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Editor’s
Note

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

(Brand and Communications Manager)

- ©Hoek Swaratlhe

I

n this issue of Market
Buzz we unveil the
Festive Season treat
starring internationally
acclaimed legend Dr John
Kani. The Lion and the Lamb
is revived after ten years is set
to set the stage on fire until 22
December

groundbreaking partnership
with Ub’dope Shishini, a
residency spearheaded by Jeff
Tshabalala. Jeff was recently
announced as the Standard
Bank Young Artist for Theatre to
affirm that the Market Theatre
is at the heart of unearthing
young talent.

The enormous milestones
achieved this year has
positioned the Market Photo
Workshop as Africa’s shining
light in photography. We share
the spotlight on the successes.

On the next issue of Market
Buzz we will unveil the exciting
2020 first quarter programme
for all our business units of the
Market Theatre Foundation.

The
Market
Theatre
Foundation
signed
a
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The Lion and
the Lamb
Musical To
Set The Stage
Alight With
Angelic
Voices And
World Class
Acting

The Lion and The Lamb, a hugely successful
musical play originally created by John Kani and
Barney Simon, comes back after decade to kick
off the festive season at the Market Theatre from
Friday 22 November – 22 December 2019. John
Kani will reprise his leading role in a performance
that will see the telling of the biblically-based story
of Christ’s life brought vibrantly to life on stage in
the John Kani Theatre.
Multi award winning director James Ngcobo
will for the first time in his illustrious career direct
the remarkable actor John Kani in his role as
the main narrator in what promises to be an
exhilarating reimagined production. Jazz and
gospel powerhouse Nokukhanya Dlamini who
was part of the original production comes back in
her role as lead singer.
The Lion and the Lamb is based on one of
the greatest stories ever told. It is the journey of
Jesus the child, the boy, the man and Jesus the
son of God. It is a story for everyone young and
old. The production was last produced by the
Market Theatre in 2009 and received much critical
acclaim.

“It’s never easy to reimagine any classic but I
am blessed to work with giants like John Kani and
Nokukhanya Dlamini who were part of the original
cast. It makes my tasks much easier to undertake.
My vision for the 2019 restaging of The Lion and
the Lamb is to add young talented actors and
musicians to blow up the musicality and acting in
the production. I am blessed to have found some
of the finest actors who will be taking the baton
from John Kani in roles as supporting storytellers.
I am looking at breathing new life to a classic play
handled with the delicateness that it deserves and
to give young voices an opportunity to take on
the baton from John Kani”, said James Ngcobo

“The Lion and the Lamb is
based on one of the greatest
stories ever told. It is the
journey of Jesus the child,
the boy, the man and Jesus
the son of God. It is a story
for everyone young and old.
The production was last
produced by the Market
Theatre in 2009 and received
much critical acclaim.”

“Since it was first staged The Lion and the Lamb
has managed to deliver sold out performances.
This speaks to the unparalleled quality production
it has been and will continue to be. Audiences
can look forward to spiritually charged evenings
of praise and worship”, added James Ngcobo
The narrative will be accompanied by a
collage of traditional Gospel and International
Gospel Songbook. Songs that are familiar with
churchgoers and that celebrate the musical
prowess of the country have been carefully
chosen to accompany and underscore the stories
from the parables. Some songs will be a direct
extension of the stories.
John Kani will be supported by some of South
Africa’s best vocal voices including Nokukhanya
Dlamini, Gugu Shezi and Nomfundo Dlamini.
In addition there will be the highly acclaimed
Lerato Gwebu, Lerato Mvelase, and the singing
sensation, Itumeleng Tshabane and the brilliant
guitarist, Avril Mkansi. They will all be backed by
a four-piece band under the musical directorship
of the renowned musician, Tshepo Mngoma. The
production will also a include a stunning set and
visuals.
Book your tickets now for a night to remember.
For special discounted tickets call any one of
the Market Theatre Foundation’s audience
development team who will assist you with
making your booking. Alternatively, book directly
on www.webticket.co.za .

- Penny Morris & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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ohn Kani is a Special Ambassador at the
Market Theatre and the founding fathers
of the Market Theatre Laboratory. John
Kani’s history with the Market Theatre
dates back to the 1970’s and his name his given
gravitas to the Market Theatre. The last two
years have seen the living legend get the most
coveted roles like playing the voice of Rafiki on
the Disney’s 2019 remake of The Lion King. In
2018 one the biggest Marvel movies the Black
Panther where he played T’challa’s father.

