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Editor’s
Note

- Zama Sweetness Buthelezi

(Brand and Communications Manager)

- ©Hoek Swaratlhe

I

n this issue of Market
Buzz we shine the
spotlight on the Market
Theatre as an accessible
and diversified theatre space
with the staging of MEDEA,
a classical play performed by
the internationally celebrated
Teatro Patologico from Italy.
The cast members have a
range of disabilities.
We also introduce Siwe
Hashe, a member of our
Front of House team, who has
completed a course in sign
language; and thus making it
easier for the Market Theatre
Foundation to engage with
people with hearing disabilities.
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Adding to the more than
320 awards won by the Market
Theatre Foundation over our 42
years we celebrate our artistic
director, James Ngcobo’s most
recent award.
We provide details about an
international family orientated
show that will be presented
for one day only through
a partnership between the
Windybrow Arts Centre and
the French Institute of South
Africa.
We look forward to seeing
at the Market Theatre
Foundation.
2 September - 15 September 2019
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Classical
Theatre
Production
Makes
African
Premiere

“Patologico” (from Ancient Greek “Pathos”,
meaning both “Passion” and “Illness”) marks for
the Italian company the original roots of dramatic
arts: the emotions, timing and rhythms of actors
are very similar to those of people with mental
illness; their work is the demonstration that to
interpret characters and make them live their own
lives, what matters is the living emotion and its
transposition to the audience.
Medea will be staged for a limited season at the
Mannie Manim Theatre on Friday 27 September
and Saturday 28 September at 20:00.

- Istituto Italiano di Cultura

- Photographer: Federica Di Benedetto

T

he Italian-based theatre company,
Teatro Patologico, renowned for its
unique production of Medea has
toured to several countries. During
September 2019, the company will make
their premiere on the African continent with a
performance at the Market Theatre.

Teatro Patologico’s artistic director Dario
D’Ambrosi, says, “Theatre is considered not just a
form of therapy, but also an opportunity for artistic
and emotional expression, a place for aggregation
and stimulating training in which to play and have
serious fun, where disabled actors can feel like,
and finally be, the real protagonists of their scene;
on the other hand, disabilities are seen as a way to
expand the possibilities for theatrical and artistic
expression”.

The production is made possible through a
collaboration between the Italian Cultural Institute
in Pretoria and The Market Theatre Foundation.

“Theatre is considered
not just a form of therapy,
but also an opportunity
for artistic and emotional
expression, a place for
aggregation and stimulating
training in which to play
and have serious fun,
where disabled actors can
feel like, and finally be, the
real protagonists of their
scene; on the other hand,
disabilities are seen as a way
to expand the possibilities
for theatrical and artistic
expression.”
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Dario D’Ambrosi - Teatro Patologico Artistic Director

This great classical tragedy will see on stage a
cast of actors with disabilities accompanied by
professional actors. The production focuses on
the deep connection between use of the body,
language and music: the body becomes the
principle means of communication, whereas
language and use of original music revolve
around their corporeal and spiritual link with the
performer’s bodies.
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A Unique
Experiment
With
Shakespeare’s
Titus
Andronicus

Dario
D’Ambrosi a Champion
for a New
Kind of
Theatre

- Istituto Italiano di Cultura

- Photographer: Federica Di Benedetto

T

he visiting theatre company from
Rome, Teatro Patologico, will hold a
workshop at Little Eden, an association
dedicated to physically and mentally
disabled people.
The Italian actors will work together with a
selected group of guests from the South African
facility to jointly realize an adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus.

For the staging, a plot outline will be elaborated
and, once the parts have been assigned, the
participants will be asked to “let the characters
talk”, thus giving life to a script composed of
original pieces mixed with others born from
improvisation.
The show resulting from this workshop will be
performed, also at the Mannie Manim, Sunday 29
September at 15:00.

8
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- Istituto Italiano di Cultura

orn in Milan in 1958, Dario D’Ambrosi
is one of the major Italian avant-garde
artists and the creator of the theatrical
movement Teatro Patologico. He
is an actor, a director and the author of shows
that represent the thoughts and the behaviours
of people with mental illness. He has been, for
over thirty years, one of the most representative
figures on the Italian theatre scene. He showed an
intense passion for theatre and mental disorders
since an early age, so much so that he stayed for
three months at the psychiatric hospital Paolo Pini
of Milan in voluntary commitment, in order to
closely observe the patients’ behaviour.

In 2016, in collaboration with the University of
Studies of Rome Tor Vergata, D’Ambrosi founds
the first University Course of Integrated Theatre of
the Emotion, dedicated entirely to students with
physical and intellectual disabilities.
Among the many awards bestowed on Dario
D’Ambrosi and his Teatro Patologico, worth to
mention are the Gold Medal by the President of
the Republic of Italy, Wilton’s Music Hall - “Best
Show 2013” for the show Medea, Organic Price
of Chicago - for the The Trout show, and the
Kennedy Foundation Award received by Kerry
Kennedy in 2017.

