tossie van Tonder, Carly Dibakoane, 
Robyn Orlin, Alfred Hinkel, Jay Pather, Debbie 
Rakusin, Jackie Mbuyiselwa Semela, Jayespri 
Moopen, Boyzie Ntsikelelo Cekwana, Vincent 
Sekwati Koko Mantsoe, Gregory Maqoma, Lliane 
Loots, Nelisiwe Xaba, PJ Sabbagha, Jeannette 
Ginslov, Dada Masilo, Mamela Nyamza, Fana 
Tshabalala, Jazzart Dance Theatre, Moving into 
Dance Mophatong, The First Physical Theatre 
Company, The Forgotten Angle Theatre 
Collaborative, Flatfoot Dance Company, Via 
Katlehong Pantsulas, Dance Umbrella, JOMBA! 
Contemporary Dance Experience and The Baxter 
Dance Festival.

Body Politics: Fingerprinting South African 
Contemporary Dance was originally edited by 
Tammy Ballantyne and Clare Craighead. The 
publication was made possible through the 
generous support of Business and Arts South 
Africa (BASA), RMB, Porcupine Press and Ian 
Hamilton. Books will be on sale at R400 at the 
national launch of the book that will take place at 
the Market Theatre on Saturday, 29 September at 
15:30 Space is limited and booking is essential by 
14 September to rsvp@buz.co.za.

mailto:?subject=
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The Little Prince will be at 
the South African Book Fair
The Little Prince to be staged at the Market Theatre during this year’s South 

African Book Fair
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The SA Book Fair will return to the 
Market Theatre from 7 to 9 September 
with a stellar programme showcasing 
120 authors, panel discussions, 

workshops and performances.

Learners, librarians, teachers, caregivers and 
parents will be treated to a delectable offering 
of storytelling which also includes the Market 
Theatre Foundation’s production, The Little Prince, 
performed by the Kwasha! Theatre Company and 
sponsored by the French Institute of South Africa 
and Mazars.

The Little Prince is a magical re-telling of the 
book, mixing storytelling and circus in multiple 
languages to create a unique South African 
inspired production of this French masterpiece, 
for adults and children alike. 

The three-day programme of events at the Fair is 
brimming with things to do and see for everyone 
from pre-schoolers to the most dedicated book 
lovers, including a vault of books with industry 
experts showcasing books that entertain, educate, 
empower, inform and advance.  The South African 
Library for the Blind will showcase tactile books, 
promoting a positive reading experience for the 
blind and visually impaired. 

Celebrating #OURSTORIES on the page, mic and 
stage, the 2018 Book Fair promises a feast for 
lovers of the spoken word as a giant of the South 
African literary world will be honoured. The late 
Professor Keorapetse Kgositsile, affectionately 
known as Bra Willie, will be celebrated through 

intergenerational voices in indigenous languages, 
a commissioned tribute poem and more. The 
inaugural Keorapetse Kgositsile Poetry Café at 
the Fair will feature some of the most recognised 
names in the realm of spoken word.

A literary programme at the Fair will feature an 
exciting line-up - from panel discussions with 
leading movers and shakers to a Philosophy Café, 
facilitated by prominent thought leaders, and 
sessions dealing with some of the most pressing 
social, economic and political issues facing South 
Africa today. Meet Mandy Wiener, Tembeka 
Ngcukaitobi, Ralph Mathekga, Christi van der 
Westhuizen, Mpho Dagada, Dudu Busani-Dube, 
Jan-Jan Joubert, David Higgs and more.

The Fair also features a wealth of experts from the 
publishing industry who will be ready to assist with 
learning and support materials, the best research 
and non-fiction books from the university presses 
and SMME publishers from all provinces.

The full programme for the 2018 South 
African Book Fair can be accessed at 
www.southafricanbookfair.co.za. 

Booking is essential and tickets for all sessions 
are priced at R40 (except where otherwise 
stated) and are available through WebTickets  at 
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.
aspx?itemid=1482084984. Entry into the 
exhibition, poetry performances, the storytelling 
festival and the Family Zone will be free of 
charge.

http://www.southafricanbookfair.co.za
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.aspx?itemid=1482084984
https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.aspx?itemid=1482084984
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The Introduction to Playwriting course 
at the Market Theatre Laboratory 
offers clear step by step guidance in 
conceptualizing and writing a short 

play. Each student is taken through the process 
of writing a 10-minute play script, which is then 
presented in a staged reading at the end of the 
course. The course helps aspirant writers to find 
their voice.

The Course is coordinated by Omphile Molusi, 
a freelance writer/actor/director who graduated 
at the Market Theatre Laboratory. He has been 
writing, directing and acting for theatre since 2001. 
His credits include Cadre (Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre, Edinburgh Festival 2013, Market Theatre 
and Grahamstown NAF 2013), and Narrative 
Dreams (Cape Town Obs Family season Fest 
2014, Grahamstown NAF 2014. Director).

Omphile was the first recipient of the Brett Goldin 
Bursary, which gave him an opportunity to intern 
as an actor with the Royal Shakespeare Company 
in Stratford-upon-Avon. He won the Scotsman 
Fringe First Award 2008 for Itsoseng at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

He also won the André DeShields Award for the 
Best Performance in Itsoseng at the Black Theatre 
Alliance Awards 2010 in Chicago. 

The 12 week course runs for three hours, 9am 
to 12pm on Saturdays from 22 September to 6 
December.

INTRODUCTION TO 
PLAYWRITING Applications 

are Open!
Market Theatre Laboratory opens application for popular 

playwriting programme
- Rudy Motseatsea



03 September - 16 September 2018    19



20    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 30

Can Themba Symposium 
Celebrates Iconic Journalist
Can Themba to be celebrated at a symposium hosted at the Market Theatre

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

S y m p o s i u m

P R O D U C E D  B Y  S I P H I W O  M A H A L A

FEATURING L IVE  PERFORMANCES BY:

RSVP: portiam@markettheatre.co.za
For more information visit www.markettheatre.co.za or www.iconicproductions.co.za

1 3  S E P T E M B E R  2 01 8  |  18h00 |  MARKET THEATRE ,  JHB

ICONIC  PRODUCTIONS IN  ASSOCIATION WITH  
THE MARKET THEATRE FOUNDATION INVITES  YOU TO

T H E  S C R E E N I N G  O F

Can Themba
The Teacher in the Newsroom

Sipho Hotstix MabuseKabomoSello Maake kaNcube
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This year marks the 51st anniversary of 
the passing of legendary South African 
writer and journalist, Can Themba, 
who died on 8 September 1967, 

in Manzini, Swaziland. In September 2017, the 
Minister of Arts and Culture, Mr Nathi Mthethwa, 
presided over the tombstone unveiling ceremony 
after Can Themba’s remains were reinterred and 
repatriated to West Park cemetery, where he lay 
alongside his wife, Anne Sereto. 

