11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019

1

2

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 01

Page 5

Editor’s Note

Page 6

NINA SIMONE
A Legend To Remember

Page 8

Market Theatre Foundation
Programme Volume 1
January 2019

Page 12

A Season of Cutting-Edge
Flemish Dance Comes to
South Africa

Page 14

A Diplomat with a Camera

Page 15

International Personalities
Visit the Market Photo
Workshop

Page 16

Market Photo Worksho
Partners with the Embassy
of Brazil

Page 17

Intermediate Course in
Photography Call for
Applications

Page 18

Advisory Committee for
Windybrow Arts Centre

Page 20

Archiving of the Market
Theatre

Page 22

At the Exclusive Books
Pan-African Reading Room...
11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019

1

Page 24

Mary Mathebula
Employee of the Month

Page 26

Market Theatre Technical
Hiring Service

Page 28
Page 30

Market Theatre Tours
LIVE AT THE
MARKET THEATRE...

THE MARKET BUZZ
TEAM
WRITERS:
Anthony Ezeoke
(Audience Development)
Busi Letwaba
(Receptionist and Tour Guide)
Clara Vaughan
(Market Laboratory Head)
Ismail Mahomed
(Market Theatre Foundation CEO)
Keitu Gwangwa
(Windybrow Arts Centre Head)
Khona Dlamini
(Programmes and Project Manager)
Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
(Senior Publicist)
Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
(Brand and Communications Manager)
Zodwa Shongwe
(Producer)

STORY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT:

Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
(Senior Publicist)

COMPILATION AND PICTURES:
Thato Kobile
(Digital Communications Officer)

EDITORS:
Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
(Brand and Communications Manager)
Ismail Mahomed
(Market Theatre Foundation CEO)

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:
Ryan Lloyd
(Graphic Designer)

PHOTOGRAPHERS:
Michael Phasha
Ngoma Ka Mpahlele
Thandazile Zwelibanzi
Whitney Peters

Cover image © MphoMokgadi

2

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 01

The Market Theatre Foundation is an agency of the

Department of Arts & Culture

T HE

MARKET

T HE AT RE

FOUNDATION

T HE

MARKET

T HE AT RE

T HE

T HE

MARKET

MARKET

LABORATORY

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

T HE AT RE

T HE
WINDYBROW
ARTS CENTRE

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019

3

4

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 01

Editor’s
Note

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

(Brand and Communications Manager)

W

elcome to the
first edition
of BUZZ for
2019.
This
year, we promise to bring you
even more information and
insights into what makes the
Market Theatre Foundation a
leading cultural institution in
South Africa.
Following a tradition started
four years ago, the Market
Theatre Foundation kicks off its
cultural calendar with a Black
History Month production. This
year’s production is Christina
Ham’s play Four Women Nina
Simone, a remarkable tribute
to one of the greatest musical
legends of the American Civil
Rights Movement.

This
dynamic
annual
celebration
of
African
Americans whose legacy is
celebrated globally is made
possible through a partnership
with the US Embassy. This year,
the Market Theatre Foundation
intends bringing over 1500
students to the theatre in an
attempt widen their education
about the history of Black
people.
Black History Month is an
annual observance started in
the US and which has now
become a global phenomenon
to celebrate prominent figures
in the African American
community who have shaped
history. Read more inside.
11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019

5

NINA
SIMONE

RKET

AT RE

A Legend To
Remember
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu
& Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

The Market Theatre and US Mission
in SA celebrate this year’s Black History
Month with the South African premiere of
NINA SIMONE: FOUR WOMEN

L

egendary performer Nina Simone sang
a mix of jazz, blues and folk music in the
1950’s and 60’s, later enjoying a career
resurgence in the ‘80s. A staunch activist in
the Civil Rights Movement, she was known for songs
like Mississippi Goddam, Young, Gifted and Black and
Four Women. While she may be gone, Simone left
a lasting impression on the world of music, art and
activism. She sang to share her truth and her work
still resonates with great emotion and power. Simone
inspired many award-winning performers, including
Aretha Franklin, Lauryn Hill and Joni Mitchell.
On September 16, 1963, the day after the bombing
of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama, Nina Simone shifted her career from artist to
artist–activist as she believed “An artist’s responsibility
is to reflect the times.”
Nina Simone: Four Women, written by Christina
Ham, uses the framework of one of Nina Simone’s
most blistering songs Four Women to give voice to
a group of women who suffered from self-hatred due
to the different hues of their skin. These Matriarchs of
Emancipation carry their songs of praise and protest
deep within their spirits whilst their voices unite in a
chorus to cast out the demon of segregation.
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“Music can’t just be
about the art, but it has
to be an expression of
the good, bad and ugly
in life.”