2 September - 15 September 2019
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#Albinism
Activism
Campaign Mama, I Want
the Black That
You Are

A

- Mpho Molepo

compelling theatre production
based on interviews and real lives of
people living in with albinism Mama, I
Want the Black that You Are, focused
on the lives of people dealing with the prejudice
affecting those with Albinism. It is the compelling
tale of a family with a dark past.
The script is based on interviews with real
people with Albinism. This foundation gives
the story heart, intensity, depth and direction.
Matlakala, the central character, is a 15-year-old
teenager living with Albinism. Her mother, Anna
is a loving, caring woman married to Ike. Ike, a
successful professional, is the stepfather of our
heroine. Two other characters, also with Albinism,
appear as Matlakala’s alter-egos. They represent
the conflict in Matlakala’s head. She is haunted by
a life of abuse and the secrets she has to keep
from everyone, including her mother. As the
background to the play, it is revealed that Anna,
as a young unmarried woman, gave birth to an
Albino child.

T HE
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Prompted by traditional beliefs and taboos
Anna was forced to give up her beloved baby
to be killed by the elders. She is grief stricken. A
similar scene plays out on a rubbish dump nearby.
Muti-hunters kill the mother and Anna rescues
the baby, its umbilical cord still around its neck,
and without a word to anyone, flees with her to
raise her as her own. The baby is Matlakala. We
meet the two 15 years later, when Anna is married
and living a ‘normal’ life. It is Ike’s greed and
discomfort with his stepdaughter’s condition that
sets in motion a series of tragic events. Myths and
beliefs pepper the production, drawing attention
to the challenges that people living with Albinism
and their families have to face.
“There is a serious need for us to use the arts
especially theatre to educate our people about
albinism , we need to halt the scourge of brutal
murders of our fellows brothers and sister are
living with albinism, it is quite sad that in this day
and age albino people are treated as endangered
species in our democratic country.” Says Mr.
Mpho Molepo the producer of Mama.
Written and Directed by Arthur Molepo
Produced by Mpho Molepo
Molepo Theatre Projects in association with
NkgoYaMetsi presents Mama, I Want the Black
That You Are.
Supported by Departments Arts and Culture
Minister Nathi Mthethwa and Department of
Social Development Deputy Minister Hendrietta
Bogopane Zulu.
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The Market Theatre Foundation recognizes
that linguistic diversity is a resource for creativity,
cognitive and transformation and that linguistic
diversity should be developed, promoted and
protected. Therefore, it developed a language
policy that develops, promotes and protects
linguistic diversity.
The Market Theatre Foundation is committed
to create work that promotes multilingualism.
In the last few years the theatre has increased
its commitment to stage works that have been
adapted from books so people can have wider
access to the literacy world. Some of notable
works that have been undertaken by the theatre
are Nailed (Mpho Molepo), The Little Prince
(Antoine de Saint-Exupéry) and The Year of the
Magical Thinking (Joan Didion) just to name a few
which book lovers thoroughly enjoyed.

International
Literacy Day
8 September

I

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

nternational days are occasions to
mobilise the public on issues of concern
and celebrate milestones achieved in
minimizing challenges that affect the
improvement of literacy rates in the world

Sign Language is also one of the key ways
of ensuring that the theatre reaches a wider
audiences pool and can communicate effect
with the deaf community. In 2019 the Market
Theatre Foundation undertook to train box office
administrator Siwe Hashe in sign language. she
successfully completed level one and will start
level two in September.
Busisiwe Sithole is also a fluent sign language
interpreter and is able to attend to queries at
the Market Photo Workshop. She discovered
challenges in her previous employment where
she was also tasked with dealing with deaf tertiary
students. This is where she developed the love
and passion for Sign Language.
South African Sign Language (SASL) was
recognised by the Department of Basic Education
as an official home language in 2018.
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Jazz
Recognition
for James
Ngcobo

Ngcobo has been at the
helm of programming at the
prestigious Market Theatre
for over five years now
and has taken the theatre
to greater heights with his
artistic leadership.

- Lusanda Zokufa-Kathilu

& Zama Sweetness Buthelezi
- ©Brett Rubin

O

n the 24 August 2019, the Market
Theatre’s artistic director, James
Ngcobo, received recognition of his
long standing theatrical contribution
to the arts by the Standard Bank Joy of Jazz in a
ceremony held at the Sandton Convention Centre
.
Ngcobo has been at the helm of programming
at the prestigious Market Theatre for over five
years now and has taken the theatre to greater
heights with his artistic leadership.
James is an award-winning actor who
metamorphosed into a multi award-winning
director who has created a new vision for staging
works at the theatre. His passion for working
with emerging actors, young designers and for
mentoring young industry enthusiasts has yielded
impressive results and founding the annual award
that recognises young and new voices, the Sophie
Mgcina emerging voice.

14
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In 2017 James Ngcobo
and Danny Boyle went
head to head when they
both directed for children’s
charity in a star studded
The Children’s Monologues
which premiered in New
York and Johannesburg
respectively.

In his tenure at the theatre James in partnership
with the US Embassy have been instrumental in
introducing Black History Month Celebrations
to South African audiences. This initiative seeks
to celebrates Black History Month which is an
annual observance in the United States, Canada
and United Kingdom for the remembrance of
important people and events in the history of the
African diaspora. The Market Theatre has been
South Africa’s leading performing arts institution
providing high quality and inspiring productions
directed by Ngcobo as part of its annual Black
History Month observance.
2016 he wrote and directed Songs of Migration
with Hugh Masekela and Sibongile Khumalo as
lead musicians. The production played to full
houses at the Market and was followed by a
successful international tour to Washington DC
Kennedy Centre, Hackey Empire and Amsterdam.
He also adapted E’skia Mphahlele short story
The Suitcase that toured six cities in the United
Kingdom for six weeks.