While Themba passed away more than 50 years 
ago, his life has continuously been celebrated 
through short stories, journalistic articles and 
theatre, among others. Most notably, his short 
story, The Suit, remains one of the most popular 
pieces of short fiction in the history of South 
Africa. The story has been adapted into successful 
graphics, film and stage plays.

The Market Theatre marked the 50th anniversary 
of his passing with a number of performances 
dedicated to his memory. These performances 
included the staging of The Suit, Sophiatown 
and The House of Truth, the very first bioplay 
inspired by his life. All three productions were a 

resounding success, recording sold-out shows 
and rave reviews. 

The Can Themba Symposium will include panel 
discussions where artists, academics, journalists 
and legends in the arts, culture and heritage 
sector will reflect on the legacy of the iconic writer. 
The programme will culminate with the special 
screening of Can Themba: The Teacher in a 
Newsroom. 

The documentary features Can Themba’s life, 
writing, teaching, personal joys and political 
battles relived through the voices of his former 
students, mentees, colleagues as well as public 
intellectuals. This dynamic and pithy documentary 
weaves together elements of Themba’s life 
and career with deft wit and poise, recreating 
the sparkle and pathos of Sophiatown and the 
Drum era. This makes for an edifying and highly 
entertaining piece of history as told by prominent 
local voices.  

The Can Themba Symposium will take place at 
Market Square on 13 September 2018.
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A Teacher in the Newsroom is the first 
documentary about Can Themba’s 
life, writing, teaching, the ecstasies 
and anxieties are relived through the 

voices of his former students, mentees, colleagues 
and public intellectuals. 

The title is derived from a statement made by 
legendary former journalist and former press 
ombudsman, Joe Thloloe, who tells the story of 
how Themba gave him his first breakthrough in 
journalism. It appears that Thloloe was not the 
only one who was nurtured by Themba. There 
is a pantheon of distinguished personalities who 
imbibed from Themba’s wisdom.

A former teacher turned journalist, who became 
the Associate Editor of Drum Magazine in the 

1950’s, Themba continued with his passion of 
teaching in the newsroom. 

Some of his products as a teacher include 
Desmond Tutu, Casey Motsisi and Stan Motjuadi.
This dynamic and edifying documentary deftly 
weaves together elements of Themba’s life and 
career, recreating the sparkle and pathos of 
Sophiatown and the Drum era. The Teacher in the 
Newsroom is an essential and highly entertaining 
piece of history told with admirable erudition. 

People interviewed for the documentary include 
Njabulo Ndebele, Nadine Gordimer, Sello 
Maake kaNcube, Don Mattera, Ahmed Kathrada 
amongst several other.

Can Themba: A Teacher 
in the Newsroom- the 

Documentary
“The son of a bitch had no business to die.” - Can Themba 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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They say the future is our young and 
children so what a better way to 
start than writing children’s books in 
indigenous language. A child is raised 

by a village is the premise why Peo Literature 
started with books in Setswana, SiZulu, iSiXhosa, 
iSipedi, Sesotho and English.

Their media statement by Market Theatre 
Laboratory alumnus, Dimakatso Mookodi says: 
“The mission of PEO Literature is to preserve our 
heritage through the use of indigenous languages 
through telling children stories that resonate with 
South African children, while igniting a love and 
appreciation for their mother tongue through 
story books, theatrical storytelling and games and 
eventually have children book club’s country wide 
were parents and their children can participate.

We want children to realise that South African 
stories are beautiful and when read and told in 
their mother tongue they are even more exciting. 
Identity and Language are very much interlinked 
and part of raising strong and confident children is 
making sure that there are proud of their heritage. 

Let’s teach our children our indigenous language 
one child at a time.

The launch takes place at the Ramolao Makhene 
Theatre at Market Square at 14:00 on Monday 24 
September 2018.

“…le ojwa le sa le metsi”
A child is raised by a village 

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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TThe Open Society Foundation : South 
Africa (OSF-SA) will celebrate 25 years 
of grant making in South Africa. Since 
1993 the Foundation has supported 

efforts to build a more just society and to realise 
the democratic promise made in 1994. The Market 
Photo Workshop is a beneficiary of the Open 
Society Foundation’s visionary philanthropy. Many 
of OSF-SA’s programmes focus on defending and 
advancing constitutional rights such as the right to 
justice, equality, protest, social services and equal 
access to protections of the law. 

The Market Photo Workshop will curate a 
contemporary art exhibition for OSF-SA to 
showcase South Africa’s social justice and human 
rights journey since 1993 using various art forms 
and ephemera to document and celebrate the 
South African democracy over the last 25 years, 
particularly looking at social justice and human 
rights issues that OSF-SA has supported since 
1993.

Open Society Foundation of 
South Africa Celebrates 25 

Years
The Open Society Foundation of South Africa celebrates its legacy 

- Bekie Ntini

Meet the team, which will be working on the OSF-SA Turning 25 Art and Photography Exhibition 
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The Market Photo Workshop in 
partnership with The Tierney Family 
Foundation has announce Tshepiso 
Mabula as the 11th recipient of the 

Tierney Fellowship. 

The Tierney Fellowship at the Market Photo 
Workshop provides an ideal platform for 
an emerging photographer to successfully 
conceptualize, develop and produce a body of 
work of photography. The successful applicant 
is provided with the financial support necessary 
to research and produce a body of photography 
work, in consultation with an appointed mentor 
of the recipient’s preference, over a period of a 
year. Buyaphi Mdledle, a renowned South African 

photographer and practitioner, will mentor 
Mabula.

“The Tierney Fellowship builds on other Market 
Photo Workshop platforms geared towards 
a South Africa where photography plays an 
important part in the development of careers and 
the development of photography”, says Lekgetho 
Makola, head of the Market Photo Workshop.

The selection of the 11th Tierney Fellow was 
adjudicated by an expert panel of judges which 
comprised of Matthew Tierney, Lekgetho Makola, 
Tshegofatso Mabaso, Tsepo Gumbi, Jerry Vezzuso 
and Ruth Sacks.

