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Editor’s
Note

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

(Brand and Communications Manager)

T

he Market Theatre
Foundation
continues
to
soar and reach
greater heights. This past
weekend the Market Theatre
Laboratory’s second year
students bagged two awards
at the National Arts festival
and the Kwasha! Theatre
Company also brought home
two awards. The Market
Theatre Foundation is proud
of these achievements.
The
Head
of
the
Windybrow Arts Centre
Keitu Gwangwa is on a threeweek cultural exchange
programme sponsored by
the US Embassy to explore

4

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 04

the arts sector in the United
States of America.
The
Market
Photo
Workshop in collaboration
with the Lupane State
University in Zimbabwe,
is hosting two weeks
photography masterclasses in
Bulawayo. The Market Photo
Workshop team is committed
to knowledge sharing and
further establishing itself as a
leading institution.
With all the exciting
programmes and productions
at the Market Theatre
Foundation, we look forward
to seeing you soon.
8 July – 14 July 2019
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The Market
Theatre
Laboratory
and Kwasha
score big at
the National
Arts Festival
- Clara Vaughan

T

he Market Theatre Laboratory and
Kwasha! Theatre Company walked
away with a combined four awards
at the National Arts Festival this year.
On the student platform, Le Journal, directed by
second year students Chris Djuma and Dintshitile
Mashile, won the Best Writer Award, while the
Best Actor Award was given to the full cast. Last
year, the Market Theatre Laboratory scooped the
Best Production Award for Marose. Le Journal,
an exciting and relevant new play exploring the
world of the neglected newsreel and the role of
‘the news’ in society, continues the Market Theatre
Laboratory’s record of presenting excellent and
watchable student theatre. It will be staged at the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre from 26 to 29 August
later this year, so if you missed it in Makhanda, you
can still catch it in Johannesburg!
Kwasha! Theatre Company bagged two awards
at the Festival: a Bronze Ovation Award and a
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“Under the leadership
of Clara Vaughan, the
students have soared
to greater heights each
year presenting cutting
edge work that provokes
a public dialogue.”
Best Ensemble Award for their self-created work,
Currently (G)old. Directed by company members
Sinenhlanhla Mgeyi and Aalliyah Matintela, and
mentored by Market Theatre Laboratory alumni
Prince Lamla, the play explores how young South
Africans perceive and exercise their human rights,
using satire to interrogate and at times ridicule
their relevance to the lived experience of many
people in South Africa. Currently (G)old will be
presented at the 969 Festival from 19 to 21 July at
the Wits Amphitheatre.

“Last year, the Market Theatre
Laboratory scooped the Best
Production Award for Marose.
Le Journal continues the Market
Theatre Laboratory’s record of
presenting excellent and watchable
student theatre.”
Laboratory’s success is testament to the work of
a dedicated team devoted to the development
of cutting-edge theatre that provokes public
dialogue. Clara Vaughan, the Head of the Market
Theatre Laboratory, says, “the consistent high
quality of theatre we are producing shows that
we have a working model to empower emerging
artists and arts leaders to achieve their potential.
Everyone at the Laboratory, including permanent
staff, teachers, students and artists, really give
their all – and it’s wonderful when that work is
acknowledged and valued.”

Promoting artistic innovation and theatre
excellence are the motivations behind the National
Arts Festival’s Standard Bank Ovation Awards.
Recognition such as this helps emerging actors
and theatre-makers find their voices in a uniquely
challenging industry, and the Market Theatre

8 July – 14 July 2019
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Keitu
Gwangwa
joins the
league of
International
Visitors
Leadership
programme

and this year has sparked a dynamic partnership
with Theatre Rocket that will see the Kwasha
Thheatre Company perform the at the National
Arts Festival in the immersive theatre production
Deurnes/Uzwelo.

K

Keitu is touring through Ohio, Washington
DC, Philadelphia and Seattle to explore their
street arts and arts projects in communities. Keitu
intends creating an African connection with and
through the arts merging with and collaborating
with other international artists by learning and
absorbing information through diverse arts and
cultural connections.