In 2017 James Ngcobo and Danny Boyle
went head to head when they both directed for
children’s charity in a star studded The Children’s
Monologues which premiered in New York and
Johannesburg respectively.
James versatility has seen him undertake
commercial work in the directing of the MTN
Flash mob at Park Station and the 100 Faces of
Madiba produced on behalf of Tourism Indaba in
Durban.
He also wrote and directed Tshihumbudzo
the ANC Centenary celebration and wrote and
directed Ubizane for the DAC AU Summit.
James continues to create work that is engaging,
challenging and entertaining that keeps him the
theatre a cut above the rest.

2 September - 15 September 2019
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HANI: THE
LEGACY
Continues to
Live a Legacy

H

ani: The legacy , the Standard
Bank Gold Ovation Award winning
production reached its 50th
performance at the Baxter Theatre
during the ASSITEJ Cradle of Creativity Festival
on the 24 August 2019. Audiences raved and
took to Facebook to share pictures with cast.
Hani: The Legacy was developed as a student
production at the Market Theatre Laboratory and
three years later it toured as a full-scale professional
production to celebrate its 50th performance at
the ASSITEJ Cradle of Creativity Festival in Cape
Town Council.
Hani: The Legacy is an energetic, vibrant and
original production that brings to life one of
South Africa’s political heroes, Chris Hani, a South
African Communist Party leader, a soldier and antiapartheid struggle veteran who was assassinated
on his doorstep just weeks before the first
democratic elections in 1994, almost sending the
country into an uncontrollable spiral of violence.

Inspired by the hit American musical Hamilton,
Hani is told through contemporary hip hop, rap
and spoken word and stars a dynamic young
cast. Presenting a fresh take on a well-known
story, this production seeks to pay tribute to Chris
Hani’s inspirational legacy of tackling injustice and
leading change.
The Market Theatre Foundation’s Council
member Shado Twala and CEO, Ismail Mahomed,
were at the Baxter Theatre to honour the company
on their 50th performance.
So, the challenge is on!
Fiftieth performance and thousands more
people wanting to see this play.
So, South Africa, are you ready to let this
production reach its 100th show mark?
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Derrière la
Porte / Behind
the Door
- IFAS

T

he Windybrow Arts Centre in
partnership with the Alliance Francaise
will take audiences Behind the Door in
a New Circus production that will tour
South Africa.
It would have been an ordinary day for the
waiter of a little cafe, if it had not been for love
at first sight for the one who has just crossed
the threshold. Seduction, awkwardness, dance,
misunderstanding ... all of these factors make
for an extraordinary day for two characters who
will carry the spectators with good humour in a
dreamlike, absurd and tender universe.
Performed by Marion Achard and Farid Abed,
Derrière la Porte / Behind the Door is a production
suitable for the whole family.

taking in her travels, with her companion, their
three children.

For 20 years, Marion has been creating and
performing her shows with the company Tour de
Cirque and performing in theatres and festivals in
France and abroad, during tours that sometimes
last several months (West Africa, Americas ...)

Farid Abed has been creating and performing
with Cirque du Cirque for 20 years. Juggler, knife
thrower, manipulator of objects and corporeal
actor, he trained at the circus school Fratellini and
flying trapeze with Jean Palacy.
Derrière la Porte / Behind the Door will be
presented at the John Kani Theatre on Sunday 15
September at 15:00
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the Market
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T

he much-loved Brenda Fassie statue
will be returning to the Newtown
Cultural Precinct, to occupy a place of
honour at the public plaza outside the
Market Theatre. The move is supported by public
feedback, and has been welcomed by the Market
Theatre and by the Member of the Mayoral
Committee (MMC) for Community Development
(MMC), Cllr Nonhlanhla Sifumba.
Previously located outside Newtown’s Bassline
(currently Music Factory), the statue was removed
for repairs on 11 June 2019, following concerns
about its safe-keeping. Consultations then started
with stakeholders, members of the creative
community and the broader public, to find the
most suitable spot for relocating the Brenda Fassie
statue. The objective was to find a cultural space
that is accessible to the public, and protected by
local stakeholders.
The Brenda Fassie Statue is a well-loved,
interactive commemoration of an iconic South
African musician. Affectionately known as ‘MaBrrr,’
sometimes called ‘The Queen of African Pop’ and
the ‘Madonna of the Townships,’ Brenda Fassie’s
music and image are well known across the nation,
the continent and beyond.

20
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The Brenda Fassie statue is one of the few public art
pieces of real, historical women in Johannesburg.
Whilst Johannesburg has more statues of women
than many other major world cities, the majority
are anonymous figures representing an abstract
concept, rather than real individuals.
Originally commissioned by the Sunday Herald
Times in 2006 to commemorate 100 years of
newsmakers and events, the sculpture was one
piece in a collection of artworks transferred to the
City of Johannesburg and intended to be a gift to
the Johannesburg community.
The Brenda Fassie interactive statue receives
streams of visitors, including tour groups and
students visiting nearby attractions. Each day,
many people interact with the statue: sitting
next to the singer in the empty chair, created for
this purpose, taking photos, posing by singing
alongside Brenda or just ‘chilling with Brenda.’
Consultation processes to find an appropriate
location included:
• Metropolitan Centre, 158 Loveday Street,
Braamfontein
• P O Box 1049, Johannesburg, 2000
• Tel: +27 11 407 7558 Fax: +27 11 339 5704
• Social media and website coverage;
• Press releases by the Johannesburg
Development Agency;
• A public event held on 24 August 2019 to
engage in topics around women, public art
and
• Newtown - which included a public board
where guests and passers-by were invited to
make comments;
• Site visits and exploration of all locations
suggested by anyone who commented via
the board, email, social media or phone;
• A formal meeting to consult with stakeholders,
including the Newtown Improvement District
board.