Tshepiso Mabula is the 11th 
Tierney Fellow
The latest Tierney Fellow has been named 

- Bekie Ntini
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Market Photo Workshop 
Takes Leadership Role in the 

Continent
Head of the Market Photo Workshop, Lekgetho Makola takes the Market Photo 

Workshop to new, international, heights 
- Bekie Ntini

- Photographer: ©Gomolemo Majabe
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The Market Photo Workshop, in its 29th 
year of operation, offering an exciting 
programme of photography activities 
continues to extend its global reach 

with its alumni and staff participating in continental 
curatorial programmes and festivals.

New national and international partnerships were 
established with the main objective of solidifying 
the Market Photo Workshop’s brand in spaces of 
visual practice organisation and decision making, 
and simultaneously ploughing its artistic practices 
in local communities in the margins to support 
knowledge cultivation and enhance growth of 
local content and local economies. 

More of the Market Photo Workshops alumni are 
receiving national and international recognition. 
Zanele Muholi was bestowed with honour of 
Knight in the Order of Arts and Letters by the 
Government of France. Lebohang Kganye 
received the IPA Award, the Rise Art Global Artist 
of the year prize in London and the Sasol New 
Signature Art Competition. 

Last year, the Market Photo Workshop signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation for the Market Photo 
Workshop to archive an exhibition of struggle 
era photography. The Workshop also signed an 
MOU with the Sibikwa Arts Centre to provide 
photography education to unemployed youth 
from townships in the East Rand. 

Last year, the Head of Market Photo Workshop, 
Lekgetho Makola was invited and participated 
in a number international activities including an 
invitation to Morocco to participate in a three-
day conference on Art, Public Space and Closing 
Societies. 

He also travelled to Mali, Bamako as a  member 
of the curatorial advisory committee for the 11th  
edition of Bamako Encounters 2017, both in June 
25th to 29th  2017 and in December November 
30th to 6th December 2017. 

He was invited to the Lubumbashi Biennale in the 
DRC between October 6th to 10th 2017 as part 
of stakeholder relationship building between like-
minded photography organisations in order to 
enhance the growth of the practice collaboratively 
in the SADC region. 

Makola also sits on the International Advisory 
Committee to the Board of the California based 
visual story telling organisation CatchLight. He 
travelled to San Francisco for the inaugural meeting 
and workshop sessions between November 1st 
to the 6th 2017. 

Under his leadership the Market Photo Workshop 
grows in leaps and bounds. Watch the media this 
week for an exciting announcement about the 
Market Photo Workshop.
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In a partnership brokered between the 
Market Theatre Foundation and the 
University of Witwatersrand a third group 
of Performing Arts Management students 

will intern at the Market Theatre this week.

“The internship is a dynamic way of bridging 
the divide between academic training and the 
creative industries. The interns benefit from our 
experience and we benefit from their new ideas. 
It is a mutually beneficial relationship”, says 
Ismail Mahomed, he CEO of the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

This year, the Market Theatre Foundation will host 
four interns.

Noluthando Jevu is pursuing her Honours degree 
at the University of the Witwatersrand in Dramatic 

Arts. Her majors include Performance and Arts 
Management. 

“I would like to venture into the television and 
film sectors of the performing arts, with the hopes 
of performing and using my arts managerial 
background to be behind the scenes. I want one 
day open my own production company.”

Philani Mokoena 3rd year Theatre & Performance 
student, majoring in Production & Design and 
Performing Arts Management. 

“I have dedicated my life towards making 
contributions to the South African creative industry 
which I believe would also propel me into being 
a formidable force within the creative and art 
industry. My desire for growth is ceaseless; hence 
I am always keen on investigating, participating, 

Wits Performing Arts 
Management Interns at the 

Market Theatre
The Market Theatre Foundation welcomes Wits Performing Arts Management 

interns into its space for the second year 
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
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refining my craft and learning through observation 
and/or implementation.”

Nambitha Tyelbooi is an aspiring theatre designer 
and performer with a passion for the arts and is 
keen to work on new projects. She is in her third 
year studying a BA in Theatre and Performance.

Palesa Litha is a jewellery designer and music 
composer. She atriculated in 2005 at St. Mary’s 
DSG in Pretoria and acquired her first degree 
in Jewellery design and manufacturing at the 
university of Johannesburg and her honors at 
AFDA (the South African school of motion picture 
medium and animation). 

“I want to package myself as a product that can 
access any cultural space and be of significance. 
I have a passion for the theatre space as they are 
multi-disciplinary space that cultivate collabo- 
ration. Those as well as companies that specialize 
in organizating music concerts and music tv 
shows. My hope is to create a gallery space where 
musicians and artists work on collaborations for 
exhibition purposes to promote once in a life time 
experiences.”

Zakhele Ndlovu is avid organiser of cultural 
activities. As an undergraduate student he chaired 
the Arts and Culture Society at University of 
Zululand. He also presented a weekly radio show 
on a local community radio station in KwaZulu-
Natal. He is currently involved in developing an 
online global platform for academics who are 
interested in conferences iand is in the process 
of establishing an urban culture tourism initiative 
which will be based in Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

“I am inspired by being part of a culturally diverse 
South Africa, while remaining constantly aware 
of the fundamental challenges posed by the 
inequalities inherent in our society. I enjoy reading, 
theatre, traveling and outdoor activities.”

Zakhele Ndlovu  holds a BA in Arts and Culture 
from the University of Zululand and is currently 
studying towards a BA Honours in Arts, Culture 
and Heritage management at University of 
Witwatersrand. 

Daisy Maphathe is in her in 3rd year studying 
Bachelor of Arts in performing and visual arts 
(BAPVA). 

“My interests include being on stage be it singing, 
stage managing or even acting. My interest will 
always be theatre over film. Being behind the 
scenes and helping with backstage, warm up or 
even general managing of the production.”

Nakesa Ndou is 3rd year BA in Dramatic Arts 
student majoring in Design and Arts Management. 
Besides her Major choices, Nakesa Dazzles in 
performance. Nakesa was part of the 2017 Wits 
student production – Chilahaebolae, which was 
performed in the Barney Simon theatre at the 
Market Theatre. 

“I expect to use my multidisciplinary skills to help 
lift up and improve the arts in South Africa. I also 
plan on using these skills to create and direct my 
own plays and stories in the future, while focusing 
on my performance career at the same time.”