Toni Award
Winner To
Headline
Festive Season
At The Market
Theatre

John Kani is a celebrated international actor
whose career stretches five decades. Kani stellar
performances won him Tony and Obie Awardwinning performances in the plays Sizwe Banzi Is
Dead and The Island — which he also co-wrote.
The world tour of the latter included Paris (Théâtre
des Bouffes du Nord), Stockholm (Stadsteatern),
Montreal, and Washington, DC (Kennedy Center),
and both shows recently enjoyed American and
South African revivals. Kani also received an Olivier
Award nomination for My Children! My Africa!
Besides his appearances with Stratford-uponAvon’s Royal Shakespeare Company (The Tempest,
Hamlet, Kunene and the King), his London-area
theatre credits include Sizwe Banzi Is Dead, The
Island (Evening Standard Award nomination),
Waiting for Godot, Master Harold and the Boys,
and Playland.
Fugard Theatre So Ry Miss Daisy, produced by
Saartjie Botha; Kunene and the King at The Baxter
Theatre Centre Antigone in Cape Town and at
Market Theatre The Train Driver, The Blood Knot,
Driving Miss Daisy, The Native Who Caused All the
Trouble, Othello, The Lion and the Lamb, Sizwe
Banzi Is Dead, The sland, Waiting For Godot, The
Death of Bessie Smith, Playland, Duet For One, My
Children! My Africa! Hedda Gabler, The Dance of
Death, and Ladies and Gentlemen, Shakespeare!

As a playwright, Kani’s art has also travelled the
world with Nothing But the Truth a play that is now
in the curriculum in South African schools. He has
three Fleur du Cap Theatre Awards under his belt,
an Excellence in International Theatre Award, five
Naledi Theatre Awards and the Olive Schreiner
Prize, with productions mounted at Grahamstown
National Arts Festival, The Baxter Theatre Centre,
The Market Theatre, The Sydney Opera House,
Port Elizabeth Opera House, and Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts (the play also toured New York
and Australia). Meanwhile, Bogota Arts Festival
selection Missing completed a tour of South Africa,
with a UK leg forthcoming.
Countless awards and honors have been
bestowed on Kani throughout his extraordinary
career, among them honorary doctorates from the
University of Durban Westville, Rhodes University,
The University of Cape Town, and Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University; the Hiroshima Peace
Culture Foundation Award; and the Fleur du
Cap Theatre Award for lifetime achievement and
most recently Stellenbosch University honorary
doctorate.
In 2005, he received the pregisigous Order of
Ikamanga from the President of the Republic of
South Africa, recognizing his contribution in the
struggle for the liberation of his country through
his work in the arts.

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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ulu Mlangeni the first recipient of the
annual Sophie Mgcina Award has been
roped in to choreograph the Lion and
the Lamb. Lulu is a celebrated dancer
and choreographer who got her break in the
industry by winning So you think you can Dance
on SABC1. Since then Lulu has worked with
some of the biggest names in the dance industry
Gregory Maqoma, PJ Shabaga to name a few
and this year was awarded the Standard Bank
Young Artist award in Dance.
Lulu will be putting her magic touch on the
revived the Lion and the Lamb starring the
legendary Dr John Kani directed for the first time
by award winning James Ngcobo.

L

overs of religious music will be in for
a treat this Christmas season when
Nokykhanya Dlamini adds her powerful
voice to the cast of The Lion and The
Lamb in the Market’s John Kani Theatre from 22
November – 22 December. Nokukhanya has
been an integral part of this religious production
since its inception in the ‘80’s and her extraordinary
vocal range has greatly added to the musicality of
the production.

Ngcobo conceived the Sophie Mgcina awards
in an effort to unearth young talent and give a
platform to showcase their works.

Sophie Mgcina
Recipient
Choreographs
The Lion And
The Lamb
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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It’s clear that Ngcobo has a neck for finding
these young stars as all the recipients of the
Sophie Mgcina award take the industry by storm.
Khayelihle Dom Gumede is now a television script
writer, producer and director, making his mark in
the popular television series Grassroots. In 2017
Sonia Radebe was named the Standard Bank
Young artist for dance after bagging the Sophie
Mgcina award in 2016. Without a question one
of the young women making huge waves in the
theatre industry currently Lesedi Job. The 2018
recipient was Anje Cronje a visual artist.
Ironically Sophie Mgcina was also part of the
originally cast as a singer in the Lion and the Lamb.

Nokukhanya
Dlamini Praises
In Song
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

Audiences will thoroughly enjoy and feel a
strong spiritual attachment to the production and
will be uplifted through the message and the
music.
In this recreation of The Lion and the Lamb the
Artistic Director has blended traditional hymns
and original gospels songs.
The music has infectious melodies with beautiful
rhythmic sounds that perfectly blend with John
Kani’s powerful narration of the story of Christ’s life.
Nokukhanya Dlamini is a contemporary afro
jazz vocalist representing one of the finest voices
in the new generation of jazz musicians and her
solos in The Lion and The Lamb are some of the
highlights of the production.

27 October - 10 October 2019

11

RKET

M

AT RE

DATION

arket Photo Workshop was
announced as the winner of
the prestigious 2018 Principal
Prince Clause Award. The Award
honors outstanding achievements in the field
of culture and development and is presented
annually to individuals, groups and organization
whose cultural actions have a positive impact on
the development of their societies. The Prince
Clause Award fund that was awarded to Market
Photo Workshop is currently playing a huge role
in developing staff, curriculum and programmes.
Since the award, The Market Photo workshop staff
has travelled across the continent to give workshop
and masterclasses to different organization.