MMC Sifumba said: “The consultative process
produced an overwhelming response was
that the sculpture should remain in Newtown.
When exploring options in Newtown, the most
supported location proposed was outside The
Market Theatre. We as the City support this
solution as it reflects the desires of our residents
and other important stakeholders. MaBrrr will
always have a place in our hearts, and a home in
our City.”
This site is just down the walkway from the Kippies
venue and similarly interactive Kippie Moeketsi
Statue. Brenda Fassie had a relationship with the
Kippies venue and performed there on occasion.
The safety of the sculpture was of key concern in
the discussions. The Market Theatre Foundation
and Newtown Improvement District have
demonstrated that they can provide 24/7 security.
Ismail Mohamed, CEO of the Market Theatre
Foundation, felt the new location was appropriate,
saying: “With the statue of Kippies Moeketsi
already in the Market Theatre Precinct, we
wholeheartedly welcome the statue of Brenda
Fassie being relocated for our custody in the
precinct as well. These two legends speak to two
different eras in South African musical history and
to two different generations of music lovers, but
these two statues in conversation with each other
in the precinct will resonate the dynamism of
South African culture.”
The artist who created the Brenda Fassie Statue,
Angus Taylor, explained that the sculpture was not
designed to be a monument, but instead meant
to be humble and at street level, so that the
public could easily interact with it. The sculptor
said that “She belongs to the people, thus public
accessibility is key”.

Mr Taylor has agreed that the new location is
appropriate for the intended setting for the statue,
andhe will assist with moving the artwork.
Issued on behalf of MMC Nonhlanhla Sifumba
For more information, please contact:
Eric Itzkin, Head of Heritage
Directorate of Arts and Culture, City of
Johannesburg
Cell: 082 454 3381
Tel: 011 373 7516
Email: Erici@joburg.org.za

2 September - 15 September 2019
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Market Theatre
Foundation
Welcomes
Candice Jansen
- Market Photo Workshop

- © Ngoma Mphahlele

C

andice Jansen is
the new Manager
of Research and
Exhibitions
at
the Market Photo Workshop.
She submitted her doctoral
dissertation on Ernest Cole and
Cedric Nunn for examination in
July as a PhD Fellow in Art History
at WiSER (Wits Institute for Social
and Economic Research).
While
completing
her
dissertation, Jansen was awarded
a pre-doctoral fellowship in the
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Critical Theory in the Global
South Program at Northwestern
University in the United States
(US), to co-develop a graduate
syllabus on ‘Trauma, Politics and
the Uses of Memory’.
Jansen is a photographic
scholar and has presented her
work at local and international
forums that include the Toronto
Photography Seminar. She also
talks about photography to wider
audiences and has written for the
Mail and Guardian, Aperture,
and Another Africa. Jansen also
curates.
Her last show, BINNEGOED:

Coloured & South African
Photography was presented

at the Center for Documentary
Studies at Duke University (US)
in 2015, where she completed
her master’s in liberal studies with
a photographic project on the

domestic interiors of apartheidera public housing structures on
the Cape Flats, entitled, Living
Rooms. Jansen is a trained
photographer of the Journalism
and Media Studies department at
Rhodes University.
Candice joined the Market
Photo
Workshop
at
the
beginning of August and said
this about her new position “The
Market Photo Workshop is more
than a photography school. Its
photographic archive will be
critical to the future of African
photography. As the new manager
of Research and Exhibitions, I
hope to contribute to making the
work of African photographers
accessible, socially and politically
relevant and of service to
training, public engagement,
and the production of new and
indigenous knowledge for and
about our communities”.
2 September - 15 September 2019
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Market
Theatre: Call
for Zwakala
Festival
Applications

IMPORTANT DATES:
When applying, groups must ensure that they
are available for the following dates and activities:

The Market Theatre invites interested
community theatre groups to submit applications
to take part in its Community Theatre Practitioners
Incubator programme for the 2019/20 year.
The programme aims to improve the skills
of writers, directors, designers and actors and
empowers them to create and produce local
content of a high standard. The next generation
of community arts leaders, arts entrepreneurs and
administrators are trained and exposed to both
the creative and practical sides of producing a
professional theatre production. Group leaders
(usually writers and directors) receive specialised
training and resources to improve the quality
of their work and their leadership, ultimately
benefiting the entire group.
The incubation programme, funded by the
Department of Sports, Arts and Culture aims
to help emerging practitioners hone their skills
through mentorship and propel them from
amateur to professional status. The process
also puts a strong emphasis on home-grown
content with the aim of generating exciting new
productions for the theatre-going public.