- Nina Simone from Nina Simone Four Women

Busi Lurayi, Lerato Mvelase, Mona Monyane
Skenjana and Noxolo Dlamini are an all-star cast of
remarkable talents brought together by the Market
Theatre’s Artistic Director, James Ngcobo, for the
South African premiere of Nina Simone: Four Women
at the Market Theatre. Ngcobo’s clever direction of
this production evokes the emotions that four women
went through in this challenging period piece.
Playwright Christina Ham is a graduate of the
University of Southern California and holds a MFA in
Playwriting from the UCLA School of Theatre, Film
and Television where she was a Graduate Opportunity
Fellow. She is a two-time recipient of a McKnight
Fellowship in Playwriting and a Jerome Fellowship
from the Playwrights Centre in Minneapolis. Her plays
have been developed and produced in the US and
internationally.
In presenting the South African premiere of Christina
Ham’s play, the Market Theatre continues its tradition
of presenting high quality and inspiring productions
as the Market Theatre’s annual tribute to Black History
Month. February 2019 marks the fourth Black History
Month production staged at the Market Theatre
with the support of the US Embassy in South Africa.
Previous productions include Lorraine Hansberry’s
Raisin in the Sun, Jeff Stetson’s The Meeting (2017)
and One Night in Miami (2018) by Kemp Powers.
Black History Month is an annual observance in the
United States, Canada and United Kingdom and is
growing globally as a remembrance of iconic people
in the history of the African diaspora.

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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January 2019
- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
& Ismail Mahomed

THEATRE

activism. She sang to share her truth and her work
still resonates with great emotion and power. Simone
inspired an array of award-winning performers,
including Aretha Franklin, Lauryn Hill, Joni Mitchell just
to name a few.
Nina Simone Four Women written by Christina
Ham uses the framework of one of Nina Simone’s
most blistering songs “Four Women” to give voice to
a group of women who suffered from self-hatred due
to the different hues of their skin. These matriarchs of
Emancipation carry their songs of praise and protest
deep within their spirits. These voices of angels unite
in a chorus to cast out the demon of segregation
Date: Friday 1 February - Sunday 24 February 2019
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 and Sunday 15:00
Venue: John Kani

Nina Simone Four Women
Nina Simone sang a mix of jazz, blue and folk
music in the 1950’s and 60’s, later enjoying a career
resurgence in the ‘80s. A staunch activist in the Civil
Rights Movement, she was known for tunes like
‘Mississippi Goddam”, “Young, Gifted and Black”
and “Four Women”. While she may be gone, Simone
left a lasting impression on the world of music, art and

Van Wyk
The Storyteller of Riverlea
Van Wyk The Storyteller of Riverlea, created and
performed by well-known South African actor, Zane
Meas and directed by Christo Davids is premiering at
the Market Theatre for a limited season.
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The Storyteller of Riverlea explores renowned
South African author Chris Van Wyk’s influence as a
poet, as political activist and writer, his family life and
his battle with cancer. The production is an homage
to his humor, political values and storytelling abilities,
all of which has touched the lives of everyone who has
read his works.
Date: Friday 25 January – 24 February 2019
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 and Sunday 15:15
Venue: Mannie Manim

Babylon: Beyond Borders
Babylon: Beyond Borders, will see four extraordinary
theatres from different parts of the globe, each
deeply rooted in its own community, exploring their
relationship to Babylon and its meanings, from land
and exile to migration and language. The outcome is
a performance that takes place simultaneously in each
country and is projected via live stream to London,
New York, Johannesburg and São Paolo.