Market Photo
Workshop,
A Home For
Compelling
Visual
Storytelling
Through
Photography
- Cebisile Mbonani
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October 2019, staff member Patrick Selemani
and our Alumni Pamela Tulizo, travelled to
Lubumbashi, DRC to give workshops and
masterclasses in the DRC to invited photographers
as part of the 2019 Lubumbashi Biennale
educational programme. The Market Photo
Workshop in partnership with Atelier Picha as part
of the Biennale de Lubumbashi 2019 educational
programme in the DRC hosted a workshop on
photography.
The programme, facilitated by Patrick Selemani
and assisted by our alumni Pamela Tulizo, aimed
to support and prepare photographers based in
Lubumbashi for the creative, conceptual, technical
and professional demands of photographic
practice. It, also, provided participants with the
structure and support necessary to develop
an independent and self-motivated body of
photographic work.

Fulufhelo Mobadi, a graduate of the Market
Photo Workshop Photojournalism Programme in
2012, is a Curator, projects manager and practicing
photographer based in Johannesburg. Among a
number of achievements locally and continentally,
Mobadi collaborated with the Zimbabwean
photographer Kresiah Mkhwanzi on a project
exploring issues of rape and the objectification
of women’s bodies. The work produced was
exhibited at the National Gallery of Zimbabwe in
the exhibition titled In my Private Moments.
She was also selected as the winner of the
ASEF Visual Arts Award 2017, a prize created
by the philanthropic arts organization Prospero
World. This award supported a six-week Artist-inResidency programme in Nairobi, Kenya. During
her stay, she worked with an organization called
Access AFYA, and ran photography workshops
with young mothers in the informal settlements
of Mukuru, Nairobi. During the course of the
residency, Mobadi produced a new body of work
titled In Between. She also organized and curated
an exhibition titled To the Women I have Never
Met which displayed the 400 works produced by
the young mothers of Mukuru.
Fulufhelo Mobadi attended 2019 Rencontres
de la photograhie d’Arles Festival, the festival
was founded in 1970 by the Arles photographer
Lucien Clergue, the writer Michel Tournier and
the historian Jean-Maurice Rouquette. Every
summer since 1970, over the course of more than
sixty exhibitions at various of the city’s exceptional
heritage sites, the Rencontres d’Arles has been a
major influence in disseminating the best of world
photography. It sees itself as the melting pot of
contemporary creation. Mobadi is here to tell us
more about the residency, her work and how this
residency will impact her line of work at the Market
Photo Workshop.
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Tell us about yourself and the programme you
recently travelled internationally with for your
project?
I am the Coordinator for the Long Courses at
the Market Photo Workshop, but I also work as
a curator currently specializing in photography.
In August 2019 I was awarded the first curatorial
research fellowship at the Rencontres de la
photograhie d’Arles festival for my project,
entitled “She Bad Bad”. The project investigates
African ideas around contemporary African
photography in relation to documentary
photography with interest specifically on African
female Photographers.
Can you tell us about the experience [Places
you travelled during the programme, people you
meant, and lessons learned during your travel
with the programme]?
I travelled to Arusha, Tanzania as well as Niarobi
Kenya. Initially my research was on women
in Southern and Eastern Africa but I came to
realize, during my travels, that there is a lack in
female representation especially in the Eastern
parts of the continent. The photographers who
were making a mark from these regions were
living outside of the country and creating global
success for themselves. I met Esther Sweeney in
Nairobi who got me in contact with a few other
photographers as well as give me a general sense
of some of the concerns female photographers
experience. Atreria Malinzi was my contact in
Tanzania; she shared a lot about her process as
well as her journey as a conceptual photographer.
All in all the experience really put a solid base on
my research and I could figure out the gaps within
the industry which need to be addressed when
speaking and highlighting the work of African
female photographers.
27 October - 10 October 2019
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How did you join programme? What drew you
to the programme?
I applied for the call online. I was working on
the RMB Unlocked Programmme and realized
that there was very little representation in terms
of photography at the Turbine Art Fair and the
general public hardly bought photographic work.
I decided I wanted to curate only photography as
a next career move. So, when the call came out, I
wrote the proposal and took a chance.
MPW receiving the international Prince Claus
award in 2018, what role would a programme
like this play to Market Photo Workshop projects
and curriculum?
I think a programme like this would be critical in
helping students understand the role of research
within their photographic practice. Adding
Curatorial Practice into the curriculum would
benefit the students into applying their own
research into practice by developing their own
exhibitions and public programs from earlier in
the year.