- Jabulisile Mofolo

eitu Gwangwa, Head of the
Windybrow Arts Centre, joined the
prestigious league of International
Visitors Leadership Programme (IVLP)
last week when she took on a three-week cultural
exchange programme sponsored by US Embassy
to explore the arts sector in the United States of
America.
Keitu has been at the helm of the Windybrow
Arts Centre for less than two years but she has
established several impressive programmes
reaching out to the local community of Hillbrow
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FOUND

The purpose of the cultural exchange
programme is to get exposure, engage and
form partnerships with organizations and project
managers in different cultural sectors areas in the
United States that promote social development
through the arts and to explore opportunities for
collaboration.
She will be working closely with organizations
to learn and get to see what challenges they have,
what has worked and what has not worked, also,
most importantly, to see how she can move a
community with one vision and understanding.
“For me that’s a big issue that I would like to
tackle and see how other people overcome their
challenges”, says Keitu Gwangwa as she plans
to bring back knowledge and ideas to move the
Windybrow Arts Centre to greater heights.
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Market Photo
Workshop
presents
masterclasses
in Zimbabwe
- Khona Dlamini

T

- Photographer: ©Mpho Seleka

he Market Photo Workshop has
partnered with the Lupane State
University to bring masterclasses
for practising photographers. The
partnership that kicked off in 2018 has gained
strength and enabled a number of self-taught
photographers to gain the confidence and
knowledge to produce works that are deeply
reflective.
The masterclasses are a big step towards the
Market Photo Workshop’s vision of conducting
collaborative projects with like-minded institutions
in the region. Interventions like these are crucial
for the professionalising of the photography
industry and in encouraging practitioners to stay
with their practice and improve on their skills. The
building of photography communities at a local
or on a cross border level is crucial to the growth
of photography as a critical voice, tool and skill in
the region.
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Transition:
South Africa,
Market Photo
Workshop in
New York

3. Bronx Documentary Centre and Market
Photo Workshop are two organisations similar
in many situated in historical communities and
environment that enforces diversity. The role of
an artist in the community is to teach, offer work
that transforms, reflects, interrogates and shifts
perspectives.

In addition of getting some of my images
featured on this exhibition Transition: South Africa,
Market Photo Workshop alongside with Market
Photo Workshop alumnus I respect and look up
too, I was also invited to travel to New York City
for the first time to give an artist talk about my
documentary project and my experience studying
at the Market Photo Workshop.

4. It is important to always create even when
there is no one available to receive your work
because only then you learn to trust and believe
in your own practice.

- Cebisile Mbonani

- Photographer: ©Cebisile Mbonani

My visit to New York has taught me to believe
more fervently in dreams and aspirations, and
here is what the trip has taught me:

E

xhibition Transition: South Africa Market Photo Workshop opened at
Bronx Documentary Centre on April
19 – May 26, 2019. The exhibition
feature work of MPW alumnus and the work was
presented at Bronx Documentary Centre, New
York to honor the Market Photo Workshop three
decades of photography, multimedia training
programs, and public programming. We asked
social media intern and Market Photo Workshop
alumnus Cebisile Mbanambi to share her
experience as she was one of the Market Photo
Workshop alumni to have her work featured at
the exhibition.
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My name is Cebisile Mbonani, my love for
photography started when I saw Yagazie Emezi
and Joana Choumali photography. I admire these
two well-known female photographers in such
a way that their work inspired me to expand my
passion for documentary photography. In 2018 I
decided to leave my job and pursue photography
since film school, I always knew I wanted to do
work that shines light on social issues, work that
raises awareness and sparks dialogue which is
why I joined the Market Photo Workshop. When I
receive a call from Lekgetho Makola Head Market
Photo Workshop that my work was selected to
be part of this exhibition and I was further invited
to join curator of the exhibition Nathi Khumalo
to travel to the Bronx, New York, to give an artist
talk I was excited and I couldn’t believe it. 2018
was a year of sacrifice for me leaving my job
to find something that can impact my life and
mean something to my practice of documentary
filmmaking and photography.