Nailed
If you want to tell the naked truth about postapartheid South Africa, better do it through fiction.
Author Niq Mhlongo masters this art brilliantly. His
work, Soweto Under the Apricot Tree is a collection
of short stories about contemporary Soweto,
Johannesburg and South Africa in general. The
stories are a fascinating account of township life and
a thought-provoking commentary on post-apartheid
South Africa, which is still grappling with many of the
issues emanating from our past. Nailed based on his
writings is an incubation project supported by the
Department of Arts and Culture
Date: Friday 8 February- Sunday 3 March 2019
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 Sunday 15:15
Venue: Barney Simon

The participating theatres and lead artists are Ruthie
Osterman at the Bush Theatre in London, a worldfamous home for new plays and an internationally
renowned champion of playwrights; Sarah Elizabeth
Charles at the Harlem Stage in New York, an awardwinning performing arts centre that features diverse
local, national, and global artists in music, film,
opera, theatre, dance and literature, Pedro Granato
at Pequeno Ato in São Paulo, an independent
theatre focusing on creating new dramaturgy and
contemporary aesthetics and Mwenya B. Kabwe
working with the second year students at the Market
Theatre Laboratory in Johannesburg.
This ambitious simultaneous performance event
will celebrate the possibilities of experimental crossborder theatre making using technology and live
performance.

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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This exciting theatre-making which is the first
of its kind will see the Market Theatre Laboratory
and its global partners push the boundaries of how
technology and live performance can work together
for cross-border creativity.
Date: Tuesday 12 – 16 Saturday February 2019.
Time: 21:00
Venue: Ramolao Makhene

DANCE

Tribhangi Dance Festival
The Tribhangi Dance Theatre celebrates 30 years
this year --- a milestone for dance and art in South
Africa. Fifteen Gauteng-based dance companies/
schools will be part of the Tribhangi Dance Festival
to open more sustainable spaces for dance and
related arts. The One Spirit theme of the festival will
feature a seamless synergy of cultures blending and
collaborating, clashing and colliding in an exciting
partnership between the Market Theatre Foundation
and the Tribhangi Dance Theatre.
Some of the featured companies are Jhankaar
School of Dance, Moving into Dance, Matchbox
Theatre Collective, Shivangi Dance Company, Darpan,
Nomsa Manaka Dance Studio, Tswane University of
Technology and the Nritya Rupam Academy of Dance
amongst others.
Date: Thursday 28 March to Sunday 31 March
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 Sunday 15:15
Venue: John Kani
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Flemish Dance Festival
Contemporary dance from Flanders has a large
international resonance. The 1980’s saw the explosion
of a radical and creative dance scene in Flanders,
which would earn Brussels the title of contemporary
dance capital in Europe. Anew generation of
choreographers redefined the concept of dance,
developing a new approach towards dance and
leaving a personal imprint which broke traditional
barriers and conceptions, both at home and abroad.
In 2019, South African audiences can experience
this for themselves when three of Flanders’ most
acclaimed choreographers bring their shows to these
shores, showcasing the rich and vibrant artistic talent
of the dance community in Flanders, and engaging
audiences in challenging and thought-provoking
ways.
The South African tour is a collaboration
between Flanders and South Africa, supported
by the Government of Flanders, and brings
three Flemish productions to the stage in
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FOUND

Johannesburg(Market Theatre), Oudtshoorn(Klein
Karoo NasionaleKunstefees) and Cape Town(Baxter
Theatre): Rule of Three by Jan Martens;the boxing/
dance performance (B) by Koen Augustijnen and
Rosalba Torres Guerrero; and Requiem pour L. by
Alain Platel and Fabrizio Cassol. In addition to the
performances, otzher exchanges are organised via
workshops, lectures, debates.
Season Dates:
Rule of Three: 16 March - 17 March
REQUIEM POUR L: 28 May - 29 May
(B): 31 May
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 Sunday 15:15
Venue: John Kani

The Encounter
While we were born as individuals we should thrive
together as a unit. Once we question the power of the
unit it disintegrates and exposes mankind as separate
pockets... some wallow in strength some shudder in
weakness.
Though these traits seem apart they don’t function
separately because for strength to unfold there would
have been an evolution from a weaker point. The
Encounter choreographed by Lulu Mlangeni explores
timelessness of human spiritual ambivalence.
Date: Thursday 21 March to Sunday 24 March 2019
Time: Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 Sunday 15:15
Venue: Mannie Manim

