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Editor’s
Note

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

(Brand and Communications Manager)

I

t’s been a buzz of
activity at the Market
Theatre
Foundation
with the Market Theatre
scooping several awards at the
2019 Naledi Theatre Awards.
The Market Theatre retaining
its long legacy of unearthing
talent and staging cutting edge
theatre.
The
Market
Theatre
Laboratory will be represented
on the Main, Fringe and
Student platforms of the
National Arts Festival, creating
a compelling presence and
affirming the importance of
theatre created and performed
by young people about their
contemporary realities.

Photo Workshop celebrate 30
years since being established.
These milestones will be
celebrated, keep your eye on
Market Buzz for updates.
The Windybrow Arts Centre
to it immediate community
of Hillbrow, has become a
platform for a dynamic artistic
expression for the youth. This
year hosted successful Africa
month celebrations.
The Market Photo Workshop
exhibited in New York read
page 16 for more details.
We look forward to seeing
you, soon.

The
Market
Theatre
Laboratory and the Market
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The Market
Theatre
Laboratory
Continues to
Flourish in
Makhanda
- Clara Vaughan

F

or the second year running, the Market
Theatre Laboratory will be represented
on the Main, Fringe and Student
platforms of the National Arts Festival,
creating a compelling presence and affirming the
importance of theatre created and performed by
young people about their contemporary realities.
Where do news headlines go to die? Does
the news serve or control the people? The
Market Theatre Laboratory’s final year students
interrogate this and other questions around
identity, propaganda, individuality, control and
agency in Le Journal, presented for the first time
on the National Arts Festival’s student theatre
platform. The world of the neglected newsreel,
the headlines that are everywhere one moment
and gone without a trace the next, create a rich
and relevant world for this exciting new play. Last
year, the Market Theatre Laboratory scooped Best
Production in the Student Awards for Marose,

6

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 03

“While this range of
theatre offerings is
diverse in performance
style and content, it is
united in that it offers
original, contemporary
theatre that speaks
to the current reality
of young people in
Johannesburg and
beyond, to festival
audiences.”

Kwasha! will also be presenting their self-created
work, Currently (G)old, directed by company
members Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi and Aalliyah
Matintela, and mentored by Market Theatre
Laboratory alumni Prince Lamla. Currently (G)
old explores how young South Africans perceive
and exercise their human rights, using satire to
interrogate and at times ridicule their relevance
to the lived experience of many people in South
Africa.
While this range of theatre offerings is diverse
in performance style and content, it is united in
that it offers original, contemporary theatre that
speaks to the current reality of young people in
Johannesburg and beyond, to festival audiences.

“For the second year running,
the Market Theatre Laboratory
will be represented on the Main,
Fringe and Student platforms of the
National Arts Festival, creating a
compelling presence and affirming
the importance of theatre created
and performed by young people
about their contemporary realities.”

and this production intends to continue the
Market Theatre Laboratory’s record of presenting
excellent and watchable student theatre.
Kwasha! Theatre Company, a collaborative
project between the Market Theatre Laboratory
and the Windybrow Arts Centre, will be presenting
two exciting works. On the main platform,
DEURnis/Uzwelo will see Kwasha! collaborating
with Theatrerocket’s award-winning DEURnis
artists on an innovative new immersive theatre
experience. In this site-specific production, solo
plays are performed in different spaces in a
house or building for a single audience member
at a time, making for an extraordinarily intimate
experience. Each play lasts about 20 minutes, and
the audience members move from one space to
the next to experience different stories taking
an honest, often sober look at emotional and
everyday issues.

Don’t miss out tag us on our social
media platforms if you are at the
National Arts Festival this year.
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New Theatre
Anthology
Set To Mark
The 30 Years
Milestone For
The Market
Theatre
Laboratory
- Thandeka Nheke and Clara Vuaghan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory,
together with independent publisher
Diartskonageng, have published
Between the Pillar and the Post,
a multi-lingual anthology of contemporary
South African monologues and scenes. This
ground-breaking new collection offers a broad
range of texts, with a particular focus on identities,
languages and themes that are under-represented
in the South African theatre canon. It features 29
of South Africa’s most interesting emerging and
established playwrights, writing in 8 South African
languages.

