


Hunter Gatherers

Four life-long friends who share a wedding 
anniversary are having their annual dinner get-
together. Lines between ancient rituals and 
urban living blur as an animal sacrifice kicks 
off the celebrations, followed by a little more 
deception, sex, revelations, wrestling and 
dancing than previous years. A darkly comic 
evening where horror and hilarity are the ideal 
antidote to the sterility of the modern Joburg 
lifestyle. Oh, and not everyone lives long 
enough to enjoy the brownies for dessert…

Date: 
Tuesday 9 April - 
Sunday 14 April 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 
Saturday & Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Mannie Manim

TH
EA

TR
E APRIL

Strange Lands

In 1966, Dimitri Tsafendas assassinated 
Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, the 
founder and architect of Apartheid. 
Whether this was an act motivated by 
madness, or whether it was an action 
inspired by a political consciousness 
has been the subject of debate for 
decades. Was Dimitri a confused loner, 
or was he a courageous freedom fighter? 
This thoroughly researched production 
presents the possibility that the deeply 
troubled Tsafendas may have been a sane 
man living in a strange land. 

Strange Lands is an important work 
which seeks to restore South Africa’s 
repressed memory, while reflecting on 
contemporary concerns around issues of 
racial identification. It builds on the iconic 
docu-drama Living in Strange Lands (2001), 
which has been revised and extended to 
reflect new information which has since 
come to light.

Date: 
Friday 24 May - 
Sunday 16 June 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Barney Simon 

MAY

Spring 1944, seven Soldiers have been 
captured by the Nazis, stripped naked and 
abandoned in the locked empty cellar of 
a monastery. Deprived of all ties to their 
world, the prisoners redefine their concept 
of order and human nature. In order to 
survive, the men resort to murder and 
cannibalism.

Die 
Rypmaakkamer
Date: 
Friday 7 June - 
Sunday 30 June 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani 

JUNE



Mnquma

Choreographed by David April this dance 
piece goes in a quest of intersecting 
narratives to connect with our roots. 

Date: 
Thursday 2 May - 
Saturday 5 May 2019

Time:
Thursday - Saturday 20:15

Venue:
Barney Simon

Flemish Dance in SA
Date: 
Requiem Pour L 
Tuesday 28 May - Wednesday 29 May  
(B) 
Friday 31 May - Sunday 1 June

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani

Flanders-based Les Ballets C de la B are world-
renowned for their collaborative ventures and 
breaking down conventional barriers while 
placing multiculturalism at the epicentre of each 
work they create. Requiem pour L. confirms this 
in the best possible way: Mozart’s emblematic 
swan song provides the perfect condition for 
an unprecedented fusing of musical traditions 
from lands across Europe and Africa. Under 
the direction of composer Fabrizio Cassol, 
fourteen musicians from different continents 
reworked Mozart’s Requiem fusing the classical 
masterpiece with jazz, opera, popular African 

Legaga

An exploration of memory, dreams and 
nightmares told through movement, song 
and text. Choreographed by Teresa Phuti.

Date: 
Thursday 9 May - 
Saturday 12 May 2019

Time:
Thursday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Barney Simon

EXIT/EXIST

Choreographed by Gregory Maqoma

The core of this piece is memory; rephrasing 
the notion of existence and the notion of 
simply existing in order to exist. Exit/Exist 
takes a moment to pause; to look back; to 
rewind the tape to the days when the tapestry 
of South Africa was about the collision of 
biographies. Maqoma, a renowned chief of 
the Xhosa nation is at odds with the English 
over the possession of cattle. The animosity 
that was brewing at the time left us with a 
body of work that Vuyani Dance Theatre has 
used in putting together Exit/Exist.

Date: 
Thursday 9 May - 
Sunday 19 May 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani

frontières

Frontières is a production of personal story 
telling focused on migration. It interrogates 
the   ‘authenticity of voice’, as actors tell the 
stories collected and told to the writer by 
migrants from Zimbabwe, Mozambique, the 
DRC and Somalia/South Sudan/Eritrea. The 
actors come from the country in question and 
speak in a range of different languages, which 
will be used and translated in the performance. 
The themes and images are borders, fences, 
walls, bribes, detention, cages, borders of 
the mind, protection of colonial borders. 
frontières gives voice to people as individuals, 
far removed from the images of hundreds of 
people, walking, on boats, in rivers,  - moving, 
faceless, nameless. The play is intimate and 
envelopes the audience, ‘it could be me’.

Date: 
Friday 14 June - 
Sunday 30 June 2019

Time:
Tuesday - Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
John Kani 

DANCE music, and lyrics in Latin, Lingala and Swahili. 
Director and choreographer Alain Platel 
augments this modern interpretation by 
visually and physically translating the images 
and associations the requiem evokes from the 
funeral hymn to the mass grave in which Mozart 
himself was dumped to build a visual world of 
death and ritual for the musicians and dancers 
to inhabit. Requiem pour L and (B) is a deeply 
philosophical work that translates our anxieties 
about mortality into art and poignantly offers 
a glorification of the lives and deaths that we 
cannot control.



