


Die 
Rypmaakkamer
Date: 
Tuesday 11 June - 
Sunday 30 June 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani

TH
EA

TR
E

Spring 1944, seven Soldiers have been 
captured by the Nazis, stripped naked and 
abandoned in the locked empty cellar of 
a monastery. Deprived of all ties to their 
world, the prisoners redefine their concept 
of order and human nature. In order to 
survive, the men resort to murder and 
cannibalism.



frontières

Written by Bobby Rodwell
Mentor Director: Bobby Rodwell
Mentee Director: Mmabatho Montsho

frontières is a production of personal story 
telling focused on migration. It interrogates the   
‘authenticity of voice’, as actors tell the stories 
collected and told to the writer by migrants 
from Zimbabwe, Mozambique, the DRC and 
Simalia/South Sudan/Eritrea. The actors come 
from the country in question and speak in a 
range of different languages, which will be 
used and translated in the performance. The 

Date: 
Friday 14 June - 
Sunday 7 July 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
Mannie Manim

themes and images are borders, fences, walls, 
bribes, detention, cages, borders of the mind, 
protection of colonial borders. 

It is essentially Pan African perspective to 
migration and, speaks to the situation of 
African foreign nationals when they arrive in 
South Africa. frontières gives voice to people 
as individuals, far removed from the images 
of hundreds of people, walking, on boats, in 
rivers, - moving, faceless, nameless. The play 
is intimate and envelopes the audience, ‘it 
could be me’. The styles will be entertaining, 
multimedia, physical with the main focus 
on the authentic stories told by high profile 
actors.

An Extraordinarily 
Ordinary Life
Date: 
Friday 26 June - 
Sunday 14 July 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Barney Simon



Concept and performance by Jervis Pennington
Director: Nic Leonidas and Jervis Pennington

Jervis Pennington began his song writing 
career as lead-singer of his 80’s pop group 
The Soft Shoes. The group won the 1983 
TV Talent Show ‘Follow that Star’ with their 
song ‘Elvis Astaire’, written by Jervis, which 
went to No 1 on several radio stations. The 
group sold over 100,000 records. Later, as 
General Manager of EMI’s South African 
music label, CCP Records, he managed the 
careers of artists such as Brenda Fassie. His 
songs written for The Capetonians mark 
a return to pop after writing the songs 
and scripts for several successful musical 
theatre productions.

Written by Chigozie Obioma
Adapted by Gbolahan Obisesan
Directed by James Ngcobo

A maze, an innocence and a childhood. Four 
brothers Ike,  Boja,  Obembe and Ben growing 
up in Akure, Western Nigeria. This tale unfolds 
in a little town where these brothers are caught 
up in a whirlwind of growing up. Through the 
eyes of these brothers, we experience the 
streets that are teeming with people and how 
these boys view these biographies.

Oli Oma, the river that runs through this 
village. The turbulent year, the events that 
followed, the stolen childhood, the strength 
that comes with family. Chigozie Obioma 
weaves this delicate story with colourful 
characters and allows the reader to travel to 
that pocket of Nigeria.

What happens next is an almost mythic event 
whose impact-both tragic and redemptive-
will transcend the lives and imaginations of 
the book’s characters and readers.

The Fishermen
Date: 
Wednesday 12 July - 
Sunday 4 August 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Mannie Manim

The Almost 
Complete McCoy 
Mrubata
Date: 
Friday 5 July 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
John Kani



McCoy Mrubata got his first recording deal 
In 1988 and released his debut album the 
following year. This year 2019 and 30 years 
later, McCoy has released his 15th solo album 
“Brasskap Session Sessions Volume 3”.

McCoy plans to have a big concert celebrating  
his 60th birthday and to commemorate 30 
years as recording artist and reunite with some 
of the musicians he worked with early in his 
music career and also feature his current band 
and the guests he’s recorded with in some of 
his albums. He will feature 15 musicians but 
not all on stage at the same time except when 
doing a finale.

Jazzy July

Jazz performances live at the Market. The 
series features the recipients of the Standard 
Bank Young Artist recipients for Jazz

Date: 
Saturday 6 July - 
Saturday 20 July 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani

ATKV-Tienertoneel

Experience young talent, innovation and 
inspiration at ATKV-Tienertoneel this year 
when high school theatre companies paint 
Johannesburg red during the regional festival.
 