FILM

RapidLion Film Festival
The RapidLion Film Festival premieres the world’s
highest number of films by filmmakers who were
either born in Africa or are members of the African
diaspora. The Festival offers a room for all genres and
lengths of films in the different sections: Feature films
will vie for the RapidLion in the In-Competition section
of the Festival. Shorts will afford African film students
from any film school in the world to compete for the
RapidLion for Best Short Film. Kinder cinema will be
curated to get mums and dads to bring their children
to the Festival. Through Heritage, the RapidLion Film
Festival provides a platform for the screening of South
African films of yesteryear.
Date: Friday 1 March to Sunday 10 March 2019
Time: check www.rapidlion.co.za for the full schedule
Venue: Market Theatre

EXHIBITIONS

Yithi Laba
The internationally celebrated Market Photo
Workshop alumnus Zanele Muholi will curate and
produce an exhibition which will feature the works
by some of the Market Photo Workshop’s early
students such as Seopedi Ruth Motau and influential
photographers and artists such as Berni Searle and
Neo Ntsoma. The exhibition will be a celebration of
25 years of South African constitutional democracy
and the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Market
Photo Workshop.
Opening Date: Thursday 28 February 2019
Closing Date: Monday 15 April 2019
Venue: Photo Workshop Gallery

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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A Season of
Cutting-Edge
Flemish dance
Comes to
South Africa
- Janneke Strijdom

From March to June 2019,
contemporary dance from Flanders
will hit South African stages. Three of
Flanders’ leading dance companies will
showcase their work in Johannesburg,
Oudtshoorn and Cape Town. The first
performance will take place on 16 March
at the Market Theatre in Johannesburg.

© Danny Willems

C

ontemporary dance from Flanders has
a large international resonance. The
1980’s saw the explosion of a radical
and creative dance scene in Flanders,
which would earn Brussels the title of contemporary
dance capital in Europe. A new generation of
choreographers redefined the concept of dance,
developing a new approach towards dance and
leaving a personal imprint which broke traditional
barriers and conceptions, both at home and abroad.
Dance in Flanders has developed many
perspectives since then. Choreographers no longer
come exclusively from Flanders or Brussels, and
international influences and collaborations have
added their own eclectic interpretations to the mix.
Prominent South African choreographers Dada
Masilo, Gregory Maqoma, George Khumalo and
Moya Michael are amongst those who have received
training and worked in Brussels. What does remain
is the independent and unique spirit of those earlier
days, transformed and continuously evolving.
In 2019, South African audiences can experience
this for themselves when three of Flanders’ most
acclaimed choreographers will bring their shows to
these shores, showcasing the rich and vibrant artistic
talent of the dance community in Flanders, and
engaging audiences in challenging and thoughtprovoking ways.
The South African tour is a collaboration between
Flanders and South Africa, supported by the
Government of Flanders to bring three Flemish
productions to the stage in Johannesburg (Market
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Theatre), Oudtshoorn (Klein Karoo Nasionale
Kunstefees) and Cape Town(Baxter Theatre):
Rule of Three by Jan Martens;the boxing/dance
performance (B) by Koen Augustijnen and Rosalba
Torres Guerrero; and Requiem pour L. by Alain Platel
and Fabrizio Cassol. In addition to the performances,
other exchanges are organised via workshops,
lectures, debates.

© Danny Willems

In Rule of Three, Flemish choreographer Jan
Martens blends storytelling with live music to create
a night-club vibe combined with the feeling of
getting lost in the pages of a book, with the result
of a stunning dance piece that is loud, bright and
brilliant.
A succession of dance tableaux unfolds with
surprises lurking at every corner, unrelated short scenes
give impressions of the profusion of information we
are constantly subjected to. American drummer
and producer NAH sets the score for the entire
performance mixing live and programmed drums
with manipulated sounds, establishing a unique
atmosphere where music, lights and movement,
interact and overlap in a superb experimental mix.