1. I have learned that one can only do much
when working alone but a platform is needed
for one to grow, learn and understand. This
opportunity was exactly that, a platform for me as
an artist to shift perspective and gain confidence
in my work.
2. While there is a great deal of information
on the internet for us as creative to produce and
put our work out there, traveling and a change of
environment can help one be more exposed and
create from a tangible experience.

I have a strong interest in telling stories of black
women and archiving their stories for generations
to come. Mine is not to simply document women
and their struggles but rather, to tell our truths
as honestly as possible, to be inclusive of our
diverse realities and to expand on the narrative
that currently characters the public image of a
Women. Since the trip I am eager to see, create
and understand more. I would like to thank the
Market Photo Workshop for the opportunity to
travel and open my mind to the possibilities.

8 July – 14 July 2019
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A Tale of
Piano Tuning
- Jason Cugnolio

I did not consider piano tuning as a profession
as a young child. I started piano lessons at age 4
but never pursued music as a career. By chance
and circumstance, I was exposed to piano tuning
at a music shop and became more and more
intrigued with all the different facets of pianos
and their workings. The technical, tuning and
regulation were fascinating to watch and then to
feel and hear the final product was magic.
I finally, after months of pestering, got the
technician to start training me. He warned me that
this is a lifelong learning process and that I must
be passionate about it. The art of tuning a piano
is to listen to and compare beats of the harmonics
between notes and is one of the hardest things
to learn. After six months he gave me a piano to
repair, regulate and tune and gave me a week
to get it right. The results were disastrous! From
here I began to realize just how complicated and
dedicated you have to be. This all occurred 30
years ago and safe to say I am still learning to this
day…

“W

hat a lovely performance
and the piano sounded
great!”. We often hear
this after a show but who
knows what went into making the piano sound
great? (Aside from the musician of course)
The piano is an acoustical instrument made
up of thousands of moving parts which react to
temperature, humidity, performance, and even
neglect!
Wood, felt, steel, copper, material, cast iron and
more recently carbon fiber and acrylic make up
the different materials used to construct a piano.
A piano tuner/technician is the one who has
to make sense of all of this to ensure that the
performer and the audience have a wonderful
experience. Although pianos have been around
for 300 odd years very little is known about this
trade and there are not many tuners around and
even fewer who are masters, here is my story…
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Here at The Piano Man Services, we are
passionate about reviving piano culture. Through
our experience and passions for these unique
instruments. Our dedicated team can assist with
all of your piano needs. Piano Tuning, transport,
repairs, sales or rentals…

Exhibition showcase and Public programme
Saturday 29 June 2019 12h00
Save the Children Creche
Sitjwetla, Alexandra Township

T

he Ntethelelo Foundation in
collaboration with the Market Photo
Workshop conducted a photography
outreach-training programme with
young Womyn in an informal settlement of
Sitjwetla just outside Alexandra Township. These
young Womyn come from a neglected community
with puts them in vulnerable situations daily. This
training programme is aimed at helping them
build resilience through photography and theatre
of the oppressed techniques including other art
mediums. The photography element is designed
to enhance their critical thinking and reading skills,
thus afford them these critical skills to best present
their lived experiences and hopes through visual
narratives.
The opening of ntethelelo in Alexandra
Township is the second edition showcasing the
outcomes of the Ntethelelo Images and Self
Photography Project. The first exhibition opening
took place at the Constitution Hill Human Rights
Festival on Thursday 21 March 2019. ntethelelo is
a celebration of the representation of Alexandra
and their lived experiences and is accompanied by
poems and performances by the young Womyn.
The second edition is curated by the
project trainers Buyaphi Mdledle, Sizakele
Angela Khumalo, Thandile Zwelibanzi and
Thandolwemfundo Ngidi.

Ntethelelo
An exhibition
by the young
Women from
Alexandra
Township
- Bekie Ntini

“These young Womyn have each engaged with
their community in a comforting and emotional
lovable way. While there are everyday media
reports that Alexandra Township is down and out,
the young Womyn’s photographs are motivating.
Through their photographers, they collectively ask
the question ‘How can we create any change in
Alexandra?’ The photographs strongly reinforce
the idea that they want to be active participants
in a better Alexandra Township. That’s all they’re
interested in,” said the project manager, Bekie
Ntini.