International Jazz Day SA programme 
curated by Sibongile Khumalo with 
a theme “Carrying Roots through 
Routes. Re-imagining Taiwa”. This 
event is a prominent lead up to 2020 
International Jazz Day when the world 
will descend upon South Africa.

INTERNATIONAL 
JAZZ DAY SA 
ABAVUMI JAZZ 
CHORAL AND 
DRUM
Date: 
Saturday 21 April 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
John Kani 

MUSIC

Date: 
Thursday 16 May - 
Wednesday 31 July 2019 

The Market Photo Workshop is 
honoured to host the personal 
collection of Kewpie, a hairdresser 
and drag queen who lived in cape 
Town’s District Six. This exhibition is 
in partnership with the GALA Queer 
Archives at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. The exhibition will be 
augmented with public programmes 
that will be scheduled during the 
duration of the exhibition

KEWPIE: 
DAUGHTER OF 
DISTRICT SIX

EXHIBITIONS

Date: 
Saturday 30 March - 
Saturday 5 May 2019 

The projects produced in the fourth 
Photography Incubator Programme 
probe and explore these little 
attended ‘markets’, spaces where 
ideas within and on photography may 
be shared or traded. The incubates 
have used this opportunity to question 
the proliferation of the image in 
our contemporary setting whilst 
also investigating the poor reflexes 
evident in archiving and historicizing 
images created for personal use and 
expression.
 

OFF-MARKET/
OFF TO 
MARKET…
An exhibition by the Photo Incubator: 
Edition Four participants

Date: 
Wednesday 12 June -
Sunday 30 June 2019

The Ntethelelo Foundation in 
collaboration with the Market Photo 
Workshop is conducting a 6-month 
photography outreach-training 
programme with young Womyn in 
an informal settlement of Sitjwetla 
just outside Alexandra Township. 
These young Womyn come from a 
neglected community that places 
them in vulnerable situations daily. 
This training programme is aimed 
at helping them build resilience 
through photography and theatre of 
the oppressed techniques including 
other art mediums. The photography 
element is designed to enhance their 
critical thinking and reading skills, thus 
afford them these critical skills to best 
present their lived experiences and 
hopes through visual narratives. The 
training programme will end in June 
2019.

NTETHELELO 
FOUNDATION 
YOUTH 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
OUTREACH 
EXHIBITION

Date: 
Thursday 16 May - 
Wednesday 31 July 2019 

The multimedium exhibition will 
be showcasing Madagascar based 

MALAGASY 
ART  CULTURE 
PROGRAMME 
AT WINDYBROW ARTS CENTRE

photographer Rahalimana Gilbert’s 
family photo archive, as well, 
alumnus of Market Photo Workshop 
Rabearivelo Tsioharana’s current 
personal project involving the tight 
knit Malagasy community living in 
South Africa. The archival images from 
Rahalimana covers the period around 
the independence of Madagascar 
reflecting on the aesthetics of families 
pre and post-independence. This 
photographic presentation will be 
supported by a short documentary film 
which will present memories of living 
elders who are in these photographic 
archives, including exquisite works of 
embroidery which are a predominant 
practice in Madagascar.



Following successful workshops 
in previous years with the Market 
Laboratory students, Spanish 
playmaker Iker Oritz de Zerate returns 
to Johannesburg to work with the 
Market Theatre Laboratory students as 
well as stage his one man performance 
Dossier so Now? Theatre for two 
nights only. 

DOSSIER SO 
NOW?
by Iker Oritz de Zerate

Date: 
Thursday 24 April & 
Friday 25 April 2019

Time:
19:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

STUDENT 
THEATRE

The Market Theatre Laboratory hosts 
an informal reading of new works from 
Playwrights. The staged readings offers 
the audience a chance to engage new 
work in development;  and for writers 
and their collaborators to develop 
work with audiences in mind. Entrance 
for these events is free. 

STAGED 
READINGS
Date: 
Tuesday 2 April

Time:
15:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

BOOK 
& TALK 

EVENTS
Together with Monageng ‘Vice’ 
Motshabi, the Market Theatre 
Laboratory has compiled and created 
a book of contemporary South African 
monologues and scenes with the 
intention of giving performing arts 
students a new range of relevant work 
to cut their teeth on. The anthology 
contains work that has thoughtfully 
been selected to be inclusive of a 
diversity of languages, characters 
and subject matters that reflect our 
modern South African society from 
some of South Africa’s most interesting 
emerging and established playwrights. 
Join us at the launch when Kwasha 
Theatre Company will be performing 
selected pieces from the anthology.