© PhileDeprez

RULE OF THREE by GRIP | Jan Martens in
collaboration with NAH Dancers:
Steven Michel, Courtney Robertson,
Daniel Mussett
https://vimeo.com/243145059

The layering of rhythm, light and music creates a
variety of landscapes that might just as easily exude
the sweet whiff of nonchalance as set bodies alight.
Rule of Three is rebellious and fiery, it unleashes an
untamed meditation on the contrasts of our era:
numbness and explosion, the decided upon and the
intuitive, the heart and the mind. The production will
have its African premiere on Saturday 16 March 2019
at the Market Theatre.
Follow the next edition of BUZZ for details of the
full season.

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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Diplomat
with a
Camera
- Mika Conradie

- Photographs: ©Ngoma
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A

n exhibition by
the Ambassador
of the Embassy
of Russia on
South Africa, Mikhail Petrakov,
a practicing photographer
featuring his personal bodies
of work produced both in East
Europe and South Africa ran for
a short season at the Market
Photo Workshop. Photographs
of his work has previously been
exhibited at the National Arts
Festival.
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Top:
Aaron Yeboah
Junior – Ghanaian
visual designer
and Founder of
African Lens

L

ast month, leading
international
personalities visited
the Market Photo
Workshop in a dynamic series
of workshops and seminars.
The founding director of Color
Balance Images, Dr. Stacie CC
led a series of workshops and
masterclasses across two days.
Dr Graham also participated
in
the
Market
Photo
Workshop’s portfolio reviews

Bottom:
Dr Stacie CC
Graham –
Founding Director
of Color Balance
Images

with selected photographers
and participants from the 2018
DAC Photography Incubator
Programme. The workshops
included professional practice
concerns such as finding your
creative path, lead by Ghanaian
visual designer and Founder of
African Lens Aaron Yeboah.
Candice
Jansen
led
workshops in smart phone
photography and archiving in
the digital era.

International
Personalities
Visit the
Market
Photo
Workshop
- Mika Conradie
(Manager: Public Programmes and
Development)

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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Market Photo
Workshop
partners with
the Embassy
of Brazil
- Mika Conradie

(Manager: Public Programmes and Development)
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W

aste Land is a 2010 BritishBrazilian documentary film
directed by Lucy Walker. The
film chronicles artist Vik Muniz,
who travels to the world’s largest landfill, Jardim
Gramacho outside Rio de Janeiro, to collaborate
with a lively group of catadores of recyclable
materials, who find a way to the most prestigious
auction house in London via the surprising
transformation of refuse into contemporary art.
The catadores work in a co-operative founded
and led by Sebastião Carlos Dos Santos, the
ACAMJG, or Association of Pickers of Jardim
Gramacho, who dreamed of improving life for his
community. The money created by the selling of
the artworks was given back to the catadores and
the ACAMJG, as well as the prize money from
the film awards, to help the catadores and their
community.
The film premiered at the 2010 Sundance Film
Festival and went on to be nominated for the
Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature,
as well as win over 50 other film awards including
the International Documentary Association’s
Best Documentary Award, which was handed to
director Lucy Walker inside a garbage bag.
Earlier this month the Market Photo Workshop
partnered with the Embassy of Brazil to offer a
free screening of the documentary Wastelands.
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Intermediate Course
Image ©Gopolang Thage_
Marketphotoworkshop_IC 18-01_
Envorinmental portrait 0008

T

he
Intermediate
Course at the
Market
Photo
Workshop aims to
prepare students about the
more creative, conceptual,
technical and professional
demands of photography.
Students or photographers
who are interested in the course
can apply for bursaries which
have been made available.

Intermediate
Course in
Photography
Call for
Applications
- Mika Conradie
(Manager: Public Programmes and
Development)

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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Advisory
Committee for
Windybrow
Arts Centre
- Ismail Mahomed

- Photographs: ©Michael Phasha - Africa Day 2018

T

he Market Theatre Foundation
will soon announce an Advisory
Committee that will provide strategic
advice and informed feedback about
developing and promoting the Windybrow
Arts Centre as a vibrant community arts centre
for Pan-African arts & cultural expression and
engagement.