When it comes to photography and visual
storytelling in SA in general, what are some of
the enduring challenges? Also what are some of
the solutions you would suggest that the practice
of photography or storytelling start looking at?
Some of the challenges in photography
and visual story telling are the lack of female
representation in most institutions of training as
well as on panel discussions and public talks. It
is becoming more evident that there is a lack in
presence of the female gaze within the medium.
I am very conscious on the numbers of men
winning awards and being represented and given
exposure. As a female photographer, I feel there
still needs to be a lot more effort into creating
more opportunities for young women interested
in working with the medium and becoming visual
story tellers.
As MPW embarks on a new decade, what’s the
vision going forward? In terms of its education,
students, subjects and stories?
I hope that a new curriculum can be developed
that is more relevant to the changing atmosphere
around photography. We need more critically
engaged photographers who are willing to use
the medium in more interesting and dynamic
ways.
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Zimkitha
Kumbaca
appointed
Resident
Festival
Director for
27th Zwakala
Festival 2020
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
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The Market Theatre Foundation is delighted to
announce the appointment of Zimkitha Kumbaca
as the new Resident Festival Director of the 27th
Zwakala Festival that will take place from 8 – 9
February 2020.
The Zwakala Festival is the most established
and well-respected theatre festival in Gauteng.
The revamped model of the festival has a much
clearer mission and vision of the festival which is to
develop, nurture and promote new writing talent,
a platform for connecting communities and to
support new writers/directors to connect with
larger audiences.
“My vision for this year’s festival is to make
every group’s journey rich with new discoveries
and filled with new experiences that will enhance
their work as they venture into the next stage of
the competition. Theatre is my passion and being
given this opportunity to watch productions every
day from different communities and change
people’s lives is really an opportunity that I will not
take lightly” said the newly appointed resident
director Zimkitha Kumbaca.

The Market Theatre’s artistic director, James
Ngcobo’s biggest commitment since joining
the theatre five years ago is mentorship. “There
has been a lot of young people who have come
through the different programmes at the theatre
where we have had the opportunity to mentor
and the Zwakala Festival is another avenue that
we are using to extend our mentorship reach to
wider groups or communities. We have mentored
young thespians across different disciplines such
as directing, designing, musical direction etc.
They have been given exciting opportunities at
the foundation” said James Ngcobo.
“Introducing the role of Resident Director for
the Zwakala Festival was a brave move, in my
working with the groups I realised that we needed
a young voice who can help us curate the festival
and work with fieldworkers. Seeing this unfold
has really been a valuable lesson for us on how to
grow the festival each year” added Ngcobo.
Every year a director is attached to the festival
to help with fieldwork, identifying the eight
productions that will be mentored as part the
first phase of the festival. After that process the
director will work with the judges to help find the
winner for the year and then the Resident Director
is expected to work with the winning director to
prepare the production for a run at the Market
Theatre.

The selection is done by the Artistic Director and
is based on how each individual will contribute
to the growth of the festival. This year he has
chosen Zimkitha Kumbaca. Her appointment
was informed by her deep desire for storytelling,
a quality that James found admirable about this
young Director. He felt strongly that she will be at
the forefront to hoist the flag of the Market Theatre
Foundation to maintain the standards that are
attached to the Festival and help to nurture young
directors in honing their voices.
The Zwakala Festival will take place from 8 – 9
February 2020 at the Ramolao Makhene Theatre.

“Introducing the role of
Resident Director for the
Zwakala Festival was a brave
move, in my working with
the groups I realised that we
needed a young voice who
can help us curate the festival
and work with fieldworkers.
Seeing this unfold has really
been a valuable lesson for us
on how to grow the festival
each year”
- James Ngcobo
(Artistic Director of the Market Theatre Foundation)
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Opportunities
to Join
Kwasha!
Theatre
Company in
2020
- Clara Vaughan

K

washa! Theatre Company, launched
in 2018 by the Market Theatre
Laboratory and the Windybrow Arts
Centre, is looking for exceptional
performing arts graduates to join the company in
2020. The purpose of the company is to serve as
a bridge between graduates’ education and their
professional careers.

In its first two years, Kwasha! has been
nominated for two Naledi Awards for The Little
Prince and has won a Bronze Ovation Award and
Best Ensemble Award for Currently (G)old at the
National Arts Festival. Kwasha! has embarked on
two national tours, and participated in numerous
collaborations, including with the Centre for the
Less Good Idea on Umsebenzi Ka Bra Shakes,
and with Theatre Rocket on Deurnis/Uzwalo.
Two productions created by Kwasha! have been
invited on international tours, including to the
United States. This extraordinary start to Kwasha’s
journey bears testament to the value of providing
opportunities for emerging theatre-makers to
work creatively and develop their voices within
the structure of a company.
Theatre-makers who have graduated from a
reputable training institution within the last five
years are eligible to be members of Kwasha! To
apply, submit your CV and a motivation letter
(that clearly states the skills, knowledge and other
attributes that you would be able to contribute
to the company) via email to Rudy Motseatsea
at rudy@marketlab.co.za by 17:00 on Friday 6
December 2019.
Shortlisted applicants will be called by
Wednesday 11 December for an audition in
January. Final decisions will be made by Tuesday
14 January 2020. The company aims to begin
operating from 20 January 2020.