Revai Boterere is a product of the Pamberi Trust 
(NGO) is currently studying Arts, Culture and 
Heritage management towards his Honors 
Degree. He worked as a teaching assistant at Seke 
Teachers College for a year in the department of 
Creative Arts under the music subject area and he 
graduated in 2015 with a BSc honours degree in 
Music and Musicology from the Midlands State 
University in Zimbabwe. 
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At the Exclusive Books 
Pan-African Reading Room … 
The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room, based at the Windybrow Arts 
Centre, offers an interesting collection of literature written by authors from the 

African diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading Room is open to the public every 
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.

Each week in BUZZ, we feature an exciting collection of books from the 
Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre to 

continue to enrich your cultural experiences at the Market Theatre Foundation.
Seminal texts on black consciousness available at the Exclusive Books Pan 

African Reading Room at the Windybrow Arts Centre. 
- Zama Sweetness  Buthelezi
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I Write What I Like  
Steve Biko

This collection of Biko’s writings is an epochal work 
in the South African literary canon. “The most 
important weapon in the hands of the oppressor 
is the mind of the oppressed.” These words testify 
to the passion, courage, and keen insight that 
made him one of the most powerful figures in 
South Africa’s struggle against apartheid.

Black Skin White Mask  
Frantz Fano

First published in English in 1968, Frantz Fanon’s 
seminal text was immediately acclaimed as 
a classic of black liberationalist writing. His 
description of the feelings of inadequacy and 
dependence experienced by people of colour in 
a white world are as salient and as compelling as 
ever. Fanon identifies a devastating pathology at 
the heart of Western culture, a denial of difference, 
that persists to this day. His writings speak to all 
who continue the struggle for political and cultural 
liberation in our troubled times.

The Wretched of the Earth  
Frantz Fanon

Written at the height of the Algerian war for 
independence from French colonial rule and first 
published in 1961, Frantz Fanon’s classic text has 
provided inspiration for anticolonial movements 
ever since, analysing the role of class, race, national 
culture and violence in the struggle for freedom. 
With power and anger, Fanon makes clear the 
economic and psychological degradation inflicted 
by imperialism.

Decolonising the Mind  
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o

The author describes this book as “a summary of 
some of the issues in which I have been passionately 
involved for the last twenty years of my practice 
in fiction, theatre, criticism and in teaching of 
literature.” The book, which advocates linguistic 
decolonization, is one of Ngũgĩ’s best-known and 
most-cited nonfiction publications, helping to 
cement him as preeminent voice theorizing the 
“language debate” in post-colonial studies.
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The Art of pARTnership
Fortnightly in BUZZ, the Market Theatre Foundation celebrates the incredible

pARTnerships that contribute to the growth of this institution and those whose brand 
affiliation contributes to making the Market Theatre Foundation a formidable leader 
in the art of pARTnership brokering. This week the ART of Partnership focuses on 
Exclusive Books whose in-kind contribution has resulted in establishment of two Pan-

African Reading Rooms for children and adults at the Windybrow Arts Centre.
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In June 2017, the Coloured Cube was 
appointed together with Sticky Situation to 
re-activate the dormant arts centre which 
has been given a second lease on life by 

the Market Theatre Foundation. Today, the Centre 
is a hub of activity with more than 120 children 
visiting it each day for a range of programmes in 
drama, music, dance and visual art. 

The Exclusive Books Pan-African Reading Room 
for children and the Pan-African Reading Lounge 
for adults is one of several initiatives that were 
led by Mariapaola McGurk, the director of the 
Coloured Cube.

The residency anchored itself in building 
partnerships that are long term, visionary and 
which can strengthen African narratives. 

In 1951, Philip and Pamela Joseph founded 
the very first Exclusive Books as a second-hand 

bookshop in King George Street, Johannesburg. 
In 1973 Exclusive Books moved to Pretoria Street, 
Hillbrow, and became the first flagship store. The 
Hillbrow store closed in 1993 and within the same 
year, the Hyde Park store became the group’s 
flagship. It was the largest bookshop of its kind in 
Southern Africa at the time.

In 1998, it launched the Fanatics loyalty program, 
which grew to a membership of 170 000 members 
by 2001. In 1999, Exclusive Books moved from 
just selling books to creating a lifestyle-oriented 
experience. The most important addition was the 
introduction of Seattle Coffee Company cafés 
adjoining eighteen of the book stores.

The Exclusive Books partnership with the Market 
Theatre Foundation to establish the Pan-African 
Reading Rooms has been nominated  for the 
BASA Award for Sponsorship In-Kind.
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Archiving the Market 
Theatre

In the fortnightly series Archiving the Market Theatre Buzz invites our artists, 
patrons and supporters to tell us what the Market Theatre means to them. This 

week Mariapaola McGurk, The Colored Cube Managing Director, shares her 
memory of a working relationship with the Market Theatre Foundation and 

Exclusive Books that led to the establishment of the Pan-African Reading Rooms 
at the Windybrow Arts Centre.  

Share your memories about the Market Theatre and have your story 
memorialised in our archive. Send your story not exceeding more than 400 

words to lusandaz@markettheatre.co.za 

mailto:lusandaz%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
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“Early in 2017 we began an 
unusual and very exciting journey 
alongside our partners – Sticky 
Situations. For 6 months we 

would have a business residency at the newly 
renovated Windybrow Arts Centre. For two small 
creative and socially driven businesses this was a 
dream come true and showed great vision from 
the Market Theatre Foundation. We got to work 
with so many ideas about  how an arts centre in 
the heart of Hillbrow, in an incredibly beautiful 
heritage building, could add value to both the 
creative sector and the community surrounding 
the centre. 

There were many initiatives, ideas and discussions 
between all the stakeholders involved, but one of 
the most exciting and relevant implementations 
to me, was the partnership with Exclusive Books 
to create a Pan African Reading Room. It began 
as one small room, but one visit by the Exclusive 
Books team to The Windybrow Arts Centre and 
their enthusiasm and excitement led to a second 
reading room! The Pan African Reading Room 
for Children and teenagers, and the Pan African 
Reading Lounge for adults were created. These 
rooms are free and open to anyone who would 
like to have a seat, read a story and relax in this 

beautiful art centre! Since then activities continue 
in the two rooms including Nali’bali partnerships, 
storytelling sessions, poetry sessions and much 
more.