Located in Doornfontein, on the border of
Hillbrow, the Windybrow Arts Centre is the
newest addition to the 42-year Market Theatre
Foundation family. The Centre holds the
potential of being positioned alongside the
Market Theatre, Market Theatre Laboratory and
Market Photo Workshop as a leader in the arts
and cultural field. With more than 300 awards for
artistic excellence and human rights the Market
Theatre Foundation’s three business units have
an excellent artistic reputation and a sound track
record for social relevance and engagement.
The Advisory Committee will comprise of
a range of experts, reflecting the diversity of
Johannesburg’s population, who have an interest
in the ongoing development of arts and culture
within the city; and whose insights into how the
Windybrow Arts Centre can become a vibrant
hub for research, performances and exchanges
with artists from across the continent.
Meetings of the Advisory Committee will be
held on a monthly basis and will also include
the CEO of the Market Theatre Foundation, the
Head of the Windybrow Arts Centre and the
Head of the Market Theatre Foundation’s Brand
& Communications Manager. The Advisory
Committee will be a sub-committee of the Market
Theatre Foundation’s Artistic Committee.
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Archiving of
the Market
Theatre
- Lehlohonolo Shale

WHEN MEETING AT THE MARKET MEANT
NO PLAY.

unbeknown to my interlocutor (probably 10 years
old), she was expressing what all great theatre, in my
view, is supposed to do: tell a story which is imbued
with actions that transform characters in the process.

“Tell her they are just playing. They are playing
right?” a young theatre patron asks me the other day
at a viewing at the Market Theatre in Newtown.

This analogy is best captured by the two-faced
mask which symbolises the craft. One face is smiling
and the other is frowning.

This scene of the two girls, one consoling the other,
makes me reminisce about my timeout at the famous
theatre after my parents had booked us to see the
musical Sarafina. This was in the mid-eighties and
South Africa was in turmoil. By then I scantily observed
that theatre had the ability to move one emotionally.
However, after witnessing the rebellious scenes
onstage I knew that theatre had the ability to move
one to action.

I have since relocated to Cape Town for further
studies and my favourite parting shot to fellow
Joburgers is: “Let’s meet at the Market.” During
its heyday the slogan meant: “Let’s do everything
in our might to change South Africa.” It reflected a
commitment on the speakers to annihilate the pariah
state.

The cast of the show included actress Leleti Khumalo,
Idols judge Somizi Mhlongo and singer/actress Baby
Cele. Today the three can be seen on both the small
screen and the celluloid holding their turf. I guess,

20
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It is within this context that my graduation at the
Market Theatre Laboratory last year came with a
sense of nostalgia as the ceremony took place at
the Barney Simon. I was one of the attendees of the
inaugural playwriting course under the tutelage of
playwright Omphile Molusi. The primary aim of the
course is to unearth writing talent in underserved
communities in our country. Together with John Kani
and Mannie Mannim, Simon is the founder of the
Market. So, for me it was a coming to full circle of a
young impressionable little boy riding roller blades at
the Mary Fitzgerald square, which was adjacent, the
theatre, during the turbulent eighties. It is no wonder
that I still insist, “Let’s meet at the Market.” I can safely
say that I am now an alumnus of the resistance stages.
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At the
Exclusive
Books PanAfrican
Reading
Room …

YBROW

CENTRE

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

The Exclusive Books Pan-African
Reading Room, based at the
Windybrow Arts Centre, offers an
interesting collection of literature
written by authors from the African
diaspora. The Exclusive Books Reading
Room is open to the public every
weekday from 10:00 to 16:00.
Inspired by singer and activist, Nina
Simone who is the feature of the
Market Theatre’s 2019 Black History
Month programme, BUZZ celebrates
South Africa’s very own activist,
Albertina Sisulu.

Albertina Sisulu

Abridged by Sindiwe Magona and
Elinor Sisulu
Albertina Sisulu is revered by South Africans as the
true mother of the nation. A survivor of the golden
age of the African National Congress, whose life
with the second most important figure in the ANC
exemplified the underpinning role of women in the
struggle against apartheid.
In 1944 she was the sole woman at the inaugural
meeting of the radical offshoot of the ANC, the Youth
League, with Walter Sisulu, Nelson Mandela, Oliver
Tambo and Anton Lembede in the vanguard. Her
final years were spent in an unpretentious house in the
former white Johannesburg suburb of Linden.
A friend said of her, “she treated everybody alike.
But her main concern was the welfare of our women
and children.” This abridged account of Sisulu’s
overflowing life provides a fresh understanding of an
iconic figure of South African history.
This new abridged memoir is written by Sindiwe
Magona, one of South Africa’s most prolific authors,
and Elinor Sisulu, writer, activist and daughter-in-law
of Albertina.
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In our lifetime Walter and Albertina Sisulu
Written by Elinor Sisulu