The intention of this compilation is to reflect the
diversity of South African people in the characters
and conversations on the page, ensuring that
every actor, especially those in student and
audition contexts, has the opportunity to work
with writing they connect to; that feels current,
relatable, and accessible.
Head of the Market Theatre Laboratory,
Clara Vaughan, says, “I am looking forward to
witnessing how this anthology contributes to the
conversation about language in South African
theatre, and most particularly, how it affects our
students’ perceptions of how theatre relates to
their lived experiences, what stories are valid,
and how certain identities are foregrounded or
marginalised.”
Books can be purchased at the Market Theatre
foyer between Tuesday and Saturday from 18:00
till 22:00 or you can order you copy directly from
Thandeka Nheke thandeka@matrketlab.co.za
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Outstanding
Talent And
Excellence
Celebrated At
The Naledi
Theatre
Awards

“I

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

t’s very important for theatres like the
Market Theatre to give young people
a place to create their own work and
for audiences to support it. Theatres
need to invest in the youth and provide them
with a solid ground for their future” said Rudy
Motseatsea, a cast member of Hani : The Legacy in
an acceptance speech at the 15th annual Naledi
Theatre Awards last night.
Hani: The Legacy produced by the Market Theatre

Laboratory won the Best Ensemble Award. Last
year at the National Arts Festival, Hani: The Legacy
scooped the Standard Bank Gold Ovation Award.
The spectacular Naledi Theatre Award night
belonged to young people from the Market
Theatre Foundation. Palesa Mazamisa walked
away with the award for Best New South African
Script for her play Shoes & Coups. The production
also scooped the Best Supporting Actor award
for Sipho Zakwe. Shoes & Coups was funded by
the Department of Arts and Culture’s Incubation

T HE

MAR

PHOTO
WORK

programme which aims to give a platform to
young emerging practitioners.
Zikhona Sodlaka made her professional stage
debut at the Market Theatre in here striking role
as Queenie in the Athol Fugard classic Nongogo
directed by James Ngcobo. So mesmerised
were the Naledi Theatre Awards judges with her
performance that they honoured her with the
Best Actress Award. The Market Theatre’s sound
technician, Ntuthuko Mbuyazi, won the award for
Best Sound Design for Florence.
While newcomers at the Market Theatre made
a firm impression at this year’s award ceremony
they were able to walk hand in hand with seasoned
stalwarts whose creativity also forms the DNA of
the Market Theatre Foundation. Seasoned actress
and director Charmaine Weir Smith won the Best
Director Award for her directorial hand of the
Athol Fugard play The Train Driver which starred
John Kani and Dawid Minnaar. Stan Knight won
the award for Best Set Design for Fool for Love.
Market Theatre Special Ambassador John Kani
received the world Impact Award for his tireless
work in holding high the South African flag with his
international appearances on stage and screen.
“With more than 320 awards acquired over its
42-year history the Market Theatre Foundation
is a leader in both creativity and authentic
storytelling”, said Ismail Mahomed, the CEO
of the Market Theatre Foundation. “The large
number of nominations and awards scooped
by the Market Theatre Foundation at this year’s
prestigious event is evidence of our theatre’s
passion to work with artists who are determined
to raise the bar on South African excellence”.

“With more than 320 awards
acquired over its 42-year history
the Market Theatre Foundation
is a leader in both creativity and
authentic storytelling”
- Ismail Mahomed, (Market Theatre Foundation CEO)

The Market Theatre
Foundation salutes
everyone who won;
and also the board and
judges of the Naledi
Theatre Awards for
recognising and giving
credit to exceptional
South African talent.