8 July – 14 July 2019
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TSWALEDI
THOBEJANE
20 YEAR
LONG SERVICE
CELEBRATIONS

N

tate
Tswaledi
Thobejane,
Officer Resources
has been in
the employ of the Market
Theatre Foundation under the
division of the Market Photo
Workshop from February
1999. His 20 years of service
was celebrated in February
2019. Ntate Tswaledi holds
the most institutional memory
of the organisation and he has
been very helpful in assisting
us to contact Alumni. He is a
very pedantic individual whose
attention to detail also extends
to application of policies and
procedures.
Ntate Tswaledi is an asset of
MPW, he manages resources
and infrastructure of the Market
Photo Workshop. He does his
work with commitment and
dedication.
Q: What does your job
entail?
Maintenance and replacement
of photo and digital equipment,
sourcing quotes for training
photographic materials, booking
out photographic equipment to
students and members, looking
after equipment, and assisting
students on how to look after the
equipment
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Q: What drives you to wake
up in the morning and come
to work?
It’s to fulfil my passion of
Photography and contractual
obligation that I have with The
Market Theatre Foundation
and Market Photo Workshop
in particular, that I will perform
the duty that I have hire for. To
manage and create systems in
order to maintain the resources
of the Market Photo Workshop
Q: What do you do when
you’re not at work?
Watching TV, National
Geographic
Documentary,
Jazz and Gospel Music, News
on the Radio, Radio 702 and
SA FM in particular. Doing
gardening and going to Church
on Sunday.
Q: Given a chance to
change one thing in the Arts
and Culture industry, what
would it be?
To have Visual Arts including
photography
Programme
in the National Television or
Radio. Even if it can be a 15
Minutes slot, to give exposure
to school leavers for carrier
opportunities.
Q: Where do you see
yourself in 5 years.
At my age right now. In five
years’ time, I see myself running
a small scale Photography
business as I will be in my
retirement age in the near
future.
8 July – 14 July 2019
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Some may remember his musical Scribble
which enjoyed six successful seasons around the
country including one right here at The Barney
Simon where it was part of a season celebrating
ten years of democracy. It was renamed Who
really freed Nelson? for that special production,
starred Desmond Dube and was nominated for
a record 5 Naledi Theatre Awards including Best
Musical and Best Music Score.
Some may also remember Jervis as a former
teen idol and winner of SABC’s 1983 National TV
Talent Show Follow That Star with his boy-band
The Soft Shoes and their No 1. song Elvis Astaire,
writer of the musicals Scribble and A Town called
Fokol-Lutho, and former MD of EMI’s SA Music
Company where he looked after artists as diverse
as Brenda Fassie and Steve Hofmeyr.

An
Extraordinarily
Ordinary Life
WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
THEATRE
FOUNDATION
20
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The Market Theatre Foundation
where the city’s heart beats! has
launched an exciting and diverse
programme that will offer wide
range of offering for audiences.
For more details about the
productions visit the Market

Theatre
Foundation
website
www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.
webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket
at any Pick ‘n Pay store.

This new production of An Extraordinarily
Ordinary Life is produced by Authentik
Productions in association with The Market
Theatre. It is personal narrative, philosophy and
social satire all conspiring to form a diverting
amalgam in which Jervis delivers a truly and
unusually original performance.
.
DATES:
Wednesday 26 June 		
Sunday 14 July 2019
TIMES:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 &		
		Sunday 15:15
VENUE: Barney Simon

One man theatre at its intimate best: hot on the
heels from its recent sold out and extended season
in Cape Town, this brutal, brave yet hilarious show
marks a return to the Barney Simon for Jervis, not
only as a writer but also as a performer, singing
and dancing (sort of!) on stage for the first time
since the early eighties.