For more than five decades Walter and Albertina Sisulu were at the forefront of the struggle against apartheid.
As secretary-general of the ANC, Walter was sentenced to life imprisonment with Nelson Mandela in 1964 and
spent 26 years in prison until his release in 1989. While her husband and his colleagues were in jail, Albertina played
a crucial role in keeping the ANC alive underground, and in the 1980s was co-President of the United Democratic
Front. Their story has been one of persecution, bitter struggle and painful separation. But it is also one of patience,
hope and enduring love.

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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Employee of the
Month
- Thato Kobile
- Photograph: ©Morris Mohanoe

B

orn Mary Mathebula in Meyerton location
in 1965, Mary Mathebula attended school
in Chaiwelo before getting married and
moving into her own house where it later
burnt down. After a good few years of and labour she
got to it back to how she wished it to look.
She now reside in Orange Farm and is quite content
with her life’s journey as it is ticks down towards
retirement.
“I’m more than ready to welcome my new and
exciting start to a retiree like many of my friends. My
experience in the work environment spans a little over
two decades as a cleaner”, she says.
This year marks the 21st anniversary since raking up
employment at the Windybrow Arts Centre.
What drives you to wake up in the morning and
come to work?
In the beginning it was a case of me wanting a job.
Any job for that matter, but life has a way of pushing
you into a job you are meant to do. And the place
for me to do that job is the Windybrow Arts Centre.
Having found a second home at the Windybrow the
passion I feel towards this space is what motivates me
to be here Monday to Friday. It feels as though it is my

own home. I feel a sense of pride when everything is
cleaned and gleaming; especially when people from
all walks of life visit the space and they admire how
neat it is. I get a satisfaction that I also have contributed
in my own way using my talent in this space.
What does your job entail?
Sweeping, vacuuming, mopping the floor,
emptying trash cans, servicing restrooms and wiping
down offices, boardrooms and the kitchen surfaces,
tackling heavy cleaning jobs upon request, ensuring
outside walkways remain clear and free of debris, and
notifying my manager of any repairs that I see are
needed in and around the building.
Where do you see yourself in 5 years?
This question does not apply to me. I see myself
sitting under a mango tree with my mother in Limpopo
province and just talking about what is ailing her and
how we can remedy that in her old age. Making jokes
and reminiscing about my youth days.
I will also be starting a pensioner’s club where the
elderly can come together for exercise and dietary
advice. I will not be a typical pensioner who is lazing
around at home. I’ll be busy with projects and activities
that will keep my mind sharp.
Given a chance to change one thing in the Arts and
Culture industry, what would it be?
A lot needs to change, but the first change is in
the leadership of this country. Leaders need to be
accountable whether you’re a president, minister or
an admin personnel we all need to account. Once
that is established all the little tweaking that needs to
happen in the industry will take shape. The change
in the attitudes of people in this industry also needs
to change. The artists and administrators must start
seeing this industry as a business that allows them
freedom of creativity more than it just being a creative
space. They must be in the business of arts, crafts and
entertainment. Only then will change take effect.
What do you do when you’re not at work?
I do church, I’m part of a lot of committees at church
I also get to interact with the women in my areas where
I live. We have planned vacations and enjoy our time.
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Market
Theatre
Technical
Hiring Service
- Hailey Kingston-Chisholm

The Market Theatre’s Costume, Prop and Staging
Workshop offers a huge selection of exclusive and
imported costumes at affordable rates.
“Most of the props and costumes stored in
our facilities are from previous Market Theatre
productions. We offer our services for TV, film and
theatre productions, schools and colleges and
amateur theatre organisations around Gauteng”,
says Hailey Kingston, the Head of the Market Theatre
Foundation’s production unit.
Discover a wide range of costumes with more than
5000 costumes, from Shakespearean, period dresses,
Tailored suites, Russian Uniforms, RSA police vests
to every day wear and a wide range of costumes,
furniture props, staging equipment and workshop
space for set building.
“Our rates are competitive, offering discounts
foreducational institutions and sliding scale rate for
longer hires. Costumes may be reserved for up to four
weeks, however we ask for confirmation one week
prior to collection”, says Hailey.