The Market Theatre Foundation salutes
everyone who won; and also the board and judges
of the Naledi Theatre Awards for recognising and
giving credit to exceptional South African talent.
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African
Month
Celebrations
at the
Windybrow
Arts Centre

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu and Keitu Gwangwa

T

he Windybrow Arts Centre has fast
positioned itself as the home of
South Africa’s annual Africa Month
celebrations
in
Johannesburg.
Situated in the heart of Africa’s melting pot,
Hillbrow, the Windybrow Arts Centre hosted a
myriad of activities aimed at celebrating this Africa
month. The line-up for this year boasted of Shwi
no Mtekhala, a Malagasy photographer exhibition
and public dialogue.

Under the curation of Head of the Windybrow
Arts Centre Keitu Gwangwa, the inaugural year
2018 and 2019 saw the month of May filled with
activities celebrating Africa and the Diaspora.
Traditional music and dance from Nigeria,
Zimbabwe, Ivory coast and the DRC were
showcased. The multi-disciplinary festival also
hosted, Nigerian Fine Artist Olatunji Sanusi and
Kenyan Photographer Antony Kiminju.
The Windybrow Arts centre is presented
exciting activities at the centre:
• A photographic exhibition and crafts
installation from the people Madagascar
(Madagasikara).
• Exploration of Afro-Latin live music
• Staging a Nigerian Theatrical production.
• Delving in to the culinary arts and creating
fun educational opportunities for the youth
of the surrounding Hillbrow community.

The Windybrow Arts Centre to it immediate
community of Hillbrow, has become a platform
for a dynamic artistic expression for the youth. The
Windybrow Arts Centre seeks to provide quality,
intentional, informative and innovative content to
its immediate audiences and connect the space
to audiences in surrounding suburbs. The Annual
Africa Month Festival has successfully achieved
this since its activation.
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Kewpie:
Daughter of
District Six
- Mika Conradie

T

he vibrant diversity of District Six
comes alive with a new photographic
exhibition about one of the area’s
famously fabulous residents known
simply as Kewpie.
After completing a successful seven month run
at the District Six Museum Homecoming Centre in
Cape Town, the photographic exhibition, Kewpie:
Daughter of District Six is now at the Johannesburg.
The exhibition will run from 17 May to 31 July
2019 in both gallery spaces at the Market Photo
Workshop in Newtown. The Johannesburg
exhibition is a result of the collaboration between
the GALA Archives, District Six Museum and the
Market Photo Workshop, and was made possible
through generous funding from the Norwegian
Embassy in South Africa.
The exhibition features a selection of
photographs from the Kewpie Photographic
Collection housed at the GALA Archives in

Johannesburg. With over 700 photographic
prints, it is GALA’s largest photographic collection.
Most of the photos were personally captioned
by Kewpie when the photos were transferred to
GALA in 1999.
Born in 1941, Kewpie was a well-known queer
figure and hairdresser from District Six. From
what we know, Kewpie’s gender identity was
fluid, and she did not strictly identify as either
male or female. However, both Kewpie and her
friends tended to use feminine pronouns for each
other. Kewpie was a well-known hairdresser in
District Six, and later in Kensington, in Cape Town
in the 1960s and 1970s. By night, Kewpie was
a celebrated attendee at drag balls, and would
often perform on stage.
There are photographs of Kewpie at work in
the salon, photographs of Kewpie and friends
performing and socialising, various portraits of
Kewpie’s friends, lovers and neighbours, images
from parties, snapshots taken of everyday life in
the local area, and photoshoots of Kewpie’s friends
on the streets of District Six. Many images show
Kewpie’s extensive social life and social circle,
both within District Six and further afield. They
also show us the changing physical and political
landscape of District Six and its residents amidst
the travesty of the forced removals of the 1970s.
Kewpie’s photographs show the value of
personal archives in telling potentially lost stories.
While the narrative of District Six and forced
removals is relatively well known, the personal
stories from inhabitants that really bring the
community and its history to life. This has always
been the mission of the District Six Museum.
With Kewpie, the opportunity was given to
tell and show a lesser known aspect of this lost
community, that of its queer community, which
was largely accepted and embraced.
Gallery opens at 08:00 till 16:00 Monday to
Friday.
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A