A total of 220 high school theatre groups from 
across South Africa will participate in this year’s 
ATKV-Tienertoneel Competition: a platform 
for the development of young theatre talent 
and audiences. This is the 55th year that the 
ATKV’s (Afrikaanse Taal- en Kultuurvereniging) 
oldest project will be presented. 
 
The Johannesburg regional festival is 
presented at The Market Theatre. Admission 
is free and each evening starts at 16:00. There 
will be roughly 10 high school theatre plays 
competing on stage.

Date: 
Tuesday 23 July - 
Saturday 27 July 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
John Kani

Phenomenal 
Women

Conceptualized and directed by James 
Ngcobo Phenomenal Women  is set to 
delight audiences this Women’s month. 
The title inspired by Maya Angelou’s  poem 
Phenomenal Woman. This production is a 
collage of works written and sung by some of 
the brave and inspirational  women from across 
the globe, whose contribution to a plethora of 
human rights issues,  politics and culture, left a 
lasting impact in the world order.
 
The 90 minute tribute and remembrance of 
these fallen heroines will celebrate the lives and 
works, of women like Maya Angelou, Miriam 
Makeba, Sarah Vaughn, Ingrid Jonker, Dorothy 
Masuka, Miriam Tladi, Abigail Kubheka, Liz 
Wright, Lebo Mathosa, Tsakani ‘TK’ Mhinga, 
Dee Dee Bridgewaterand Bessie Head.

Date: 
Wednesday 7 August 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
John Kani



Venus VS 
Modernity

Venus VS Modernity, a didactic ensemble 
of the summarized life events of Saartjie 
Baartman. Documented previously as the 
victim of firstly adverse conditions as a slave 
in the Cape slave sex camps that existed on 
the coast and then later as a human freak 

Date: 
Tuesday 10 September - 
Friday 27 September 2019

Time:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 
Sunday 15:15

Venue:
Barney Simon

WINDYBROW 
ARTS CENTRE

Dare to dream
Presented by the Windybrow Arts Centre in 
partnership with Vula Amehlo

A youth drama competition supported by 
Connect TV takes young theatre makers from 
Kliptown, Daveyton, and Kempton Park to 
compete for the number 1 spot at this year’s 
Dare2Dream finals. Dare2Dream is in its 11th 
year and will be taking place at the Market 
Theatre this year. This allows the students to 
experience working on a professional stage. 

show in Paris France in the early 1800’s due 
to her ample posterior. Venus VS Modernity 
tackles issues clearly in need of being 
elevated in today’s current framework of 
hyper visibility within the arts industry, but 
more importantly it gives Saartjie Baartman 
a voice never heard before. It brings to the 
fore the importance of documenting the 
stories from spaces previously monopolized 
by anthropologists and historians with often 
inaccurate perspectives or rather, one sided 
interpretations of certain situations.  



MARKET THEATRE 
LABORATORY

Hani: the Legacy 
Date: 
Thursday 13 June - 
Sunday 16 June 2019

Time:
Thursday to Saturday 19:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene

The Market Theatre Laboratory’s Naledi 
Best Ensemble Award and Gold Ovation 
Award winning play returns to the Ramolao 
Makhene Theatre for a limited season in 
celebration of youth month. This exciting 

new-age musical presents the story of 
Chris Hani’s life through the contemporary 
song forms of hip-hop, rap, and ballad. 
Performed by graduates of the Market 
Theatre Laboratory, this production has 
wowed audiences at sold-out seasons in 
Grahamstown and Johannesburg with its 
innovative style and relevant, moving story. 

Tats Nkonzo: 
Cancelled 
Date: 
Thursday 20 June - 
Saturday 22 June 2019



Time:
Thursday to Saturday 20:00 

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene

Modjadji, in 
Absentia

Modjadji, in Absentia is a bilingual 
contemporary theatre production directed and 
produced by Carla Fonseca in collaboration 
with co-director/actor Iman Isaacs. The play 
stars actors Asia McDonald, Indalo Stifle and 
TJ Ngoma, as well as the sound design of 
internationally acclaimed music producer 
Nthato Mokgata (Spoek Mathambo). The 
production is inspired by the enigma of the 
Rain Queen that has formed a fundamental 
part of South African culture, mythology and 
history. Modjadji, The Rain Queen, is said to 
be the living reincarnation of the rain goddess 
who has survived countless transformations, 
to this day. The play is a poetic and poignant 
telling of a story of a few characters and their 
daily transformations, struggles and diverse 
identities living in a country where rape, 
poverty, violence and fear have all become a 
massive epidemic. It examines the complexities 
of a generation in the face of crisis/drought in 
need of transformation/water. A fresh body 
of work with a unique body language and 
performance, accentuated by wit and sadness, 
encompassed by spectacular staging of rituals 
and sound. This play is an honest trace of our 
hidden primal existence in a crippling society.