It provides guaranteed employment as a
performer/theatre-maker for ten months and
offers the opportunity to gain professional work
experience and the space to learn and practise
business skills. This is achieved through a
programme of exciting and varied creative projects
and collaborations, resulting in a repertoire of live
performances created by the company over the
year. Included in the programme is opportunities
to make original work that reflects the company’s
unique voices and experiences as young South
Africans, as well as work that challenges the
conventional norms of theatre.
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Ub’dope
Shishini
Residency
Rises To Great
Heights This
November!
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

I

t is barely three months since the Market
Theatre Foundation announced the
Ub’Dope Shishini @ Kippies residency
under the leadership of Jefferson
Tshabalala and he has already scooped one of
the most prestigious awards in the entertainment
industry. Social media has been abuzz since
Jefferson Tshabalala, more affectionally known
in the arts sector as J Bobs, was announced last
week at a glittering ceremony in Sandton as the
2020 Standard Bank Young Artist award winner.
Ub’Dope Shishini @ Kippies is a residency
programme to re-activate the Kippies venue and to
establish it as a hub for creative experimentation to
support entrepreneurial emerging arts visionaries,
out of the box creatives, new work, new voices
and new audiences. Jefferson Tshabalala was
chosen as the inaugural artist for the residency
programme.
“Jefferson combines his unique style of theatremaking with a smart sense of entrepreneurship
that is exciting, cutting edge and innovative. It’s
quite evident that this can be a strong reason why
the National Arts Festival and Standard Bank have
chosen him to join the league of previous winners
who have won this prestigious award”, said
Ismail Mahomed, the CEO of the Market Theatre
Foundation.
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The Standard Bank Young Artist awards were
presented this year to five recipients in the
categories of Music, Theatre, Visual Arts, Dance
and Jazz. Previous winners of the Award are South
African legends William Kentridge, Sibongile
Khumalo, Concorde Nkabinde, Andrew Buckland
and Dada Masilo. In recent years, young innovative
voices who have won the Award are Jade Bowers,
Monageng Motshabi and Neil Coppen.
Since launching the Ub’Dope Shishini @
Kippies residency Jefferson Tshabala has proven
himself in producing high quality experimental
work that has been packing the Kippies venue to
full capacity.
During November, the residency will present
Emmy nominated writer, stand-up comedian, and
actor Mojak Lehoko in an all new one man show
called The First Time for three nights only.
Makhafula Vilakazi will also make his debut
performance with a production called Mandela is
Dead for one night only 16 November 2019. The
show will ask questions that people wish had died
with Mandela - To what extent should we still hold
on to the dream of nonracialism?
Bringing the month of November to its close will
be much anticipated iPhupho L’ka Biko by Qamata
Festival. The production will pay homage to the
legends of Azania, the likes of Madala Kunene,
Miriam Makeba, Kippie Moeketsi, Herbie Tsoaeli
and Moses Molelekwa etc. The Ub’Dope Shishini
@ Kippies residency will also be honouring the
likes of Steve Biko, Thembisile Hani, Robert
Sobukwe, Winnie Madikizela Mandela and other
political icons.
Jefferson Tshabalala will undoubtedly shine as
the newly announced 2020 Standard Bank Young
Artist but until he gets to the National Arts Festival
next year July, he already as his artistic hands full
with creating productions that are loaded with
creativity, experimentation and strong opinions
that challenge the status quo. Audiences have the
next six months to enjoy his artistic brilliance before
he makes his debut on the main programme at
the National Arts Festival in Makhanda.

iPhupho L’ka Biko

***Qamata Festival***
28th - 30th November 2019
Time: 20:15
Day 1 - Imbewu (sowers have been planted
in our lives, some have left us and some are still
amongst us) On this evening we will be paying
homage to the legends of Azania, the likes
of Madala Kunene, Miriam Makeba, Kippie
Moeketsi, Herbie Tsoaeli and Moses Molelekwa
etc. Also, ideologically we will be honouring
the likes of Steve Biko, Thembisile Hani, Robert
Sobukwe, Winnie Madikizela Mandela etc.
Day 2 - Inhlabathi (we are the sons and daughters
of the soil germinating the seeds planted in our
lives) On this evening we will be joined on stage
by the iPhupho L’ka Biko family featuring the likes
of Queer Patra, Makhafula Vilakazi and Hymphatic
Thabs. Also, we will be acknowledging artists who
have contributed to the Azanian music industry.
Honouring the likes of Kwani Experience, The
Brother Moves On and Urban Village.
Day 3 - Umthi (this is our legacy; we shall bear fruits
which have seeds in them yet to be germinated
the future generation) On our last night we will be
purely performing our compositions. A revelation
of what’s happening now and what’s to come in
the future, malifezeke!
Strarring: iPhupho L’ka Biko:
1) Nhlanhla Ngqaqu (bass & music director)
2) Sibusiso Malindzisa (keys)
3) Lebohang Moleleki (drums)
4) Nkululeko Khumalo (guitar)
5) Muhammad Dawjee (tenor/soprano sax)
6) Godfrey Mntambo (alto sax)
7) Athamacwera Ngcaba (trombone)
8) Miseka Gaqa (vocals)
Featured artists:
1) Makhafula Vilakazi (poetry)
2) Siyabonga Mthembu (vocals)
3) Pulane Mafatshe (vocals)
4) Sibusiso Mkhize (vocals)
5) Moeketsi Kgotle (vocals & percussion)
6) Muntu Vilakazi (selekta)
27 October - 10 October 2019
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Exclusive Book
Pan African
Reading Room
– Inspiring A
Culture Of
Reading!
- Keitu Gwangwa & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