n exciting new fellowship will provide
researchers, archivists, curators and
students the infrastructural support
and access to photography archives
in the development of new narratives and content.
The Santu Mofokeng Fellowship was announced
last night at the Market Theatre when the 30-year
old Market Photo Workshop was presented with
the prestigious Prince Claus Award.
Starting his career as a street artist, Santu
Mofokeng went on to work as an assistant and
then became a news photographer. Subsequently,
he joined the Afrapix collective and went on to
carve an international career that has won him
glowing accolades which include the Ernest
Cole Award (1991) and the Prince Claus Award
(2009). The Fellowship created by the Market
Photo Workshop will honor Santu Mofokeng’s
photographic legacy.
“The Fellowship is an opportunity to continue
Santu Mofokeng’s love, respect and contribution
to the practice of photography in Africa and the
world”, said Lekgetho Makola, head of the Market
Photo Workshop.
The Santu Mofokeng Fellowship in Photography
will provide an individual or collective with a grant
to develop and complete a proposed work related
to the photography archives and collection in
collaboration with Market Photo Workshop.
“The outcome of the Fellowship shall be
manifested in different forms which includes but
not limited to published research-based books
and journals, photography curriculum content,
curated exhibition and academic based research”,
added Lekgetho Makola.

Fellowship
Will Honour
Legendary
Photographer
Santu
Mofokeng

- Lekgetho Makola

Makola read the following statement from the
Santu Mofokeng Family at the announcement last
night:
“The proposition to name the MPW Prince Claus
funded fellowship after our beloved husband and
father, Santu Mofokeng, in his lifetime is a great
honour and affirming of his contribution and
impact in this field of the arts.
Thank you for inspiring the prospective
recipients and thus enabling them to, in Ntate’s
own words after receiving the Prince Claus award
in 2009, help the recipients work “to gain prestige
and recognition thus lending authority in one’s
own field of expertise.”
Thank you for acknowledging his lifetime
sacrifices and achievements and cementing his
legacy through the support and encouragement
of the next generation of visual storytellers.
We wish the recipient/s all the success.”
This Fellowship will run for the next two years
funded by the Market Photo Workshop from the
monetary prize received from the Prince Claus
Award.
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Market Photo
Workshop
Exhibits At
The Bronx
Documentary
Centre, New
York City
- Khona Dlamini
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T

ransitions:
South Africa is
an
exhibition
comprised
of
work produced by students,
mentorship and fellowship
recipients at the Market
Photo
Workshop
from
2008 to 2018. The images
presented at exhibition aimed
to show the contemporary
role of photography in South
Africa and explore how
photographers who studied at
the Market Photo Workshop
view their communities and the
society at large. This exhibition
honours
Market
Photo
Workshop’s three decades
of photography, multimedia
training programs, and public
programming to help bring
photography to the forefront of
social consciousness in South
Africa and around the world.

The selected images show the
myriad of experiences of South
African life over the selected
10-year period. From political
unrest due to service delivery
failure, student protests over
the
inherited,
exclusivist
tertiary education system and
the contentious issue of land
ownership in a country that is
still grappling with over 350
years of colonialism and land
dispossession. The daily life
of both South Africans and
nationals from the rest of the
continent are revealed through
the informal economic activities
of individuals as they eke out
a living within an economic
climate of high unemployment
rates. Through the faces of
young South Africans, we see
hope, joy and wonder for the
future.
10 June 2019 - 17 June 2019
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STRANGE
LAND
unfolds
repressed
memory
about
Tsafendas
- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

I

n 1966, Dimitri Tsafendas assassinated
Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, the
founder and architect of Apartheid.
Whether this was an act motivated by
madness, or whether it was an action inspired
by a political consciousness has been the
subject of debate for decades. Was Tsafendas a
confused loner, or was he a courageous freedom
fighter? Strange Land is a thoroughly researched
production that presents the possibility that the
deeply troubled Tsafendas may have been a sane
man living in a strange land.
Strange Land formerly called Tsafendas is an

important work which seeks to restore South
Africa’s repressed memory, while reflecting on
contemporary concerns around issues of racial
identification. It builds on the iconic docudrama
Living in Strange Lands (2001), which has been
revised and extended to reflect new information
which has since come to light regarding Dimitri
Tsafendas.