Date: 
Thursday 24 July - 
Sunday 28 July 2019

Time:
Thursday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene

In his new show, Cancelled, Tats tackles hard 
topics and bares his ignorance on most of them. 
Honesty is the best comedy, he says. “People 
are too scared to be wrong about social issues 
so they are quiet and stay ignorant. I want to 
change that.”

Tats risks being yet another victim of the cancel 
culture, but will go down in a ball of laughs. 
“This is a dummies guide to surviving in 2019. 
And it starts with being honest about the 
fact that nobody knows all the letters of the 
LGBDSTV+ community.”



RedSoil/
Brownsoil 

RedSoil/BrownSoil is an intercontinental 
and interdisciplinary performance project 
supported by Arts & Culture Trust (ACT) 
development grant and Kulturrådet Arts 
Council Norway. It explores the relations we 
have to the land/earth we walk on, using and 
exchanging different work methods of physical 
storytelling, visual theatre, puppetry and our 
cultural, historic and geographical backgrounds 
to explore and unpack the complexities and 
the politics of land, how it affects us those who 
walk on it and the impact it has on those who 
don’t own any of it but yet walk on it every day. 
We are experiencing a meeting of four bodies 
from three different countries coming together 
to challenge the idea of space through 
various distinct forms of performance styles, 
presentations and practices. We believe that 
our individual practises, whether focusing on 
the body of the performer or physical objects 
and materials, share similar possibilities for 
framing, shaping and poeticising space and 
creating imagery, alter the density of the air, 
making the still or invisible come alive with 
breath and movement. 

Date: 
Thursday 1 August - 
Sunday 4 August 2019

Time:
Thursday to Saturday 20:00 
Sunday 15:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene

24 Hours 
in the City 

24 Hours in the City is the POPArt Theatre’s 
annual birthday BASH! Each year over 50 
theatre makers - writers, directors and actors 
- come together to co-create 6 brand new 
short form theatre pieces in honour of POPArt’s 
tradition of staging new works. For their 9th 
annual fest, expect a brand new twist. 

All proceeds go toward the POPArt Bursary at 
the Market Theatre Laboratory.

Date: 
Saturday 17 August 2019

Time:
20:00

Venue:
Ramolao Makhene
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S
Kewpie
Date: 
open until 31 July 2019

Time:
gallery opens from 08:00 till 16:00

Venue:
Market Square

The exhibition features a selection of 
photographs from the Kewpie Photographic 
Collection housed at the GALA Archives in 
Johannesburg.  With over 700 photographic 
prints, it is GALA’s largest photographic 
collection.  Most of the photos were personally 
captioned by Kewpie when the photos were 
transferred to GALA in 1999.Born in 1941, 
Kewpie was a well-known queer figure and 
hairdresser from District Six in the 1960s and 
1970s.  By night, Kewpie was a celebrated 
attendee at drag balls, and would often 
perform on stage. 
 
 
Kewpie’s photographs show the value of 
personal archives in telling potentially lost 
stories. While the narrative of District Six and 
forced removals is relatively well known, the 
personal stories from inhabitants that really 
bring the community and its history to life. 
This has always been the mission of the District 
Six Museum.  With Kewpie, the opportunity 
was given to tell and show a lesser known 
aspect of this lost community, that of its queer 
community, which was largely accepted and 
embraced.



In Jus’this at the 
Photographer’s 
Gallery in the 
Market Theatre 
Complex
Date: 
Closes 31 July 2019

Time:
Gallery opens from 08:00 till 16:00

Venue:
Market Theatre Complex

This documentary project by 2016 Tierney 
Fellow, Celimpilo Mazibuko, confronts historic 
land injustice by examining human settlement 
in South African townships, particularly in 
relation to post-1994 urban planning and 
township development that came in to 
being as part of the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme (RDP). Mazibuko’s 
focus is on documenting ‘’development’’ in his 
community, Palm Ridge, Katlehong, through 
personal experiences of human settlement and 
spatial constraints, questioning the reach of this 
housing policy in the daily lives of residents 25 
years later. 