The development of the Pan African Reading 
Rooms was only possible because of forward 
thinking approaches - where collaboration, skills 
sharing and partnerships are formed between 
organisations, government funded institutions, 
small business and corporates - for the betterment 
of our society. A collaborative approach, where 
different organisations and individuals offer their 
different strengths is the way we can all succeed in 
this country. With this partnership Market Theatre 
Foundation offered their vision, their beautiful 
art centre and a platform for 2 small businesses 
to have an opportunity to implement tangible 
engagements for the community and creative 
sector. Sticky Situations brought their love and 
knowledge of community and The Coloured 
Cube their love and importance of arts and 
culture. Exclusive Books then became the thread 
that brought this altogether by offering their love 
of reading and their resources to create spaces 
that will hopefully serve this community for years 
to come!”

- Mariapaola McGurk
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH: 
SEPTEMBER 

Up Close and personal with Morris Teboho Mohanoe
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Morris Teboho Mohanoe was born 
in Sebokeng in the south of 
Johannesburg Morris Studied Art 
and Design at Sedibeng College 

in 2005.  His interest in photography further 
developed while completing the Market Photo 
Workshop Foundation Course in Photography 
2007.  Later, he joined the Intermediate and 
Advanced Courses and in 2010 he concluded with 
Photojournalism and Documentary Photography. 
During his studying year Morris was involved 
in various group exhibitions focused on his 
documentary work. In addition, Morris has been 
working as a freelancer for various companies like 
Powerhouse Media, Zaaiboo Concepts, Ludando 
Arts Academy, Back to the city festival, and African 
Centre for Migration & Society to name the few. 

 
Q: What drives you to wake up in the morning 
and come to work?
Mainly it is the students who drive me to wake 
up in the morning. They can sometime be 
unpredictable and difficult to work with but 
that’s always an exciting experience for me. I’m 
always learning and constantly improving on 
my photography practice through students and 
trainers. Photography drives me to wake up 
every day as one because ‘’when I was young I 
was always told to shut up, I couldn’t speak, so 
Photography is my voice”. 

Q: What does your job entail?
My job entails but tasks that range from course 

preparation, photocopying of notes, setting 

up classes for training, managing attendance 
to implementing policies, guidelines and 
consolidating and updating records.

Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
As an artist and photographer, my primary goal 
is to expand my professional practice while 
teaching photography at a community level 
and transferring documentary skills to improve 
people’s knowledge and understanding of image 
making.

Q: Given a chance to change one thing in the 
Arts and Culture industry, what would it be? 
I would like the majority of our people to recognize 
photography as a powerful tool that we can not 
only use to make money but to tell our own stories 
---  stories that will re-reconstruct the township 
image and change how the rest of the country/ 
world views us. Photography has a potential to 
bring great development into a country’s story 
telling. 

Q: What do you do when you’re not at work?
Mostly, I spend my weekend processing 
my personal documentary essays as well as 
photographing, designing, printing T-shirts for my 
clients But what I live for is spending most of my 
free time with my grandmother and family.
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Market Theatre Tours
Message from Loyiso Bavuma of Shayamoya High school
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From the outskirts of KZN and Eastern 
cape, our leaners got the opportunity of 
visiting the legendary Market Theatre. 
Shayamoya Area secondary school is 

situated in Kokstad. It is a section 20 school with 
an enrolment of 2400 learners and 67 educators. 
In its 11 years of existence, under the tutelage of 
Mrs Mbotho (who is the founder) the school has 
over the past five years produced quality results for 
their matric class. The school offers many subjects 
in their curriculum but takes pride in the Drama, 
visual arts and music stream which is headed by 
Loyiso Bavuma.

The school embarked on an educational excursion 
of Gauteng. Visited the Market Theatre as they 
learn about it in dramatic arts. The ever smiling 
and willing to help Busi Letwaba took the learners 
and teachers in what was to be a didactic exercise 
m. The team was taken through all the theatres, 
the gallery and were taught about the history of 
the Market Theatre and the impact it played in the 
struggle against apartheid. The tour was an eye 
opening encounter for the learners as they got 
to experience how things are done at a theatre. 
They got to see the different  sets designs in the 
theatres.

The learners also got the pleasure of spending 
an hour with the legendary Dr John Kani. A 

man amongst men. Ingqwangangqwili kwezase 
qongeni. Dr took us to a universe we’ve never 
been, he shared some words of wisdom and 
even took us through his play “Nothing but 
the truth” this for me was the best part as he 
unpacked certain issues in the play also relating 
to how we live now. He motivated the learners 
and they came back eager for education as he 
highlighted the importance of education as there 
were people who lost their lives for the privilege. 
The learners were later on given complimentary 
tickets to watch the play Fool for Love. They got 
to see their favourite actors  on stage.

I would like to thank Busi, the Market Theatre 
staff and Dr Kani for an amazing experience, it’s 
not every day that such things happen. The tour 
opened our eyes and we came back as changed 
beings. May you continue with the great work and 
continue to be good models to us and our kids.

To book for an exclusive tour 
Email:  Busil@markettheatre.co.za
Tel:   011 832 1641
Tours date: Every Wednesday
Time:  11:00- 12:30
Price:  R20 per person. 

mailto:Busil%40markettheatre.co.za?subject=
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Uriel Orlow’s Theatrum 
Botanicum at Market Photo 

Workshop 
Theatrum Botanicum to be launched at the Market Photo Workshop this 

September
- Mika Conradie

Working from the dual vantage 
points of South Africa and 
Europe, Uriel Orlow’s Theatrum 
Botanicum considers plants 

as both witnesses and actors in history, and as 
dynamic agents – linking nature and humans, 
rural and cosmopolitan medicine, tradition 
and modernity – across different geographies, 
histories and systems of knowledge, with a variety 
of curative, spiritual and economic powers.    

The Market Photo Workshop iteration of the project 
will include the film work The Fairest Heritage, the 
photographic series The Memory of Trees, and an 
installation; Grey, Green, Gold.
 
Various iterations of the project have been presented 
across the United Kingdom, Europe, Russia and the 
Middle East, including The Showroom (London), 
the 2015 edition of EVA International curated by 
Koyo Kouoh, the Sharjah Biennale (where it won a 
major award), and with a major Swiss presentation 
of the project at the Kunsthalle St Gallen in 2018.
 
This edition of Theatrum Botanicum is realised 
through a network of partners across the three 

major South African urban centres in which the 
project was originally gestated. In Johannesburg, 
the project will be divided between two spaces: 
POOL and the Market Photo Workshop’s Gallery 
1989. 