24
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ELIGIBILITY:
To be considered for the programme you need
to:
• Applicants need to reside in Gauteng
• Participants in an applicant’s production
need to be between 18 and 35 years old
• Participants must be full-time theatre
practitioners who will be able to commit
themselves to a demanding schedule.
REQUIREMENTS:
Should your community theatre group meet the
above eligibility criteria, the following needs to be
submitted for your application to be evaluated:
• A duly completed showcase application
form
• Certified ID copies of the creative team
(director and author)
• 100-word bios of the writer and the director
• Artistic treatment of the proposed play
• One scene from the proposed play

• Production Identifying Phase: September
& October -2019
• Mentoring 8 Productions: Monday 2
November – Friday 22 November
• Kolapeng Showcases: Saturday 23 and
Sunday 24 November 2019
• Zwakala Conversation: Wednesday 26 –
Friday 29 November 2019
• Zwakala Story Development & Design:
Monday 06 January – Thursday 6 February 2020
• Zwakala Festival Technical: Friday 7 Feb
2020 (during the day)
• Zwakala Opening Ceremony: Friday 7
February 2020 (in the evening)
• Zwakala Festival: Saturday 8 and Sunday
9 Feb 2020
• Zwakala Winner Rehearsals: Monday 10
February – Saturday 15 February 2020
• Zwakala Winner Get in: Mon.17 February
2020
• Zwakala Winner Preview: Tuesday 18
February 2020
• Zwakala Winner Opening: 19 February
2020
• Zwakala Winner Run: 20 Feb-08 March
2020

ZWAKALA

FESTIVAL

2019
Applications should be hand delivered or
e-mailed to Sipho Mwale siphom@markettheatre.
co.za by 15:00 on Monday 30 September 2019
No late applications will be accepted, and
correspondence will only be limited to successful
groups.

2 September - 15 September 2019
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ADVANCING
ECONOMIC
GROWTH
IN SOUTH
AFRICA
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- Photograph: By Copyright Economic Forum
(www.weforum.org) / Eric Miller emiller@
iafrica.com - 2010 - World Economic Forum on
Africa 2009, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.
wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7140207

I

n Dialogue with Former President Ricardo
Lagos, Chile, & Former President Kgalema
Motlanthe, South Africa

With a vision to advance the values of
cohesion, collaboration and innovation through
dialogue among equals, the Kgalema Motlanthe
Foundation in collaboration with The Elders
and Democracy Works Foundation, present a
facilitated dialogue with Former President of
Chile, Ricardo Lagos, and Former President of
South Africa, Kgalema Motlanthe.
Facilitated by Professor Firoz Cachalia, of the
Wits University School of Law, this dialogue session
offers a platform for Former President Ricardo
Lagos and Former President Kgalema Motlanthe
to compare notes and share perspectives: on
the socio-economic development agenda of
South Africa and lessons from Chile’s trajectory of
development.
Through a series of ongoing public discourses,
the Kgalema Motlanthe Foundation encourages
the nation to embrace inclusive dialogue as a
tool to propel and advance the project of nation
building.
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Media and the public are invited to experience
this dialogue session at the Market Theatre with
Former President Ricardo Lagos and Former
President Kgalema Motlanthe on 4 September at
2PM.
Media RSVP to: Lindsay McDonald
lindsay@motlanthe.org / 076 1010 421
The venue only takes 400 pax – for public entry
to the event strictly RSVP to the following:
zingiwe@motlanthe.org
079 571 9249 /
louisa@motlanthe.org 083 447 4575
FAST FACTS
DATE: Wednesday 4 September 2019
TIME: High tea will be served from 2PM – the
dialogue session will follow immediately.
VENUE: The Market Theatre, 56 Margaret
Mcingana Street, Newtown, Johannesburg, 2001
www.motlanthe.org
www.theelders.org
www.democracyworks.org.za
For further inquiries contact
lindsay@motlanthe.org
076 1010 421
2 September - 15 September 2019
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SILENT
SCARS AND
BURIED
VOICES- In
Three Women
Break The
Silence
- Thozama Busakwe

T

HE HAUNTING SOUND of the voices
of activist women seethes and floods
your soul as you walk into the theatre.
Young American playwright, Omotayo
Jolaosho mines the buried voices of the women
from South African communities to propose a
new, fresh and a different kind of activism that
encourages women to speak out.
A play about South African Women’s activism;
based on research with Remmoho which was
co-founded by members of the Anti Privatisation
forum. Featuring the students of the Market
Theatre Laboratory, the play examines women’s
distinct experiences of vulnerability and
community within activist collectives; formed with
fierce and astonishing language and the spinechillingly beautiful use of vocal elements.
The actors are incomparably extraordinary; their
group chemistry enables a necessary recovery as
they are absorbed in a process of intergenerational
transmission and the transmogrification of souls;
the stories of activists from whom they are 10
years removed but are nonetheless connected.