The prop and furniture store have a wide range of
goods from chairs, tables, steps, doors, period phones,
goblets, books, plates, tins and the list continue. The
Market Theatre, has also, recently purchased new
dance mats in black or grey, which are also available
for hire
Also available for hire are rostra (2400 x 1000 units
with heights of 300, 450, 600 and 900), suitable for
indoor use.
“We are able to offer crew and transport at an
additional cost. We welcome you to book an
appointment and explore the Market Theatre stores”,
says Hailey.
The Market Theatre has a fully- equipped workshop
for set and prop making.
“We also offer our space to schools, theatre and film
students, theatre practitioners, prop makers and set
builders for set building and prop making. Our 10m x
6m space is ideal to paint scenic backdrops for school
performances. If crew are required to assist with the
build, we can include this as an additional service in
the quotation”, says Hailey
“We offer a friendly and efficient service to a variety
of customers including schools and universities,
theatre companies – both professional and amateur,
film, television and video companies, marketing and
publishing companies and event organisers. Our
hire fees are very competitive, offering educational
discounts and a sliding scale for longer hires”, she
adds.
The Market Theatre Foundation’s hiring service is
situated on the corner of Gerard Sekoto and Lillian
Ngoyi street. Appointments for viewing, bookings
and enquiries can be made by calling Hailey Kingston
at the Market Theatre on 011 832 1641 or by emailing
her at haileyk@markettheatre.co.za
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Market
Theatre Tours

Global Entrepreneurs go on
tour of the Market Theatre
- Busi Letwaba

S

tudents
from
Ember’s
Global
entrepreneurs Program from the USA in
association with Tswelopele joined in a
tour of the Market Theatre Foundation.
The visit was organized by Bridget Mokoena, a
Market Laboratory alumnus.
Tswelopele Bridgette Mokoena is an aspiring artist
and theatre maker who is on a mission to use the arts
to make a difference in society. She also dreams of
using her background in accountancy to empower
artists to believe in their craft and themselves as their
own brand and empire.
The Globalpreneurs Program is a bi-annual shortterm and free study abroad experience.

Ember launched its inaugural and innovative
project for low income, “at-risk” upper middle school
students (Grades 7 and 8) that integrates global social
entrepreneurship with culturally relevant pedagogy to
inspire and cultivate the next generation of innovative
and community problem solvers.
The program provided students with an opportunity
to learn and grow as social entrepreneurs through
engaging with peers and social entrepreneurs
from their host countries using design thinking to
co-develop solutions to the persistent and mutual
challenges they face in their communities and society
at large.
The students spend 4 to 8 weeks traveling abroad
with teachers and staff and meet with local students,
educators, social entrepreneurs and leaders in-country
to learn, explore and design potential solutions for the
social, economic and cultural problems that continue
to impact on the vicious cycle of generational poverty
and which negatively afflict historically marginalized
and oppressed people and communities everywhere.
The student visited the Market Theatre Foundation
and got to experience what it is like to be on stage.
They also got to learn about the history of the Market
Theatre and participated in a workshop that was
hosted by 2 Market Theatre Laboratory alumni, Billy
Langa and Mahlatsi Mokgonyana.
To book for a tour of the Market Theatre Foundation
please Busi at 0118321641
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LIVE AT THE
MARKET
THEATRE …
SHOW

Chris van Wyk the Storyteller of
Riverlea
Four Women: Nina Simone
Nailed
Babylon: Beyond Borders
Tribhangi Dance Festival
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Make reservations for your visits to the Market
Theatre so much easier. With one glance at the table
below you can now see the start and end date for
each production season. For more details about the
productions visit the Market Theatre Foundation
website www.markettheatre.co.za, www.webtickets.
co.za or buy your ticket at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832 1641/083 246 4950

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

25

24

MARCH

1-24
8

3

12 - 26
28 - 31

11 February 2018 - 24 February 2019
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