In Cape Town, the Live Arts Festival of the Institute 
for the Creative Arts will host a lecture performance, 
screening and installation. The Festival is one of 
the leading platforms for the development and 
showcasing  of performance art and experimental 
work on the continent. In Durban, the Durban Art 
Gallery hosts a portion of the project curated by 
Russel Hlongwane.

The Johannesburg launch of the Theatrum 
Botanicum book will be hosted at the Market 
Photo Workshop on Friday 7 September at 18:00.

Theatrum Botanicum in South Africa is supported 
by Pro Helvetia Johannesburg. In 2018 Pro Helvetia 
Johannesburg celebrates 20 years in the region.
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Fool for Love Mesmerises 
Audiences at the Market 

Theatre  
Janice Honeyman directs a stellar cast in the twisted love story by American 

playwright Sam Shepard
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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FINAL WEEK

Sam Shepard’s play, Fool for Love, draws 
us mercilessly into the hot and gritty 
epicentre of a relentless emotional 
conflict. In the dust-dry desolation of the 

Mojave Desert we are hauled onto the battlefield 
of a love-hate combat. 

Since opening on 22 August the production has 
received glowing reviews across a wide spectrum of 
media. The play runs into its final week and closes on 
Sunday 09 September 2018. 

Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman, starring 
Kate Liqourish, Langley Kirkwood, Zane Meas and Paka 
Zwedala 

Liquorish and Kirkwood are superb, individually and 
collectively. Director Janice Honeyman has clearly 
encouraged them to take the play’s physicality to heart 
and when there is conflict between May and Eddie, 
there is a sting in each slap; a dull thud with a panicked 
punch; and a shattered doorknob as a result of an assault 
with a chair. Liquorish is all tart intensity and uncertainty; 

Kirkwood full of tendon-straining frustration and pent-
up fury. It’s a recipe for disaster and not surprisingly, 
calamity soon arrives, though it comes in chunks and 
chapters, with the twist, while not left right to the end, 
altering perspective on all that has come before.

Bruce Dennill – pArticipate 

Liquorish is fascinating as the bruised and abandoned 
woman, fists flailing in anger like a cornered alleycat, 
then calming to a seductive siren or a weeping heap, 
loving and hating Eddie in equal measure. Kirkwood 
equals her in talent, and his muscular frame and skimpy 
vest will have women in the audience watching his 
every move with interest. He’s wonderfully animated, 
calm when she’s enraged, soothing when she’s scared, 
but still likely to up and leave whenever the whim takes 
him.

The hovering and sometimes interjecting presence of 
the old man is highly effective, as an observer whose 
own actions are central to the later revelations. Meas 
is perfect for the role, playing him with a rough charm 
and feigned innocence that’s quite beguiling. In fact, 
the casting is flawless, including Zwedala who makes 
Martin a baffled bag of nerves as he stumbles into this 
vipers’ pit.

Lesley Stones – The Daily Maverick 



48    MARKET BUZZ Volume 2 No 30

TUT Students Make Debut at 
Market Theatre

Tshwane University of Technology Musical Theatre students stage Showtime 
2018 at the Market Theatre on 31 August and 1 September

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Showtime 2018, now in its sixth year, is an 
innovative platform for third-year Musical 
Theatre students from the Department 
of Performing Arts, designed to 

showcase their accumulated knowledge and skill 
through original, creative outputs as emerging 
scriptwriters, composers and choreographers.

Musical Theatre Programme Coordinator and 
Lecturer, Rostislava Pashkevitch, and Artistic 
Director of the Market Theatre Foundation, 
James Ngcobo, have been conceptualising the 
sixth edition of this unique festival.

“Our dream to see students share their vision 
and performance with audiences of this historical 

theatre is finally coming to fruition,” says Rostislava. 
“Collaboration of this nature endeavours to 
expand new horizons and empower students 
with professional skills, which will assist them in 
their future careers as creators and performers in 
the genre of Musical Theatre,” she adds.

She also says that the vibe as well as the excitement 
among students are beyond words. “Their 
dedication to make Showtime 2018 memorable 
and to leave a footprint is commendable. 
The support and inspiration from The Market 
Theatre team is meritorious to the young artists, 
strengthening the believe that through arts we 
can all connect and communicate with no limits!”
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SEPEREKISI
Die Plaas Jappie se Lewe

Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana continues his success with a new play
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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14 – 16 September 2018 

Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana latest 
offering SEPEREKISI -- die plaas jappie 
se lewe will premiere at the Market 
Theatre for a limited season during 

the Heritage Month celebrations. Seperekisi is 
a dramatic account of a group of villagers who 
leave their homes for the neighboring farms in 
pursuit of greener pastures.

SEPEREKISI die plaas jappie se lewe is written by 
Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana and is performed 
primarily in Setswana and Afrikaans harmoniously 
bringing together different styles of performance 
to portray the living conditions of farm workers 
from Dinokana village who have very little at their 
disposal. Their journey for greener pastures kwa 
seperekising is about all seeking for just a little bit 
of what they can call their own.

The production sheds light on why a neighbor’s 
reality is also not always far better than what one 

has, and the villagers are dealt with a reality check 
when they realize that their hard work and sweat 
will be the only thing that will secure a fruitful 
future for them. The production encapsulates the 
human quality of always wanting something more 
than what one currently possesses.

Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana is a Market 
Theatre Laboratory alumnus and a 2016 nominee 
for the Naledi Theatre Best Supporting Actor 
Award for his role in the play, Egoli and Itsoseng 
2017.  He is an accomplished actor and a 
rising Setswana playwright. His performance 
credits include: Lepatata, directed by Makhaola 
Ndebele, Egoli directed by Phala Oekeditse 
Phala, Ketekang directed by James Ngcobo, 
Journey to Sophiatown directed by Knowledge 
Ncube, Breaking the Silence directed by Rudy 
Massyn and Mogatapele directed by Monageng 
Motshabi just to name a few. 

Ba batla fela se baka se bitsang sa bone, kana 
motlhoka sagagwe ke moka osule.
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MUSEUM OF LUNGS

New production looks at the effects of TB
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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MUSEUM OF LUNGS is a musical 
documentary performance that 
excavates archive material and 
mixes intimate confession with 

haunted histories to convey vulnerability as a core 
of strength, and illness as a site of resistance and 
transformation.  