Willeen is one of the Three Women in the play,
she recalls a disturbing time in her life when a part
of her had been silenced; she terrifyingly speaks
about that moment of reconnecting as her spirit
remembering her soul. Vernice Miller who is the
director of the piece carefully reenacts the stories
of these women on a bare stage to heighten our
awareness, provoke dialogue and inspire actionhelping to extend the band of South African
women liberation strategies as they live on in
songs and movements of freedom.
Three women is a dynamic ensemble offering
premised on retelling the stories of the women
whose names have been forgotten, whose heroic
attempts to add their voices into the public sphere
remain unheard in the creases and margins
of the broader community. This body of work
lends a powerful reflection on the community; it
interweaved and entangled my life with theirs; I
personally saw my mother in those women and I
was immediately reminded of the responsibility I
carry of sharing their stories.
I had a wonderful opportunity of facilitating the
question and answer session for Three Women
Break The Silence; the dialogue it provoked
showed me that art is indeed a powerful weapon
and that we are heading in the right direction
in terms of the stories we are beginning to give
attention to; I am expanded by this experience
and I hope to see more groundbreaking work
such as this.
I STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH WOMEN
WHO SPEAK OUT!
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Ukugrumba
An exhibition
by 2018 Tierney
Fellow Tshepiso
Mabula ka
Ndongeni
- Bekie Ntini

T

he 2018 Tierney Fellowship at
the Market Photo Workshop, in
partnership with the Tierney Family
Foundation, was awarded to Market
Photo Workshop’s alumnus Tshepiso Mabula
ka Ndongeni whose exhibnition Ukugrumba is
currently on view.
Ukugrumba, which means to “dig up” in
isiXhosa, is Tshepiso’s body of work motivated by
her family’s trauma as a result of activism in South
Africa’s struggle against apartheid, liberation and
reconciliation effects within present day South
Africa. It seeks to exhume experiences of the
foot soldiers that sacrificed their youth by fleeing
away into exile to join in the trenches for armed
struggle for national liberation; including those
who stayed in the country to continue the fight
against the brutal apartheid regime. More often
than not, those who are hailed as heroes of the
struggle are well known political figures.
Ukugrumba is a visual representation and
narrative of the forgotten people who were
affected both mentally and physically by the
effects of the armed struggle against apartheid.
Ukugrumba, also, examines haunted places

that bear memories of a violent past. The work
interrogates conversations of the struggle and
details testimonies of untold stories of former
liberation soldiers and their families. The work
revisits the past to shed light on the reality of
the trauma that apartheid caused. This trauma
continues to plague both the old and new
generations of South Africans. The individual
stories in Ukugrumba are part of greater narrative
of South Africa’s past in relation to the new South
Africa of reconciliation.
The aim of the Tierney Fellowship is to provide
an emerging photographer with the opportunity
to develop their career and skills through a
mentorship programme, an ideal space for
a photographer to develop a body of work.
Tshepiso Mabula ka Ndongeni was mentored by
Buyaphi Mdledle.
Date: Wednesday 21 August till Friday 31
January 2020
Time: Gallery opens at 09:00 till 16:00 and
Saturday 10:00 till 14:00- free entrance
Venue: Market Photo Workshop Gallery
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Art of
pARTnership
Each week in Buzz, the Market
Theatre Foundation celebrates
the incredible pARTnerships that
contribute to the growth of this
institution and those whose brand
affiliation contributes to making
the Market Theatre Foundation
a formidable leader in the art of
pARTnership brokering. In this
edition we focus on our partnership
with the DANIELE TAMAGNI
GRANT
FOR
HIGHER
PHOTOGRAPHY EDUCATION

Closing Date for Submissions – October 10th,
2019
Opportunity Description
This is an international Photography Grant with
funding for a Scholarship for higher education
and is designed to sponsor young and emerging
photographers. The spirit of this initiative
promotes the dissemination of the African culture,
its creativity, the impact of its visual aesthetics on
the continent and the diaspora and the in-depth
exploration of the photography media.
All applicants are required to make their
application for the Daniele Tamagni Grant and
upload their required portfolios by 10 October
2019.
The official language of the initiative is English as
the Recipient of the Scholarship needs adequate
proficiency in English to benefit from the lectures
and the reviews.
To apply, visit: https://marketphotoworkshop.
co.za/courses/scholarship-application-form/
For queries, please email: scholarship@
marketphotoworkshop.co.za
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THE MARKET
THEATRE
FOUNDATION
COUNCIL
WELCOMES THE
CONCLUSION OF
ITS DISCIPLINARY
HEARING PROCESS
JOHANNESBURG, 20 August 2019. The Council

of the Market Theatre Foundation (MTF) is pleased to
announce the conclusion of the disciplinary hearing
process instituted against five staff members earlier
this year.
Four staff members - Ismail Mahomed (CEO),
Christine McDonald (CFO), Zama Buthelezi (Brand
and Communications Manager) and Lusanda
Zokufa (Senior Publicist) were found not guilty at the
disciplinary hearing process, chaired by independent
labour experts. Perpetua Mathsa (HR Manager), was
found guilty on one of the charges put to her. This will
be addressed in line with the recommendation of the
Chair of the hearings.
The disciplinary hearing process emanated from
an independent investigation commissioned by the
Department of Sports, Arts and Culture as a result
of various allegations that had dogged the Market
Theatre Foundation. The investigation identified
several matters that were recommended for
disciplinary action on the part of five MTF staff and its
then Chairman, Kwanele Gumbi.