I

n an innovative partnership between the
Market Theatre Foundation and Exclusive
Books two reading rooms were launched
at the Windybrow Arts Centre as a hub
for the advancement of Pan-African literature on
July 18, 2017. In 2018 the dynamic partnership
was awarded the BASA Awards in the in-kind
sponsorship category. The Windybrow Arts centre
houses two reading lounges for children and
adults. It has books from all over the continent and
children’s books in every South African language.
On the 8th November 2019 the Windybrow
Arts Centre hosted author Rosie Motene to
reactivate the space and to intensify the Centre’s
commitment of stirring a culture of reading to
Hillbrow. Opening the event with the statement
“Increasing access to books for the Hillbrow
community will encourage adults and children
to read hopefully improve and enrich vocabulary
and knowledge”, was Keitu Gwangwa the head
of the Windybrow Arts Centre, who hopes to have
a number of interactive events at the Windybrow
encouraging people to read.
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This time, the Reading lounge for Adults
welcomes award winning Rosie Motene’ s book
Reclaiming the Soil. In a moving conversation with
Rosie, she presented her best seller and helped
unpack the challenges of inspiring reading in
under resourced areas.
Motene was brought up by a white family for
whom her mother was a domestic worker, in an
environment that was not accommodating of
her difference, naturally when she reached her
teenage years, she spun into an identity crisis.
Motene spent many nights praying she would
wake up as a white girl but since this miracle was
never going to happen, her hair was one of the
key elements to upholding the beauty standards.
Motene recalls the moment she was refused entry
to a public swimming pool and first realised she
was different.
Motene also spoke about the effects of being
distanced from her language and culture. This led
her to make a choice to go back to her biological
parents’ home, while she was outside, she touched
the soil and it was time to reclaim her roots.
Joining us at the event as well, was Smangele
Mathebula, who facilitated a Speed Booking
session, she is the Founder of Madibookeng
– an interactive book initiative. The concept is
inspired by the model of speed dating but in this
case, participants talk about, exchange thoughts
and notes on their favourite books. Among the
participants were UJ students within the area,
Honest Travel Experience guests and connect
TV. The atmosphere was full of laughter, music
and sharing. Madibookeng has a weekly podcast
and hosts reading retreat, one of which has been
planned for the end of November. Smangele’s
innovative initiatives have added a unique hue
to the Johannesburg Literary landscape. The
Windybrow is proud to be partnering with
Madibookeng for the Pan African Reading
lounges, and proud indeed to have hosted these
two phenomenal women.
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Mathews Oahile Rantsoma

M

The Market Buzz has launched a new feature
as part of the Market Laboratory’s 30 year
celebration. The feature is called Where are they
Now?

athews Oahile Rantsoma started
acting in the year 2012 . In 2016
he enrolled to study at the highly
celebrated learning institution
for actors in South Africa, The Market Theatre
Laboratory. Since joining the Market Theatre
Laborator he has starred in Lampedusa Beach
which was directed by an Italian director Raissa
Brighi, HANI THE LEGACY, directed by Leila
Hendriques. Hani the legacy won various awards,
the2017 Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award
and Naledi Award for Best Ensemble 2018. The
love of the Nightingale directed by Nondumiso
Lwazi Msimanga. After graduating he joined
the newly formed KWASHA! Theatre company,
and has been involved in the creation of Ngale
Kwendlu:the other side of the house which was a
site specific project performed at The Windybrow
Art Centre, directed by Tamara Ghurs and Alex
Halligey, following that was COMEDY SA ERRORS
directed by Christopher Betts. The Little Prince
directed by Mwenya Kabwe and Clara Vaughn,
the production went on to be nominated twice at
the Naledi Awards 2018.

Thozama Busakwe the Market Theatre
Laboratory marketing assistant will track 30
alumni to find out what they have been doing
since leaving the Market Lab.

In 2019 he became part of BAPA, a play created
by Teresa Phuti Mojela, Billy Langa and Ntsika
Nxanga, which performed as guest performers at
Centre For The Less Good Idea SEASON 5.

Where are
they now?
Market
Laboratory
Alumnus
- Thozama Busakwe & Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

Thespians behind the award winning brand
that is the Market Lab have paved the way for
upcoming students because they go into the
world with the prestige the name carries. The
Market Lab has produced some of South African
finest actors.
This feature will be a throwback moment that
will keep readers intrigued and informed with
the success stories.