In contemporary South Africa, where tuberculosis 
is endemic, a writer tells her personal story of 
living with undiagnosed TB for years before 
receiving treatment. She asks questions about 
the precariousness of our individual and collective 
bodies, highlighting the colonial and systemic 
racial structures as well as the violence of our 
healthcare and political systems.  

The writer Stacy Hardy, her puppet doppelganger 
and musicians and composers Neo Muyanga 
and Nancy Mounir collaborate with director Laila 

Soliman to create a multi-vocal performance of 
love, loneliness, fragility, and death, addressing 
the fundamentally impossible bravery of being 
alive and being human, today.  

Museum of Lungs is a co-production with FFT 
Düsseldorf, Kaaitheater Brussels, Kaserne Basel 
and HAU Berlin. It is funded by Fachausschuss 
Tanz & Theater BS/BL, Swiss Arts Council Pro 
Helvetia, Goethe-Institut South Africa

THE MARKET THEATRE, Barney Simon
Thursday 06 September, 20h15
Friday 07 September, 20h15
Saturday 08 September, 20h15
Sunday 09 September, 15h15

Tickets from webtickets, between R90-R150
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Monsieur Ibrahim en die 
blomme van die Koran comes 

to the Market Theatre 

Dawid Minnaar returns to the Market Theatre stage in a succesful Afrikaans play
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Monsieur Ibrahim en die Blomme 
van die Koran by Éric-Emmanuel 
Schmitt (Afrikaans translation 
by Naòmi Morgan) is a riveting 

Afrikaans production developed by Nati and 
Kunste Onbeperk. The acclaimed production will 
have its Gauteng premiere at the Market Theatre 
in partnership with Transnet.  The limited season 
from 13 – 30 September 2018 affirms the Market 
Theatre’s commitment of broadening the diversity 
of audiences and languages in productions that 
are presented at the iconic institution. 

Legendary South African actor Dawid Minnaar 
will play various characters in this enthralling 
one man show. Minnaar started his professional 
acting career in 1981 when he joined the then 
South West African Performing Arts Council 
(SWAPAC). Dawid has appeared on numerous 
times at local and international theatre festivals 
throughout his career. He returns to the Market 
after successful season of Athol Fugard’s The Train 
Driver where he starred alongside John Kani. 
Minnaar has received numerous nominations for 
his performance in this role, including a best actor 
KKNK Kanna nomination and a KykNET Fiëste 
Theatre Award Nomination for best performer in 
a solo production. 

Monsieur Ibrahim en die Blomme van die Koran 
(Monsieur Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Koran) 
is set in the Jewish Quarters of Paris in 1960. The 
story of a troubled young Jewish boy, Momo, 
begins where a friendship develops between 
him and the local lonely shop owner, Monsieur 
Ibrahim. Momo’s hilarious but also heart-breaking 
story starts when he loses his virginity at age 11 at 
a brothel. Momo finds comfort in conversations 
with Monsieur Ibrahim, who offers advice and 
teaches the young boy that there is more to life 
than sex and stealing groceries from his shop. 
When Momo’s dad, a passive-aggressive lawyer 
– disappears and is later found dead, his new 
struggles as an orphan starts. The two of them 
decide to go on a road trip to Monsieur Ibrahim’s 
birthplace. This brings them to the biggest 
crossroads of their lives. This is a beautiful story 

about friendship, religion, life and death and that 
life’s lessons happens when we least expect it.

Directed by award winning actor and director Philip 
Rademeyer. Philip’s work has been performed 
at the Artscape and Market Theatre, as well as 
various festivals and independent theatres across 
South Africa. The View and Siembamba played in 
Europe (at the International Dublin Gay Theatre 
Festival and the Amsterdam Fringe Festival 
respectively), and The View and Ashes have been 
published by Junkets Publishers. His work has 
received numerous local and international awards. 
Most recently Wild won two 2017 WoordFees 
and a kykNET Fiësta, Klippe Wat Val was the best 
Woordfees debut production in 2018, Monsieur 
Ibrahim en die Blomme van die Koran appeared 
on the Main Festival at the National Arts Festival, 
Weerkaats won the Hartsvriende Best Production 
at Aardklop 2017, and as was nominated for two 
kykNET Fiëstas in 2017. The Graveyard won a 
Standard Bank Silver Ovation Award at the 2016 
National Arts festival. From 2012 to 2016 he 
was co-creative head of the acclaimed theatre 
collective, Rust Co-Operative.

“The Market Theatre is constantly looking for 
ways to push the envelope and challenges itself to 
be brave as a production house by searching for 
new and exciting content to present a stimulating 
programme”, says Zama Buthelezi, the Brand & 
Communications Manager for the Market Theatre 
Foundation.

Artistic Director James Ngcobo adds, “this is part 
of a very clear vision to create an exciting, inclusive 
and diverse way of programming. The Theatre 
made a bold commitment four years ago when 
it pledged to become the home of Afrikaans 
theatre in Johannesburg”. 

Monsieur Ibrahim en die blomme van die Koran 
is a universal story that will captivate Market 
Theatre audiences and Dawid Minnaar delivers 
an exceptional portrayal if the rich characters in 
the show. 
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Soul Brothers Live at 
the Market Theatre Will 

Celebrate African Dynamism 
The legacy of the Soul Brothers to continue at the 

Market Theatre this September
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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Hot on the heels of the first successful 
Jazzy July music series last month 
the Market Theatre is offering 
music-lovers another spectacular 

celebration of culture and heritage with the Soul 
Brothers live in concert. Johannesburg audiences 
will experience a magical music experience 
with the legendary mbaqanga award winning 
ensemble, Soul Brothers, during a three-day 
musical journey from 21 – 23 September 2018. 

“This is not just any ordinary music programming. 
It’s a selection of carefully curated music genres 
that will perform across all Market Theatre 
spaces including the iconic Kippies music venue 
reminiscent of the days when Jozi’s audience 
could enjoy listening to different bands”, says 
Zama Buthelezi, the Brand & Communications 
Manager for the Market Theatre Foundation.  

The Soul Brothers hold an important place in 
the South African music and cultural landscape. 
During apartheid when many households 
depended on radio to catch with what going on 
in the world it was the Soul Brothers music that 
kept many hopes and dreams alive. The stalwarts 
of South Africa’s music scene have recorded 
over 30 albums since their formation in 1974 

producing gold status album after album for over 
three decades. 