Mr Gumbi was relieved of his duties by Minister
Nathi Mthetwa in December 2018, and new Council
Members were appointed to replace those that had
resigned.
Speaking on behalf of the MTF Council, the current
Chairperson, Gerald Dumas, said that the past
eighteen months have been a very difficult and painful
period in the institution’s illustrious 42-year history,
from which important lessons has been learned.
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“We welcome the outcome of the hearings that
reaffirms the confidence of the current Council in the
MTF management and staff, and that the dark cloud
that had hung over them has now been lifted.
“The MTF Council expresses its gratitude to the
Department of Sports, Arts and Culture for its ongoing
support and guidance, our funders for their steadfast
loyalty, management and staff for their continued
commitment to their duties, and our patrons for their
ongoing support. We will work together in maintaining
our position as a premier Arts and Culture institution
in South Africa, and maintaining strong local and
international networks“, Mr Dumas said.
The MTF Council is committed to working towards
improving relations with the MTF team by providing
continued strategic leadership. The MTF Management
is committed to ensure that internal policies, the Public
Finance Management Act (PFMA) and other relevant
legislation are strictly adhered to. The MTF Council
also laments the manner in which these issues have
been reported in some media during this period.
Ends
ISSUED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE MARKET
THEATRE FOUNDATION
For media enquiries, contact:
Sershan Naidoo - Spokesperson and Member of
the MTF Council
Telephone: 082 491 3304
Email: sershan@gmail.com
2 September - 15 September 2019
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Kwaito music is inescapable in this Mzansi. It
is ours. A creation that was and continues to be
authored by the Black Lived Experience, and it
engages Black Life. In Kwaito, we have a national
treasure. A monument to the Township, and to
Black Life. In this era where we are in need of
proposing compelling “new” offers to the existing
and potential theatre-going market, we ought to
meet abantu where they are, and Kwaito is that
place”, so says Jefferson Tshabalala.
Jefferson Tshabalala has built a strong following
for his live performances and an artistic reputation
that is cutting-edge, innovative and daring
to subvert various genres. His audiences are
loving it. Tshabala is able to create truly magical
experiences in a theatre by adding layers to the
genres that he works with to subvert it and even
to advance it.
DATES:
		

Wednesday 21 –
Sunday 8 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday – Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15h15

VENUE:

Barney Simon Theatre

Ekasi Lam
WHAT’S ON AT
THE MARKET
THEATRE
FOUNDATION
36
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The Market Theatre Foundation
where the city’s heart beats! has
launched an exciting and diverse
programme that will offer wide
range of offering for audiences.
For more details about the
productions visit the Market

Theatre
Foundation
website
www.markettheatre.co.za,
www.
webtickets.co.za or buy your ticket
at any Pick ‘n Pay store.
For block bookings call
Anthony Ezeoke at 011 832
1641/083 246 4950
2 September - 15 September 2019
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Kedibone is an award-winning production,
written and directed by a young Nellmapius
township native, Gabriel Masenya. The production
was first staged in 2016 at this institutions popular
Kopanong Festival. The play touches on complex
issues such as patriarchy, sexuality, sex work,
gender-based violence and the sometimes not so
fair arm of the law.
The play is centred around a 17-year-old boy
who has to do whatever it takes to support his
unemployed mother and younger sister. Hustling
is the name of his day to day game. He spends
a lot of time playing dice and smoking weed.
His father is of no assistance, he does nothing
to provide for the family - when he does act, it’s
almost always when raising his hand to his wife.
One day Kedibone decides to attend a party with
his friends and there he has a surprise encounter
with a bisexual

Venus VS Modernity: the story of Saartjie
Baartman, a didactic ensemble of the summarized
life events of Saartjie Baartman. Documented
previously as the victim of firstly adverse conditions
as a slave in the Cape slave sex camps that existed
on the coast and then later as a human freak show
in Paris France in the early 1800’s due to her ample
posterior.

Venus vs
Modenity:
the Story
of Saartjie
Baartman

38

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 06

man, who is into young boys. This man promises
Kedibone money in exchange for sexual favours.
The desperate teen comes to an agreement
with the man, in a bid to put food on the table.
Kedibone’s Blesser happens to be married to a
beautiful woman called Mary, who recently gave
birth.

Venus VS Modernity: the story of Saartjie
Baartman tackles issues clearly in need of
being elevated in today’s current framework of
hyper visibility within the arts industry, but more
importantly it gives Saartjie Baartman a voice never
heard before. It brings to the fore the importance
of documenting the stories from spaces previously
monopolized by anthropologists and historians
with often inaccurate perspectives or rather, one
sided interpretations of certain situations. Written
by Lebo Mashile and directed by Koleka Putuma
it’s a must see.
DATES:
		

Thursday 12 Sunday 27 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday – Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15h15

VENUE:

Barney Simon Theatre

KEDIBONE

DATES:
		

Thursday 5 –
Friday 6 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Thursday – Friday 20h15
Sunday 15h15

VENUE:

Ramolao Makhene Theatre

2 September - 15 September 2019
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Theatre production focused on the prejudice
and lives of people with albinism. It is a compelling
tale of a family with a dark past. The script is based
on interviews with real people with living with
albinism
Matlakala, the central character, is a 15-year-old
teenager living with Albinism. Her mother, Anna
is a loving, caring woman married to Ike. Ike, a
successful professional, is the stepfather of our
heroine. Two other characters, also with Albinism,
appear as Metlakatla’s alter-egos. They represent
the conflict in Metlakatla’s head. She is haunted
by a life of abuse and the secrets she must keep
from everyone, including her mother.

BEHIND THE
DOOR

A silent show, dynamic, which mixes humour,
poetry, magic and juggling

Written and Directed by Mpho Arthur Molepo

It would have been an ordiary day for the waiter
of the little café of the place, if it had not been this
love at first sight for the one who has just crossed
the threshold.