In Jus’this photographically raises these 
complexities, which Mazibuko’s community 

Not the Usual 
Suspects 
Date: 
Open 28 August 2019

Time:
Gallery opens from 08:00 till 16:00

Venue:
Market Square

An exhibition of works drawn from a multi-
generational group of lens-based practitioners 
who have been associated with the Market 
Photo Workshop since its inception in 1989. 
This exhibition will be across both galleries at 
the Market Square. 

faces on a daily basis, speaking to how the 
community feels about being in a different 
environment. In Jus’this documents Palm 
Ridge at the intersection of daily life and 
development infrastructure, settlement and re-
settlement. 



THE MARKET 
THEATRE 

LABORATORY 
AT THE 

NATIONAL 
ARTS FESTIVAL
For the second year running, the Market 
Theatre Laboratory will be represented on 
the Main, Fringe and Student platforms of the 
National Arts Festival, creating a compelling 
presence and affirming the importance of 
theatre created and performed by young 
people about their contemporary realities. 

Kwasha! Theatre Company, a collaborative 
project with the Windybrow Arts Centre, is 
presenting two productions: 

Currently (G)old
Kwasha!’s self-created work, Currently 
(G)old, directed by company members 
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi and Aalliyah 
Matintela, and mentored by Market 
Theatre Laboratory  alumni Prince Lamla. 
Currently Gold explores how young South 
Africans perceive and exercise their human 
rights, using satire to interrogate and at 
times ridicule their relevance to the lived 
experience of many people in South Africa.  

Directed by: 
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi and Aaliyah Matintela 

Please check: 
http://www.nationalartsfestival.co.za/



Deurnis
DEURnis/Uzwelo will see Kwasha! 
collaborating with Theatrerocket’s award-
winning DEURnis artists on an innovative 
new immersive theatre experience. In this 
site-specific production, solo plays are 
performed in different spaces in a house or 
building for a single audience member at a 
time, making for an extraordinarily intimate 
experience. Each play lasts about 20 
minutes, and the audience members move 
from one space to the next to experience 
different stories taking an honest, often 
sober look at emotional and everyday 
issues. 

Please check: http://www.
nationalartsfestival.co.za/

Le Journal
Where do news headlines go to die? Does 
the news serve or control the people? 
The Market Theatre Laboratory’s final 
year students interrogate this and other 
questions around identity, propaganda, 
individuality, control and agency in Le 
Journal, presented for the first time 
on the National Arts Festival’s student 
theatre platform. The world of the 
neglected newsreel, the headlines that 
are everywhere one moment and gone 
without a trace the next, create a rich and 
relevant world for this exciting new play. 
Last year, the Market Theatre Laboratory 
scooped Best Production in the Student 
Awards for Marose, and this production 
intends to continue the Market Lab’s record 
of presenting excellent and watchable 
student theatre. 

Directed by: 
Dintshitile Mashile and Chris Djuma

Performed by: 
Market Theatre Laboratory  second years

Please check: 
http://www.nationalartsfestival.co.za/

The Market Theatre  Laboratory’s 
second year students are presenting one 
production. 



SC
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SEMBENE 
ACROSS AFRICA! 
A CELEBRATION 
ACROSS THE 
CONTINENT 

50 Screenings 
in 12 countries 
- 16th June, 
Johannesburg



Date: 
Sunday 16 June 2019

Time:
14:00

Venue:
Market Photo Workshop Auditorium

Ousmane  Sembene’s MANDABI (The Money 
Order), a world cinema classic plus the award-
winning documentary SEMBENE !

Sembene (1923-2007),the son of a fisherman, 
was kicked out of school. After working as 
a manual labourer for 15 years, Sembene 
became a novelist and filmmaker. Sembene 
was dedicated to inspiring people, creating 
visionary, profound and subversive stories.

MANDABI (90 mins, 1968)  - After Ibrahima 
Dieng, an illiterate unemployed Senegalese 
man without an official ID, gets a windfall—a 
money order from his street sweeper nephew 
in France for $100—his “friends,” family and 
debtors descend on him. He also finds himself 
dealing with a nightmare bureaucracy designed 
to rob him of both money and dignity. Using 
biting satire the film explores neocolonialism, 
religion and corruption in Senegalese society. 
Mandabi was the first African film shot in an 
African language (Wolof), it was the winner of 
numerous international awards.
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