Incorporating archival texts from the life and
trial of Tsafendas, this docudrama uses verbatim
theatre and a shifting backdrop projected images
and texts from his life to portray Tsafendas
struggling to find a place for himself in a world
which has excluded him. The play is a moving
journey through the life of an outsider who is
ostracised, frequently alone; a man driven to
commit a desperate action for which he was to
suffer for the rest of his life.
The text draws on extensive first-hand archival
research, as well as works such as Liza Key’s
television documentary, A Question of Madness,
Penny Siopis installation “Obscure White
Messenger”, Henk van Woerden’s A Mouthful of
Glass, and The Man Who Killed Apartheid: The
Life of Dimitri Tsafendas by Harris Dousemetzis.
Anton Kreuger’s text of the original play was
published as Living in Strange Lands: The Testimony
of Dimitri Tsafendas in 2003 by Playscripts, New
York. It has been performed in several venues
across South Africa, as well as in Buenos Aries and
Caracas. The text was also adapted as a Radio
Drama and broadcast on SAFM in 2019. Later this
year, a Portuguese version will premiere in Brazil.
Strange Land, written by prolific South African
playwright Anton Krueger, will star award winning
actor Renos Spanoudes in a heart wrenching
performance. The production is directed by the
Standard Bank Young Artist, Jade Bowers, as a
reworked and re imagined historical production.

What the critics had to say:
“It’s an impressive production, a moving
performance, and a convincing argument that
Tsafendas wasn’t mad at all.” Said Lesley Stones
“Spanoudes delivers an unforgettable
performance that is utterly flawless and completely
haunting.” Robyn Sassen
Don’t miss out one week left, get your tickets
fast.
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Art of
pARTnership
Each week in Buzz, the Market
Theatre Foundation celebrates
the incredible pARTnerships that
contribute to the growth of this
institution and those whose brand
affiliation contributes to making
the Market Theatre Foundation
a formidable leader in the art of
pARTnership brokering. In this
edition we focus on our partnership
with the Government of Flanders

F

rom March to June 2019, contemporary
dance from Flanders hit South African
stages. Three of Flanders’ leading dance
companies showcased their work at the
Market Theatre. A dynamic partnership between
the government of Flanders and the Market
Theatre Foundation.
Contemporary dance from Flanders has a
large international resonance. The 1980’s saw the
explosion of a radical and creative dance scene
in Flanders, which would earn Brussels the title
of contemporary dance capital in Europe. Anew
generation of choreographers redefined the
concept of dance, developing a new approach
towards dance and leaving a personal imprint
which broke traditional barriers and conceptions,
both at home and abroad.
Dance in Flanders has developed many
perspectives since then. Choreographers no
longer come exclusively from Flanders or Brussels,
and international influences and collaborations
have added their own eclectic interpretations to
the mix. Prominent South African choreographers
Dada Masilo, Gregory Maqoma, George Khumalo
and Moya Michael are amongst those who have
received training and worked in Brussels. What
does remain is the independent and unique
spirit of those earlier days, transformed and
continuously evolving.
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UP CLOSE
AND
PERSONAL
WITH
Shaun
Majozi

Q: What does your job
entail?
I answer reception calls in
the evenings, help patrons with
information about the shows. I
also assist in FOH admin and
maintenance work.
Q: What drives you to wake
up in the morning and come
to work?
What drives me to wake
every morning is the realization
that I’ve come to earth for a
good purpose and that the
world will be a bit of a better
place because I lived in it.

knowledge on how to repair
gadgets, I do body building as
well
Q: Given a chance to
change one thing in the Arts
and Culture industry, what
would it be?
I would encourage more
events that help people
appreciate South African
artistry.
Q: Where do you see
yourself in 5 years.
I see myself teaching
customer service.