DATES:
		

Tuesday 17 –
22 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday – Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15:15

VENUE:

Mannie Manim Theatre

Seduction,
akwardness,
misunderstanding…

This is an extraordinary day for these two
characters who carry with good humour the
spectators in a dreamlike , absurd and tender
universe, This show in its 40 minutes version
presents the advantage of a light formula that can
be played several times a day. Ideal for a family
audiences
DATES:

Sunday 15 September 2019

TIMES:

15h00

VENUE:

John Kani Theatre

Admission: Free – ALL AGES
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MAMA I
WANT THE
BLACK THAT
YOU ARE
2 September - 15 September 2019
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The emotions, timing and rhythms of the
great actors are very similar to those of people
with mental illness and this experiment is the
confirmation that to interpret a character and
make him live its own life, what matters most is
the living emotion and its transposition to the
audience.

A poignant piece of theatre that is in some ways
ahead of its time. Fire House returns to the festival
after having been well received in 2017 and it
seems as if it could not have found a better time
to come back and grow. Under Kirsten Harris’
direction, Katlego Letsholonyana, Ryan Dittmann,
and Tebogo Machaba transport the audience to
a firehouse and bring to life the unfortunate story
of the death of two firefighters. This devised work
is set against South Africa’s rife political backdrop.
The South Africa where these civil servants are not
even given the correct (if any) equipment to do
their jobs.

The production presents a unique interpretation
of the great classical tragedy Medea. The show
sees on stage young people with disabilities
from the Italian company of the Association of
Pathological Theatre in Rome, accompanied by
professional actors. This peculiar adaptation sees
the relationship between body and language as its
central element: a body that becomes language
and communication, thanks to the very important
role that music covers in this production.

The three performers use well-choreographed
and crisp physicality to transform themselves
into different objects in the space. With all
three characters becoming, at some point, a
microphone for another South African politician
who has disappointed the country time and again.

FIRE HOUSE
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The stylised nature of the work and the
transformative roles it takes on is particularly
commendable. It’s very difficult to laugh and share
jokes with these three characters and claim to not
be moved by their stories, which are essentially
the stories of millions of firefighters in South Africa.
DATES:
		

Thursday 26 –
Sunday 29 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Thursday - Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15:15

VENUE:

Ramolao Makhene Theatre

DATES:
		

Thursday 26 –
Sunday 29 September 2019

TIMES:
		

Thursday - Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15:15

VENUE:

Mannie Manim Theatre

MEDEA

2 September - 15 September 2019
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The multi award-winning production has
played to sold out houses and received great
reviews and rapturous responses such as “This
is what theatre should, and can be.”- Weekend
Special, “Mystical made manifest “-The Critter,
“World-Class performance...”- theatre sceneCT
and “Tswalo is intelligent theatre”- artscomments.

TSWALO
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Tswalo is a body of poems constructed to
fragment a narrative that is carried in both
physicality and Voice. It is placed in a timeless space
of existence, which explores the primary themes
of being, chaos and beauty, blood and birth, love
and war in the same frame. Tswalo combines
ritual, physical storytelling and heightened text to
create new distinct theatrical language as a way of
reconstructing and deconstructing the orthodox
and the traditional chronology of telling stories.
DATES:
		

Wednesday 2 –
Sunday 27 October 2019

TIMES:
		

Tuesday - Saturday 20h15
Sunday 15h15

VENUE:

Barney Simon Theatre

2 September - 15 September 2019
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Scene at
the Market
Theatre
No Easter Sunday Opening Night

NO EASTER SUNDAY FOR QUEERS
follows the hate crime murder love story of
Napo and Mimi. The lovers, through the
spirit, subconscious, Easter Sunday sermon,
return on the anniversary of their wedding
death crucifixion to make the church pastor
perpetrator Father reconcile reckon with the
present and the past and a sacrifice crucifixion
he must account for. The alter is a cross and
the subconscious a court room where the
dead seek justice for a an act sin committed by
their perpetrators. The antagonist protagonists
cannot any more tell the past from the present
and scripture from the truth. Every year,
through the visitations on Easter Sunday the
pastor and his church is made to remember.
NO EASTER SUNDAY FOR QUEERS the play,
is a continuation and adaptation of a poem
by the same name published in Collective
Amnesia (2017), an award winning collection
of poems by Koleka Putuma. The poem
is addressed to Putuma’s father who is a
preacher and orthodox Christian. The letter,
which is in the form of a poem, asks him, the
father, if he would preach about her, if she
were murdered and crucified like Jesus Christ.
It asks if he would preach about her death
with the same passion and commitment he
exhibits when he preaches about Jesus Christ,
someone he has never met, let alone raised.
Enjoyed a successful season and played to
sold out houses
- ©Thandile Zwelibanzi

46

MARKET BUZZ Volume 3 No 06

Scene at
the Market
Theatre
Currently (G)old Opening Night

Currently (G)old is presented by the Kwasha
Theatre Company, a collaborative project
between the Market Theatre Laboratory and
the Windybrow Arts Centre.
Human rights are Currently (G)old in South
African theatre.
Currently (G)old scooped two awards at the
National Arts Festival – a Bronze Ovation and
Best Ensemble - and has also been presented at
the Wits 969 Festival, PopART Theatre and the
Ramolao Makhene Theatre. Currently (G)old’s
success is testament to the work of a dedicated
team devoted to the development of cuttingedge theatre that provokes public dialogue.
Enjoyed a short season at the Market Theatre
- ©Ngoma
2 September - 15 September 2019
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