What drives you?
My family I need to take care of my family and
they are the drive behind my hustle
Why are you an actor and why acting?
I am an actor because at some point in my life
I began to lose my self esteem, struggled with
being bullied for a long time. I initially started the
arts as a dancer, when I got exposed to acting in
grade 10, watching a show called “TWO SIDES
OF THE SAME COIN” by Mxolisi Masilela I knew
then I wanted to be an actor.
What hoops did you have to jump through to
get to where you are?
I can’t remember having jumped hoops per se
but I had to let go of inner battles that stopped
me from being social. It’s is only through that, that
I healed from years of bullying.
Do you feel like its easy being an actor in this
era?
I feel like its easy to be an actor in this era
although it is hard to maintain it, because there
are a lot of thing at play: things like social media.
Often you get asked, how many followers do you
have? How you look can also be a factor, “No,
you are too dark” “No, you are too ugly for the
camera” things like that. We are under constant
pressure to look beautiful.
If you had a magic wand. What about the
industry would you change?
I would change the financial situation of this
industry. Actors would get paid WAY more than
they do currently. A lot more.
What message do you have for aspiring actors?
Small achievements are nothing but a step in
the right direction, celebrate them but do not
praise them. It only gets bigger, better, worse and
harder the more you grow in this industry. So save
all the praises for when you are dead; save them
for those you have inspired, they will praise you.
NEVER PRAISE YOURSELF!

What is your fondest memory of the Market
Theatre Laboratory?
My fondest memory of the lab has to be all
the open classes we had, it was always fun and
challenging for most of us. It made us challenge
ourselves. Open class was the best!
Why is the Market Theatre Laboratory a good
space for actors?
The lab is a good space for actors because
it allows them to explore themselves while
equipping them with the skills they need. It allows
growth, mistakes and exploration. But the biggest
thing it does so unconsciously is create families.
Real love for each other
How has the Market Theatre Laboratory
contributed to your growth as an actor?
They have given me an opportunity to home
my talent and has put me on stages I could on
dream on of being on. Its given me the chance to
make a living for my family. For me and the tools
to do that even when I don’t have a job.
What are your plans for the future?
To explore my creative abilities.
Do you have a twitter handle?
No
What is your life motto?
We are allowed to be attacked but not defeated.
How do you think we can better the experiences
of young people in the arts?
Support is the best thing for young people in
the arts, guidance, mentorship, more skills and
business talks and platforms that can be available
to young artists. Festivals that actually give and
offer life to artists. Not just win and you are left
like that
Any parting words?
Love yourself, love the person next to you.
Love the stranger you don’t know
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A BURST OF
COLOUR AND
CELEBRATION
AT THE
MARKET
THEATRE
LABORATORY’S
FINAL YEAR
GRADUATION
- Thozama Busakwe

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory held
a stunning graduation ceremony
were the second year students were
presented with their qualifications.
The second-year spring graduation is one of
four graduation seasons at the Market Theatre
Laboratory each year. The certificates conferred
included in them the following disciplines: Acting,
Mime and physical theatre, theatre making,
movement, voice, singing, theatre in context,
introduction to design, introduction to writing,
introduction to stage management, theatre
studies, introduction to directing, theatre and life
and clowning.
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Throngs of people gather at the Ramolao
Makhene theatre each year to witness the second
year one day spring graduations, for each student
the moment holds a special emotion, feeling and
response. This is a time for them to reflect on the
time that they have spent at the institution and are
expected to create some kind of meaning based
on that experience; a time to celebrate their
craftmanship and to say goodbye to the space
that has harboured them for the longest time.
For Khethukuthula Jele, Chris Djuma and
Ndumiso Mazibuko it was a special day, they had
left their full-time jobs to pursue a career in the
arts and now they were finally being crowned. It
goes without saying though that all the graduates
have a passion for life and have given themselves
selflessly to their craft and to be awarded by the
co-founder of the market theatre laboratory and
special ambassador of the market theatre, Dr
John kani was an honour and a privilege and I
guess a stamp of approval for the new graduates.
Dintshitile Mashile said “For me it was affirmation
of what I do, throughout the year you are in the
space hard at work and you find your voice and to
see my parents come to see me get awarded by
a veteran actor, Dr John Kani, was very affirming.”

In his speech Dr John Kani alluded to the fact
that it is of paramount importance for parents to
support their children in their decisions to study
the arts “ it was not until I came back from New
York that my dad was able to say confidently that
this is my son and he is an actor” said Dr John.
There is a power in actors getting some moral
support from institutions like the market theatre
and stakeholders like Dr John Kani because we all
know how lonely this journey can feel like.
Warren Masemola who is a Market theatre
laboratory Alumni graced the ceremony with his
presence and spoke about how the graduations
have changed since his time at the Market Lab
“ When I look at this theatre today compared to
when I graduated all we got were diaries and I am
happy to see that the graduations have grown to
this magnitude because it is also testament to the
growth of the institution”. The students need to
take up the banner and march forward, they can’t
go back - it can’t remain at words, change comes
through action.

Families and friends proudly cheered on the
special people in their lives as they were capped.
Graduates in turn acknowledged the market
theatre staff and their families; it was a poignant
time for all our students. Here is my message to all
the graduates: My hope is that as a market theatre
laboratory graduate, you will not be afraid to stand
out. Standing out is an uncomfortable exercise
but it is needed, when you set an example the
spell of the status quo is broken. Do not ever
forget that you have a bigger goal and a mandate
to shine your light wherever you go, to create, to
tell and craft stories. To use the tools, you have
been given by the institution to craft a path for
yourself in this cultural industry but also to pave
the way for future generations, to use your voice
for the betterment of our communities. Blessings
to you all!