Q: What do you do when
you’re not at work?
I mentor the young men
at church. Equip myself with
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In 1966, Dimitri Tsafendas assassinated Prime
Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, the founder and
architect of Apartheid. Whether this was an act
motivated by madness, or whether it was an action
inspired by a political consciousness has been
the subject of debate for decades. Was Dimitri a
confused loner, or was he a courageous freedom
fighter? This thoroughly researched production
presents the possibility that the deeply troubled
Tsafendas may have been a sane man living in a
strange land.
Strange Land is an important work which seeks

Strange Land

to restore South Africa’s repressed memory, while
reflecting on contemporary concerns around
issues of racial identification. It builds on the iconic
docu-drama Living in Strange Lands (2001), which
has been revised and extended to reflect new
information which has since come to light.
.
DATES:
		

Friday 24 May –
Sunday 16 June 2019

TIMES:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 &		
		Sunday 15:15

WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
THEATRE
FOUNDATION
24

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 03

VENUE:
The Market Theatre Foundation
where the city’s heart beats! has
launched an exciting and diverse
programme that will offer wide
range of offering for audiences.
For more details about the
productions visit the Market

Barney Simon

Theatre
Foundation
website
www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.
webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket
at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832
1641/083 246 4950
10 June 2019 - 17 June 2019
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The Market Theatre is producing two distictively
creative masterpieces to mark a Continental
Season. frontières written and mentored by Bobby
Rodwell is directed by Mmabatho Montsho and
The Fishermen written by Chigozie Obieme and
directed by James Ngcobo.

Spring 1944 – Seven Soviet Soldiers have
been captured by the Nazis, stripped naked
and abandoned in the locked empty cellar of
a monastery in Southern Poland. Deprived
of all ties to their world, the prisoners redefine
their concepts of order and human nature. In
order to survive the men, resort to murder and
cannibalism. Breaking rank and breaking flesh
collide - how do they reconcile rank, faith and
dignity in such circumstances? Such is the plot
for Die Rypmaakkamer, a powerful, thoughtprovoking play with moments of dark humour.

Die
Rypmaakkamer

Die Rypmaakkamer is Frans Swart’s adaptation of
David Ian Lee’s The Curing Room. It is a bold and
daring thriller inspired by true events and features
David Konrad, Mauritz Badenhorst, Dirk Joubert,
Anele Situlweni, Gregg Pettigrew, Nathan
Hammond and Zack Mtombeni.

.
DATES:
		

Friday 7 June –
Sunday 30 June 2019

TIMES:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:00 &		
		Sunday 15:00
VENUE:

John Kani

Based on personal testimonies of people from
other parts of Africa who have come to South
Africa, frontières paints a picture of why people
leave their countries. What impact does this
have on their lives? On young people across the
continent? How are they received in South Africa?
The production interrogates the ‘authenticity of
voice’, as actors re-tell the personal testimonies
collected and told to the writer by migrants from
Zimbabwe, the DRC, Cameroon and Somalia ...

frontières

frontières is essentially a Pan African perspective
on migration and coloniality giving intimate voice
to people as individuals, far removed from the
images of hundreds of thousands of people,
walking, on sea, crossing rivers - the faceless and
nameless.

Migrating to neighboring countries happens
because of a search for better economic
opportunities, peace and security. African
economies have recently shown a growth but
that has not filtered down to the youth population
which leads to high numbers of youth migrants.
frontières looks at how people respond to
migration within the continent. frontières speaks to
the borders, both physical and metaphorical that
divide our continent.
.
DATES:
		

Friday 14 June –
Sunday 30 June 2019

TIMES:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 &		
		Sunday 15:15
VENUE:

26

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 03

Mannie Manim

10 June 2019 - 17 June 2019

27

Scene at
the Market
Theatre

Scene at
the Market
Theatre

Legaga/Mnquma Opening Night
- ©Ngoma Ka Mphahlele

Strange Land Opening night
- ©Ngoma Ka Mphahlele
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Africa Day
©Hoek Swaratlhe
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Jefferson Tshabalala Book Launch
- ©Michael Phasha
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