For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832
1641/083 246 4950
8 July – 14 July 2019
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This year jazz lovers can look forward to awardwinning jazzist, McCoy Mrubata, who will celebrate
his 60th birthday and mark 30 years as recording
artist in a spectacular concert at the Market
Theatre. Collaboration with McCoy Mrubata for
this year’s music feat will resonate with young jazz
enthusiasts of all ages.

Adapted from the novel by Gbolahan Obisesan,
the scope of Obioma’s layered, complex and
slow-burning book is turned into a two-hander
concentrating on brothers Ben and Obembe
who morph into other people and yet preserve
the novel’s haunting atmosphere and dark interest
in aspiration and disappointment, violence and
vengeance.

The Fishermen
Chigozie Obioma’s debut novel, The Fishermen,
which was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize
in 2015, will be directed for the stage by James
Ngcobo in what will certainly go down as one of
this year’s most compelling and supreme pieces
of theatre.

The Market Theatre production will feature
celebrated and award winning actors Siyabonga
Thwala and Warren Masemola in the playful and
stirring story about two brothers who are reunited
with another by the river where they used to fish.
As they recall the traumatic events that split them
up and in recreating these memories, the brothers
become all the characters that populated their
lives.

DATES:

Saturday 20 July 2019

TIMES:

20:00

VENUE:

John Kani

.
DATES:

Friday 12 July –

		

Sunday 4 August 2019

VENUE:

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 04

.

Although The Fishermen renders itself as a
tragedy it is Chigozie’s remarkable writing which
excels at juxtaposing biblical and tribal traditions
as well as playful Igbo legends that succeed
at bringing majestic imagination of a timeless
folklore that James Ngcobo harvests to create
an impressive and beautiful work that is not to be
missed.

TIMES:
Tuesday to Saturday 20:15 &		
		Sunday 15:15
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McCoy was born in Cape Town where he
grew up with the sounds of African music and
played the flute. He studied informally under
Langa township greats like Madoda Gxabeka,
Winston Ngozi, the Ngcukana’s – Ezra & Duke,
Blackie Tempi and Robert Sithole. By the 1980’s
he was playing cover bands like Fever, Touch,
Airbone and Vukani. In 1987 he was spotted by
bandleaders Sipho Hotstix Mabuse who helped
him make Johannesburg his music home. He has
produced successful albums one after another in
these 30 years.

McCoy Mrubata

Mannie Manim

8 July – 14 July 2019
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Modjadji’ is a bilingual play directed by Carla
Fonseca in collaboration with co-director Mandla
Mbothwe; actors Iman Isaacs, Indalo Stifle, TJ
Ngoma and Asia McDonald; as well as music
composer Nthato Mokgata.

Modjadji’
in Absentia

The play is inspired by the Rain Queen that
has formed a fundamental part of South African
culture, history and mythology. Modjadji, is the
living reincarnation of the rain goddess who has
survived countless transformations, to this day.
This show is a poetic and poignant story of a
generation in the face of crisis/drought in need of
transformation/water. The story highlights various
characters in a time of a bad dry spell. A time
when replenishment and justice is out of reach.
DATES:
		

Wednesday 24 July Sunday 28 July 2019

TIMES:
Wednesday to Saturday 20:00 &		
		Sunday 15:00
VENUE:

Ramolao Makhene

Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Bon Voyage
The Market Theatre Foundation CEO Ismail Mahomed
hosted a going away party for the cast and creative
team of all the productions that went to Makhanda at
the National Arts Festival. Ismail Mahomed addressed
the gathering inspired them to put their best foot
forward.
- ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Opening Night Frontieres
Based on personal testimonies of people from other
parts of Africa who have come to South Africa,
Frontières paints a picture of why people leave their
countries. What impact does this have on their
lives? On young people across the continent? How
are they received in South Africa? The production
received rave reviews and good audience attendance.
- ©Hoek Swaratlhe
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Opening Night Extraordinarily Ordinary Life
Based on the life and times of Jervis Pennington the
production opened to a standing ovation and a positive
feedback from audiences. After the show Jervis posed
for pictures with the audience.
- ©Thandile Zwelibanzi
8 July – 14 July 2019
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