27 October - 10 October 2019

27

RKET

AT RE

PHOTO
WORKSHOP
19 (End of
Year Student
Exhibition)

A student exhibition from the Market Photo
Workshop that showcases its student cohort
across all courses: namely the Foundation Course,
the Intermediate Course, and the Advanced
Programme in Photography (APP) and the
Photojournalism and Documentary Photography
Programme (PDP).
DATES:
		

Friday 06 December 2019 –
Wednesday 5 February 2020

VENUE:

Gallery 1989

- Khona Dlamini
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The Storyteller of Riverlea explores renowned
South African author Chris Van Wyk’s influences
as a poet, as political activist and writer, his family
life and his battle with cancer. The production
is an homage to his humor, political values and
storytelling abilities, all of which has touched the
lives of everyone who has read his works.

Van Wyk the
storyller of
Riverlea
Van Wyk The Storyteller of Riverlea, created
and performed by well-known South African
actor, Zane Meas and directed by Christo Davids
will premier at the Market Theatre for a limited
season in 2019.

WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
THEATRE
FOUNDATION
30
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The Market Theatre Foundation
where the city’s heart beats! has
launched an exciting and diverse
programme that will offer wide
range of offering for audiences.
For more details about the
productions visit the Market
Theatre
Foundation
website

www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.
webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket
at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832
1641/083 246 4950, Magret on079
656 2340 or Jabulisile on 083 203
0531

Van Wyk grew up in the coloured suburb of
Riverlea, south of Johannesburg, a community
he was later to bring lovingly to life in Shirley,
Goodness and Mercy (2004) and Eggs to Lay,
Chickens to Hatch (2010). He adapted Nelson
Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom into a book
for young readers and wrote a series of short
biographies of liberation struggle figures for
schoolchildren. A Message in the Wind, published
in 1982, won the Maskew Miller Longman Award
for Children’s Literature. His memoirs pay extensive
tribute to the strong and resourceful women in his
family and community, particularly his mother (the
“Shirley” of the title) and grandmother.
Van Wyk pulled no punches when it came to be
castigating racial and social injustice. His writing
gave an insight to the creative spirit at its most
generous, capacious and exuberant.
His humor spoke of: a capacity for resilience and
an irrepressible appetite for life, even in complex
circumstances.
Van Wyk the Storyteller of Riverlea is directed by
Christo Davids who recently wrote and directed
the award-winning play My Seuns at the 2018
Aardklop Festival for which the production won
Best Production, Best Director, Ground-breaking
new work, Best Script and Best Supporting Actor
DATES:
		

Wednesday 13 November –
Sunday 15 December

TIMES:
		

Thursday – Friday 20h15
Sunday 15h15

VENUE:

Mannie Manim Theatre
27 October - 10 October 2019
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The hugely successful musical play, originally
created by Barney Simon and John Kani, has
received much critical acclaim over the years and
in the past featured such singers as Sibongile
Khumalo, Sophie Mgcina, Gloria Bosman, Wendy
Mseleku and Sibongile Mngoma.

DOP is the story of Frank Venter, an ordinary
man. One of thousands in life that a few will know,
and even fewer will remember. Like everyone,
Frank has a story that nobody listens to. It’s not
impressive enough — or is it?
Frank sits in a bar. It’s his birthday. The only
person around is Tim, the barman. Frank is alone
in the bar — the same could be said about his
life. Frank and Tim need something from one
another. Frank needs a soundboard to confirm his
existence, Tim needs the correct words to speak
his heart’s truth.

Although the story is biblically based telling
the story of Christ’s life, The Lion and the Lamb
also incorporates vibrant music from a variety of
sources including mainstream Gospel and AfroAmerican spirituals.
The 2019 season’s production of The Lion and
the Lamb directed by James Ngcobo will see
these two giants coming together for the first
time will see the multi-award-winning actor, John
Kani, reprise his leading role in a performance that
brings the gospels vibrantly to life.

Two strangers start to talk about life, generations,
emigration, dreams (unfulfilled and new ones),
the 1990 Boston Art Heist, rainforests, regret and
how things so often are not as they appear to be.

John Kani will be ably supported by renowned
singers Nokukhanya Dlamini, Lerato Gwebu and
Gugu Shezi just to name a few.
DATES:
		

Friday 29 November –
Sunday 22 December 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday - Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15:15

VENUE:

Mannie Manim Theatre
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The Lion and
the Lamb

DATES:
		

Thursday 9 January –
Sunday 19 January 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15

VENUE:

The Barney Simon

DOP

27 October - 10 October 2019
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Book Launch
Siphiwo Mahala - Red Apple Dreams
- ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Teachers Night &
Boom Zonder Wortels Opening Night
- ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
27 October - 10 October 2019
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