ANTHOLOGY 
OF SCENES AND 
MONOLOGUES
Date: 
Thursday 6 June 2019

Time:
18:30

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene Theatre

Windybrow arts centre collaborates 
with Dibookeng, founded by Smangele 
Mathebula for this year’s first Speed 
Date a book event. A speed booking 
session among passionate readers 
sharing their favourite pages in a 
speed date session.

DIBOOKENG : 
SPEED DATE A 
BOOK
Date: 
Saturday 6 April 2019

Time:
13:00

Venue:
Windybrow Arts Centre

CHILDREN’S 
PARLIAMENT
Date: 
Wednesday 15 June 2019

Children are invited to engage in a 
discussion with Windybrow youth 
about what kind of leaders they would 
like to be.

Time:
11:00

Venue:
Windybrow Arts Centre

STREET 
THEATRE

Kwasha! Theatre Company in 
collaboration with the Centre for 
the Less Good Idea will work with 
acclaimed Austrian performance artist 
Oliver Hangl on a choreographed 
street performance that will enliven 
the streets of Maboneng. 

MABONENG 
STREET 
PERFORMANCE
Date: 
Saturday 6 April 2019

Time:
14:00

Venue:
Fox Street, Maboneng



MULTI- 
DISCIPLINARY

Afrofuturism is the theme for an 
afternoon of exploring African cuisine 
in and around the Hillbrow area in 
a food market, accompanied by a 
fashion and crafts market.

AFRICOUTURE-
AFRICUISINE 
Date: 
Saturday 18 May 2019

Time:
12:00 - 16:00

Venue:
Windybrow Arts Centre

Mending the Middle Passage Dialogue 
followed by musical performances 

EXPLORING THE 
DIASPORA
Date: 
Saturday 25 May 2019

Time:
11:00 - 16:00

Venue:
Windybrow Arts Centre

ON TOUR

The Market Photo Workshop will be 
exhibiting a selection of work from 
alumni at the Bronx Documentary 
Centre in New York. This exhibition 
will showcase the work of the 
Photojournalism and Documentary 
Photography Programme students 
that was created from 2014 – 2018. 
The work will give New Yorkers a 
glimpse into the social, political, 
economic, cultural and religious 
climate of Johannesburg and outlying 
areas within this period. 

BRONX 
DOCUMENTARY 
CENTRE
Opening: Sunday 17 April 2019
Closing: Tuesday 26 May 2019

2nd Year Laboratory Students at 
National Arts Festival directed by Chris 
Djuma and Dintshitile Mashile.
The 2nd year Market Theatre 
Laboratory students will take an all 
new devised work to the National Arts 
Festival in Makhanda (Grahamstown)
Where do news headlines go to 
die? One moment the headline is 
everywhere and can’t be escaped, 
and then the next moment it has 
disappeared. Le Journal looks at 
the world of the neglected newsreel 
and the disposability of these news 
subjects to explore themes of identity, 
propaganda, individuality, control and 
agency. Le Journal asks the question 
whether the news is used to serve or 
control the people?

LE JOURNAL
Date: 
Thursday 27 June -
Saturday 29 June 2019

Venue:
National Arts Festival

Devised & Performed by Kwasha 
Drama Company | Directed by 

CURRENTLY 
(G)OLD
Date: 
Thursday 18 April -
Sunday 21 April 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
POP Art Theatre

under the guidance of professional 
directors, How to Crack a Coconut 
directed by Khutjio Green and written 
by Market Theatre Laboratory alumni 
Ncumisa Ndimendi and (working title 
TBC) directed by Maude Sandham. 

As part of this partnership, the Students 
are put through the paces of a ‘Business 
in theatre’ course where they learn the 
essential skills required to produce 
independent theatre, at the same time 
as making the works. 

Now in a 5th year of a flourishing 
partnership between The Market 
Theatre Laboratory and the POPArt 
Theatre, the Market Theatre Laboratory 
is proud to present two brand new works 
at POPArt this May. Performed by the 
Market Theatre Lab 2nd year students 

MARKET THEATRE 
LABORATORY AND 
POPART PRESENT A 
SEASON OF WORK 
AT POPART
Date: 
Thursday 2 May -
Sunday 12 May 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
POP Art Theatre

Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi & Aalliyah 
Matintela | Mentored by Prince Lamla 

Following the success of their run at 
the Ramolao Makhene Theatre during 
Human Rights week, the Kwasha 
Theatre Company bring their brand 
new work to the POPArt Theatre in 
Maboneng. Does the youth of South 
Africa know what their Human Rights 
are? 
Set against the backdrop of South 
Africa’s current socio-political context 
this play explores how young South 
Africans perceive their Human Rights. 
The play uses satire to interrogate and 
at times ridicule their relevance in real 
life.