The Soul Brothers were formed in 1974 by 
bassist Zenzele “Zakes” Mchunu, drummer 
David Masondo and guitarist Tuza Mthethwa. It 
is in Johannesburg that the group was joined by 
keyboardist Moses Ngwenya affectionately known 
as Black Moses. The group has been spreading 
their music globally evoking the soul of mbaqanga 
music. They are known for their colourful costumes, 
intricate rhythms and charismatic performances 
on stage. Most of all they are celebrated for their 
uplifting songs making them one of South Africa 
distinctive music groups. 

“The heritage musical celebrations will provide 
an ideal atmosphere for lovers of all things African 
and to indulge in a platform that celebrates African 
vibrancy, dynamism and globalism through 
music”, adds Zama Buthelezi.

The concert series will be presented under the 
Live @The Market brand that was launched in 
2013 and is presented at the Market Theatre in 
association with Transnet and Soul Brothers PTY 
(Ltd).
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LIVE AT THE MARKET 
THEATRE … 

Make reservations for your visits to the Market Theatre so much easier. With 
one glance at the table below you can now see the start and end date for each 

production season. For more details about the productions visit the 
Market Theatre Foundation website www.markettheatre.co.za, 

www.webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store. 

For block bookings call 
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950

SHOW AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Fool For Love 17 09

Museum of Lungs 06 - 09

Monsieur Ibrahim en die Blomme van 
die Koran 14 01

Trade Fair 16 - 23

Soul Brothers 21 - 23

Zwakala Festival 04 - 07

You Fool How Can the Sky Fall 28 28

King Leopald 12 11

The Little Prince 10 – 25 



FOOL FOR LOVE
Fool for Love, written by American playwright 

and actor Sam Shepard, focuses on May and 
Eddie, former lovers who have met again in a 
motel in the desert. The “fools” in the play are 
battling lovers at a run-down Mojave Desert 
motel. May is staying at the motel when an old 
flame, Eddie, shows up. Eddie tries to convince 
May to come back to him and live in a trailer on a 
farm in Wyoming that Eddie has always wanted 
to buy and where he has always imagined living 
with May. May vehemently refuses. She says 
that she has absolutely no interest in living with 
Eddie under such circumstances, that she has a 
job and started a new life and knows that if she 
goes back to Eddie their relationship will repeat 

the same destructive cycle it has followed before. 
Fool for Love is directed by Janice Honeyman. 

Dates
 Friday 17 August – 
 Sunday 9 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 Mannie Manim 
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MONSIEUR IBRAHIM EN DIE 
BLOMME VAN DIE KORAN 

David Minnaar plays all the characters 
exceptionally – Momo, Ibrahim, women of the 
street, his mother and father. By slightly turning 
his hand, raising or intensifying his tone of voice, 
these people stand before your mind’s eye. 
The Jewish Quarter in Paris, 1960. Momo is a 
troubled Jewish boy finds an unlikely friend in a 
Muslin shop owner, Monsieur Ebrahim. 

Momo’s hilarious but heart-breaking; story 
begins when he loses his virginity in a brothel 
at the age of 11. Ibrahim provides refuge for 
Momo, gives advice and gradually teaches the 
precocious child, that there is more to life than 
prostitution and stealing groceries.

When Momo’s father – a passive, aggressive 
lawyer who neglects his son – disappears and 

is found dead, Ibrahim adopts Momo. The two 
decide to embark on a tour through Europe to 
Monsieur Ibrahim’s place of birth, which brings 
them to the most important crossroad in their 
lives. As this comical and excellent story unfolds, 
it shows how the most important lessons about 
life and death are learnt when we least expect it.

 

Dates
 Friday 14 September 
 Sunday 01 October 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon
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MUSEUM OF LUNGS 
MUSEUM OF LUNGS is a musical 

documentary performance that excavates 
archive material and mixes intimate confession 
with haunted histories to convey vulnerability as a 
core of strength, and illness as a site of resistance 
and transformation.  

In contemporary South Africa, where 
tuberculosis is endemic, a writer tells her personal 
story of living with undiagnosed TB for years 
before receiving treatment. She asks questions 
about the precariousness of our individual and 
collective bodies, highlighting the colonial and 
systemic racial structures as well as the violence 
of our healthcare and political systems.  

The writer Stacy Hardy, her puppet 
doppelganger and musicians and composers 

Neo Muyanga and Nancy Mounir collaborate 
with director Laila Soliman to create a multi-vocal 
performance of love, loneliness, fragility, and 
death, addressing the fundamentally impossible 
bravery of being alive and being human, today.

 

Dates
 Thursday 06  September -
 Sunday 09 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:15
 Sunday - 15:15

Venue 
 The Barney Simon
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SEPEREKISI
DIE PLAAS JAPPIE SE LEWE 

Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana latest offering 
SEPEREKISI -- die plaas jappie se lewe will 
premiere at the Market Theatre for a limited 
season during the Heritage Month celebrations. 
Seperekisi is a dramatic account of a group 
of villagers who leave their homes for the 
neighboring farms in pursuit of greener pastures.

SEPEREKISI die plaas jappie se lewe is written 
by Katlego Kaygee Letsholonyana and is 
performed primarily in Setswana and Afrikaans 
harmoniously bringing together different styles 
of performance to portray the living conditions 
of farm workers from Dinokana village who 
have very little at their disposal. Their journey for 
greener pastures kwa seperekising is about all 
seeking for just a little bit of what they can call 
their own.

Dates
 Friday 14 September 
 Sunday 16 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The Ramolao Makhene
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SOUL BROTHERS 
Hot on the heels of the first successful Jazzy 

July music series last month the Market Theatre 
is offering music-lovers another spectacular 
celebration of culture and heritage with the Soul 
Brothers live in concert. Johannesburg audiences 
will experience a magical music experience 
with the legendary mbaqanga award winning 
ensemble, Soul Brothers, during a three-day 
musical journey from 21 – 23 September 2018. 

“This is not just any ordinary music 
programming. It’s a selection of carefully 
curated music genres that will perform across 
all Market Theatre spaces including the iconic 
Kippies music venue reminiscent of the days 
when Jozi’s audience could enjoy listening to 
different bands”, says Zama Buthelezi, the Brand 
& Communications Manager for the Market 
Theatre Foundation.

 

Dates
 Friday 21 September 
 Sunday 23 September 2018 

Time
 Friday - Saturday - 20:00
 Sunday - 15:00

Venue 
 The John Kani
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